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PROVERBS
Chapters 2-3 and 11-13
CHAPTER 2
2:1-5  WISDOM TEACHES US HOW TO UNDERSTAND GOD
Wisdom says: My son, do you know how to learn to respect the Lord?  Do you understand how to find God?  Well then, listen to me:  You must agree with what I say.  You must believe in the orders I give you.

You must pay attention to wisdom.  Wisdom is sensible and will make you sensible.  You will become intelligent and able to do your work well.  Wisdom will make you able to judge what is right and good and true.

When you need to know what to do you must call to God to help you.  You must pray for guidance and understanding. 

You must believe that wisdom is more important and useful than money.  You must study to become wise the way one works to become successful or to win a prize.

If you do this wisdom will teach you to believe in God and respect him.  You will then find that you get to know God.

2:6-10  WE GET WISDOM FROM GOD

We must realise that it is the Lord who gives us wisdom.  It is the Lord who makes us become sensible people.  It is he who teaches us what we need to know and understand.

God keeps a special supply of wisdom for us if we are straight and honest.  God supplies wisdom for people who have integrity.  By his wisdom he lifts us up when we are in trouble.  When we are innocent, and do nothing wrong, God protects us.  He gives us the wisdom that we need.

When we treat people fairly God cares for us.  He sees how we behave and looks after us.  When we are faithful to him, he keeps his eye on us.

When God gives you wisdom you will then confidently understand what is right, and what is fair and just.  God will make sure that good people keep going in every good way in life.  That’s what his wisdom is for.

God will get wisdom into your mind and heart.  You will know that he has done this when you get to know that truth is lovely.  When you find that what you learn from God makes you feel good, then you know that God has taught you wisdom.

2:11-15  WISDOM HELPS US BE CAREFUL OF BAD PEOPLE 

You need wisdom to show you what people are really like.  This will save you a lot of trouble.  If you can understand people, it will help you look after yourself.

You need wisdom to save you from people who cause you trouble.  You need it to protect you from someone who has turned against what is right and mocks what is good.

There are people who have chosen not to live an honest life.  They prefer to lie and cheat.  They are sneaky and dishonest.

They actually like to do what they should not do.  They enjoy it.  They get fun out of behaving badly.  They laugh loudly at what is wrong or ugly or indecent.

They live by lying and cheating.  They cannot be trusted.  They are crooks.  They rely on being cunning and crafty.

2:16-19  WISDOM AND SEX

My son, you need God’s wisdom to save you from a woman who wants sex.  Even though she might be married, she cannot be trusted.  She will cheat on her husband.  She will try to charm you and flirt with you, saying naughty sexy things to trick you and seduce you.  The wise thing to do is just to ignore her.  She is not lovely.  She’s actually an ugly person.  Nobody likes her!

A woman like that is letting her husband down.  When they were young, they became very good friends.  Now she doesn’t care about the promise she made to God, when they got married, to be true to her husband.  

When she breaks her promise to God and to her husband, because of sex, she is going to die.  She is going to get into big trouble.  

Everyone who is stupid enough to go to her to have sex shall not get away with it.  None of them will be able to get rid of their guilt.  They will never find true love and happiness.  This is because God has said:  

You shall not commit adultery.
2:20-22  THE RIGHT WAY IS THE BEST WAY

My son, if you learn wisdom, you will be able to live a good life.  If you have nothing to do with a foolish and immoral woman you will become respected as good men are.  You will be able to live up to the standards of those who do well in life.

Son, you must understand that it is people who do what’s right who end up being successful and able to enjoy life.  It is those who don’t do what’s wrong who are able to cope with life’s problems, and survive, and keep going.

But people who are guilty, who will not listen to God, will fail.  They will die.  They will be cut down, the way a tree may be cut down.  Those who are immoral and unfaithful will be like a tree torn up by its roots and blown down by the powerful wind of a terrible storm.

Chapter 3

3:1-4  THE IMPORTANCE OF WHAT WE ARE TAUGHT

My son, don’t forget my teaching.  You must also keep in mind what I have told you NOT to do.

Then you will live longer and better.  My teaching will also bring you peace and success.

Never give up your love for God and do not lose kindness to others.  Never fail to be honest and reliable.  Make a special effort to do this and to keep it up.  Make it the most important thing in your life, your top priority.

Then you should be able to get God’s support and a good reputation among people.

3:5-8  RESPECT THE LORD AND TRUST HIM

Trust in the Lord with all your heart.  Put your confidence in him.  Trust him completely.  Do not rely on your own cleverness and abilities.

Whatever you want to do, listen to the Lord.  Then he will show you the right way to live, and how to get happiness.

Do not think that you are so wise and good.  Make sure that you respect the Lord, and watch out that you avoid any wrong-doing.  Have nothing to do with it.

If you fear the Lord and avoid evil your nerves will be healthy and calm, and you will feel strong and good.  

3:9-10  IT PAYS TO HONOUR GOD

If you are rich or well-off, honour the Lord by giving away some of your wealth for him.  Whatever money we earn or get our first priority and responsibility must be what we owe to God.

If you do this, your work or business will do so well that you will get plenty and be satisfied.  You will be able to relax and enjoy what you have worked for.

3:11-12  GOD DISCIPLINES US

When the Lord corrects you, my son, when he teaches you a lesson, do not get annoyed and refuse to listen to him.  And another thing: don’t get frightened and into a panic if the Lord should punish you, 

for it’s those people that the Lord loves whom he disciplines.  God does what any father does who wants what’s best for his son.

3:13-18  WISDOM IS GOOD FOR YOU

Wisdom:  the person who learns to be wise will find happiness.  Wisdom is knowing what is right and what is good.  To understand what is good and right is to find wisdom and happiness.

Wisdom will do you more good than money possibly can.  The benefits and blessings of wisdom are greater than the luxuries of wealth.

Wisdom is more splendid and precious than any treasure.  Anything you might ever want or dream of could not compare with the value of wisdom.

Wisdom will guarantee that you live a good, long life.  Wisdom is also generous: it will get you to do well, and to be respected and honoured.

Wisdom makes our lives lovely.  It brings us peace instead of a lot of worry or panic.  

Wisdom is like the Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden.  People who love wisdom can live a good, long life.  They will never die.  They will become immortal.  Those for whom wisdom becomes clear and gets a strong hold of their lives, will be blessed.  They will be led, by wisdom, to happiness.

3:19-20  GOD USED WISDOM IN CREATION

The Lord used wisdom to begin the world and to get it started well.  He applied his mind and his skills to fix the skies firmly in place and in good order.

By the Lord’s knowledge of how things should work the oceans were broken open so that water was lifted up into the sky to form clouds.  The clouds then sprinkled rain onto the earth to cause plants to grow.

3:21-26  THE VALUE OF GOD’S WISDOM

My son, be alert!  Be wise!  Keep your eyes wide open.  Don’t allow yourself to forget and become careless.  Watch out that you always know what is right and sensible.  Always make sure that you know what is bad and cannot be trusted.

If you can learn wisdom and learn to be careful and discerning, you will be able to look after yourself.  You will also become someone people can respect and admire.

Wisdom and discernment will give you confidence.  You will live safely with nothing to fear.  You will not make any big mistakes that will hurt you.  You will benefit greatly from a clear conscience.

With wisdom and discernment, you can rest without anything worrying you.  You will be able to enjoy your relaxation and sleep in peace.

You will not be afraid of any unexpected or sudden disaster.  Wisdom and discernment will protect you from that.  You will not be in danger of the kind of collapse and destruction that comes to people who are guilty of cheating and fraud.

Wisdom and discernment come from the Lord, and will give you confidence in life.  God will look after you so that you do not fall into any kind of trap that wrecks your life.

3:27-30  TREAT PEOPLE FAIRLY

Be fair.  Don’t be stingy or selfish.  Don’t keep something that belongs to someone else.  When you are able to return what you have borrowed, give it back to its owner.  

Don’t say to him, Go away, and come back tomorrow.  I’ll return it to you then.  Don’t do this to him when you know you have it and can give it to him straight away.  Be fair.

Don’t work out some cunning way to cheat someone you know.  If he trusts you and gets on with you, don’t do him any harm.  Treat him fairly.  

Don’t argue with anyone for no good reason.  If he is doing you no harm, leave him alone.  Be fair to him!

3:31-35  GOD HATES WRONG AND LOVES RIGHT

Don’t think it must be good to be someone who is strong and can bully people to get what he wants.  Never choose to use that kind of nasty force or violence against anyone to get what you want.

For the Lord hates and detests anyone who uses his power to threaten and bully people.  But the people who behave well and treat others well become God’s friends.

The Lord condemns the wicked and sends curses to their home and all that belongs to them.  At the same time the Lord supports good people and sends blessings to their family and their belongings.

Make no mistake:  Proud and arrogant people who mock and insult others will be put to shame by the Lord.  But God will show goodwill and many favours to people who have learnt from their suffering to be humble and gentle.

Wise people, who listen to God, are going to get congratulations and be honoured.  They will be respected.  They will become heroes.  But fools, who would not listen to God, will have nothing to show except how stupid they have been.  They will be put to shame.  We must avoid that.  We have to avoid it and escape ending up shamefully exposed and condemned as wrong-doers.

PROVERBS
Chapter 11

1.  The Lord hates fraud. 


And he loves honesty.

2.  Pride with arrogance leads to embarrassment and disgrace.  


To be humble leads to becoming wise.

3.  Good people’s honesty will guide them to success.  


The dishonesty of unreliable people will destroy them.

4.  Money cannot save you when God gets angry.  


But honesty can save your life.

5.  When good people do nothing wrong it makes life easier for them.


Bad people’s dishonesty causes them a lot of trouble.

6.  Good people’s good behaviour saves them from a lot of trouble.


The scheming of people who cheat gets them caught in a trap.

7.  When a bad man dies his hopes die with him.


What a rich man thought he could get, he loses when he dies.

8.  A good person will be rescued from trouble.


It will come upon a bad person instead.

9.  Someone who will not listen to God will harm others by his talk.


But someone who knows God will not be taken in by it.

10.  Everybody is pleased when good people do well.


But when trouble-makers lose out everyone is really happy.

11.  What a blessing are decent people!  They do others so much good!


But even what bad people have to say, breaks everyone down.

12.  Anyone who says nasty things about someone else is thoughtless.


But someone who says nothing bad about others has got sense.

13.  A tell-tale goes around telling people’s secrets.


But someone with a trustworthy character will keep a secret.

14.  When people don’t get guidance, they fail.


When they get enough good advice, they get the help they need.

15.  Anyone who lends to someone he does not know will get hurt.


But if you know how to say “No,” you will be safe.  

16.  A woman who cares will earn lots of honour.


But a man who is a bully can only heap up money.

17.  You do yourself a big favour if you like to be kind.


But anyone who stirs up trouble among his own people is heartless.

18.  He who cheats to make himself a fortune ends up making a fool of himself.


But he who stands up for honesty will always earn what he needs.

19.  It’s true that a good person will become happy.


But anyone who is bad will become ruined.

20.  To the Lord a person who twists the truth to tell a lie is disgraceful.


But someone who does nothing wrong is a pleasure to the Lord.

21.  It’s always true that no dishonest person will ever get away unpunished.


But the families of decent, honest people will escape God’s punishment.

22.  You cannot make a pig lovely by putting a gold ring in its snout.


Nor can a woman be beautiful who does not know how to behave herself.

23.  You can be sure that what good people want is what is good.


You can also be sure that what bad people can expect, is God’s anger.

24.  Someone who is generous and gives to the needy will get richer.


But someone stingy will end up in need himself.

25.  Whoever is kind to others will do well in life.


Whoever helps others will get help himself when he needs it.

26.  A man who pushes up the price of food when people are hungry is hated.


The man who sells food willingly when people need it, will earn their love.

27.  Someone who wants to do good will discover that goodwill comes to him.


But anyone who causes trouble will find that trouble will come to him.

28.  The one who trusts his wealth will fail.


But those who are righteous will flourish like a leaf forming on a tree.

29.  You are the one who will lose out if you cause your family trouble.


Someone behaving foolishly will have to take orders from someone wise.

30.  The good that good people do is like fruit from a good tree.


To be able to bring truth and love into people’s souls is true wisdom.

31.  You can be sure that the righteous will be rewarded on earth.


You can be even more sure that the wicked will be paid back for their sins.

Chapter 12

1.  Someone who wants to learn must be willing to accept discipline.


Anyone who hates to be corrected will just remain stupid.

2.  A good person gets goodwill from the Lord.


But the Lord condemns a crafty person who cheats.
3.  A person who lies and cheats will not be able to live comfortably or safely. 


Someone who is decent, honest and fair is stable, reliable and safe.

4.  An honest wife who has integrity makes her husband proud and happy.


If she is shameful, she will be a nightmare for him.

5.  The plans of an honest person are lawful and fair.


But corrupt and cunning people will trick others to get their money.
6.  What wicked people talk about is meant to stir up trouble and violence.


What decent people have to say saves them from trouble.
7.  God is going to overthrow the wicked, so that they are no longer there.


But the family of the righteous ones will survive and last.
8.  People will respect and praise a person who has good sense.


But someone who twists the truth and causes confusion will be hated.
9.  It is good if you are unimportant but can have someone work for you.


That’s better than pretending to be great, but not having enough food.
10.  A good person learns to know how his animal feels.


As for a bad person, even if he cares, he is still horrible and cruel. 
11.  A farmer who works his land will have plenty to eat.


But someone who just chases empty and useless ideas is stupid.
12.  What the wicked want is a sinful hunting-net for trapping people.


But the root of righteous people produces what they want.
13.  A bad person makes a trap for himself by what he says.


A good man avoids trouble.

14.  A thoughtful man can earn a good living by what he says or talks about.


A working man will also be well rewarded by the work of his hands.
15.  A fool thinks that whatever he does is alright and good enough.


But anyone who listens to advice is wise.

16.  A fool lets everyone know immediately when he gets angry.


Someone who can keep calm and quiet when he is insulted, is sensible.
17.  Someone who firmly believes in what is right will report what is right.


But someone who wants to cheat is going to lie.

18.  There will be someone speaking thoughtlessly, which cuts like a knife.


But wise people talk in a way that helps and encourages others.
19.  Anyone who is truthful is reliable and can always be trusted.


But if I wink with my eye, you already know my tongue is telling a lie.

20.  Someone who wants to take advantage of others has deceit in his mind.


But anyone who gives good advice has happiness in his heart.
21.  No disaster will be sent for a righteous person.


But wicked people are filled with emptiness and misfortune.
22.  The Lord regards the telling of a lie as an utter disgrace.


But someone who sticks to the truth is an absolute pleasure to him.
23.  Any ordinary man is sensible if he keeps quiet about what he knows.


But a fool cannot stop himself talking about other people’s foolishness. 

24.  Someone who works well is going to be put in charge of others.


Someone who is slack and careless will end up doing the hard work.
25.  Worry and fear cause one to sink into depression and misery.


But a kind and encouraging word gives someone pleasure and gladness.
26.  One should search for ways to influence a friend to do what’s right.


But the way a bad person behaves leads them all to their ruin.
27.  Laziness and carelessness is of absolutely no use if you try to go hunting.


But anyone will have enough if diligence is important to him.
28.  If you live a good life, you will do well, 


and that way of living is a path that will never lead to your ruin.

CHAPTER 13
1.  You are sensible if you accept the discipline and correction of your father.


Someone who is arrogant and stubborn will not accept any rebuke.
2.  If good things come out of your mouth, good things will go back into it.


But what deceitful and faithless people really want is trouble and violence.

3.  Someone who can keep a secret will protect himself.


Someone who talks too much is going to cause himself a lot of trouble.

4.  What a lazy person wants he goes on longing for it, but he gets nothing.


What a sharp, diligent person wants, he gets and is satisfied with it.

5.  A good person hates anything to do with lying or cheating.


A bad person gets up to things that bring shame and disgrace onto him.
6.  If you do what’s right and are blameless, your way of life is safe and sound.


But nastiness or sin will trip up and ruin a sinner.

7.  Some people pretend to be rich; the truth is that they really have nothing.


Some people pretend to be poor, but actually they are very well off.

8.  A rich man can afford to have personal protection to keep him safe.


A poor man does not have to worry about anyone wanting to attack him.
9.  The pleasantness of a good person cheers others up.


But the happiness of a corrupt person will get crushed.

10.  The only thing that pride can produce is arguing and fighting.


But someone who is influenced by good advice is wise.

11.  A dishonest man’s money will waste away and be lost.


But someone who works hard to save money will see it grow.

12.  When what you long for is delayed a long time, it gets you down.


When what you hoped for happens, it encourages and inspires you.

13.  Anyone who has contempt for what he is told to do gets himself into trouble.


Someone who respects an instruction will be rewarded.

14.  The instruction of a wise man will always do one a lot of good.


It will save one from making dangerous and disastrous mistakes.

15.  Someone who is sensible will get friends and respect and co-operation.


Someone who cannot be trusted is going to have a very hard life.

16.  Every sensible person acts when he knows what he is doing.


But a senseless person shows that he is a fool by the stupid things he does.

17.  If you trust a bad person, he will let you down and cause you trouble.


But a faithful, responsible person will bring good out of difficulties.

18.  When one gives up on discipline, one falls into poverty and shame.


But someone who keeps up correcting what’s wrong will be honoured.

19.  When you get what you have longed for it is such good news.


But a fool is someone who hates to give up doing what’s wrong.

20.  If you make friends with wise people, you will be wise.


But if you make friends with fools you are going to get hurt.

21.  Sinners look for trouble.


But life rewards the righteous handsomely.

22.  A good man leaves something good for his children and their children.


The riches of a sinner are stored up for the righteous.

23.  Poor people work hard on their fields and there is lots of food,


but, unfortunately, there is no justice, so they lose most of it.

24.  Anyone who doesn’t discipline his child does not care about him.


The one who loves his child will take the trouble to correct him.

25.  If you are a good person you are going to enjoy the results of your work.


If you are a bad person you will live with emptiness deep inside you.

Now you can read Proverbs chapters 2-3 & 11-13 in your own Bible.

An INTRODUCTION for Beginners
THE

PROVERBS
OF
SOLOMON

INTRODUCTION
When reading Proverbs, take them slowly.  Think about them as you read them.  The thing about these biblical proverbs is that they take a life-time to learn, to soak into our character, and to get put into action.  If you try to read the proverbs in a hurry their influence for good on your life will be shallow.  But if you think about them, they can sink more deeply into your soul.  One must get to understand that these proverbs are from God.  Believe them, remember them and then put them into action.  To take proverbs in we need to meditate on them:  We need to find time to think about them.
PROVERBS is a book in the Bible that is different from most of the others.  The book Proverbs is mainly about giving advice to young people.  It is good advice, advice that comes from God.  Life is very, very complicated, especially when we get older.  It is also very hard, and it gets harder as our years go by.  Sometimes things get terribly hard or desperately difficult.  It becomes especially tough when we become old.  When those worrying times come, good advice is helpful and welcome.

These proverbs show us what is true, what is right and what is good.  It explains to us what is wrong and bad and causes trouble.  Once we can see clearly what we should do, and also what we should not do, life becomes much better for us.  Not only that, but the more good advice we have in us the more we can help others.  The better we live, the more clearly we can see how good God is.

WISDOM is the ability to see what is best, and to do what is right.  We need wisdom every day because there is so much trouble and foolishness in the world.  We need wisdom especially when life becomes a struggle or a heartache.

Wisdom comes from God.  We are not born with wisdom.  We have to learn it as we grow older.  The best start we can possibly make in life is to realise that we need wisdom, and that the best way to get it is to listen to God.
The reason why we need wisdom is because life does not work out the way we want it to.  All sorts of things go wrong.  Some strange things happen in the world, things that can be very confusing or upsetting.  People behave in ridiculous or bad ways.  We ourselves can fail or go wrong even if we tried our best.  To face all this, we need wisdom.  Wisdom means how to cope with complications and problems, with disappointments and set-backs.
The starting point of wisdom is to realise that God is there, and that he is interested in how we live, and what happens to us.  God is true and real, and he can help us with any of our problems and needs or anything that worries us.  God often uses wisdom to help us, to save us from trouble, and to bring us happiness.

The huge mistake that people make is to think that they do not need God.  They prefer to do what they want to do.  They make up their own ideas about God.  Instead of listening to God they listen to people who don’t listen to God.  Then, instead of being wise they become foolish.  Doing foolish things lands them in big trouble.  They get badly hurt.  They end up being ruined.

We slowly learn wisdom by what happens to us, by our experiences in life.  We learn wisdom by listening to people who know what they are talking about.  The best way for us to learn wisdom is from the Bible.  We find wisdom when we decide to obey God and do what is right.  Wisdom teaches us to love what is good in life.  It trains us to treat people well.  It inspires us to respect and love God.

When one reads Proverbs, one gets to understand how to live.  One’s mind and way of thinking start to grow up.  Everybody knows that what the Proverbs say is true.  Proverbs give us the truth in a way that we can understand and remember.  They are short little lessons that help us to see what is right so that we can then do what’s right.  There are also proverbs in just about all the other books in the Bible.  Jesus used proverbs when he taught us about God and about life.

The most important idea in the book of Proverbs is that it teaches us that there is such a big difference between wisdom and foolishness.  We either do what is right, or we do what is wrong.  That is what God decides as he watches how we live.  We either behave well or we behave badly.  We tell the truth or we tell lies.  We do what is good or we do what’s wrong and make a mess of things.  Either we help people or we do them harm.  All the time God is watching and taking notes.  If we do what is wise, God will be pleased with us and reward us.  He will even support and help us.  If we are foolish God has to punish us.  Foolishness is not just doing the wrong thing: it is causing trouble and making others suffer in some way.
We must never forget that life is very complicated and difficult and disappointing.  It is much, much worse than we think it is.  When we have good times, we easily forget that good times do not last long.  We often do not think that good times will be followed by bad times.  None of us realise that the day will come, for all of us, when bad times will get very, very bad indeed.  Wisdom means that we know that all our dreams are NOT going to come true.  Wisdom means that we realise that life is going to bite us extremely hard one day.  To cope with that we need to turn to God, and to listen to God.

God has given us Proverbs to help us live a good life.
God’s proverbs mean that we can put up a good show, and even a good fight, when bad times and heartache hit us.  On top of that, 
if we listen to God, God will listen to us when we need his support.
The are two things we all need to be able to face and endure trouble and suffering:  

We need wisdom, and we need God’s support and help.
But unfortunately, there is a reason why most people don’t want to learn true wisdom.  This is because it comes from God, and that means that we must learn discipline.  Wisdom needs discipline, and discipline comes from wisdom.  People, especially young people, don’t like discipline.  They want to do as they like.  The problem with that is that 
when we do as we like we make lots of mistakes.
The older we get the bigger and more harmful are the mistakes we make.  The more important we become the more harm we do to others when we make those stupid mistakes.  The more successful and famous people become, the less willing they are to admit that they have made mistakes.  Then they try to bluff.  They try to hide their mistakes.  And that is what leads to their ruin.

In ancient times rulers thought that proverbs were important.  One of the countries that was famous for its collection of proverbs was Egypt.  Solomon actually married a princess from Egypt.  The advisers of rulers had to study proverbs.  They studied the proverbs of their own countries and also the proverbs of other countries.  Ruling a country is a very tricky and risky business.  Good proverbs remembered at the right time would help them tremendously to do a good job of governing their people.  To this day many leaders have some proverbs that have helped them to do their business.  Successful leaders often give advice to younger people in the form of a proverb or two, or maybe three or four.  The book of Proverbs in the Bible gives us nearly 400 proverbs.  That’s just from chapters 10 to 20.  There’s a proverb, or perhaps even two, for every day of the year.  And we never get tired of thinking about them.

It was not only rulers who used proverbs to help them govern their country or run an organisation.  The main use of proverbs was for fathers to teach their sons, and for mothers to teach their daughters.  All parents want their children to do well.  Fathers want to be proud of their sons.  Mothers want their daughters to find happiness.  A happy girl or woman is a lovely one.  Everyone loves a lovely woman.  Everyone respects a young man that one can be proud of.

Proverbs develop our understanding of the truth about life.  Proverbs develop or train our brain-power or intellect.  Proverbs help us see nature and the world more clearly, which gives us more confidence.  Proverbs make us more fair and just in the way we treat people.  This causes people to respect us.  Proverbs teach us to be honest, and to live with integrity.  With integrity we shall have less cause to be worried in our life.

In chapter 1 Proverbs puts it well:

The fear of the Lord

is how we start to learn to cope with life,

but fools don’t want wisdom and discipline.

THE FEAR OF THE LORD means to be afraid to disobey God and rebel against him.  It is like keeping the rules, because we are afraid of what will happen if we break them.  THE FEAR OF THE LORD means to listen to God, and to have discipline in one’s life.
Now let us look at the life of King Solomon who wrote the book of Proverbs.  Actually, Solomon did not write all these proverbs.  We know that he wrote most of them.  He wrote from chapter 10 up to the first half of chapter 21.  We do not really know who wrote the first 9 chapters.  King Solomon wrote many more proverbs but only those in the book of Proverbs are in the Bible.  Solomon liked to collect proverbs the way some people collect photos or music or books.  He realised how important wisdom is in our lives, and liked to put some thought about wisdom into a saying or proverb.  His proverbs helped him to become a very successful king.

Solomon was born about ten years before 1000 BC.  He was very young when he became king, about 20, or maybe even a bit younger.  His dad, King David, was very old, too old to rule the country anymore.  Solomon had an older brother, Adonijah [a’don-igh-ja], who was 35.  Adonijah, of course, thought that he should become king after his father David.  So he plotted and schemed to take over power from his old dad.  But David wanted Solomon to become the next king.  Old King David knew that Solomon was godly and wise, despite being so young.  And David also knew that Adonijah was not godly and wise, despite being so grown-up.  This caused a big crisis.
The army commander was on Adonijah’s side.  So was the old High Priest.  But Nathan, God’s faithful prophet, was on Solomon’s side.  So David took the decision to resign as king immediately.  David was the only king in the history of Israel or Judah to resign before he died.  He ordered that Solomon be made king straight away, instead of waiting until after he died.  The plan, under Nathan’s leadership, worked, and Adonijah’s rebellion ended.  Solomon took over the kingship and the kingdom, and made sure that the rebels got up to no further mischief.  He appointed a new army commander and a new High Priest.  Young King Solomon was now firmly in charge of Israel.

Not long afterwards Solomon was praying to God.  The Lord came to him and told him that he could ask for anything he liked.  Solomon said,

Lord, Israel has become a great nation under my dad.
I now have to rule this whole country.
What I need for the job is wisdom.

God was pleased that Solomon had not asked for power or riches, which is what most leaders always want.  So, God decided to give Solomon wisdom, and also power and riches.  God would make him an exceptionally successful king.  Solomon became the most powerful and successful king that Israel ever had.  While he was king the country had peace.  The people were able to concentrate on their work and on how to live better lives.  They could not do that under Kings Saul and David because they had too many wars and battles to fight.  When Solomon became king, no countries wanted to fight with him.  So, he was able to turn his whole attention to building, trading and thinking about proverbs.

Solomon’s buildings were on a massive scale.  He did a lot to strengthen and build up Jerusalem.  He built a magnificent temple for God.  It was one of the seven great wonders of the ancient world.  He built a palace for himself and for future kings.  Throughout Israel he set up all sorts of buildings, including stables for horses and chariots along Israel’s borders.  Solomon got his horses and chariots from Egypt.  His rule and his buildings stretched from the Egyptian boundary in the south right up to the Euphrates River in the north.  He changed Israel into a great country in the Middle East.  Egypt, which had always been a super-power, now regarded Israel as a country that was as important as themselves.  In fact, Israel was the most important country in the Middle East, and that included even Egypt and Assyria in the north.

Solomon could clearly see that Israel was situated where it could trade with the world.  God had originally told Abraham to leave Iraq (Babylonia) and go to live in Israel.  There God would make his descendents a great nation.  In Solomon’s time Israel reached right down to the Red Sea, to the Gulf of Aqaba [a-ka-ba].  So he built ships that could trade with East Africa along the Indian Ocean coastlines, and with Arabia, and even with India.  From the Mediterranean coast he could also trade with all the Mediterranean countries, including North Africa.  He had an especially close friendship with the king of Tyre.  Tyre was a famous port just to the north of Galilee.
Solomon built up trade with Egypt, especially in horses and chariots.  He could trade with Persia, which is Iran, in the North East.  He could trade with Turkiye (which was known as Asia Minor in those days) and with Eastern Europe in the North West.  Solomon took full advantage of all this.
He also controlled all the trade routes that passed through Israel.  When countries in the north traded with countries in the south, or countries in the west traded with countries in the east, they travelled through Israel.  They had to pay to be able to do that.  Solomon, and Israel, became very busy and fabulously rich.

Solomon’s greatest interest was in wisdom and in proverbs.  He wrote thousands of proverbs and many songs.  He enjoyed and celebrated life.  He loved to learn and think.  He was keen on discussing problems in life, and ideas about what is best.  His hobby was to solve difficult questions, to work out answers to complicated issues.  He liked to know what was right and what was best.  He was happiest when teaching people how to think and how to get what was good in life, and how to find happiness.
There are two famous stories of how impressed people were with
Solomon’s understanding and wisdom.

Two women were brought before Solomon.  They stayed in the same house.  They had both had babies and the one baby had died during the night.  The mother of the dead baby swapped her baby for the living one while its mother was asleep.  In the morning the other mother realised that the dead baby was not hers, so the two mothers began arguing.  King Solomon had to decide who the living baby belonged to.  There were no witnesses, and whoever was the true mother had no proof that the living baby belonged to her.  Another problem was that both mothers were prostitutes and so had no proper homes.  The two of them just lived together.
After listening to the two mothers arguing over the baby, the king ordered a soldier to cut the living baby in half with his sword, and give each mother a half to stop them quarrelling.  One mother agreed that this was the only fair way to end the fighting.  The other mother protested and said,

No!  Rather give the baby to the other woman so that it can live.
King Solomon gave his judgement that the woman who wanted the child to live was the true mother.  In this way Solomon taught the whole world that in order to be fair and just one sometimes has to be tough.  (1 Kings 3)
In another case the Queen of Sheba [shee-ba] from the Yemen heard about Solomon’s wisdom and success.  She herself was very wise and successful, so she became interested in meeting Solomon.  She made the journey of over a thousand miles to visit him.  She had a number of difficult questions to ask him, and brought lots of treasures and valuables to give to him out of her own wealth and generosity.  But she was stunned by what she found.  Solomon was far wiser and far richer than what she had been told back at home.  She discovered that God had made Solomon wiser and more successful than anyone else in the world.  (1 Kings 10)

But now we come to one of the huge problems in the Bible (and there are quite a few of them.)  If Solomon was so wise and successful, what went so wrong in the end?

Things started to go wrong toward the end of Solomon’s life.  He ruled Israel for 40 years.  To begin with he was a wonderful king.  By the end he was in trouble, he was unpopular, and things were about to go horribly wrong for the whole country.  What happened?

Edom was a country to the south-east of the Dead Sea.  Today that is part of the country of Jordan.  During King David’s time, who conquered Edom, one of its princes fled and went into exile in Egypt.  When David died, he returned home.  He later on began to make raids on Israel, which got worse as Solomon got older.

Syria was a country to the north-east of the Lake of Galilee.  Today it is still called Syria, and its capital is Damascus.  King David conquered Damascus.  But later in King Solomon’s reign a Syrian leader from near the Euphrates River conquered Damascus and took it away from Israel.  He began to cause a lot of trouble for Israel up in the north.

Ephraim was the second strongest tribe in Israel after Judah.  The biggest danger to Solomon at the end of his reign came from a leader who lived in the territory of Ephraim, to the north of Jerusalem.  His name was Jeroboam [jerra-boh-im].  King Solomon had appointed him to collect taxes in Ephraim.  But when Jeroboam saw how unpopular Solomon was becoming, he started to build up opposition to the king and his government.  Once Solomon saw the danger, Jeroboam had to flee to Egypt.  He stayed there until Solomon died.
When Solomon’s son Rehoboam [ree’a-boh-im] became king, Jeroboam challenged him to stop the unpopular ways by which Solomon had ended up ruling Israel.  But the young King Rehoboam refused to listen to him.  So the whole of Israel broke away from the Kingdom of Judah and formed their own nation with Jeroboam as their first king.  From then on Israel was divided into two halves:  Ephraim (or Israel) and Judah (who many years later became known as the Jews.)  Solomon’s great kingdom had forever lost its glory.

Now why did this happen, when Solomon was so wise?  Solomon was both a wise and a godly man, like his father David.  Solomon knew that wisdom comes from God, and he committed himself to God in order to become wise.  So, what went wrong?

The basic problem was that Solomon lost his head and his heart when he became so amazingly successful.  This often happens to people.  Very few people become better people by becoming successful.  Unfortunately, this often happens to sports heroes or other celebrities.
Solomon went wrong because of women.  He became so successful that he married lots of them.  You cannot imagine how many women he married.  Solomon married a thousand women!  The million-dollar question is, why?  Why on earth did he do that?!  There were two reasons:
First, this was one way in which Solomon could become successful and Israel could get peace for many years.  For instance, if Solomon married the daughter of Pharaoh of Egypt, then it would mean that Egypt would not start a war with Israel because their own princess was an Israelite as well as an Egyptian.  It also meant that Israel would not start any trouble with Egypt because the king’s queen would be against it.  This was one way in which Solomon made peace with many countries and with many powerful lords.  And this way of doing things worked.  It worked very well.  Israel had peace for years!

This was also the way to get rich.  By marrying the daughters of rich traders Solomon was able to do some amazing business deals.  Normally businessmen like to make money for themselves.  But when their daughter marries another businessman then they like to do business in a way that both of them profit.  There were so many leaders or great men who wanted to do some sort of deal with King Solomon that he could have his pick of hundreds of women.  All those women wanted to marry him because he was so successful that he would be able to look after them very well.

Secondly there was also another complication.  Solomon liked women.  He was sexually attracted to women.  He would not control his sex life.  He could not put love before sex.  Since he was so successful he could have what he wanted.  Sex is a very powerful thing in people’s lives, especially men.  In many cases where men become successful, they cannot resist the temptation to attract women.  There are so many women who would like the advantages of being spoilt by successful men.  Wise King Solomon, good King Solomon fell right into this trap.  Today many successful people and many good people fall into the same trap.  Even Christians and Christian ministers make this unfortunate and costly mistake.

Once one starts to become successful and well-off, it becomes very hard not to want even more success and wealth and power.  One wants to become even more important.  When marriages with foreign princesses or rich daughters made Israel stronger and richer, it was too hard to stop marrying even more of them.  The greater Solomon became the more he liked it.  Since the people of Israel benefited hugely from Solomon’s success, they supported him.  It’s the same with sex with other women.  Once one starts and enjoys it, it becomes very difficult to stop it just because it’s wrong.  One makes all sorts of excuses just to keep on doing it.  And lots of people support one, even though they cannot say that it is right.  Few people want to argue about this sort of thing.  So people get away with it.
There was also another reason why King Solomon failed.  The other reason was even worse and more damaging.  Solomon started disobeying God.  He began to put other things first in his life, and God came second.  He compromised his relationship with the Lord.  His wives not only came from other countries; they also came with other religions.  They worshiped other gods, and Solomon allowed them to keep their religion when they came to live with him in Israel.  He even built chapels for them despite the fact that the Temple was in Jerusalem.  The more he allowed them to worship their way, the less he worshiped God’s way.  By letting his wives do what they liked in order to keep the peace, he drifted away from God and truth.  Instead of standing up for what was right, he left the women to do their own thing.  Of course, there were many Israelites who worked for Solomon’s queens and they became influenced by these other gods and religions and ways.  These ideas began to spread like a disease.  People began to get away with whatever they wanted to do.  God took second place, then third place, then fourth place, and so on.
Solomon and the Israelites remained believers in God but they did not live as believers should.  That is not the sort of faith that God accepts.   Solomon shows us clearly that wisdom is not the same as godliness.  Wisdom is important, but godliness is vital.  And, of course, wealth does not cultivate godliness.  On Judgement Day wealth is nothing (except a big handicap,) but godliness is everything (in a big way.)
What God commands and accepts is that we listen to him, trust him and obey him.  If we want peace, we trust him.  If we don’t get peace, we still go on trusting him.  If we want success, we trust God for it by obeying him.  If we don’t get success we still go on trusting and obeying him.  That is the way to get to heaven.  That is the only way to stay God’s friend.

God has spoken to us in the Bible.  He spoke to us long ago through Moses.  Listen to what Moses told the Israelites to do, even before they got to the Promised Land:

When you get to the land the Lord your God is going to give you, and you settle there, you will want a king to lead you.  You will want a king like the other nations around you that all have kings leading them.  Make sure that your king is an Israelite and not a foreigner.  1Don’t buy horses for yourselves.  Don’t ever go back to Egypt for them or anything else.  2Don’t marry a lot of wives, because they will turn your heart away from your God.  Don’t become very rich, for the same reason: it will turn your heart away from your God.

This is exactly what Solomon did.

When you get a king, he must make sure that he has a copy of my Law, and listens to my priests.  He must always read the Law for the whole of his life.  From the Law he must learn to fear and respect the Lord his God.  He must be very careful to do what God has commanded.  He must not think that he is more important than anybody else in his kingdom.  He must obey God’s commandments without fail.  He must do this so that he and his descendents may remain in office as rulers of Israel.

This is exactly what Solomon did NOT do.

1Don’t buy horses for yourselves:  In those ancient days horses were the most powerful force that nations had.  Chariots had been invented not very long before, and people believed that this was the power that would keep them safe.  God wanted his people to trust him instead.  David had built up Israel into a strong country, not by means of horses and chariots, but by means of trusting in God.

2Don’t marry a lot of wives:  Not only Solomon but his father David also made this mistake, and it also caused King David endless trouble right to the end of his life.  Solomon became like a bull with a big herd of cows.  It looked great, but it was not right.

It is no use enjoying yourself when you are young if that is going to result in the rest of your life being spoilt.

The Bible says that it is no use enjoying yourself in some wrong way if that is going to result in your going to hell forever.

Fortunately, this did not happen to Solomon because he came to his senses.  He came to realise that all his success and fame and efforts were useless.  After all his success during his life he was a failure in the end.  Although he was outstandingly wise, he had left God out of his life.
He had not worshiped God, and loved God, nor had he trusted God, and obeyed God, as he should have.

In the end Solomon came to see that this was more important than anything else in life.  You can read all about it in the book of Ecclesiastes which he wrote.  Listen to what he says in the last chapter of that book:

Verse 1. Remember to respect and obey your Creator when you are young.  Do this before life gets hard and things go seriously wrong.  Do it before you get old and lose interest in what used to excite you.

Verse 8. Remember: everything in life is actually worthless.  It is so empty!  It’s just vanity.  It’s all vanity really.

Verses 13-14. The true answer to life that you will discover (the hard way) is this:  Fear God, respect him and keep his commandments, because this truth applies to everybody.  Fear God because he is going to bring to judgement every single thing we have done, even if no one else knows about it.  He will decide whether what we have done is good and acceptable, or whether it is bad and unacceptable.

Ecclesiastes chapter 12, verses 1, 8, 13 & 14.

To sum up:

There are two lessons we need to learn about wisdom:
The first is that wisdom does not belong to us.  We are not wise, just as we are not perfect.  The world is not in a mess because we are wise.  There are so many people suffering, and that is because mankind is so foolish.  It is God who is wise, and we have to learn wisdom from him.  That is the first lesson that we have to learn.  Most people never learn that lesson.

Secondly, even God’s people have to learn that if we forget God, we lose whatever wisdom we got from him.  We cannot get wisdom without getting it from God, and we cannot keep wisdom without keeping up our friendship with God.  Friendship with God depends on obeying him.  Obeying him depends on listening to him and trusting him.
Many believers, and many Christians, make the same mistake as Solomon.  They begin by believing in the Lord, but either success or trouble causes them to give up obeying God’s commandments.  They then listen to other ideas as Eve and Adam did.  Once they start to disobey God, things start to go wrong.  Even the wisdom they learnt turns to foolishness, like leaves falling off a tree at the beginning of winter.

Jesus was absolutely right when he said to people:  You are very impressed with Solomon’s wisdom and greatness.
But someone far greater than Solomon is here among you,

and you will not listen to him.
(Matthew 12 and Luke 11.)
Jesus was that greater person.  He never disobeyed God.  He always put God first.  He trusted God, whatever happened.  That is why he was the wisest man ever.  We should therefore learn to listen to him.
Jesus said:
You cannot put GOD first if you want to put MONEY first in your life.
(Matthew 6)

He was right!
When reading Proverbs, take them slowly.  Read, or study, a few at a time.  The thing about these biblical proverbs is that they take a life-time to learn, to soak into our character, and to get put into action.  If you try to read more proverbs, more quickly, they will have only a shallow influence for good on your life.  If you take a few at a time, they can sink more deeply into your soul.  One must get to understand these proverbs from God, then believe in them, then remember them and then put them into action.  To take proverbs in we need to meditate on them:  We need to find time to think about them.
A BIBLE STUDY for the Young

Translated and explained from the Hebrew

PROVERBS
Chapters 2-3 and 11-13

CHAPTER 2
The first 9 chapters of Proverbs tell us what these proverbs are for.  They explain to us what wisdom is.  Then from chapter 10 onwards we have the proverbs.  Chapter 2 is telling us why these proverbs are good for us and why wisdom is so important to us.
2:1-5  WISDOM TEACHES US HOW TO UNDERSTAND GOD
God has made it possible for wisdom to speak to us.  
Wisdom says: 1My son, do you know how to learn to respect the Lord?  Do you understand how to find God?  Well then, listen to me:  You must agree with what I say.  You must believe in the orders I give you.

You must pay attention to wisdom.  Wisdom is sensible and will make you sensible.  You will become intelligent and able to do your work well.  Wisdom will make you able to judge what is right and good and true.
When you need to know what to do you must 2call to God to help you.  You must pray for guidance and understanding. 

You must believe that wisdom is more important and useful than money.  You must study to become wise the way one works to become successful or to win a prize.
If you do this wisdom will teach you to believe in God and 3respect him.  You will then find that you get to know God.
1My son:  Proverbs was written for young people.  When the Hebrews spoke to their children they liked to say, “My son.”  The son was the one they were training to take over the leadership of the family.  “My son” really means anyone who is going to have responsibilities when he or she grows up.
2call:  This Hebrew word is also an Arabian word.  The Arabs use this word, which is Qara’, to get the name Koran or Qor’an.  The word means to read, to read about God, so as to be able to “call”, or pray, to him.
3respect him (God):  The Hebrew Bible uses the words “fear the Lord.”  “Fear” means to respect someone so deeply that one would not think of disobeying him.  To fear God also means to believe in him so strongly that one can always trust him.  To fear God means that we are different from people who think they can ignore God when it suits them.  To fear God means to love him with all one’s heart, and be utterly loyal to him.  If a boy fears his Dad, it means that he is very proud of him.  To fear the Lord means to be dedicated to him.

2:6-10  WE GET WISDOM FROM GOD
We must realise that it is the Lord who gives us wisdom.  It is the Lord who makes us become sensible people.  It is he who teaches us what we need to know and understand.
God keeps a special supply of wisdom for us if we are straight and honest.  God supplies wisdom for people who have integrity.  By his wisdom he lifts us up when we are in trouble.  When we are innocent, and do nothing wrong, God protects us.  He gives us the wisdom that we need.
When we treat people fairly God cares for us.  He sees how we behave and looks after us.  When we are faithful to him, he keeps his eye on us.
When God gives you wisdom you will then confidently understand what is right, and what is fair and just.  God will make sure that good people keep going in every good way in life.  That’s what his wisdom is for.
God will get wisdom into your mind and heart.  You will know that he has done this when you get to know that truth is lovely.  When you find that what you learn from God makes you feel good, then you know that God has taught you wisdom.
2:11-15  WISDOM HELPS US BE CAREFUL OF BAD PEOPLE 

You need wisdom to show you what people are really like.  This will save you a lot of trouble.  If you can understand people, it will help you look after yourself.
You need wisdom to save you from people who cause you trouble.  You need it to protect you from someone who has turned against what is right and mocks what is good.
There are people who have chosen not to live an honest life.  They prefer to lie and cheat.  They are sneaky and dishonest.
They actually like to do what they should not do.  They enjoy it.  They get fun out of behaving badly.  They laugh loudly at what is wrong or ugly or indecent.

They live by lying and cheating.  1They cannot be trusted.  They are crooks.  They rely on being cunning and crafty.

1They cannot be trusted:  The wisdom we get from God will help us to learn who we cannot trust, as well as who we can.

WISDOM AND SEX
Next, we have some advice given by wisdom to a young man.  Wisdom comes from God.  God uses our parents to teach us wisdom.  Here God is talking to all of us the way a father would talk to his son and teach him what is best for him.  
The father says that a young man has to be very careful where sex is concerned.  The problem is that young men want sex.  That is how they are made.  But the one who made them is God.  And God’s wisdom and commands and good advice is that they must be very careful about sex.  They must control themselves.  They must do what is right and decent and honourable.  Sex is a big test for our character.  Proverbs chapters 5 and 6 and 7 talk about this some more.  It is very important, and it’s a big problem, especially when we are young.

Most people don’t want to listen to God and wisdom where sex is concerned.  They want to do what they feel like doing.  God created sex for a man and a woman who are married to each other.  This is how they can have children, and can make love to each other and enjoy being close friends for life.  Through this love they can comfort and encourage each other.  But many people ignore God and have sex that God does not allow.  This is sex with someone that they are not married to.

The father warns his son that there are people who cheat.  People cheat in all sorts of ways.  There will be people who are going to cheat him.  One kind of cheating that he must be extra careful about is sexual cheating.  If someone who is married has sex with someone else that he or she is not married to, then that is wrong.  It is immoral.  It is adultery.  If someone has sex with a person who is married to someone else, then that is also adultery.  God has given us ten very important commandments, and one of them is, 
“You must not commit adultery.”
We must never be guilty of adultery.
The father is teaching his son wisdom, God’s perfect wisdom.  The father knows that young men are very interested in sex.  That means that it is easy for some women to take advantage of this.  There are women who are not happily married to their husbands.  They don’t have love, and they want it.  So they try to find it from other men.  They cheat on their husbands.  That kind of woman tries to trick a man to sleep with her.  Many men will fall for that kind of trick.  Those who are wise, and listen to God, will not, because to sleep with someone else’s wife is a very, very foolish thing to do.  It is dangerous.
There is a good or classic example of this in the Bible.  Joseph was sold as a slave, by his brothers, to Egypt.  There he worked for an important man who was the Captain of Pharaoh’s Guard.  Joseph worked so well that the captain trusted him to run his great home.  But the Captain’s wife wanted to sleep with Joseph because he was so good-looking.  But Joseph kept on refusing to do this, because he believed in God.  Eventually the woman got so angry with him that she told the captain that Joseph had forced her to have sex.  He had raped her.  The captain was furious and, without listening to Joseph’s side of the story, had him arrested and thrown into jail.  But God was with Joseph and he ended up becoming the ruler of Egypt and he saved Egypt from a terrible drought that lasted seven years.
Of course, the same wise advice about sex also applies to girls and women.  There are many men who will take advantage of them, men who have no proper principles or decent standards.  There are plenty of men who will cheat on their wives in order to have some fun with another woman or a girl.  

All of us, boys and girls, men and women, have to be careful to do what is right.  Although a father is here talking to his son, what he says is wisdom for everyone.
God has shown us clearly in the Bible how to behave.  The better we behave, the more peace and happiness we shall have in life.  We shall also give more peace and happiness to others.
2:16-19  WISDOM AND SEX

My son, you need God’s wisdom to save you from a woman who wants sex.  Even though she might be married, she cannot be trusted.  She will cheat on her husband.  She will try to charm you and flirt with you, saying naughty sexy things to trick you and seduce you.  The wise thing to do is just to ignore her.  She is not lovely.  She’s actually an ugly person.  Nobody likes her!
A woman like that is letting her husband down.  When they were young, they became very good friends.  Now she doesn’t care about 1the promise she made to God, when they got married, to be true to her husband.  
When she breaks her promise to God and to her husband, because of sex, 2she is going to die.  She is going to get into big trouble.  
Everyone who is stupid enough to go to her to have sex shall not get away with it.  None of them will be able to get rid of their guilt.  They will never find true love and happiness.  This is because God has said:  

You shall not commit adultery.
1the promise she made:  When a man and a woman get married, they make promises to each other.  They promise to go on loving each other for the rest of their lives.  This promise means that they will be faithful to each other always.  They will never have sex with anyone else.  This promise is made to God.  It is also made in front of the family and friends of both the bride and the bridegroom.  Breaking that promise is called adultery.  
In Exodus 20 we have the Ten Commandments of the Lord.  One of them says: 
You must never commit adultery.
This is important because a man and his wife must love each other.  To do this they must learn to trust each other.  Sex is very important between a husband and a wife.  Life can become very hard for a family, but when parents love and trust each other then their children can have a good home.
2she is going to die:  This is what God told Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.  If they touched the fruit that he told them not to eat, they would die.  What that meant was that they would be severely punished and then, in the end, die.  They would not be able to live happily, and they would not be able to go on living as long as they would have liked to.

The same thing is meant here.  People who break God’s laws cannot find true peace and happiness.  In the end they are going to lose their lives.  

In the Hebrew this proverb actually says that such a woman is going to end up as a ghost – which can never have sex, nor any other kind of pleasure.  Her home will end up being in the grave – where there is never any love, nor any other sort of happiness.  

What makes it even worse is that she will be able to remember what she had when she was alive, and what she threw away by being a fool.
2:20-22  THE RIGHT WAY IS THE BEST WAY
My son, if you learn wisdom, you will be able to live a good life.  If you have nothing to do with a foolish and immoral woman you will become respected as good men are.  You will be able to 1live up to the standards of those who do well in life.
Son, 2you must understand that it is people who do what’s right who end up being successful and able to enjoy life.  It is those who don’t do what’s wrong who are able to cope with life’s problems, and survive, and keep going.

But people who are guilty, who will not listen to God, will fail.  They will die.  They will be cut down, the way a tree may be cut down.  Those who are immoral and unfaithful will be like a tree torn up by its roots and blown down by the powerful wind of a terrible storm.
1live up to the standards:  Sex is very important in our lives.  It starts becoming important while we are still very young.  Sex is the main thing that decides whether we live a moral life or an immoral one.  If one is immoral, one does not have proper principles to live by.  Without principles we will misbehave.  We cannot believe in God and love him.  If one is a moral person, one will be able to have principles and good standards.  One is more likely to behave oneself.
In the Old Testament God shows us again and again that immoral people lived sinful and wicked lives.  They could not do any good.  They could not keep on doing what was right.

In the New Testament God shows us, again and again, that it is by believing in Jesus, and obeying him, that we can become moral people and good people.  

Proverbs show us the right way and the best way to live.  Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit make it possible for us to do that.

2you must understand:  When we read Proverbs, we must understand that they were written for people who were different from us.  They lived a life that was quite different from ours.  But the same rules of God that applied to them also apply to us.
What their ancestors wanted, and wanted badly, was to get out of their slavery in Egypt, and out of the tough conditions of the desert, into the Promised Land of Canaan.  They wanted to go and live in Israel.  So God’s wisdom here tells them that if they do what’s right they will get to the Promised Land.

What the people wanted, who were living when Proverbs was written, was to be safe and successful in the Promised Land.  So, God’s wisdom here tells them that as long as they do not do what’s wrong, they can go on living safely and successfully in the Promised Land.

Chapter 3

3:1-4  THE IMPORTANCE OF WHAT WE ARE TAUGHT
1My son, don’t forget my teaching.  You must also keep in mind what I have told you NOT to do.

Then you will live longer and better.  My teaching will also bring you 2peace and success.
Never give up your love for God and do not lose kindness to others.  Never fail to be honest and reliable.  3Make a special effort to do this and to keep it up.  Make it the most important thing in your life, your top priority.
Then you should be able to get 4God’s support and a good reputation among people.
1My son:  These proverbs of wisdom are what every parent should teach their children.  They are what all teachers should teach any class and each child.  That is what is meant by the words, “My son.”
2peace and success:  The Hebrew word is well known.  It is Shalom [sha-lawm].  Shalom has quite a lot of nice meanings.  It means peace.  It’s what you say when you wish someone well, the way we say: Good luck!  Or better still, God bless you!  May things go well and work out well.  Shalom means good friendship and encouragement.
3Make a special effort:  The writer of the Hebrew poem puts it this way:  Take my teaching and turn it into a smart tie or a beautiful necklace to put around your neck to remind you constantly about what you have been taught.  Write what you learn in a precious little book that you can keep in the drawer of your heart.
4God’s support and a good reputation:  The apostle Paul quoted this proverb when he wrote his second letter to the Corinthians.  Towards the end of chapter 8 he says:  We must be absolutely honest in how we handle money so that we become honourable where God is concerned, and also in our reputation among people.  People are very impressed by someone who is honest with money.  And where God is concerned, that is the only way to go.  Love for God and kindness to people help us become honest and reliable and respected.  That is how God wants us to be.
3:5-8  RESPECT THE LORD AND TRUST HIM
1Trust in the Lord with all your heart.  Put your confidence in him.  Trust him completely.  Do not rely on 2your own cleverness and abilities.
Whatever you want to do, listen to the Lord.  Then he will show you the right way to live, and how to get happiness.
Do not think that 3you are so wise and good.  Make sure that you 4respect the Lord, and watch out that you avoid any 5wrong-doing.  Have nothing to do with it.

If you fear the Lord and avoid evil your nerves will be 6healthy and calm, and you will feel 7strong and good.  
1Trust in the Lord:  He alone can keep us safe.  He alone makes things work properly.  He alone gives us true success.
2your own cleverness:  Our ideas and wishes are never perfect.  Whatever we want to do does not always work out the way we want it to.  There’s always something we did not think of or did not know about.

3you are so wise and good:  There is something weird about people.  We are quick to criticise others, but we like and defend ourselves.  We can clearly see some faults in other people, but we protect ourselves and our reputation.  We think that we are great and good.  We like to complain about others and we like to boast about ourselves.  We point out the mistakes others make, but make excuses if others point out our mistakes.
4respect the Lord:  The Hebrew says, “Fear the Lord.”  In English this means we should realise that God is awesome.  He is marvellous, wonderful and magnificent!  He is brilliant!  He deserves to be admired.  Therefore, he should be deeply respected and highly honoured.  In these ways, yes, he should be feared.  This kind of fear leads to a deep sort of love.
5wrong-doing:  This Hebrew word is usually translated into English as “evil.”  It actually has all sorts of meanings.  One must choose the meaning or meanings that fit in with the point the writer is making.
‘Evil’ means anything bad or wicked, anything ugly that is displeasing to God or hurtful to people.  It is deliberate wrong-doing, being unkind, harmful, nasty or causing suffering or unhappiness to others.  It means disobeying God or treating people badly.  “Evil” is what God and people hate.  It is anything that is disgraceful.  Basically, evil usually means bad or wrong.

Of course, sometimes evil can also mean the worst of crimes against people, or the worst of insults against God.  These sorts of things are done by the worst kinds of people.  That kind of evil is a nightmare!
6healthy and calm:  We have a body and a mind and a soul.  Our body depends on our mind, and our mind depends on our spirit.  To be truly healthy we need a good spirit.  We get a good spirit by loving God.  We improve our spirit by loving people.  
7strong and good:  In the Hebrew it says, “You will strengthen your bones.”  Something that is very important in life is to have strength.  Our bones give strength to our bodies.  But in Hebrew poetry this really means that trusting the Lord and respecting him gives us strength in our spirit.  It puts confidence into our minds.  It even strengthens our bodies.  It makes us feel good.
3:9-10  IT PAYS TO HONOUR GOD
If you are 1rich or well-off, honour the Lord by giving away some of your wealth for him.  Whatever money we earn or get 2our first priority and responsibility must be what we owe to God.
If you do this, your work or business will do so well that you will get plenty and be satisfied.  You will be able to relax and enjoy what you have worked for.
1rich or well-off:  One is rich or well-off if one is living comfortably, if one has everything one needs.  Those who are rich should be generous, for God’s sake, and to help those who are needy and poor.
2our first priority and responsibility:  We must never put what we would like or want before what we ought to give to God.  God must always come first.  Then we have got our priorities right.  The right priorities, what should come first, is the secret to a good life, and to getting God’s help when we need it.

3:11-12  GOD DISCIPLINES US
When the Lord corrects you, my son, when he teaches you a lesson, do not get annoyed and refuse to listen to him.  And another thing: don’t get frightened and into a panic if 1the Lord should punish you, 

for it’s those people that 2the Lord loves whom he disciplines.  God does what any father does who wants what’s best for his son.

1the Lord should punish you:  We don’t like being punished.  That God should punish us is hard to understand.  But the problem is sin.  We have all sinned.  Unfortunately, sin is such a twisted thing.  If we are not punished, we just go on sinning.  When the Lord punishes us, it is to break the hold that sin has on us.  When that happens, we are always grateful to God.  The Lord’s punishment may be painful, but it certainly helps us.
2the Lord loves whom he disciplines:  Discipline is like being coached or trained.  Discipline means that there are rules we must follow if we are to be successful.  Someone needs to discipline us.  Once we have learnt to be disciplined, we are able to discipline ourselves.  That’s what God wants.  God uses our parents to discipline us, especially our fathers.  When our parents do this we are fortunate, because they love us.  They want what is best for us.  That’s why God likes to use them.
3:13-18  WISDOM IS GOOD FOR YOU
Wisdom:  the person who learns to be wise will find happiness.  Wisdom is knowing what is right and what is good.  To understand what is good and right is to find wisdom and happiness.
Wisdom will do you more good than money possibly can.  The benefits and blessings of wisdom are greater than the luxuries of wealth.
Wisdom is more splendid and precious than any treasure.  Anything you might ever want or dream of could not compare with the value of wisdom.
Wisdom will guarantee that you live a good, long life.  Wisdom is also generous: it will get you to do well, and to be respected and honoured.

Wisdom makes our lives 1lovely.  It brings us 2peace instead of a lot of worry or panic.  

Wisdom is like the Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden.  People who love wisdom can live a good, long life.  They will never die.  They will become immortal.  Those for whom wisdom becomes clear and gets a strong hold of their lives, will be blessed.  They will be led, by wisdom, to happiness.
1lovely:  This Hebrew word is where Naomi, in the book of Ruth, got her name from.  “No-am”, which we translate as “Na-om” means lovely or very nice or delightful.  It really means pleasant.  Na-om-i [nah-awm-ee] therefore means “My pleasantness.”  So Naomi [nay-oh-mee] means I am a pleasant person.  It’s a lovely name for a girl.  

The point is that wisdom makes our lives more pleasant, pleasant for ourselves, and pleasant for others, while foolishness makes our lives, and the lives of others, unpleasant.
2peace:  This is the well-known Hebrew word, “Shalom.”  Shalom [shah-lawm] means healthy and safe.  It means sensible or sound, and wise.  It means quiet, instead of trouble, and peaceful instead of unhappiness and suffering.  When you say, Shalom, to someone you are wishing him or her well.
3:19-20  GOD USED WISDOM IN CREATION
The Lord used wisdom 1to begin the world and to get it started well.  He applied his mind and his skills 2to fix the skies firmly in place and in good order.
By the Lord’s knowledge of how things should work 3the oceans were broken open so that water was lifted up into the sky to form clouds.  4The clouds then sprinkled rain onto the earth to cause plants to grow.
1to begin the world:  We begin to get wisdom once we can see what a good job God made of creation, and what a poor job mankind has done in looking after it.
2to fix the skies:  The Hebrew word for the skies is “the heavens.”  That means that we do not know whether the writer meant the atmosphere or outer space or what we call heaven, our future home where God is.
If ‘heavens’ means the atmosphere then this is about how God has set up the rain that we need.  (This is what the next verse is about.)  All life depends on the water that comes from rain, because sea water is not what we need.  God made sure that there would be enough rain for the world’s needs.  The sun causes winds to blow, and the winds cause clouds to form, and the clouds produce rain.  And rain and sunshine cause plants to grow.  God set all this up.  It was wisely done.  It does us so much good.
If ‘heavens’ means space, then this is about how God has set up the sun, moon and stars far, far away from earth.  (This takes us back to the fourth day of creation.)  God has fixed them all up there so that they are where they are meant to be and do what they are meant to do.  The sizes, the distances and the importance of these heavenly bodies is absolutely amazing.  They all work according to rules that God has laid down.  This shows us how clever and skilful God is, and how powerful and almighty he is.  
We can learn from the sun, moon and stars how good all the rules are that God has given us.  God’s laws about how we are to live are as reliable as the laws that govern nature, both on earth and in space.
If ‘heavens’ means heaven itself, then this is about the new world that God is preparing for us.  (This is what God planned for us even before he created this world.)  What we do know about it is that it is perfect, pure and permanent.  Nothing will ever spoil it.  It is for us who believe in God and are acceptable to him, and it is very, very good indeed.  We are in for some absolutely marvellous surprises because God is so good.  
What the proverb is saying is that we can be sure that God has got it all very well organised.  It will be excellent!  Whether it is the atmosphere or space or heaven, God has set it up and arranged it so that we can rely on it, as well as admire it and benefit from it.  With wisdom we can enjoy it all.
3the oceans were broken open:  In Hebrew this is the same way that God broke open the Red Sea so that the Israelites could cross it and so escape or exodus from Egypt.  In that case God broke the sea open so that the sea-bed instantly became dry land that the Israelites could walk across.  God still uses the oceans to look after his people.  He “breaks them open” to get rain out of them.  That means that God makes rain out of the seas.
4The clouds then sprinkled rain onto the earth:  Rain comes to us in a remarkable way:  Where the sun and wind warm the air above the sea, water evaporates into the air, like steam coming out of a kettle.  This invisible wet vapour rises up high into the sky to where the atmosphere is cold.  There it condenses or joins together to form little drops.  These form clouds.  In a cloud the tiny droplets of moisture collect around tiny particles of dust or salt.  This dust often comes from deserts where the winds blow the sand into dust and up into the air.  It can travel for thousands of miles.  The salt comes from the waves in the sea that are caused by the winds.  The wind then picks up these tiny particles of salt and lifts them up into the sky.

In the clouds as the little drops bump into one another they form big drops.  Eventually the drops are big enough to fall as rain.  In cold countries they freeze and fall as snow.  

This is why rain falls in little drops instead of gushing down as it does when one empties a bucket of water.  These separated drops of water or separate snowflakes are called ‘precipitation.’  Precipitation is really a natural miracle.  By his understanding God made all this work.
In this proverb Solomon uses a Hebrew word that means that the rain is “sprinkled” on the earth.  That word usually means “to drip” or “to trickle.”  What wise King Solomon was talking about a thousand years before Christ was precipitation.  God created precipitation.  God used wisdom to produce precipitation.  God designed precipitation when he made the world and has kept it going ever since.  As Solomon said, God invented precipitation by his wisdom.  If we have wisdom, we shall appreciate rain that comes from God, as well as God’s wisdom, which is the basis of God’s goodness to us.  Rain is just one example in nature of God’s blessings to us.
God also decides when it is going to rain.  It is good to hear people praying to God for rain when there has been a serious drought.  Prayer during difficult times is comforting and encouraging.
3:21-26  THE VALUE OF GOD’S WISDOM
My son, be alert!  Be wise!  Keep your eyes wide open.  Don’t allow yourself to forget and become careless.  Watch out that you always 1know what is right and sensible.  Always make sure that you 2know what is bad and cannot be trusted.
If you can learn wisdom and learn to be careful and discerning, you will be able to look after yourself.  You will also become someone people can respect and admire.
Wisdom and discernment will give you confidence.  You will live safely with nothing to fear.  You will not make any big mistakes that will hurt you.  You will benefit greatly from a clear conscience.
With wisdom and discernment, you can rest without anything worrying you.  You will be able to enjoy your relaxation and sleep in peace.
You will not be afraid of any unexpected or sudden disaster.  Wisdom and discernment will protect you from that.  You will not be in danger of the kind of collapse and destruction that comes to people who are guilty of cheating and fraud.
Wisdom and discernment come from the Lord, and will give you confidence in life.  God will look after you so that you do not fall into any kind of trap that wrecks your life.

1know what is right and sensible:  This is what being wise means.  A wise person knows what is right and does not do what is wrong.  A wise person is sensible, and does not do stupid things.

2know what is bad and cannot be trusted:  This is called “discernment.”  Discernment is part of wisdom.  Discernment means to know what is wrong, to be able to see what is bad, to realise what we cannot trust.  Discernment means that we don’t make silly, unnecessary mistakes.  Discernment means we do not listen to people if they are bad or foolish.  We don’t allow people to mislead us or trick us.  Discernment stops us being fooled by anyone who is up to any kind of nonsense.  It is an important part of wisdom.  In this wicked world we have a great need for discernment.
3:27-30  TREAT PEOPLE FAIRLY
Be fair.  Don’t be stingy or selfish.  Don’t keep something that belongs to someone else.  When you are able to return what you have borrowed, give it back to its owner.  
Don’t say to 1him, Go away, and come back tomorrow.  I’ll return it to you then.  Don’t do this to 1him when you know you have it and can give it to 1him straight away.  Be fair.
Don’t work out some cunning way to cheat someone you know.  If 1he trusts you and gets on with you, don’t do 1him any harm.  Treat 1him fairly.  
2Don’t argue with anyone for no good reason.  If 1he is doing you no harm, leave 1him alone.  Be fair to him!
1him; him; him; he; him; him; he; him:  When the Bible says, “him” or “he” it usually, and often, just means someone.  Someone could be him or her, he or she, male or female.  The English language does not have just one word that means ‘him’ and ‘her’ as well as ‘he’ or ‘she.’  In the plural it has the word ‘they’ and ‘them’ which covers both female and male.  But this is not so in the singular.  In Hebrew the word for both him and her, is “him.”  Both he, and she, is he.
For hundreds of years this problem in English did not matter because people can easily know when ‘him’ just means someone, or when it is talking about a man or a boy.  Instead of saying all the time, ‘he or she’ and ‘him or her’ the Bible just says ‘he’ or ‘him.’  Otherwise, it can get complicated and clumsy and even tiring to keep saying ‘him or her’ and ‘she or he’ all the time.
2Don’t argue with anyone for no good reason:  The Hebrew says:  Don’t argue with a person for no good reason.  In Hebrew the word “person” means ‘just an ordinary person.’  He or she would be someone who is not special, who is not important or wealthy.  We would be very careful not to argue with someone who was powerful.  We might end up in trouble.  But with someone we do not have such respect for it can be an easy temptation to argue with him or her.  This proverb, which comes from God, says that we should treat ordinary people with the same respect that we treat special or important people.
3:31-35  GOD HATES WRONG AND LOVES RIGHT
Don’t think it must be good to be someone who is strong and can bully people to get what he wants.  Never choose to use that kind of nasty force or violence against anyone to get what you want.

For the Lord hates and detests anyone who uses his power to threaten and bully people.  But the people who behave well and treat others well become God’s friends.
The Lord condemns the wicked and sends 1curses to their home and all that belongs to them.  At the same time the Lord supports good people and sends 2blessings to their family and their belongings.
Make no mistake:  Proud and arrogant people who mock and insult others will be put to shame by the Lord.  But God will show goodwill and many favours to people 3who have learnt from their suffering to be humble and gentle.
4Wise people, who listen to God, are going to get congratulations and be honoured.  They will be respected.  They will become heroes.  But 5fools, who would not listen to God, will have nothing to show except how stupid they have been.  They will be put to shame.  We must avoid that.  We have to avoid it and escape ending up shamefully exposed and condemned as wrong-doers.
1curses:  Curses and cursing are common words in the Bible.  God has made it very plain that where people disobey him, he will punish them.  That is what a curse is about.  It means that one is doomed; one has had it!  A curse will ruin one, and bring lots of trouble and suffering with it.  One is going to lose out in a big way.  A curse from God will kill one in the end.  The whole purpose of a curse is to warn one to change one’s way of life.  If one listens and repents, the curse will fall away.
2blessings:  Blessings are the exact opposite of curses.  Blessings are what make life really worthwhile.  They are a great encouragement, and bring us a lot of happiness and strength.  Blessings bring us hope, and help us to keep going.  God’s blessings mean that we are going to do well in life and win in the end.  God’s greatest blessing is his gift of being able to live forever with him in glory in heaven.  
The whole purpose of God’s blessings is to encourage us to do what’s right and to keep on doing it, whatever happens.  We know that we shall suffer in life, and that we must suffer, but God will look after us and cheer us up and rescue us.  One day he will lift us up to a better world.  There we shall live happily ever after.  What a wonderful blessing that will be!
3who have learnt from their suffering to be humble:  The Hebrew word used here has two meanings:  It means to suffer and it means to be humble.

Suffering teaches us to become better people.  Suffering teaches us to care about other people instead of disliking them.  This is why God allows us to suffer, even though we believe in him and love him.  God uses suffering to humble us, and make us better and greater people.
4Wise people, who listen to God:  The basic idea of wisdom is simply that we learn to listen to God.  God is perfectly wise.  We make lots and lots of mistakes.  If we listen to God and learn from him, we begin to understand life and people and ourselves better.  Whatever God teaches us is good for us.  Wisdom is to know what is right - and to do it.
5fools, who would not listen to God:  Foolishness is refusing to listen to God.  We are imperfect.  We have many faults.  If we don’t listen to God, we only get worse.  People actually become more and more foolish the older they get.  The more power and wealth people get, the more mistakes they make and the more harm they do.  Eventually they will have to stand before God and answer for everything they have said and done.  That is going to be a terrible time for them, awful and very embarrassing indeed.

PROVERBS
Chapter 11
INTRODUCTION:

From chapter 10 onwards we have the actual proverbs that King Solomon wrote in his wisdom.  They make interesting and useful reading for adults and children.  They give us helpful food for thought.

These proverbs usually come one at a time.  There are times when two or three proverbs in a row are about the same subject.  But that does not often happen.  Most times each proverb stands on its own.

Hebrew words often have a lot of meaning to them.  To understand the meaning of many of these words one needs to explain them as well as just translate them.  

So, first of all we look at what the proverb is really getting at.  The Hebrew words that are used have a lot of meaning.  It can take a whole sentence in English just to explain properly what one Hebrew word is getting at.  

Once we understand properly what the proverb is saying, we then try to write out the proverb as simply as possible.  It is because the proverbs are so simple that they are so useful for teaching us the lessons of life, and how to be wise.  A short proverb sticks in the mind.  But the secret is to understand what it really means.  

Since the proverb in Hebrew says more than any English translation can bring out, we have explanations or comments with each proverb.  This comment will explain more clearly what the proverb is actually getting at.

God has given us proverbs to help us cope with the problems and challenges of life.

The purpose of the proverbs, which are inspired by God, is to teach us common sense.  One of the big problems with any religion, even Christianity, is that people lose sight of our need to be sensible.  We need to learn to think for ourselves.  We need to learn to judge what is right and what is wrong, what is good and what is bad, what is best for us and what will be a disaster for us if we don’t stop it.  God has given us the book of Proverbs to stop us becoming careless or silly, or fanatical, in our beliefs.

Of course, there are many people who could teach us a good lesson or something wise.  Parents do this and so do teachers.  There are also lots of writers who have lots of wisdom.  But we must remember that these proverbs were given to Solomon by God.  So there is something special about them that will do us special good.  God understands us better than anyone else.  God understands people better than anyone else.  God alone knows the future and what is going to happen, and what we shall need to be able to face it.  God is the one who knows what is best for us.  

We shall learn the most useful kind of lessons if we make time to think about these proverbs in the Bible.

Try doing just one or two proverbs at a time, or maybe three if you have got time or if you find them very interesting and helpful.  The secret is to spend a bit of time thinking about the proverb.  Don’t rush them.  And don’t forget them!

1.  The Lord hates fraud. 


And he loves honesty.

We must never cheat.  God will shame us and punish us for it.

God is proud of honest people, people who have integrity.  Those people can be trusted, and will be respected.

2.  Pride with arrogance leads to embarrassment and disgrace.  


To be humble leads to becoming wise.

If we become proud, we become arrogant.  Arrogance means refusing to listen to someone who is right.  Sooner or later God is going to bring shame on arrogant people.
A humble person is someone who is willing to be taught and corrected.  A humble person becomes good to know and to work with.
3.  Good people’s honesty will guide them to success.  


The dishonesty of unreliable people will destroy them.

An honest person can be trusted.  To be trusted will lead to being successful.

A dishonest person is unreliable.  To be unreliable leads to big trouble and disaster.

4.  Money cannot save you when God gets angry.  


But honesty can save your life.

When God gets angry with our sins, we cannot buy his forgiveness or favours.

If we get into any kind of trouble, honesty and integrity will save us from being ruined.

5.  When good people do nothing wrong it makes life easier for them.


Bad people’s dishonesty causes them a lot of trouble.

Things work out better for people who always do what is right.

Things go wrong, and badly wrong, for people who cheat.
6.  Good people’s good behaviour saves them from a lot of trouble.


The scheming of people who cheat gets them caught in a trap.

If we do what’s right, and treat people properly, life is going to be much less troublesome, complicated and worrying.

To cheat is to dig a pit, and then fall into oneself.  Those who cheat get caught out.

7.  When a bad man dies his hopes die with him.


What a rich man thought he could get, he loses when he dies.

People who are rouges forget that they are going to die one day.  That’s when their whole world will fall apart.

Money will never save anyone from having to die in the end.  One cannot take what one has bought with one after dying.  However rich one became, one has nothing in the grave.

8.  A good person will be rescued from trouble.


It will come upon a bad person instead.

If you are good to others, you will discover that others are good to you when things go wrong for you.

But nothing can save an unkind person from things going wrong.  He is a target for trouble.

9.  Someone who will not listen to God will harm others by his talk.


But someone who knows God will not be taken in by it.

If we won’t listen to God on how to treat others, we are going to hurt them, even by what we say to them, or about them.

But if we learn from God, we are not going to get hurt by what people say to us, or about us.

10.  Everybody is pleased when good people do well.


But when trouble-makers lose out everyone is really happy.

We all like and support good people.  When a good person achieves something great, it is good news for everybody.  

No one likes someone who causes us trouble and unhappiness.  When such a person gets into trouble everyone feels a sense of relief.  Justice is a good thing; it makes one glad.

11.  What a blessing are decent people!  They do others so much good!


But even what bad people have to say, breaks everyone down.

Good people do a lot of good to others.  They are welcomed, liked and respected.  Good people are appreciated.  Good people are encouraging.
Nasty people do a lot of harm to others.  Even what they say causes a lot of trouble and frustration to people.  Bad people are discouraging.
12.  Anyone who says nasty things about someone else is thoughtless.


But someone who says nothing bad about others has got sense.

It’s not clever to say ugly or rude things about someone.  It is stupid!  It is going to cause trouble for you.

It is wise to keep one’s feelings and thoughts to oneself, even if someone deserves criticism.  Saying nothing, especially when we are provoked, is good self-discipline.  It is going to save you a lot of problems.

13.  A tell-tale goes around telling people’s secrets.


But someone with a trustworthy character will keep a secret.

People like to gossip.  People like to hear gossip.  It is so easy to fall into that trap.  If a gossiper gets to know anyone’s secrets, he will enjoy telling others about it.  But that is a weakness in that person’s character.

Someone who knows how to keep information about someone else, to himself or herself is a gem.  That is the kind of friend one needs.  We call that discretion, which is a sign of a good character.  Discretion means that when we find faults or weaknesses, mistakes or problems in someone, we don’t talk to others about it.
14.  When people don’t get guidance, they fail.


When they get enough good advice, they get the help they need.

All of us need advice, because we all make mistakes.  We must learn to listen to people who know what they are talking about.  If we don’t listen, we lose out.  The best place in the world to get guidance is the Bible.  The Bible shows us what God wants us to be able to see.

For advice to help us properly, it must be good, and we must get enough of it so that we know what to do to face a problem, to cope with a challenge, and to deal successfully with a need.

15.  Anyone who lends to someone he does not know will get hurt.


But if you know how to say “No,” you will be safe.  

If we lend money, we must know what the person is like that we are lending it to, and that we can trust him or her.  Otherwise, we can easily lose out.

It’s very important to learn how to say, No, to people who want to use us for their own purposes.  Giving in to people can cause us a lot of trouble sometimes.

16.  A woman who cares will earn lots of honour.


But a man who is a bully can only heap up money.

If you care for people, or anyone, you will be highly respected.  You will be loved.

If you cheat people and treat them badly to get what you want, you will NOT be respected or liked.

A gentle, caring woman who helps others achieves much more than a strong man who is just interested in himself, and treats people badly in order to enrich himself.

17.  You do yourself a big favour if you like to be kind.


But anyone who stirs up trouble among his own people is heartless.

Kindness has many rewards.  People welcome kindness, especially when they need it.  People remember a kindness.  Even hard and unfriendly people respect a kind action.  
To cause trouble is foolish.  To cause trouble at home, or among people one lives with or works with is absolutely stupid.  This is simply to make a lot of big trouble for oneself.  
18.  He who cheats to make himself a fortune ends up making a fool of himself.


But he who stands up for honesty will always earn what he needs.

Some people cheat in order to get money.  But when one cheats there is always the danger of being caught.  There is nothing worse than being caught out.  It is so embarrassing and humiliating!  One feels such a fool, and everyone turns against one.

Honesty is the best way to get what one needs.  Once people know you are honest, they will always support you, or even help you.

19.  It’s true that a good person will become happy.


But anyone who is bad will become ruined.

If you want to live a good life, be good to people, and do whatever good you can.  You will find that that works.  You will also get a lot of pleasure out of doing it.  A good person becomes a happy one.

If you get nasty, everyone and everything is going to turn against you.  That’s how to wreck your life.  You will end up bitter, struggling, and suffering.  Don’t do anything you are going to regret later on.  A nasty person ends up a wretched one.

20.  To the Lord a person who twists the truth to tell a lie is disgraceful.


But someone who does nothing wrong is a pleasure to the Lord.

To God there is nothing worse than someone using the truth to cover up a lie.  A certain amount of truth can easily be used to mislead someone.  God hates that!

God loves anyone who always does what’s right, and treats people the right way.  God likes it when he sees it because there is not a lot of that kind of honesty and decency in the world.

21.  It’s always true that no dishonest person will ever get away unpunished.


But the families of decent, honest people will escape God’s punishment.

Dishonest people always think that they will get away with cheating or lying.  They just do not understand that they won’t.  God never misses a trick, not even a sly or cunning one.  God will see to it that every form of dishonesty will be punished.  
Our honesty is very good for our family and our friends.  It is easy to love and respect, and support or even help, someone who is honest and decent.

22.  You cannot make a pig lovely by putting a gold ring in its snout.


Nor can a woman be beautiful who does not know how to behave herself.

Any girl or woman who is pretty, but does not behave decently, is definitely not beautiful.  Not even pretty clothes or jewellery can make her look good.  You can’t make what’s ugly, lovely. 

The secret to real beauty is inside one, not on the outside: the true secret is a lovely character and a beautiful attitude, not things like lip-stick or hair-do’s or pretty clothes.
23.  You can be sure that what good people want is what is good.


You can also be sure that what bad people can expect, is God’s anger.

A good person never wants what is bad or wrong or hurtful.  A good person wants what is good.  If what a person wants is good, then that person is someone good.

Never forget that God will punish bad people.  He gets very cross when people harm others or do ugly things.  Don’t mess around with God!  Don’t let God get angry with you.

24.  Someone who is generous and gives to the needy will get richer.


But someone stingy will end up in need himself.

To be kind and helpful, especially to someone in need, is the best way to look after one’s own interests.  Those who are generous get God’s support.  They end up getting more, not less.

But anyone who is selfish, and does not care about others, especially those in need, will not have God’s support.  He is going to lose out, and suffer, without anyone’s sympathy.

25.  Whoever is kind to others will do well in life.


Whoever helps others will get help himself when he needs it.

Real success in life does not come from what we can get, but from what we give.  The best kind of giving is to people in need.

Everyone is going to go through hard and difficult times, sooner or later.  Where we have been kind and helpful to others, God will provide people who are kind and helpful to us.

26.  A man who pushes up the price of food when people are hungry is hated.


The man who sells food willingly when people need it, will earn their love.

Whenever there is a shortage of what we need, the prices go up.  This causes people to get angry.  Don’t make life harder for people than it already is.

To make life easier for struggling people is a great achievement that will be highly appreciated.

27.  Someone who wants to do good will discover that goodwill comes to him.


But anyone who causes trouble will find that trouble will come to him.

When we like to be helpful to people, we shall find out that people like us, and want to help us.

When people hurt others, they will find out that people don’t care about them, not even if they get into trouble.
28.  The one who trusts his wealth will fail.


But those who are righteous will flourish like a leaf forming on a tree.

Anyone who thinks that money is the only thing that matters, is going to be a failure.

But anyone who sticks to what is right is going to do well in life.

29.  You are the one who will lose out if you cause your family trouble.


Someone behaving foolishly will have to take orders from someone wise.

People in families sometimes argue.  To cause trouble for your family is to bring trouble upon yourself.  No good will ever come from harming one’s own family.  God uses our family as the first people we should learn to treat well.

It you do stupid things, you are going to have to be bossed around by someone with more sense.

30.  The good that good people do is like fruit from a good tree.


To be able to bring truth and love into people’s souls is true wisdom.

Just as we like and appreciate good fruit, so we like and appreciate good people.  And others will like and appreciate us if we live good lives.

The greatest good that we can do for people is to be truthful with them always, and to love them.  Wisdom is made up of two main things:  Tell the truth, and treat people well.

31.  You can be sure that the righteous will be rewarded on earth.


You can be even more sure that the wicked will be paid back for their sins.

God keeps an eye on all of us, and on what we do.  He is pleased if we always do what’s right, and he will reward us for it, not just in heaven, but even in this life.  We can count on that.

God keeps an eye on all of us, and on what we do.  He is displeased when he sees that we want to do what’s wrong, and he will make sure that we suffer the consequences for our sins.

Chapter 12

1.  Someone who wants to learn must be willing to accept discipline.


Anyone who hates to be corrected will just remain stupid.

Learning and studying can be difficult.  We have to work at it.  It also means that we have to accept the discipline of our parents and teachers and those we work for.  Discipline like this helps us to become self-disciplined as we grow up.  Discipline is a very important part of our faith in God.

Proper learning means that we have to have our mistakes corrected.  Many people don’t like that. 
2.  A good person gets goodwill from the Lord.

But the Lord condemns a crafty person who cheats.
God likes good people.  He will hear their prayers.  He will help and encourage them.

You cannot possibly rely on the Lord if you cheat.  You will never get his support.

3.  A person who lies and cheats will not be able to live comfortably or safely. 

Someone who is decent, honest and fair is stable, reliable and safe.
Dishonesty and cheating do not make life easier or better.  No one likes a liar.  

Honesty and reliability give one confidence in life, as well as a clear conscience.  

4.  An honest wife who has integrity makes her husband proud and happy.

If she is shameful, she will be a nightmare for him.

Integrity is so important in a marriage.  Honesty means you can trust your wife or husband.  A good marriage is something you can be proud of, and get a lot of happiness from.

Don’t marry someone with no principles.  It will turn into a nightmare!

5.  The plans of an honest person are lawful and fair.

But corrupt and cunning people will trick others to get their money.
You can trust someone who is honest, who has principles, and who is fair and reasonable.
Be careful: there are always people who want to trick you out of your money.  Be careful whom you trust.  The basic, safe rule is:  Don’t trust anyone until you know you can trust them.

6.  What wicked people talk about is meant to stir up trouble and violence.

What decent people have to say saves them from trouble.
A bad person causes trouble by what he says, and his arguing turns into a fight.

A good person finds a way to avoid unpleasantness.

7.  God is going to overthrow the wicked, so that they are no longer there.

But the family of the righteous ones will survive and last.
God will not tolerate wickedness.  He will get rid of it.

When one is righteous, one’s family benefits.  

8.  People will respect and praise a person who has good sense.

But someone who twists the truth and causes confusion will be hated.
Being sensible makes it easier for people to relate to you and connect with you.  There is so much corruption and foolishness in the world, that a sensible person is a hero.

Someone who is not truthful is a problem and a nuisance.  Hiding the truth is going to produce problems for people that they will not like.  Normal people hate untruthful people.

9.  It is good if you are unimportant but can have someone work for you.

That’s better than pretending to be great, but not having enough food.
What is important is not how important you are, but that you are doing well.

Many ‘successful’ people are merely pretending to be successful.  They worry more about what people think of them, than making sure they do a proper job, and do it well.

10.  A good person learns to know how his animal feels.

As for a bad person, even if he cares, he is still horrible and cruel. 
Learn to care about animals, and how to care for them.

But even caring for animals does not make one a good and kind person.  Caring for animals should teach us, and train us, to care about people.

11.  A farmer who works his land will have plenty to eat.

But someone who just chases empty and useless ideas is stupid.
To live properly we have to work.  To get something that we need or want, we have to work for it.  
Trying to be clever, instead of working, is useless.  One only makes a fool of oneself.

12.  What the wicked want is a sinful hunting-net for trapping people.

But the root of righteous people produces what they want.
In the old days, hunting involved trying to trap animals.  In the same sort of way ruthless people try to trap people.  Hunting like this is ruthless and cruel.
Righteousness has its roots based on good principles.  

13.  A bad person makes a trap for himself by what he says.


A good man avoids trouble.

A dishonest person is eventually going to be found out and caught out.  One cannot get away with doing what is wrong.  It will eventually be exposed.

Do what is right, and you will be free of many problems, problems for yourself, and problems for others.

14.
A thoughtful man can earn a good living by what he says or talks about.

A working man will also be well rewarded by the work of his hands.
Someone who studies and learns and can gain knowledge and can think, is valuable, and deserves his salary.

Someone who can use his hands, who is skilled in a trade, will always be needed and can be sure of a good income.
15.
A fool thinks that whatever he does is alright and good enough.

But anyone who listens to advice is wise.

It is very easy to see the faults in others, but we don’t like to face up to our own faults.  The less we care about our own faults the more faults we shall make.  The more faults we have the more mistakes we shall make.  The more mistakes we make, the more problems and suffering we shall have in life.
It is a good thing to learn to listen to advice at an early age.  If we learn to listen to good advice, it will make us wise.  If we are wise, we shall be able to cope with life, and we are also going to be useful.
16.
A fool lets everyone know immediately when he gets angry.

Someone who can keep calm and quiet when he is insulted, is sensible.
To get angry quickly, and loses his temper easily, just shows that we don’t know how to control our feelings and emotions.  

There will always be people who upset us.  It is a good thing if we can keep our temper under control.  The person who can do this will come out on top.  Don’t let others drag you down to their low level.

17.
Someone who firmly believes in what is right will report what is right.


But someone who wants to cheat is going to lie.
People who believe in what is right will tell you the truth.  You can rely on them.

On the other hand, someone who cheats will tell a lie.  No one can trust cheaters and liars. 
18.
There will be someone speaking thoughtlessly, which cuts like a knife.

But wise people talk in a way that helps and encourages others.
There are people who don’t think or care about others.  They think only about themselves.  At some stage they are going to say something that hurts someone.  Don’t do that!

People with good sense will help or encourage others.  Making life better for others makes life better for you.  Helping and encouraging others is a great achievement.
19.
Anyone who is truthful is reliable and can always be trusted.

But if I wink with my eye, you already know my tongue is telling a lie.

To be truthful is the best way to get on with people.  To be trusted makes you a good friend and a valuable partner or colleague.

A cunning and shifty person cannot be trusted or relied on.  He is no use to anyone.

20.
Someone who wants to take advantage of others has deceit in his mind.

But anyone who gives good advice has happiness in his heart.
When a scheming person wants to use someone else for a selfish and unworthy purpose, he will lie to him.  Never lie to anyone.  Don’t take advantage of people.
Our duty is to help people.  Doing good to others is very satisfying.
21.
No disaster will be sent for a righteous person.

But wicked people are filled with emptiness and misfortune.
God does not punish someone who lives righteously.

People who go wrong in life, and become bad, never find satisfaction or peace or worthwhile achievement.
22.
The Lord regards the telling of a lie as an utter disgrace.

But someone who sticks to the truth is an absolute pleasure to him.
God does not tolerate lying.  It is offensive to him.  Telling a lie means we have no faith in God.
God likes truthfulness.  He is proud of us if we are truthful, especially if that is hard.
23.
Any ordinary man is sensible if he keeps quiet about what he knows.

But a fool cannot stop himself talking about other people’s foolishness. 

Many people like to talk about the faults or weaknesses or problems that others have.  We are wise and helpful if we can control ourselves so as not to talk about such things.

It is foolish and unhelpful to talk about other people’s mistakes or failings.  It achieves nothing good.  Being a Christian means being kind toward others, even if they have faults.
24.
Someone who works well is going to be put in charge of others.

Someone who is slack and careless will end up doing the hard work.
Good work results in promotion.  This means being responsible for the way others work.  It is an honour and a privilege that is precious to most people.

Carelessness and laziness will hold one back in one’s work and career.  Such a person will end up having to do the jobs that are not pleasant or rewarding.  He will be like a slave.

25.
Worry and fear causes one to sink into depression and misery.

But a kind and encouraging word gives someone pleasure and gladness.
We have to learn how not to get anxious or worried or scared about things.  The answer to such problems is to trust God.  God will help us if we are faithful to him, and ask him for help.  Reading the Bible helps reduce our stress.  Read it and believe it.

It helps to hear encouragement from someone, and it is a privilege to be able to encourage someone.  Receiving or giving encouragement makes one feel good.
26.
One should search for ways to influence a friend to do what’s right.

But the way a bad person behaves leads them all to their ruin.
Do what’s right and encourage others to do what’s right.  That’s a fine way to live.  The way to get this right is to keep reading the Bible regularly.

When someone does what is wrong, he drags his friends down with him.  He will suffer, and so will those who are connected to him by friendship.

27.
Laziness and carelessness is of absolutely no use if you try to go hunting.

But anyone will have enough if diligence is important to him.
Living the Christian life is rather like hunting.  One has to be alert and on one’s toes.  You cannot be a Christian if you are lazy and careless.
Once one is careful and dedicated, which is diligence, one will be able to get what one needs, and be able to live the Christian life day by day.  We need to do our best.

28.
If you live a good life, you will do well, 


and that way of living is a path that will never lead to your ruin.
The great aim in life is to be a good person.  If, with the help of your Bible and prayer, you become a good person, you are going to live a good life.

If you opt for what is true and right and good, you will not have lived in vain.  You can’t go wrong if you do what is right.  If you do what you should, and could, you won’t fail.
CHAPTER 13
All these proverbs were so well thought out, and so well thought through.  For thousands of years people have learnt wisdom from them.  That wisdom has made life better for lots of people.

1.
You are sensible if you accept the discipline and correction of your father.

Someone who is arrogant and stubborn will not accept any rebuke.
God gave us parents to show us what is right, and to get us to do it.  God uses them to correct us when we go wrong.  They discipline us because they love us.

Rebellion against authority and refusal to be corrected is a sign that there is something very wrong with us.  We won’t listen and we won’t learn.  We must not be like this.

2.
If good things come out of your mouth, good things will go back into it.

But what deceitful and faithless people really want is trouble and violence.
By saying good things, you will do a lot of good.  If you do what is good, you are going to get what is good in return.

Lying, and letting people down, leads to a lot of trouble, a lot of serious trouble.

3.
Someone who can keep a secret will protect himself.

Someone who talks too much is going to cause himself a lot of trouble.

If you can keep a secret, you not only help someone, but you do yourself some good too.  Be good to others, and you will do yourself a lot of good too.

We like to talk, and we like to be popular, but it can lead to big problems if we are not careful about what we say, and to whom we say it.

4.
What a lazy person wants he goes on longing for it, but he gets nothing.

What a sharp, diligent person wants, he gets and is satisfied with it.
Proverbs has a lot to say about lazy people.  Lazy people miss the opportunities to get what they want.  Laziness gets us nowhere.  It results in a lot of disappointments in life.

Proverbs has a lot to say about diligence.  Diligent people succeed, and find it very worthwhile and satisfying.  Diligence is the gateway to success.  Diligent people enjoy life.
5.
A good person hates anything to do with lying or cheating.

A bad person gets up to things that bring shame and disgrace onto him.
Nobody likes anyone who lies and cheats.  A good person is honest, fair and reliable.  People like that have absolutely no time for those who are deceitful.
The result of doing what is bad or ugly or wrong, is that one loses all respect, both from others and for oneself.  Sooner or later one lands in disgrace.  And that is awful!

6.
If you do what’s right and are blameless, your way of life is safe and sound.

But nastiness or sin will trip up and ruin a sinner.
If your conscience is clear, you never have anything to worry about.  You have nothing to fear, and can relax.  It removes a lot of stress from your life.

If you have been horrible or bad, you are going to lose out and come short.  It’s just a matter of time.  On top of that you will live with a lot of stress and regrets that you don’t need.

7.
Some people pretend to be rich; the truth is that they really have nothing.

Some people pretend to be poor, but actually they are very well off.

People like to impress others.  They want people to admire them.  But pretending what you think will impress people, will be a useless and hopeless way to live.

It would be better to be understated: if you are doing well, it does not matter if people think you have nothing.  What people think is not important; what you are is what matters.

8.
A rich man can afford to have personal protection to keep him safe.

A poor man does not have to worry about anyone wanting to attack him.
A rich person is thankful that he can have people looking after him, and property that keeps him safe from thieves or robbers.  But,

A man who is poor does not have to worry that anyone will attack him, for he has nothing to lose.  Don’t get rich, and don’t worry if you are not wealthy.

Jesus taught:  Blessed are you who are poor for the kingdom of heaven is yours. (Luke 6)
9.
The pleasantness of a good person cheers others up.

But the happiness of a corrupt person will get crushed.
People like a cheerful or friendly person, someone with a positive attitude.  This is welcomed because there is so much trouble in the world, and disappointment.
But the jolliness and humour and flattery of someone who is corrupt, is going to land him in very big trouble.  You cannot laugh with anyone who uses laughter to hide sin.

10.
The only thing that pride can produce is arguing and fighting.

But someone who is influenced by good advice is wise.
Pride and arrogance is a nasty way of life.  It causes all sorts of tensions among people.  Feeling superior to others, and despising them, causes lots of trouble.  Christians are humble.

If we can learn from someone who is good, we are wise.  To listen to advice is going to benefit us.  That’s how we become wise.  The Bible has lots and lots of good advice.
11.
A dishonest man’s money will waste away and be lost.

But someone who works hard to save money will see it grow.

It never pays to cheat.  It never pays to steal.  It never pays to lie.  Whatever we get by cheating, stealing or lying, we are going to lose in a bitter and painful and disappointing way.
To work hard for what we earn, and to save what we can, will result in our finances becoming healthy and stable.  And with it, we shall have peace of mind, without stress.
12.
When what you long for is delayed a long time, it gets you down.

When what you hoped for happens, it encourages and inspires you.

Disappointment is hard to bear.  If what you hoped for does not come reasonably soon, it is discouraging.  Therefore, don’t delay what you owe to others who are looking forward to it.

Good news is encouraging.  When what we hoped for comes, we feel good.  When our plans work out, we are inspired.  Success lifts our spirit.

13.
Anyone who has contempt for what he is told to do gets himself into trouble.

Someone who respects an instruction will be rewarded.
It is useless, and harmful to ourselves, to rebel against authority.  We must learn how to obey orders, whether we like them or whether we don’t.  Our attitude is important.

If we are able to do what we are told to do, with a good attitude, we are going to be appreciated and respected.  In time people will show their respect and appreciation to us.

14.
The instruction of a wise man will always do one a lot of good.

It will save one from making dangerous and disastrous mistakes.

When we learn to listen to anyone who is experienced and wise, and learn from what he says, we are going to benefit greatly from it.

Wisdom is important.  Any wisdom we learn from others is going to save us from going wrong and getting into trouble.  If we do make mistakes it also harms others.

15.
Someone who is sensible will get friends and respect and co-operation.

Someone who cannot be trusted is going to have a very hard life.

Behave sensibly and well.  That’s the way to get on well with people, and to get their support.  When people like you, life is much sweeter for you.

One of the important rules in life is to be trustworthy and reliable.  If people cannot trust you, you are going to find life very difficult.  People don’t like those who are unreliable.

16.
Every sensible person acts when he knows what he is doing.

But a senseless person shows that he is a fool by the stupid things he does.

We must not be thoughtless or reckless.  The right thing to do is to think through what we are going to do, so that we are confident when we do it.

We can tell when someone is a fool.  We can tell it by what he does.  If what he does is stupid, then he is a fool.  Don’t make a fool of yourself; people judge one by what one does.

17.
If you trust a bad person, he will let you down and cause you trouble.


But a faithful, responsible person will bring good out of difficulties.

If you give someone a job to do, or responsibility to carry out, and he is unreliable, you are asking for trouble.  You cannot rely on an unreliable person.  You will lose out.

A reliable person is someone who, when he is given a job or a responsibility, will find a way to do it even if faced with complications or difficulties.

18.
When one gives up on discipline, one falls into poverty and shame.

But someone who keeps up correcting what’s wrong will be honoured.

Discipline is important in life, and especially for a Christian.  This is because life is tough and rough.  The answer to that is to train oneself to do what one should do.  Discipline will get you through a lot of disappointments, and save you a lot of embarrassment.  Disciplined people don’t give up, and therefore don’t lose out.

Discipline is to get things right.  Discipline is to face and tackle what is wrong, and get it right.  Someone disciplined, and self-disciplined, is someone special – and so say all of us.
19.
When you get what you have longed for it is such good news.

But a fool is someone who hates to give up doing what’s wrong.
We like to get what we want.  The more we do what’s right, and not do what’s wrong, the more we are going to get what we want and like.
Once you know that what you are doing is wrong, it is absolutely stupid to keep on doing it.  If you don’t want to break a bad habit, you are silly, and you shall suffer for it.

20.
If you make friends with wise people you will be wise.

But if you make friends with fools you are going to get hurt.

Our friends do influence us.  If our friends are decent and sensible, it will encourage us to behave decently and to act sensibly.  Make friends of people who are wise.  It’s a good thing to get involved in a Christian church.

Our friends do influence us.  If we get involved with stupid and badly behaved people, we are going to get ourselves into a big mess, and lose out in a big way.  Bad company does us a lot of harm.

21.
Sinners look for trouble.

But life rewards the righteous handsomely.
To carry on sinning is going to get you into a big mess, with the danger that it is going to wreck your life.
To keep doing what is right and good, is going to be very good for you.  Life is so organised by God that what’s right and good shall triumph and be honoured in the end.

22.
A good man leaves something good for his children and their children.

The riches of a sinner are stored up for the righteous.

Our children will have fond memories of us if we leave them with something that is good for them.  If we are good, we can do what’s good, and leave something good for our family.

God has a way of taking wealth away from the ungodly, and using it for the good of those who are godly.  

23.
Poor people work hard on their fields and there is lots of food,

but, unfortunately, there is no justice, so they lose most of it.
Poverty is a huge problem in life.  The solution to poverty is hard work.  Good work means that even poor people will be able to have what they need and work for.

A big problem in life is that there is so much corruption, mainly among rich and powerful people.  The result is that poor people lose out despite their good efforts.  That’s life!  But God knows this, and he punishes the corrupt, and protects and blesses the poor who do their best.

24.
Anyone who doesn’t discipline his child does not care about him.

The one who loves his child will take the trouble to correct him.

This is where “Spare the rod and spoil the child” comes from in the Bible.  Discipline of their children is a duty of parents and teachers.  But discipline is not easy.  Parents who give up trying to train their children to do what’s right are uncaring.

Good parents will take up the responsibility and challenge of disciplining their children.  A lot of good will come of it.

25.
If you are a good person you are going to enjoy the results of your work.

If you are a bad person you will live with emptiness deep inside you.

Living decently is rewarding.  We enjoy doing what is good, and we enjoy the good that comes from it.

Being corrupt is to lose out on life.  One cannot have peace, cannot enjoy fulfilment, and cannot get anything good out of life.  Corrupt people don’t know what goodness is.  They miss out completely on the blessings of a clear conscience and self-respect.  The only thing they can do with truth is to avoid it.
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