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Chapter 15

15:1-3  GOD GIVES KING SAUL AN ORDER

The prophet Samuel said to King Saul:  I was the one who the Lord sent to appoint you as king over his people, the people of Israel.  Now you must listen to the message that the Lord has spoken.

This is what the great Lord, the Lord Almighty, says:  I have decided to punish the nation of Amalek [amma-lek] for what they did to Israel over 300 years ago.  They set a cruel ambush for the Israelites when they were in the desert, after they had escaped from Egypt.  

Now go and attack the people of Amalek.  Put an end to them.  Destroy everything that belongs to them.  You must destroy the whole nation.  Don't let any of them get away alive.  Kill all the men.  Kill all the women.  Kill all the children, even the babies.  You must also kill all their animals, and their cattle as well as their sheep, and the camels as well as the donkeys. 

15:4-9  SAUL ATTACKS THE AMALEKITES

Saul gave orders for his soldiers to report for duty, and he gathered them together in the Negev desert.  The Negev was to the south of the tribe of Judah, and was where the Amalekites lived.  There were 200,000 soldiers from Israel as well as 10,000 men from the tribe of Judah.

Saul and his army marched to the main town of Amalek, and hid in a river ravine as an ambush.

Saul had sent a message to the Kenite people who were living among the Amalekites:  Get away from here.  Leave this area.  Move away from the Amalekites so that I do not accidentally kill you with the Amalekites when I attack them.  You Kenites were kind to all the people of Israel when they came out of Egypt.  So the Kenites moved away from the Amalekites to safety.

Saul then attacked Amalek.  He attacked the Amalekites living in the whole area of the Negev desert.  The Israelites fought them as far as the desert area that lies towards where the Suez Canal now is.

Saul managed to capture Agag [a’gag] the king of the Amalekites alive, but he destroyed all the people.  The Israelites killed them during the fighting, in battle.

But the men of Saul’s army spared Agag as well as the best of the Amalekites’ animals.  They liked the best of their sheep and cattle, so they did not kill them.  They kept the calves and the lambs that were in good condition, as well as all the animals that looked good.  They did not want to destroy them.  But any creatures that they were not impressed with, and that were in a weak condition, they did destroy.  They kept Agag as a trophy of their victory over the Amalekites.

15:10-12  GOD TURNS AGAINST SAUL

What Saul did caused the Lord to speak to Samuel.  He said:  

I am disappointed with Saul.  1It’s a pity that I made Saul king of Israel.  He has failed to listen to me.  He has not carried out the royal responsibilities and instructions that I gave him.  When Samuel heard this, he was furious.  He spent the whole night praying to the Lord, and worrying about Saul and Israel.  He was very upset.

In the morning Samuel wasted no time.  He was up early to go to see Saul about what he had done.  But Samuel was told that Saul had already gone to the little town called 2Carmel.  Samuel was also informed that Saul celebrated his victory over the Amalekites by building a simple monument of stones there.  Then, instead of going back home past Jerusalem, Saul had taken another road and travelled down the mountain range to 3Gilgal.

15:13-15  KING SAUL MAKES AN EXCUSE

When Samuel came to Saul, Saul greeted him in a friendly way:  Good morning!  The Lord bless you!  I have done what the Lord told me to do.

Samuel answered:  Then how do you explain the noise I can hear these sheep making?  And how do you explain the noise of the cattle that I am listening to?

Saul answered:  
No, they are the animals that were brought from the Amalekites.  The soldiers spared only the best sheep and cattle.  They thought it would be a good idea to use them in order to worship the Lord.  We are going to sacrifice these good ones to the Lord your God.  But I can assure you that we completely got rid of all the rest of them for the Lord.

15:16-19  THE PROPHET SAMUEL REBUKES KING SAUL

Samuel cut Saul off.  He said:  Stop making excuses!  Let me tell you what the Lord told me last night.  Saul replied:  Alright!  Tell me.  I’m listening.

Samuel said:  You know, you were such a humble man when you became the leader of the tribes of Israel.  That is a reason why the Lord officially made you king over Israel.

Then the Lord sent you on a mission to do your duty as king.  He told you to go and destroy those sinful and wicked Amalekites.  He ordered you to make war on that nation until you had wiped them out, because of the cruel things they had done to God’s people.

So why did you not obey the Lord’s instructions?  Why were you so greedy, so keen to grab the loot for yourselves?  What you have done is so wrong, and has deeply upset the Lord.

15:20-21  SAUL TRIES TO ARGUE

But what Saul told Samuel was this:  No, I did obey the Lord’s orders.  I went and did my duty that the Lord sent me to do.  I brought back only Agag, the king of the Amalekites.  I brought him as a trophy to show that the Amalekites were completely defeated and would never trouble us again.  I promise you that I wiped out and got rid of the whole Amalekite nation as I was told.

Then the men selected and carried off the very best of the sheep and cattle as prizes, but not to keep for themselves.  No, the people wanted to dedicate them completely as sacrifices to the Lord your God who gave us this great victory.

15:22-23  OBEDIENCE IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN SUCCESS

Samuel gave Saul this answer:  What does God like better?  What does God want more?  Does God want us to put up a good show, or does God want us to obey him?  God wants us to listen to him. That’s more important than any religious ceremony.  Does God need us to work in the church?  Or would he prefer us to pay attention to him?  Refusing to obey God is the same as giving up on God and listening to the devil.

Once you become proud and stubborn your life becomes empty, unsafe and insecure.  If you sin against God you are guilty.  If you won’t do what he says, good luck will never help you.  Disobedience brings trouble, not the things you wish for.  A tiny sin against God is a huge sin.  Success does not allow you to disobey God.  Because you have ignored God, God has given up on you as king.  Because you did not obey God and do your duty, you have lost God’s support.

15:24-26  KING SAUL ADMITS THAT HE HAS SINNED

Then Saul said to Samuel:  I now realise that I am to blame.  I’m sorry!  I have sinned!  I got carried away and failed to do what the Lord told me to do.  I did not carry out your instructions as I should have.  I was worried about what the people thought and I gave in to what they demanded.

But now I apologise.  1Please forgive my sin.  And do me a favour:  Don’t leave me now.  Come along with me and join me as I lead worship of the Lord.

But Samuel said to Saul:  No!  I shall not go back with you.  You refused to respect the order of the Lord, so therefore the Lord refuses to go on supporting you as king over Israel.

15:27-31  GOD IS FINISHED WITH KING SAUL

Then Samuel said to Saul:  The Lord has torn away the kingdom of Israel from you today.  He has given it to someone who will be a friend of yours and who will be a better king than you, and will do a better job of it.  

I can assure you that the Lord is someone who is splendid, magnificent, and he is always sincere.  He is the genuine and glorious God of Israel, and he means what he says.  He will not change his mind.  That’s because the Lord is not like people who do change their minds when it suits them.

Saul replied:  Yes, that’s true, and I admit that I have sinned.  But please give me support now, and show me respect and honour in front of the leaders of my people and before the nation of Israel.  Don’t let me down in front of them.  Come along with me so that I may lead the worship of the Lord your God with your support.

So Samuel did what King Saul asked.  He went with Saul and stood behind him as Saul publicly worshiped the Lord.

15:32-35  SAMUEL FINISHES THE JOB FOR THE LORD

Then Samuel gave an order:  Fetch Agag the king of the wicked Amalekites.  Bring him here to me!  So Agag came, hoping that he would be spared.  Agag thought that the fierce, warlike anger of the Israelites must surely be finished now.  Hopefully there would be no more killing.  

But Samuel said to him:  You are an evil man.  You have killed the children of mothers who did you no harm, causing them a lot of heartache and sadness.  Now in just the same way it is your mother’s turn to suffer misery by losing her child.  There and then Samuel executed Agag, putting an end to him.  He did this to show respect to the Lord, because the Lord had ordered this to be done.

Then Samuel went home to Ramah [rah-mah], while Saul went up to his home at Gibeah [gib-bee-ah], the town that belonged to him.  

Right until the day of his death Samuel never again visited Saul.  But Samuel was terribly sad because Saul had failed so badly.  He mourned over Saul.  The Lord was also very disappointed that he had made Saul king over Israel, and that he had turned out to be so unworthy of that responsibility.

Chapter 16

16:1-5  GOD SENDS SAMUEL TO BETHLEHEM

Then the Lord said to Samuel:  How long are you going to go on grieving over Saul?  You must face the fact that I have rejected him as king over Israel.  Fill your horn with special oil and go on a special mission that I am sending you on.  I want you to go to a man called Jesse [jess-see] who lives in Bethlehem, because I have been watching one of his sons who will be the right sort of king for me.

But Samuel said to the Lord:  I can’t do that!  How can I go on such a mission, for Saul will hear about it, and he will kill me?  But the Lord answered:  Don’t worry about that!  When you go, you must take a calf from the herd with you.  When you get there announce to the people of Bethlehem that the reason you have come is to set up a feast for them in honour of the Lord.

I want you to invite Jesse to the sacrifice of worship.  I shall then show you what you should do.  You must then anoint the person I tell you.

Samuel did what the Lord told him to do, and arrived at Bethlehem.  The elders of the town were surprised to meet him so unexpectedly.  It gave them a shock and there was some panic.  They asked him:  Is there a problem?  Is everything alright?  Are we in trouble?  Have you come in peace?  

Samuel answered:  Yes, don’t worry!  I have come in peace.  I have come to perform a sacrifice to worship the Lord and hold a feast in his honour.  All I want is for you to get yourselves ready for the holy sacrifice.  Make sure you are fit for worship.  Then you can join me in the sacrifice and the feast.  Then Samuel made sure that Jesse would be ready for the worship of the Lord, as well as his sons.  He then gave them a special invitation to the sacrifice.

16:6-13  GOD CHOOSES YOUNG DAVID

Jesse and his sons arrived, Samuel noticed Eliab [elee-av.  El is God; Eli is my God, and av (or ab) is father].  Samuel thought to himself:  Surely this looks like the one the Lord wants as his messiah!

But the Lord said to Samuel:  Do not be impressed just by his appearance.  Do not just pay attention to his powerful build and how big and tall he is.  Ignore him because I do not want him.  He is no use at all to me as king of my people.  Because it is not what anyone looks at that counts.  For man understands only what his eyes see.  But the Lord sees what a person is really like.  The Lord looks into someone’s heart, his character and attitude.

Then Jesse called Abinadab [avi-na-dav] to come forward to be inspected by Samuel.  But Samuel again said:  No, the Lord has not chosen this man.

Then Jesse presented Shammah [sham-mah] for inspection, but Samuel said:  This one also is not the one the Lord has chosen.

So Jesse presented all seven of his sons to Samuel.  But Samuel said to Jesse:  No, the Lord has not chosen any of these young men.

Then Samuel asked Jesse:  Is this the lot?  Are these young men the complete number of your sons?  Jesse then admitted:  Actually, there is still one left.  He’s the youngest.  But he isn’t here because he is looking after the sheep.  But Samuel said to Jesse:  Send someone and get him here!  We are not going to sit down at the table to eat and celebrate until he gets here.

So Jesse sent someone to fetch him.  He turned out to be a very healthy boy, sun-tanned, with lovely shining eyes, and good looking.  Then the Lord said to Samuel:  This is it!  So go ahead and appoint him as messiah.  

Then Samuel picked up his horn of oil and anointed him as messiah.  Samuel anointed him in front of his brothers.  As he did so, the Spirit of the Lord came upon David, and was in him from that day on.  Samuel, having done his work for God, then left and went back home to Ramah.

16:14-17  GOD UPSETS KING SAUL

What happened next was that the Spirit of the Lord left Saul.  In the place of the Lord’s Spirit another troublesome spirit came from the Lord, and it disturbed Saul.  It upset him deeply.  He felt confused and guilty and very unhappy.  God was cross with him!

Saul’s royal officials said to him:  Listen, Sir!  You have a problem.  It’s obvious that the Lord is upsetting you.  This is causing you agony in your soul.  

Please give an instruction now to your senior officials who work for you.  Order them to search for someone who knows how to play the harp.  Then whenever this horrible spirit of depression comes to you from the Lord, he can strum the harp and provide some soothing music for you.  That will make you feel better, Sir.  

So Saul said to his servants who worked for him:  Right!  Look for someone for me who is good at playing music.  Find him and bring him to me.

16:18-19  SOMEONE KNOWS ABOUT DAVID

One of the king’s junior servants came up with some news.  He said:  Listen, I got to know someone who is the son of Jesse [jessee] who lives in Bethlehem.  He’s really good at playing music on strings.  He’s gifted, with lots of energy and ability, and he’s honest and very reliable.  He’s manly and brave, a good soldier.  He’s intelligent, and you can trust whatever he says.  He’s a good man, and good looking.  What is really special about him is that God is with him.  He’s got God’s support.

So King Saul sent messengers to Jesse.  His order to Jesse was:  Send your son David to me, your son who is looking after your sheep.

16:20-23  DAVID IS A HELP TO KING SAUL

Jesse did as the king had ordered.  He got one of his donkeys and loaded it with loaves of bread and a skin of wine.  With it he also sent a young goat from his flock of goats.  This was a present fit for a king.  Jesse sent this gift with his son to Saul.  It showed clearly that Jesse and David were loyal to their king.

David arrived at Saul’s home and worked for him.  Saul liked David very much.  He liked him so much that he became the king’s armour-bearer, the young officer who was responsible for looking after the king’s armour and weapons for fighting.

Saul then sent a message to Jesse.  He asked him:  Please allow David to stay and work for me, because he is very useful to me.  

So, what now happened was that whenever the spirit of discouragement, sent from God, would come upon Saul, David would fetch his harp.  He would then play it with the wonderful skill he had in his hands.  The lovely music would be such a relief for Saul.  He would feel much better, and the spirit of depression would leave him.

Chapter 17

17:1-3  THE PHILISTINES COME TO ATTACK THE ISRAELITES

The Philistines decided to make war against the Israelites.  They collected an army and moved up to the foothills of Judah.  Their army set up camp between two Israelite towns where the foothills join the mountains of Judah.

Saul and the men of Israel also collected an army and set up their camp at a valley a couple of miles away from the Philistine army.  There they got their army ready to fight against the Philistine army.

So, the Philistines took a stand on the slopes of a hill on one side of the valley, and the Israelites took a stand on the slopes of the hill on the other side.  Between the two armies was the valley.

17:4-7  THE GIANT GOLIATH

Out of the Philistine camp came a man.  He came down the hill to the no-man’s space between the two armies.  The man’s name was Goliath [gaw-ligh-ith].  He came from the town of Gath [gat], which was just a few miles away.  He was a huge man, over nine feet tall.

He had a helmet made of bronze on his head.  His armour was a coat of scales made out of bronze that was so heavy that no boy would be able to lift it up.  It would take a very strong man to lift it up off the ground.

He wore bronze shin pads from his ankles up to just below his knees.  He had a javelin tied to his back.

His spear was massive, like a large wooden pole.  It was too heavy for an ordinary person to carry.  The tip of the spear was made of iron.  The tip itself weighed so much that it would be difficult for a boy to lift up.  On top of that, he had a young man with him who was carrying his shield.  The shield was tall enough to cover the whole body of a man.

17:8-11  GOLIATH CHALLENGES THE ISRAELITES

Goliath took a stand and shouted across the wadi [wah-dee] to the rows or ranks of Israelite soldiers on the other side.  He challenged them:  What do you think you are doing?  Why have you come out like this to get ready to fight a battle?  Look, I’m just a single Philistine soldier, and you are supposed to be Saul’s officers.  I challenge you to choose a good fighter, and he can come and take me on.  

I’ll make a deal with you:  If he can fight me and defeat me, then we shall become your slaves.  But if I can kill him, then you become our slaves and work for us and do as we say.  

Then the Philistine said:  I dare you, you bunch of cowards!  I challenge the whole lot of you Israelites.  I’ll fight any of you.  I’m ready for you, now, today!  Just give me one of your fighters, anyone, and let the two of us fight it out!

When Saul and all the soldiers heard this challenge from the Philistine, they were devastated.  They were absolutely dead-scared!

17:12-16  THE BOY DAVID

David was the son of a gentleman of Ephratah.  This man was from Bethlehem in Judah.  His name was Jesse.  He had eight sons, and in Saul’s time he was a senior and important man.

Three of his sons went off under Saul’s command to war against the Philistines.  The names of the three sons who went off to war were Eliab [eh-lee-av], the eldest, and Abinadab [ah’vinna-dav], the second son , and Shammah [shah-mah], the third son .

David was the youngest son, and it was just the three older brothers who went off with Saul.

But David was also busy.  He would go off to Saul from time to time, and then come back to look after his father’s sheep at Bethlehem.

Goliath the Philistine kept coming to the front of the army to shout at the Israelites.  He took his stand there early every morning.  He would do this again late every afternoon.  He kept doing this for forty days, twice a day, to upset and scare the Israelite army.

17:17-19  JESSE SENDS DAVID TO VISIT THE ARMY

Then something completely different happened.  Jesse said to his son David:  Please take some food to your brothers.  I want you to take a big sack of roasted grain, as well as these ten loaves of bread.  Hurry up!  Get this to your brothers at the army camp. 

I also want you to take these ten good chunks of cheese to the senior commander of the force.  You must find out if things are going well with your brothers.  You must also find out if there is anything else they need.

At this time King Saul and Jesse’s sons and all the soldiers of Israel were at the valley of Elah [e-lah] where they were fighting against the Philistines.

17:20-24  DAVID HEARS GOLIATH SHOUT

David got up very early in the morning.  He had asked someone he could trust to look after the sheep while he was away.  He loaded up the food for his brothers, and off he went, to do what his father Jesse had told him to do.  When he got to the base camp the army was going out to line up on the hill opposite the Philistine army.  The officers and leaders were doing a lot of shouting to get the soldiers ready for battle.

Israel and the Philistines formed up in lines opposite one another, ready to fight.

David left the goods he had brought in the care of the officer who looked after the army’s supplies.  He then ran off to where the soldiers had lined up.  When he got there, he asked for his brothers and went to wish them well.  David had come to support and encourage his brothers, for his dad.

David was busy talking to his brothers when they were suddenly interrupted.  In the no-man’s land between the two armies came the Philistine champion.  He began climbing up the hill towards the Israelite army.  The Philistine’s name was Goliath.  He came from the town of Gath, and now came forward from the Philistine battle-lines.  Once again he shouted out these words that he had kept on mocking the Israelites with.  But this time, unknown to Goliath, David heard him.

All the soldiers of Israel backed off when they saw this great man.  They retreated as he came towards them because they were terrified of him.

17:25-27  DAVID HEARS ABOUT GOLIATH

An officer in the army of Israel made an announcement to the soldiers:  Do you see this warrior who is coming up towards us?  You can see that he is coming up to threaten and insult Israel, our country and people.  The king has decided to give a prize to the brave soldier who can defeat him and get rid of him.  The king will make him a very rich man.  The king will also allow that soldier to marry his daughter and become part of the royal family.  The king will also give him the right that his father does NOT have to pay any taxes to the government of Israel.

David heard the announcement, and turned to some men who were standing near him, to ask them to explain to him what had just been said.  David said:  What will be done for the person who kills this horrible Philistine man?  What will happen to the soldier who gets rid of this nasty man that is making such fools of Israel?  Who does this disgusting Philistine think he is?  How dare he mock and humiliate the army that belongs to the true and real God?

The men he spoke to told David what this announcement had been about.  They explained the reward and honours that would be given to the hero who could defeat the giant.

17:28-30  ELIAB REBUKES DAVID

David’s big brother Eliab [e-lee-av] heard David talking to the men.  This made Eliab cross with his young brother David, and he rebuked him.  Eliab said:  Why have you come down here?  You are just getting up to mischief!  Who did you leave those few sheep with out there in the desert?  You can’t be trusted even with a small responsibility!  I know you – you are nothing but a nuisance!  You are too big for your boots!  You just want to brag.  You’re a silly boy!  Your problem is that you are sly: the real reason you have come here is just to watch the fighting.

But David was not going to be bullied.  He said:  What harm have I now done?  What trouble have I caused?  Everyone is talking about that announcement.

Then David turned away from Eliab and went to someone else to check on the announcement that had been made.  David asked the same question, and the men gave him the same answer as the one he had heard before.  David now knew for sure what the king had said.

17:31-32  DAVID IS TAKEN TO KING SAUL

The soldiers heard what David was talking about, that he would go and fight Goliath.  They told Saul about this, and Saul sent for David.  

David said to Saul:  Sir, don’t let anyone go to pieces or just give up.  I’ll go and fight this godless Philistine, please, Sir!

17:33-37  DAVID AND THE LION AND THE BEAR

Saul told David:  You cannot go to this Philistine to fight him.  You are just a boy, and he has been a soldier and a warrior since he was young.  He is an expert at fighting.

But David answered Saul by saying:  Sir, I also have some experience in fighting.  While I was looking after the sheep for my father, 1a lion came.  Another time a bear also came.  Each time it carried off a sheep from the flock.

So I chased off after it.  I hit it so hard that it dropped the sheep, so I saved it from out of the mouth of the beast.  Then the beast turned on me.  I grabbed hold of the hair under its jaw and attacked it and killed it.

Sir, I killed both the lion and the bear.  And that is what is going to happen to that disgusting Philistine.  He is going to get the same treatment as those two animals.  I’m going to kill him because he has mocked and provoked the army that belongs to God.  He has insulted the living God.  I cannot allow that!

What could Saul now say?  David now tried to convince him.  He said:  What we must do now is to trust the Lord!  It is the Lord who saved me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear.  So he shall also save me from the paw of this Philistine monster.  Please let me go and fight him!  Then Saul gave in to David’s request.  He said:  Alright, go!  And may the Lord be with you.

17:38-40  SAUL TRIES TO HELP DAVID

Saul now tried to help David.  He gave David his own army clothes that soldiers wore.  He gave him a strong helmet made of bronze to wear on his head.  He also put a coat of armour on him for protection for his body.  

David then fastened a belt that held a sword around his army clothes.  He now looked like a real soldier!  But the moment he tried to walk around in this fighting kit, he knew it was no use to him.  He had never experienced wearing all this equipment before.  He wasn’t used to it.  David said to Saul:  No, Sir, I can’t go to fight with all this because I have never tried to use it before.  So David took the whole lot off.  It was of no use to him at all.

Instead, David just took his staff in his hand.  Then he chose for himself five smooth stones from the wadi.  He put them in his bag that he carried when shepherding the sheep.  He put the stones in the side pouch of the bag where he could easily get at them.  He also took his sling in his hand, and off he went straight toward the Philistine.

17:41-44  GOLIATH MEETS DAVID

When Goliath the Philistine saw David in the distance come forward from the Israelite army, he started walking toward him.  At last an Israelite was coming!  Then Goliath got closer to David and could see him more clearly.  Goliath also had a man with him carrying his huge shield for him.

Once Goliath got closer and could see properly, he stared at David and hated him because he was just a boy.  Goliath wanted to fight a man.  He felt humiliated.  What annoyed him even more was that David had rosy cheeks and was so good looking.

The Philistine snarled at David:  Do you think I’m a dog or something that you come to me with sticks?  The Philistine swore at David, cursing him by his god.

The Philistine then shouted at David:  Come here, boy!  Come to me and I will feed your body to the vultures and the hyenas. 

17:45-47  DAVID FIGHTS GOLIATH

David shouted to the Philistine:  You are coming to fight me with a sword and with the spear and with a javelin.  But I am coming to fight you with the confidence I have in the authority and support of the Lord of the armies of heaven.  He is the God of the army of Israel, whom you are challenging and mocking.  

Today the Lord will hand you over into my hands.  Then I shall attack and kill you, and remove your head from your body.  I shall destroy the Philistine army today and give their bodies to the vultures and hyenas.  Then the whole land shall know that Israel has a God.

On top of that everyone who has assembled here will understand that the Lord does not need swords or spears to save anyone.  Everyone shall see that the result of the battle depends on the Lord, for he will give you people into our hands.

17:48-51  DAVID DEFEATS GOLIATH

What happened now was that the Philistine went into action when he spotted David.  He came forward to get closer to David to attack him.  But that did not scare David.  With great courage he was moving even faster up toward the Philistine army to get at the giant Philistine.

Then David reached with his hand into his bag and took a stone out of it.  With his sling he hurled it and hit the Philistine right on his forehead [pronounced: forrid].  The stone crashed through his skull and sank into his brain.  He fell flat on his face onto the ground.

That’s how David won a victory and triumphed over the Philistine with just his sling and with a single stone.  David struck down the Philistine and killed him.  David did this without even having a sword in his hand.

Then David ran up and stood over the Philistine lying on the ground.  He grabbed hold of Goliath’s sword and drew it out of its scabbard.  David then finished him off by cutting off his head with his own huge sword.  When the Philistines saw that their great champion warrior was dead, they panicked.  They ran for their lives.  

17:52-54  THE VICTORY OF THE ISRAELITES

The men of Israel and Judah suddenly sprang into action.  They gave a great shout of excitement, and with that they chased the Philistines who were fleeing back to their own country.  They followed them down the valley to where the valley ended on the plains.  They chased the Philistines all the way up to their town of Ekron [ek-ron].  All along the road to Gath [gat] as well as to Ekron there were dead bodies of the Philistines, right up to the gates of the towns.

When the Israelites got back from shattering the Philistine army, they helped themselves to everything in the camp that the Philistines had left behind.  They plundered everything that had belonged to the soldiers of their enemies.

David kept the head of Goliath the Philistine with him.  He kept it until he brought it to Jerusalem which he conquered years later.  He also kept Goliath’s weapons with him wherever he lived.

17:55-58  WHO IS DAVID’S FATHER?

As Saul was watching David going out to tackle the Philistine, he spoke to General Abner [ab-ner OR av-ner in Hebrew] who was the Commander of the Israelite army.  Saul said:  Whose son is that soldier-boy, Avner?  Avner replied:  With all respect, Sir, I cannot help you.  I have no idea.

Then the king said:  Well, see to it that you go and find out!  I want to know whose son this young man is.

So when David came back from having killed the Philistine Avner himself met David and took him to meet Saul.  David still had the head of the Philistine in his hand.  He was making sure that he kept it, because he had defeated the Philistine.

So Saul asked him:  Whose son are you, soldier-boy?  David answered:  I am the son of your obedient servant Jesse from Bethlehem.

Chapter 18

18:1-4  JONATHAN’S FRIENDSHIP WITH DAVID

What happened when David finished talking with Saul was that Saul’s son Jonathan felt a great respect for David.  Jonathan liked David very much.  He felt a strong bonding with David, like two ropes tied together by a strong knot.  Jonathan now came to have a deep love for David, as if he were his own brother.  

At that time Saul chose David to work for him and kept David with him.  Saul would not allow him to go back home to his dad.  

So Jonathan made a deal or an arrangement with David.  They promised to be good friends.  Jonathan made this covenant with David because he loved him so much.  Jonathan loved him as much as he loved himself.  He cared for David even more than he cared for himself.  

Jonathan gave up wearing his splendid coat that showed that he was the king’s son.  He gave it to David.  Jonathan was himself a great soldier.  He also gave David the clothes he used to wear in battle.  Jonathan even gave David his sword.  He gave him his bow and arrows.  Jonathan also gave David his belt to hold the sword.

18:5-9  SAUL BECOMES SUSPICIOUS OF DAVID

Saul used to send David out with his army to fight the Philistines who were always a threat and danger to Israel.  Whenever David went out with the army he fought well.  He was a first-class soldier with an excellent understanding of how to fight the enemy.  So Saul promoted him to become a general in charge of the men in the army.  David became very popular with the whole army and even with Saul’s senior officers.  None of them were jealous that this young man was made a general.  They were just thankful that David was there to help them with the huge problem of keeping the Philistines out of Israel.

Then something happened one day when David arrived back from defeating the Philistines.  The girls and women came out from all the towns in Israel to welcome the soldiers.  They came to greet and praise Saul their king and to give thanks for the army’s victories over the Philistines.  They were celebrating with music and great happiness.

As they danced the girls sang a song they had made up.  It went like this:  “Saul has defeated many enemies, and David has defeated many, many enemies.”

This song infuriated Saul.  It irritated and annoyed him intensely.  Saul felt insulted and he became bitter.  The way he saw it was like this:  They give David all the credit.  They say that he has defeated more Philistines than I have, and that I have not defeated as many as David has.  The next thing that will happen is that David will want to become king in my place.  He will think that he’s more popular than I am.  He will suppose that he is a better leader than I am.  I am NOT going to allow this to happen!

From that day on Saul became jealous and suspicious of David.  He began to hate him.

18:10-11  SAUL GETS ANGRY WITH DAVID

But something went wrong the next day.  An ugly mood suddenly came upon Saul.  It came from the Spirit of God.  Saul started to preach about God and about religion inside the house.  He got more and more excited and agitated and violent.  David was busy strumming away with his hand as he had been doing at other times.  But Saul was holding a spear in his hand.

Suddenly Saul hurled the spear towards David.  What he wanted to do, and what he said to himself, was this:  I’ll pin this boy David to the wall!  But David managed to dodge away from him.  This happened twice.

18:12-16  SAUL’S PROBLEM WITH DAVID

King Saul was very worried about David.  This was because the Lord was with David and supported him, but the Lord had ended his friendship with Saul.

So Saul decided to send David away from him.  King Saul made David a senior officer and sent him off to the country’s border to work with the ordinary Israelite soldiers and people.  He was no longer someone important and special around the king’s house.

But wherever he went and whatever he did, David acted very wisely and was very successful because the Lord was with him.  

But then, when Saul found out that David was doing so well, deep bitterness and resentment stirred up inside him toward David.

But all Judah and Israel loved David.  They liked him because he was always leading them in the war against the Philistines.  David’s leadership was brilliant.

18:17-19  SAUL TRIES TO BE SPITEFUL TO DAVID

Saul now came up with another idea.  He said to David:  I want to reward you.  Here is my elder daughter, Merab [mehr-av].  I want to give her to you to be your wife.  1But there is one condition!  I want you to show me that you are a brave young man who can fight the Lord’s battles.  But the idea that Saul had in mind was this:  I’m not going to harm David myself.  No, 2I’ll get the Philistines to do that for me.

However, David answered Saul in a way he did not expect.  David said:  But Sir, I don’t think I could do that.  I don’t come from an important family.  The clan my father belongs to isn’t a special one.  I’m not good enough to become the son-in-law of the king.  I haven’t got the right background to be a prince.

Saul then used David’s answer as an excuse.  For when it was time to give 3Merab, Saul’s daughter, to David as his wife, she was given instead to another man to be his wife.

18:20-22  SAUL TRIES AGAIN TO GET RID OF DAVID

The next thing that happened was that Michal [mee-chal, ch as in loch], the younger daughter of Saul, fell in love with David.  When they told Saul about that it was good news for him.  

Saul had an idea:  I shall now allow Michal to marry David.  I shall use her to trap him.  I have a plan to use her to get the Philistines to get rid of David.  So Saul changed his mind and said to David for the second time:  Yes, alright!  You may marry my daughter Michal.  Once again you may now become my son-in-law.  

Saul even gave his officials special secret instructions:  Speak to David privately and confidentially.  Tell him:  Believe me, the king really likes you.  You give him a lot of happiness.  All the king’s officials also like you a lot.  You are very popular with everyone.  So what you should now do is become the king’s son-in-law.  Marry Michal!

18:23-25  SAUL TRIES AGAIN TO GET RID OF DAVID

The royal messengers of King Saul went and spoke privately to young David.  They told him what the king wanted.  But David’s answer was this:  Look, I’m just a nobody to you people.  I’m not the right person to become the king’s son-in-law.  I am not someone important in the country.

The messengers went back to Saul and informed him that this was what David had said.

But Saul answered:  Tell David this:  The king doesn’t want you to pay him money to marry his daughter.  Rather, he just wants you to go and kill some Philistines.  He only wants proof that you have killed a hundred of them.  The king has to punish the Philistines for all the harm that they have done to Israel.  But what Saul really meant or intended to happen was for David to fail and to be killed by the Philistine enemies.  To try to kill a hundred of them would be a very risky business.

18:26-27  DAVID WINS SAUL’S YOUNGER DAUGHTER

King Saul’s officials told David that Saul just wanted David to kill a hundred Philistines.  Then he could marry Michal.  This was very good news for David.  He could now become the king’s son-in-law.  And he would not have to wait a long time for that to happen.

So David got ready and set out with his men.  He killed not just one hundred but two hundred Philistine men, and brought proof of this.  They were able to show the king that they had killed even much more than the full amount of Philistine men that the king had wanted.  Now David could become the king’s son-in-law.  So Saul gave permission for him to marry his daughter Michal.

18:28-30  SAUL BECOMES DAVID’S ENEMY

Then Saul became very worried because he got to know that the Lord was with David.  On top of that Michal, his own daughter, loved David.

Things got worse and worse.  Saul became more and more upset and frustrated and resentful because of David.  Saul became David’s enemy permanently.  Saul always disliked David.

The Philistine commanders now launched serious raids on Israel.  But whenever they attacked, David succeeded brilliantly in stopping them and driving them back.  Out of all Saul’s generals David became the most famous.  His name became a legend in Israel.

Now you can read 1 Samuel chapters 15-18 in your own Bible.

An INTRODUCTION for Beginners

1 SAMUEL
Chapters 15-18

INTRODUCTION

The book of Samuel [sa-mule, OR in Hebrew: sh’moo-el] was written in the Hebrew language.  Sh’moo-el means “God Heard.”  (El is God.)
To begin with 1 Samuel and 2 Samuel was all one long book, over 1,500 verses long.  About 200 years before Christ (very roughly) it was translated into Greek, and the Greek version divided Samuel into two books.  But the Jews kept it as just one book until well after 1500 AD (after Christ).  Then they also divided the book into two halves.

Over the years Hebrew copies of Samuel were carefully made, but little mistakes were made by the scribes who did the copying.  There are more of these small mistakes in Samuel than in any other book of the Old Testament, which was all written in Hebrew.  These little mistakes were made by people copying the Bible.  Every copy had to be written out by hand.  But when it was translated into Greek, many of these little mistakes were corrected.

Round about 1950 the Jewish and Christian worlds received a big surprise.  A shepherd boy was looking for his goats in the cliffs near the Dead Sea in Israel.  From below he saw a cave in the cliff that was too steep for him to climb up to.  Thinking there might be a goat inside he threw some stones up into the cave to try to chase it out - if there was one there.  When he got back to his home tent he told an interesting story.  He said that when he threw the stones into the cave, he heard them breaking some pottery.  That story reached the archaeologists [ar-kee-ollo-jists], the experts who dig into the ground in order to discover signs of ancient ways of life, such as remains of buildings or tools or pottery.  The archaeologists went to the cave and found clay jars, with rolled-up scrolls that were ancient copies of writings inside them.  

The archaeologists found a few more caves that also had these writings, called manuscripts [man-yoo-skripts], in them.  Many of the manuscripts were copies of the Bible.  This included parts of the book of Samuel.  These scrolls were about 2000 years old.  They were written more or less between 250 BC and 50 AD.  Until 1950 the oldest copies of the Hebrew Bible were scrolls that were written somewhere around 1000 AD.  So suddenly the archaeologists had discovered Bible manuscripts that were a thousand years older than the oldest copies of the Bible that were already about 1000 years old.

When these Dead Sea scrolls were carefully opened and read, it was found that they were the same as modern versions of the Hebrew Bible.  For a thousand years the copies of the Old Testament Bible had been accurately made.  When the experts examined the little mistakes that there are in the two books of Samuel, they found that the Dead Sea writings largely agreed with the Greek translation that had been made a few years before.  Another thing that helped the experts or scholars was that Psalm 18 is the same as 2 Samuel chapter 22.  So the little mistakes in 2 Samuel 22 could be corrected by studying Psalm 18.  

(We have done Psalm 18 in Volume 4, Step 1 of INTO THE BIBLE.) 

People in the past, even thousands of years ago, have been very careful how they have made copies of the Bible, which were all written out by hand. 

Things were not easy for the Israelites when they got to the Promised Land of Canaan.  Life is never easy for anyone.  Even Christians, who have a good friendship with God, find life difficult.  The Israelites were able to conquer the land of Canaan.  They had Joshua as their leader, and they had God's support.  It took a long time for them to take control of the country and to settle down.  They had a hard time, with a lot of fighting to be done.  It was very difficult to get rid of some of the Canaanites.  For instance, they were not able to get permanent control of Jerusalem.  The people who lived there were called the Jebusites [je-boo-sites].  Jerusalem was built on a hill (which the Israelites called Zion) and it was well defended.  Although Jerusalem was conquered in Joshua’s time, the Jebusites were to get back control of the city.  They remained in charge of the city until David conquered it hundreds of years later.  Although there were also other areas that the Israelites could not take, they nevertheless got control of the country, though it was a struggle.  The groups of peoples they did not defeat continued to cause them trouble and make life hard and nasty for them.

But after Joshua died, the people of Israel began to misbehave.  As a result of their disobedience to God, all sorts of problems happened.  The nations around them attacked them.  There were times when the Israelites themselves were conquered for a number of years.  When they had suffered for a while they would feel sorry for having turned away from God and disobeyed him.  They would then repent and turn back to God.  God would then help them by giving them a leader who could get them to fight back and chase away their enemies.  These leaders were called the Judges of Israel.  The best-known ones were Deborah, Gideon, Samson and the prophet Samuel.  The problem was that each time God helped them to get rid of their enemies the people would once against start to disobey God's laws that Moses had given them.  This would then lead to another round of trouble, until they suffered, and then repented.  God would then send another Judge to get them out of trouble.  So it went on for something like roughly three hundred years.

We do not know exactly when Joshua led his people into Canaan.  Some experts say it was just before 1400 BC (years before Christ).  Other experts think it may have been just after 1300 BC.  But somewhere around 1200 BC something happened that greatly affected the lives of the Israelites.  A powerful nation called the Philistines came and settled along the coast.  The area where they settled is still called Gaza.  The name Philistine eventually came to be known as Palestine.  Actually, there had been Philistines in that area going right back to Abraham's time.  Abraham got on well with them.  When Joshua died the Philistines were already settled in five strong cities, of which Gaza was one.  They occupied the area from Gaza right up to Mount Carmel [kar-mil], which includes the area that is today Tel Aviv, the capital of modern Israel.  

These early Philistines did not give the Israelites much trouble, but round about 1200 BC a flood of new Philistines came to settle in the Gaza area.  They came from the island of Crete in the Mediterranean, and some of them also came from Turkey.  They were driven away when they were attacked by people from the north.  These Philistines were descended from a man who was the son of a man called Egypt.  Egypt was the son of a man called Ham.  Ham was one of the sons of Noah who was famous for escaping the great flood that destroyed the ancient world.  These Philistines tried at first to settle in Egypt, but the Egyptians sent their navy out to stop them reaching Egypt.  There was a horrific sea battle with a great loss of life, but the Philistines could not get past the Egyptian navy.  So they turned toward the east and joined the other Philistines in Gaza.  From then on the Philistines became a big problem for the Israelites.  They wanted Israelite land.  The Israelites regarded them as uncivilised heathens.

But the Philistines did have one great advantage over the Israelites.  The Philistines knew how to make iron.  So they could make iron ploughs, tools like axes, iron swords and even chariots.  Their ploughs and other iron tools meant that the Philistines were more profitable farmers than the Israelites, and thus more wealthy.  The Israelites were not only poorer but also scared of the Philistines, especially of their chariots.  God would not allow the Israelites to have chariots.  He told them to trust in their God instead.  On top of that, most of the country that God gave them was hilly and even mountainous, and chariots could not be used in such places.  Israel had no chariots until King Solomon's time, and he used them mainly just to show off, as other nations also did.  However, where the ground was flat, as it is in the Gaza Strip, or in the valleys of Israel, chariots were very useful in any battles fought there.  There is no doubt that the Philistines were more powerful than the Israelites.  Therefore the Israelites needed to depend on God to protect them from their enemies.

The most famous leader who fought against the Philistines was Samson.  Samson lived around 1100 BC.  The other great leader who lived after Samson was the prophet Samuel.  Throughout Samuel's life the Philistines were a great threat and danger to the people of Israel.  Sometimes the Israelites would defeat the Philistines in battle, and sometimes the Philistines would defeat the Israelites.  God's people lived in fear and uncertainty.  But the real source of all their problems was that they kept on disobeying God.  If they were faithful to him, he would help and protect them.  When they sinned against him, God would let the Philistines get the upper hand, and the Israelites would suffer.  King Saul was defeated and killed by the Philistines just before 1000 BC.  It was not until David became king, and sometime after 1000 BC, that the Israelites became stronger than the Philistines and forced them to stay in the Gaza Strip.

Who was SAMUEL?  Samuel is one of the important people in the Old Testament.  He was born during the time of the Judges when Eli [ee-ligh] was the nation's chief Priest.  Samuel was a religious genius.  As a small boy, a pre-school little boy, he went to live in the Holy Tabernacle, the tent where God was worshiped before the temple was built in Jerusalem.  Little Samuel worked for God and for Eli from a very early age as a child.  While he was still a small boy God began to speak to him.  By the time he became a man the whole nation of Israel knew that he was a special prophet of God.  Everything he said, that God told him, came true.  

When Eli died, Samuel took over the leadership of the nation.  He became a Judge, like Samson who lived before him.  In fact, Samuel was both the last Judge of Israel and the first prophet of Israel.  The next great prophet, called Elijah, came 300 years later.  Samuel went to live in the town of Ramah [rah-mah] which was probably 10 or 15 kilometres north of Jerusalem.  That was where he was born.  Although Samuel was a Levite who belonged to the tribe of Levi, he lived among the people of the tribe of Ephraim [ef-ree-im].  (Joshua had also been a member of the tribe of Ephraim.)

One of the great things that Samuel did for Israel was to keep the Philistines in their place in Gaza.  He did this not by being a soldier but by being a priest.  God heard his prayers and God dealt with the Philistines.  The other important thing that Samuel did was to appoint the first king to rule over the Israelites.  That king was Saul.  Samuel was very unhappy about the nation of Israel demanding to have a king.  Samuel made Saul their first king.  He did this only because the people wanted a king and insisted on having a king.  

The people had a few reasons why they demanded a king.  Samuel was getting old.  His sons were no use as leaders.  They were selfish.  Samuel had been a great man of God, but his sons were nothing of the sort.  The Philistines were causing a lot of trouble and the people were struggling and suffering as a result.  All the nations around Israel had kings.  Israel was the only nation without a king.  Unfortunately, they had become tired of depending on God and praying every time the Philistines caused them trouble.  They thought that a king would be able to solve the problem of the Philistines for once and for all.  The big difference between a king as leader and God as leader was that they could tell a king what to do.  They could definitely not tell God what to do.  

Then, when Saul failed to do his work as king properly, Samuel did the greatest thing in his life for God's people: when he was a very old man he secretly appointed a young boy to be the next king.  That boy was David.  It was David, who was very close to God, who at last solved the problem of the Philistines by finally defeating them when he became king.

Who was SAUL?  Saul belonged to the small tribe of Benjamin that lived just north of Jerusalem.  The small tribe or country of Benjamin was the next-door neighbour to the powerful tribe and country of Judah.  Saul’s family was not important in Israel.  But God chose him to be Israel's first king.  Saul was a very tall young man, much taller than anyone else.  He was a brave soldier and a good leader.  Saul and his army attacked Israel's enemies across the Jordan River in the east, as well as the Philistines in the west near the sea.  Saul also got a grip on the behaviour of the people of Israel, and disciplined them.  He proved that he was the best man there was to be king, and the people respected him.

But as Saul grew older, and as the strains of being king grew greater, Saul began to change.  His character and attitude started to show signs of breaking down.  Instead of becoming a noble and great king, he developed weaknesses that spoilt his rule over Israel, and eventually ruined him.  The more problems he faced, the harder he made life for his people.  When people started to complain he became suspicious, jealous, frustrated, angry, unpleasant and unstable.  He would lose his temper.  He took some foolish decisions when he got upset.  He even killed people he did not trust, people that he thought were not loyal to him.  
The biggest mistake that King Saul made was that he stopped listening to God.  To begin with Saul was so religious that people wondered whether he was a prophet.  But when he gave up obeying God he just went to pieces.  Three times Samuel, as God's priest, gave Saul instructions that Saul disobeyed.  Saul failed to do what God told him to do.  The third time the prophet Samuel gave up on Saul.  The two of them never spoke to each other again.  After Samuel died, the Philistines attacked Israel and defeated Saul and his army.  King Saul was killed in the battle.  It was a great tragedy for the country.

The second biggest mistake Saul made in his life was that he got jealous of David.  David was almost young enough to be Saul's grandson.  But David was a genius.  He was a legend of a warrior and soldier.  He was an outstanding commander of soldiers.  David and his men won all their battles against the Philistines.  He was admired and liked by everyone.  The name David means "loved."  No one else in the Bible is called David.  Above all, David loved God, and God loved David.  It was awful and appalling that King Saul should hate someone so much who loved God so much.  

What made the problem not as bad as it could have been was the fact that Saul's eldest son was Jonathan [jon-a’thin].  Jonathan was probably already a young man when David was born.  Jonathan was an even greater soldier and leader than his dad.  But Jonathan admired David.  Jonathan felt that David was a better and greater man than himself or his dad.  So David and his "Uncle" Jonathan became the closest of friends.  Nowhere else in the Bible are there two friends who were as close and happy together as these two.  Jonathan took David's side when his dad, King Saul, filled with suspicion and jealousy, decided that David was his greatest enemy.  Jonathan even went so far as to tell David that he wanted David to be the next king of Israel after his dad died.  Saul, of course, wanted his eldest son Jonathan to be the next king.  
For David, the great tragedy was that both Saul and Jonathan, together, were killed in battle by the Philistines.  Israel lost two great leaders in one day.

DAVID AND THE MESSIAH

David was the person that God chose to use to get his people to understand the Messiah.  The Messiah came 1000 years after David.  The Messiah was both the Son of David and the Son of God.  The Messiah was born from David’s family line, just as David was born from his father Jesse.  

David was like the Messiah, and the Messiah was like both David and God.  The strange and wonderful thing about the Messiah is that though he was David’s son in history, he was actually David’s Father in truth.  He was born long after David, but he lived long, long before David did.  God used David to show us what the Messiah is like.  

Strangely enough, although David was so successful, no one else in the Bible is named David.  David was unique.  So was the Messiah.  

The name David in Hebrew means “Loved”.  That means that he was loved by God.  He was also loved by many people.  God the Father made it very clear that he loved Jesus his Son.  And millions of Christians all around the world have also loved the Lord Jesus Christ the way they love God, our Creator and our Father in heaven.

Here are some comparisons or connections between David and Jesus:

-  As David could comfort and inspire people with his songs and Psalms, the Messiah would be able to bring a tremendous amount of peace and hope to God’s people.  He is the greatest source of encouragement and happiness that the world has ever known.

-  Like David, the Messiah would be an amazingly gifted person, able to perform miracle after miracle, to help hundreds and thousands and millions of people.  He would be someone that anyone could trust, someone perfectly reliable that anyone could turn to for help.

-  As David was a born soldier, the Messiah would be the Commander-in-Chief of all God’s armies in heaven and of all God’s soldiers in history.  He would himself be incredibly brave, able to volunteer to be tortured to death on a Roman cross, in order to save all God’s people from their sins.  More than that, the Messiah has won a great victory, not only over sin, but also over death.  He is going to conquer all the nations in the world.  He is going to put an end to the devil and all evil, completely and absolutely, and forever!

-  David was intelligent, but the Messiah would be more than intelligent.  He would be the greatest teacher the world has ever had.  His teachings are the most reliable the world would ever see.  They not only guide people through all life’s problems and sufferings, but also get them safely to heaven.

-  The Messiah would be not just a good man, like David, but a perfect man.  He would be not just good looking, but glorious.  He would be a lovely man, and a lovely man to know.  Yet Isaiah would predict that the Messiah would eventually get so badly treated by people, tortured and beaten, that he would end up looking horrible, an utter and ghastly mess.  (Isaiah 53)  That was because he would die to take our sins off us, and onto himself.  He would be punished for what we - all of us - have done wrong.

-  As God was with David, so God would be with the Messiah – and even more so.  The Messiah would perform more miracles than all the prophets and apostles put together.  No man ever had as much power, the power of God, as the Messiah would have.  He would not use that power to fight his enemies.  He would use it to help people.

-  Like David, the Messiah would be a shepherd, the Good Shepherd of God’s people.  He would be a shepherd who would sacrifice his life so that his sheep could live in green pastures, with refreshing streams of water, forever.  He would look after all of us who believe in him.  The way he looks after us turns out to be wonderful in due course.

THE SECRETS OF FRIENDSHIP

An important part of the life of David was his friendship with Jonathan, the eldest son of King Saul.  They were great pals, the greatest pals in the Bible.

One of the really important things in our lives is friendships.  Any friendship is good to have.  What is truly special is a close friend or someone who is a friend for many years.  The greatest friendships are those that God gives us.  The friendship between David and Jonathan is regarded as the best and most famous friendship in history.

The idea of friendship is getting to know someone you can respect and trust.  A friend is someone you can rely on and enjoy, someone who will support you and help you.  A good friend is a person who will help you to enjoy life.

Friendship, of course, also means that your friend can respect and trust you.  Your friend must be able to rely on you and enjoy your company.  You are there to support and help him or her.  You are a good friend if you can help someone else to enjoy life.

Friendship also means that we share each other’s sorrows and sufferings and struggles.  It means that we help each other to carry the burden of our problems in life.  We don’t let each other down when things go wrong or get nasty or rotten or very disappointing.  Friends not only laugh together in good times, but we hug one another when life becomes awful.  

Good friends work together on our challenges and stick together through our problems, instead of arguing with each other or blaming the other person.  A friend is someone who cares and encourages.  Friends give each other good advice.  They listen to each other.  They want what is best for their friend.  Friends do not disappoint each other because of selfishness or snobbery.

Marriage is the most important type of friendship that there is.  A man and a woman not only fall in love with each other, but should then also become friends for life – good friends for life.  A proper home is where the parents, father and mother, are friends.  The parents and their children are friends.  The children are not only friends with their parents but also friends with one another.

Why does God give us friendships like this, and sometimes wonderful friends and life-long friends?  First, God does this because he is so good.  He loves us to be happy.  He loves us to be good to others.

Secondly, God uses our friendships to show us how we should become his friend.  By having friends, we learn how to be God’s friend.  God wants each one of us to have a good, lasting friendship with him.  The best friend we could ever have, and the best possible friendship we could ever enjoy, is to have God as our very best friend.  

Most people find this hard to believe and difficult to put into practice.  This is because they cannot see God and can’t hear God and cannot touch God.  He does not seem to be as real as people we know and like.  Well, this is what searching for God is all about.  We have to get to know him by believing in him, the way both David and Jonathan believed in God.  

We start by seeing the marvellous things God has made, especially the wonderful way in which he has made each one of us.  The more we think about what God has made, the more clearly we shall understand that there is a magnificent God.  

We listen to God when we read his Bible.  Everything he wants to tell us is written there.  The more we read, the better we shall hear him.  And if we truly listen to him, he will listen to us.  Then we shall make good contact with him.  When God answers our prayers, he becomes very real and precious to us.

We can even touch God – not with our hands but with our heart and soul.  The more we admire and love him, the more in touch we shall be with him.  The more faithful we are to him, the more wonderfully we shall feel his touch or influence on our lives.

We can be God’s friend.  And God can be our best friend.

In heaven we are going to have many, many friends, many good friends – lots and lots of best friends.  Anyone who is a friend of God will be friends with God’s other friends.  But the best friendship by far, the only perfect friendship, will be our relationship with God.  In heaven it will be perfect, perfect forever.  

The best thing to do in any friendship with someone else is to encourage each other to do what’s right, and to stand up for what’s true and right and good.  It is to stand together against whatever is bad or wrong.  Doing this is what forms the deepest, strongest and best friendships while we live on earth.  Friendship, no matter what goes wrong, is one of God’s greatest gifts in life.  Heaven is the place where we shall join in and celebrate many victorious friendships.  In heaven our friends will be people who have conquered evil and triumphed over wickedness, and have not given in to sin.  In heaven we shall have no enemies whatsoever.  We shall never ever have people who hate us!

The secret to becoming God’s friend is to discover that God loves us.  God loves us more than anyone else does.  Once we find out how superbly, how brilliantly, God loves us it will fill our hearts with true love for him.  This is the great secret of Christianity.  God shall become our special friend forever.  We shall love him more than we love anyone else.  However much we may love someone, we will love the Lord even more.

The way to be God’s true and loyal friend is to share the same way of thinking with him.  God’s friends are those who admire him and follow him.  God’s friends listen to him and are faithful to him.  They obey him.
What a tremendous privilege and glorious blessing it is to be God’s good friend!  It’s the best thing there is in life, by far!

A BIBLE STUDY for the Young

Translated and explained from the Hebrew

1 SAMUEL
Chapter 15

15:1-3  GOD GIVES KING SAUL AN ORDER

The prophet Samuel said to King Saul:  I was the one who the Lord sent to appoint you as king over his people, the people of Israel.  Now you must listen to the message that the Lord has spoken.

This is what the great Lord, the Lord Almighty, says:  I have decided to punish the nation of Amalek [amma-lek] for what they did to Israel over 300 years ago.  They set a cruel ambush for the Israelites when they were in the desert, after they had escaped from Egypt.  

Now go and 1attack the people of Amalek.  Put an end to them.  Destroy everything that belongs to them.  2You must destroy the whole nation.  Don't let any of them get away alive.  Kill all the men.  Kill all the women.  Kill all the children, even the babies.  You must also kill all their animals, and their cattle as well as their sheep, and the camels as well as the donkeys. 

1attack the people of Amalek:  Amalek [amma-lek] was the grandson of Esau, Jacob's hairy brother and twin.  The Amalekites [a’mal-a’kights] were his descendants.  At the time of the Exodus, they were wandering around, moving from place to place, in the Sinai Desert [sigh-nigh].  When the Israelites, under Moses' leadership, came peacefully past them, the Amalekites attacked them.  What was particularly ugly and horrid was that the Amalekites attacked the back of the Israelite column.  That was where the weakest people were, struggling to keep up with the rest.  The old people were there, and the women with children and babies.  They were tired and worn out from years of travelling about in the desert, and having to get out of the way of other nations who were all opposed to them and threatening to fight them.  

The Israelites watched this Amalekite ambush with horror.  Moses ordered Joshua to take soldiers to fight them off.  While Joshua fought, Moses prayed.  Moses prayed by lifting his arms up into the air.  While Moses' arms were up, Joshua beat the Amalekites.  When Moses' arms got tired and dropped, the Amalekites started winning.  So Moses sat down and two men, one on either side, helped him by holding up his arms while he prayed.  Joshua then defeated the enemy.

When Joshua had driven the Amalekites off, Moses told the Israelites that they must never forget what an ugly and despicable thing the Amalekites had done.  So, once they were settled in the Promised Land, they must attack the Amalekites and wipe them all out.  Moses said:  Don't forget to do that!  Furthermore, God told Moses to write this down in a book and make sure that he taught it to Joshua.  God said that he would utterly wipe out the nation of the Amalekites so that they would no longer be remembered among the nations.  Moses said that God has promised to be at war non-stop with the Amalekite people in every generation.

About 200 to 300 years later, in the time of Gideon, the Moabites [moh-a’bights] and the Ammonites [a’min-nights] who lived on the east of the Jordan River got together to attack Israel.  The Amalekites also joined them.  Israel was treated very badly by these three nations for nearly 20 years until God used Gideon to get rid of them.  That was about 100 years before Saul's time.

2You must destroy the whole nation:  Wow!  Here we have a big problem, a huge problem!  Does not Christianity teach us to love even our enemies?  Does not God's commandment, given by Moses in Sinai, tell us not to kill?  So, when God says that they must kill everybody, even the women and children and babies and all the animals too, we have a huge problem.  This is something we don’t like and don’t agree with.  In fact, it is upsetting, and it seems to be so unchristian and wrong to us.  At the same time, we know that God never does anything wrong.

When we come across something like this in the Bible, it means that we have to do some thinking.  We have a lot to learn from the Bible and from God.

The first thing we have to learn is that it is God who decides what is right and what is wrong.  We have to learn to obey God.  This is the biggest lesson we need to learn in life.  It is sometimes the most difficult lesson in life too.  To do what's right we must not only do nice things in life, but sometimes we have to do hard things too.

Only God knew what the Amalekite people were really like.  God is not cruel.  It was the Amalekites who were cruel.  And God does deal severely with people who are cruel.  In the time of Noah he sent a flood that wiped out the whole world.  That included all the children and babies.  God did this only because he had to: the whole world had become so bad, so wicked, so evil and so utterly cruel.  The same thing was now true of the Amalekites.  

When Pharaoh refused to listen to God and punished the Israelites as slaves, God killed all the firstborn of the Egyptians.  That included children and babies, and even animals.  That was the only thing that could get Pharaoh to give up fighting against God and his people.  The Amalekites also hated God's people, just as Pharaoh and the Egyptians did.  God will not let anyone get away with that.  Both the Egyptians and the Amalekites hated God, which was why they were so cruel to his people.  

When God told Moses that the Amalekites must be destroyed, he gave them another 300 years, and more, to see if they would change their ways, the way the people of Nineveh did in the time of Jonah.  But they did not.  Generation after generation they remained a cruel and sneaky nation.  They kept on looking for the weak and defenceless, and attacked them.  In 1 Samuel 30 you can read what the Amalekites did to David and his people.  While the men went away to war, the Amalekites kidnapped all their women and children, their animals and goods.  David was very fortunate to get them all back again, and that was because God helped him.  Because they had not given up their cruelty over hundreds of years, God decided that the time had come to wipe them all out.  Killing even the children and animals, and destroying all their possessions, was the severest or harshest form of punishment.  The worst form of punishment that we know of is the death sentence.  Yet even worse than that is to lose one’s whole family and everything that belongs to one.  

That awful punishment gives us a rough idea of what the punishment in hell is going to be like at the end of the world.

One of the hard lessons we have to learn is that when people become bad their behaviour affects others.  But what people who are wicked need to learn is that their sins against others affect even their own families.  This is one way in which God warns people not to become lawless and violent.  If they behave in an ugly way, they and their own families will suffer.  God does not tolerate thugs.  The Amalekites had become thugs.  If we had lived in those days, we would have been relieved and glad if God had got rid of the Amalekites.  

But a big problem was this: God decided to get the Israelites themselves to get rid of the dreadful Amalekites.  There are times when good people have to punish bad people.  We sometimes do not like to punish people for doing what is bad, but God is not that weak.  God remembers people's cruelty.  He makes sure that they will be punished.  This is a great relief for the people who have suffered terribly from other people’s awful wickedness.  God will bring justice to the killers, and he will bring justice for those they kill or hurt.

We must also realise that in those days this was something that all the people would accept.  No one argued about this.  This sort of killing was constantly going on among the nations.  Now God was saying that it had to stop.  Those responsible for it had to be punished.  When people are badly treated by cruel and ruthless enemies, they are thankful when those enemies get what they deserve, especially when God orders it to be done.

Of course, there are many people today who do not like what God has done.  Most people do not like what God has said.  This makes believing in God, and listening to him, hard for all of us.  But what is quite simple is the fact that God knows better than all the people who argue with him.  God knows better than they do because God is better than they are.  Christians are people who believe this.  We do have to learn to love our enemies.  But we do not love or tolerate what is bad or rotten or nasty.  We fight what is ugly and evil.  We take a stand against wickedness.  We will not tolerate sin against God.  Moses, who taught us not to kill, killed many people who rebelled against God.  He had to.  By getting King Saul and the Israelites to attack the Amalekites God was teaching the Israelites never to become as ruthless and cruel and barbaric as the Amalekites.  Sometimes Christians have to do a very hard duty: for example, when policemen have to arrest dangerous criminals who are prepared to shoot and kill anyone.

But we must never kill or hurt people just because we do not like them, or to get what we want.  There is a big difference between the right sort of killing and punishment and the wrong sort of killing and unkindness.  God kills people who destroy the lives of others.  Killing or any other kind of punishment must be just and fair and right.  God is careful always to do the right thing.  We must do the same.

15:4-9  SAUL ATTACKS THE AMALEKITES

Saul gave orders for his soldiers to report for duty, and he gathered them together in 1the Negev desert.  The Negev was to the south of the tribe of Judah, and was where the Amalekites lived.  There were 200,000 soldiers from Israel as well as 10,000 men from the tribe of Judah.

Saul and his army marched to the main town of Amalek, and hid in 2a river ravine as an ambush.

Saul had sent a message to the Kenite people who were living among the Amalekites:  Get away from here.  Leave this area.  Move away from the Amalekites so that I do not accidentally kill you with the Amalekites when I attack them.  You Kenites were kind to all the people of Israel when they came out of Egypt.  So 3the Kenites moved away from the Amalekites to safety.

Saul then attacked Amalek.  He attacked the Amalekites living in the whole area of the Negev desert.  The Israelites fought them as far as the desert area that lies towards where the Suez Canal now is.

Saul managed to capture Agag [a’gag] the king of the Amalekites alive, but he destroyed all the people.  The Israelites killed them during the fighting, in battle.

But the men of Saul’s army spared Agag as well as the best of the Amalekites’ animals.  They liked the best of their sheep and cattle, so they did not kill them.  They kept the calves and the lambs that were in good condition, as well as all the animals that looked good.  They did not want to destroy them.  But any creatures that they were not impressed with, and that were in a weak condition, they did destroy.  They kept Agag as a trophy of their victory over the Amalekites.
1the Negev desert:  The Negev means the desert to the South.  It links up with the great Sinai desert that goes down to the Red Sea.  This was where the Amalekites and the Kenites lived.  They farmed mainly with sheep and goats and cattle.

Saul lived at Gibeah, which is just a few kilometres to the north of Jerusalem.  From Jerusalem he had to go about 10 kilometres to go past Bethlehem, then another 30 kms to get past Hebron, and then another 50 kms to get to Beer Sheba [beer-sheeba].  Then he would be in the Negev desert, with the Amalekites living between Beer Sheba and the Suez Canal, which was over 300 kilometres away.  Saul would fight the Amalekites all the way to the Egyptian border.

2a river ravine:  In the desert, where there are hills or mountains, the rivers cut deeply into the ground.  For most of the year these rivers are dry.  So the rivers are like deep gorges, and the ancient people used to use them as natural sandy tracks to get through the mountains.  They are called wadis [wah-dees]. 

3the Kenites:  As a young man Moses had to escape for his life from Pharaoh in Egypt when news got out that he had killed an Egyptian to protect an Israelite slave.  Moses escaped into the desert on the east side of the Red Sea, called the Sinai desert.  There he lived safely among the Kenites and married a Kenite woman.

The Kenites lived by travelling around the Sinai and Negev deserts with their animals.  When Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt, he used his wife’s brother to get advice because the man knew the deserts well.  In the time of Saul there were Kenites living in the Negev Desert to the south of Judah.

The Kenites discovered copper in the desert near the Red Sea, and they made, and sold, all sorts of copper articles in ancient times.  Copper was one of the first metals that mankind discovered.  When they melted the copper and added a bit of melted tin to it, it turned into bronze when it cooled down.  
Nowadays a bronze medal is used as a prize for the person who comes third in any Olympic or major sport.

15:10-12  GOD TURNS AGAINST SAUL

What Saul did caused the Lord to speak to Samuel.  He said:  

I am disappointed with Saul.  1It’s a pity that I made Saul king of Israel.  He has failed to listen to me.  He has not carried out the royal responsibilities and instructions that I gave him.  When Samuel heard this, he was furious.  He spent the whole night praying to the Lord, and worrying about Saul and Israel.  He was very upset.

In the morning Samuel wasted no time.  He was up early to go to see Saul about what he had done.  But Samuel was told that Saul had already gone to the little town called 2Carmel.  Samuel was also informed that Saul celebrated his victory over the Amalekites by building a simple monument of stones there.  Then, instead of going back home past Jerusalem, Saul had taken another road and travelled down the mountain range to 3Gilgal.

1It’s a pity that I made Saul king:  Some people ask:  Did God make a mistake by making Saul king?  No, of course not!  God never makes mistakes.  But what God is talking about is complicated, and we need to understand why God said this.  There are two important things that we should get to know.

God’s people were different from all the other nations.  They did not have a king because God was their King.  God’s purpose was that his people should have only one king, and that would be his Son.  As King, God gave his people rules and standards to live by.  The problem was that the Israelites did not obey God’s commands and instructions.  As a result, they got into all kinds of trouble.  Instead of stopping their disobedience and listening to God, they began to wish for a king.  All the other nations had kings.  If a king was successful in protecting his people and looking after them, he would remain as their king.  If he failed, the nation would get rid of him and appoint someone else to be king.  Also, the people could put pressure on their king to do what they wanted.

But God was different.  God never failed.  God could help them no matter how difficult their problems were.  But the trouble was that the people themselves failed, and kept on failing generation after generation.  Nor could the nation ever tell God what to do.  Their duty was to listen to God and obey him.  But they did not want to, and therefore could not.  Because of this, in the end they simply could not trust God.  Since they could not trust him and would not obey him, they really had no king.  So the people began to believe that they ought to get themselves a king.  The idea or hope was that the king would be a special man who would listen to God and then get them to do what was right and what was best.  They would rely on God to guide their king.  They would not have to worry about their responsibility to trust and obey God themselves.

Eventually God told Samuel to give them what they wanted.  But God warned the nation that a king would want more and more power.  The more power he got the more he would want to suit himself rather than look after the people.  Samuel made this clear to everyone, but they would not listen to him.

The other important thing to understand is that God chose the best man there was to be their king.  Saul was a big man, taller than anyone else.  He was a great fighter.  Once the Israelites saw how Saul could fight, they all felt confident that he was the right man to be their leader.  Saul had lots of courage.  He was a good thinker.  He was a strong leader.  He was also a religious man.  He liked to worship God.  He came from one of the smallest tribes, the tribe of Benjamin.  His family was not an important one in the nation.  So the bigger tribes and the important families were not jealous of him.  Since Saul was also a humble man all the people were happy to have him as their king.  The few bad-mannered people who did not like him to begin with, were quickly outvoted by everyone else.  Yes, God had chosen the best man for the job.

But there was one problem.  It was Saul’s attitude.  Once Saul was king, he began to find some of God’s orders not to his liking.  Sometimes he preferred to do what he wanted to do rather than what God wanted him to do.  One thing that Saul really liked was to be popular.  But to be popular he had to do what people wanted, rather than what God told him to do.  So Saul found himself in a sort of trap.  Unfortunately, when he was tested like this, he chose to do what he thought was best, or what people liked, rather than listen to God and do as he was told.  This wrecked his friendship with God.  That is what was such a great pity.  The nation now had a king who was really no use to them.  This would become a disaster for them, just as God had warned.  Yet again the country was going to need God to solve the problem that they brought upon themselves.

2Carmel:  This Carmel was a small town in Judah, about ten kilometres south of Hebron.  The name Carmel means “Success” or “Doing Well.”  Here Saul set up a monument to record his military victory over the Amalekites.  It was not just that the Israelites had won the battle.  It was also that they had got rid of people who had been nothing but a cruel and horrible menace to the south of Judah.  

3Gilgal:  Gilgal was a village near to Jericho.  Jericho was about five miles from the River Jordan.  Gilgal was an important town for Saul.  In the time of Joshua, when the Israelites had successfully and miraculously crossed the Jordan River into Canaan, they had camped near Gilgal.  There the Israelites had set up a monument to celebrate that they had safely arrived in God’s Promised Land.  

Gilgal was also the military headquarters of Joshua during his campaign to conquer the area where Judah would settle.  Gilgal was also the place where Saul was appointed as king of Israel.  Saul wanted to celebrate his victory over the Amalekites.  So did his soldiers.  Gilgal was the place to have a great celebration and a great feast.

Then, of course, the other thing that Saul was celebrating was that they had got a lot of animals that they could sacrifice to God and then feast on, instead of using their own animals.  On top of that they had captured the Amalekite king, King Agag, so they could enjoy parading him as a trophy or prize from their victory.  This was a terrific morale booster.

The only problem was that God had given them orders to destroy everyone and everything.  The soldiers did not want to do this, and Saul let them do what they wanted.

15:13-15  KING SAUL MAKES AN EXCUSE

When Samuel came to Saul, Saul greeted him 1in a friendly way:  Good morning!  The Lord bless you!  2I have done what the Lord told me to do.

Samuel answered:  Then how do you explain the noise I can hear these sheep making?  And how do you explain the noise of the cattle that I am listening to?

Saul answered:  
No, they are the animals that were brought from the Amalekites.  The soldiers spared only the best sheep and cattle.  They thought it would be a good idea to use them in order 3to worship the Lord.  We are going to sacrifice these good ones to 4the Lord your God.  But I can assure you that we completely got rid of all the rest of them for the Lord.

1in a friendly way:  When people want to hide something, or get away with something, they usually act in a very friendly way.  It then becomes very hard to tell a friendly sort of person that he has done something wrong.

2I have done what the Lord told me to do:  Saul is trying to get Samuel to believe him.  It is hard to tell someone that he has done something wrong if he seems to think that he has done the right thing.  But the problem was that Saul was making excuses.
3to worship the Lord:  When people make excuses, they like to make them sound good.  That’s why Saul said that it was done for the Lord.

4the Lord your God:  Saul is now trying to please Samuel, the man of God.  But it would have been better if he had just obeyed God, as Samuel had instructed him to do.

15:16-19  THE PROPHET SAMUEL REBUKES KING SAUL

Samuel cut Saul off.  He said:  Stop making excuses!  Let me tell you what the Lord told me last night.  Saul replied:  Alright!  Tell me.  I’m listening.

Samuel said:  You know, you were such a humble man when you became the leader of the tribes of Israel.  That is a reason why the Lord officially made you king over Israel.

Then the Lord sent you on a mission to do your duty as king.  He told you to go and destroy those sinful and wicked Amalekites.  He ordered you to make war on that nation until you had wiped them out, because of the cruel things they had done to God’s people.

So why did you not obey the Lord’s instructions?  Why were you so greedy, so keen to grab the loot for yourselves?  What you have done is so wrong, and has deeply upset the Lord.

15:20-21  SAUL TRIES TO ARGUE

But what Saul told Samuel was this:  No, I did obey the Lord’s orders.  I went and did my duty that the Lord sent me to do.  I brought back only Agag, the king of the Amalekites.  I brought him as a trophy to show that the Amalekites were completely defeated and would never trouble us again.  I promise you that I wiped out and got rid of the whole Amalekite nation as I was told.

Then the men selected and carried off the very best of the sheep and cattle as prizes, but not to keep for themselves.  No, the people wanted 1to dedicate them completely as sacrifices to the Lord 2your God who gave us 3this great victory.

1to dedicate them completely as sacrifices to the Lord:  In Hebrew this has a very special meaning.  The people would not eat some of these sacrifices as they would other kinds of sacrifices to the Lord.  These special sacrifices would be completely dedicated to the Lord.  They would be completely burnt on the altar.  The whole sacrifice would go up in smoke.  There would be nothing for anyone to eat.  It would all be offered to God.
2your God:  By saying, “your God” King Saul shows that he is scared of Samuel the prophet of God.  Saul is now not sure about where he himself stands with God, but he is clear where Samuel stands with God – and Saul is worried.  Once one does what is wrong, one feels unsure of oneself deep down.  When someone else tells one what is right, one feels a sort of respect deep down for that person.

3this great victory:  Saul tries to tell Samuel that everything is fine because they won the war against the Amalekites.  Saul thinks that if he won a great victory then it does not matter if they did something wrong.  

A weakness that many people have is to think that success means that obedience is not so important.  They try to say that if everything turns out well then it does not matter if we have cheated a bit somewhere along the line.  People suppose that doing wrong does not matter if one is successful.

15:22-23  OBEDIENCE IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN SUCCESS

The prophet Samuel now wants to teach King Saul a very important lesson.  So this section or paragraph is in the form of poetry in Hebrew.  Something is easier to remember when it is put into poetry or set to music.

Samuel gave Saul this answer:  What does God like better?  What does God want more?  Does God want us to put up a good show, or does God want us to obey him?  God wants us to listen to him. That’s more important than any religious ceremony.  Does God need us to work in the church?  Or would he prefer us to pay attention to him?  Refusing to obey God is the same as 2giving up on God and listening to the devil.

Once you become proud and stubborn your life becomes empty, unsafe and insecure.  If you sin against God you are guilty.  If you won’t do what he says, good luck will never help you.  Disobedience brings trouble, not the things you wish for.  A tiny sin against God is a huge sin.  Success does not allow you to disobey God.  Because you have ignored God, God has given up on you as king.  Because you did not obey God and do your duty, you have lost God’s support.

Because Samuel’s poetry is so deep, so important and so meaningful, we shall take a closer look at what he actually said to Saul.  Samuel spoke to Saul in Saul’s culture, not in ours.

1What does God like:  What Samuel actually said was:  What gives God pleasure and happiness?  Is it when you offer Burnt Offerings and sacrifices to the Lord?

In our culture this means:  Is it when you go to church or to Christian meetings and doing Christian things?

Burnt Offerings were when the whole animal was completely burnt as an offering to God.  No one got any of the meat.  It all went up in smoke to the Lord.  The purpose of this was to lift the soul of the worshipper up to God with the smell and the smoke.  God gets everything, and this was to remind them that God comes first.

That is what going to church is about for us: it is to get us closer to God.

Sacrifices to the Lord meant that the worshippers and the priests shared some of the meat of the sacrifice.  This made them feel good about God, and encouraged them to be friendly towards one another.  For this reason the wealthier people liked to bring good, fat rams to the sacrifice.  It made them popular with the priests and with their friends and even with poorer people who got some of the first-class meat of those rams.

This is what church and meetings and activities should do for us.  It should make us more friendly towards one another.

BUT, what God wants is NOT just that we go to church.  What’s important is not that we become more friendly or popular, but that we pay attention to him and do what he tells us to do.  To listen to God and obey him is what gives the Lord pleasure.  That’s what makes him happy!

2giving up on God:  In different cultures different sorts of people have different ways of giving up on God.  

People usually give up on God when he does not answer their prayers.  Another reason is when God does not want them to do something that they want to do.  When God does not suit us, we are tempted to turn away from him.

In Saul’s time people were also tempted to get what they wanted in other ways.

One way was to pray to the dead.  They would pray to dead people they had known, or who had been famous or successful.  They would pray to people who had loved them and been good to them, such as their parents or grandparents.  Or they would pray to people who had a reputation for being close to God.  God had told the Israelites that doing this was a great sin.  If they needed anything they must pray to God himself.  Samuel told Saul that to disobey God was as sinful and wicked as praying to the dead.  The dead cannot help us.  God has taken them away, out of our lives.  God CAN help us, and is willing to help us.

Another way that people used to get what they wanted was to collect good luck charms or idols.  These showed how wealthy or successful they were, like a collection of prizes.  They regarded them like savings – not savings of money, but savings of good luck that they could use when they needed luck.  They could even be used as bribes.  This kind of thing was common among the pagan people who did not believe in God.  But God had warned the Israelites that this would ruin them, not help them.  If they needed help or support, they must go to God for it.  Samuel told Saul that failure to listen to God was as wrong and bad as collecting good luck idols.  

Idols will do people a lot of harm.  God will do people a lot of good.

15:24-26  KING SAUL ADMITS THAT HE HAS SINNED

The prophet Samuel has two problems with King Saul.  The one is that this is not the first time that Saul has broken God’s rules.  The other problem is that all other kings could do as they liked.  So Saul was surrounded by kings who did not have to obey any rules.  But any king who belonged to the Lord had to obey the Lord’s commandments and orders.  A believer in God cannot just do what unbelievers do, even if lots of them are doing what they should not be doing.

Then Saul said to Samuel:  I now realise that I am to blame.  I’m sorry!  I have sinned!  I got carried away and failed to do what the Lord told me to do.  I did not carry out your instructions as I should have.  I was worried about what the people thought and I gave in to what they demanded.

But now I apologise.  1Please forgive my sin.  And do me a favour:  Don’t leave me now.  Come along with me and join me as I lead worship of the Lord.

But Samuel said to Saul:  No!  I shall not go back with you.  You refused to respect the order of the Lord, so therefore the Lord refuses to go on supporting you as king over Israel.

1Please forgive my sin.  And do me a favour:  Saul did say, “Sorry.”  But the problem is, did he really mean it?  It is always a problem when someone says, “Sorry,” to know whether he really means it.  The prophet Samuel knows that Saul has not properly repented.  On top of that God has told Samuel that he is finished with Saul as king, and God certainly knows Saul’s heart.

Saul wanted Samuel to go to worship with him so that people would think that everything was alright.  Saul did not want his people to know that God was punishing him.  If Samuel came to worship with Saul, then no one would know that there was anything wrong.

Here is a problem for us.  Saul apologises for disobeying God.  He says that he is sorry.  But Samuel says that God does not accept his apology.  We are told in the Bible that if we confess our sins we can depend on God to forgive our sins, and to give us another chance. 

The first thing to realise is that God forgives us if our apology is genuine.  King Saul had disobeyed God before, and now he has done it again.  The “sorry” that God wants is not a sorry just to get out of trouble, but then to do the wrong thing again sometime later.  God always knows whether we are truly sorry, or not.  When Saul says, “I’m sorry, but do me a favour,” it does not look as though he is really sorry.  It seems as though he is more interested in getting out of trouble.

The important thing to realise here is that God is not refusing to forgive Saul.  What God does is to decide that Saul is no longer a king who will do what God wants.  When people do what is wrong, they are going to lose out in some way, even if they are sorry and get forgiven.  Saul has proved that he is not an obedient and reliable leader that God can use.  No amount of saying sorry can change that.  We must NOT mess around with God...

15:27-31  GOD IS FINISHED WITH KING SAUL

At this point it seems that some ancient experts have added an extra verse to the Bible.  They would have done this so that what Samuel says next makes more sense to us.  The extra verse says this:

[As Samuel turned to leave Saul desperately grabbed the edge of his coat, but by doing that he tore it.]

We do not know for sure whether that really happened or not.  Maybe it did.  Maybe it did not.  Anyway, it is now in the Bible.  But what is important is what Samuel said to Saul.

Then Samuel said to Saul:  The Lord has torn away the kingdom of Israel from you today.  He has given it to someone who will be a friend of yours and who will be a better king than you, and will do a better job of it.  

I can assure you that the Lord is someone who is splendid, magnificent, and he is always sincere.  He is the genuine and glorious God of Israel, and he means what he says.  He will not change his mind.  That’s because the Lord is not like people who do change their minds when it suits them.

Saul replied:  Yes, that’s true, and I admit that I have sinned.  But please give me support now, and 1show me respect and honour in front of the leaders of my people and before the nation of Israel.  Don’t let me down in front of them.  Come along with me so that I may lead the worship of the Lord your God with your support.

2So Samuel did what King Saul asked.  He went with Saul and stood behind him as Saul publicly worshiped the Lord.

1show me respect and honour in front of the leaders:  What Saul is now trying to do is what we call saving face.  He cannot argue with Samuel because he knows that what he has done is wrong.  But he does not want his people to know that.  He wants them just to think that he is the successful king who defeated the Amalekites.  

When we do what’s wrong we must not worry about what people think and try to save face.  Rather we must concentrate on what God thinks and what God wants.  This can be very hard, especially for important people or older people.

2So Samuel did what King Saul asked:  King Saul managed to get the prophet to do what he wanted, but he would not be able to get God to change his mind.

15:32-35  SAMUEL FINISHES THE JOB FOR THE LORD

Then Samuel gave an order:  Fetch Agag the king of the wicked Amalekites.  Bring him here to me!  So Agag came, 1hoping that he would be spared.  Agag thought that the fierce, warlike anger of the Israelites must surely be finished now.  Hopefully there would be no more killing.  

But Samuel said to him:  You are an evil man.  You have killed the children of mothers who did you no harm, causing them a lot of heartache and sadness.  Now in just the same way it is 2your mother’s turn to suffer misery by losing her child.  There and then Samuel executed Agag, 3putting an end to him.  He did this to show respect to the Lord, because the Lord had ordered this to be done.

Then Samuel went home to 4Ramah [rah-mah], while Saul went up to his home at 5Gibeah [gib-bee-ah], the town that belonged to him.  

Right until the day of his death 6Samuel never again visited Saul.  But Samuel was terribly sad because Saul had failed so badly.  He mourned over Saul.  7The Lord was also very disappointed that he had made Saul king over Israel, and that he had turned out to be so unworthy of that responsibility.

1hoping:  Experts are not sure how to translate this Hebrew word.  It is the same word as “Eden”, as in the Garden of Eden.  So some Bibles translate it as cheerfully or happily, or confidently.  But the word “eden” could also mean frightened, so other Bibles translate it as trembling or fearfully.  

One of the funny things about Hebrew is that sometimes a word has two opposite meanings.  For instance, the word “holy” can also mean “unholy.”  But one can usually tell quite easily what is meant.  This is one of the few times when it is not easy to work out exactly what is meant.  But, of course, we can get the general or rough idea.  It would make sense if Agag was scared.

(In English we sometimes do the same thing.  Nowadays “crazy” and “insane” can have the opposite meaning of what they used to mean.  Again, we can usually tell whether crazy really means stupid, or whether it means amazing!)

2your mother’s turn:  This could make us think that it is possible that Agag was a young king.  But we don’t know whether his mother was killed or not.  But, dead or alive, young or old, she had now lost her cruel son who had ruled over the Amalekites who were also a cruel people.

In this sinful world of ours there are some mothers who are lovely, but there are also some mothers who are not.

This reminds us of God’s rule that what we do to others will be done to us.

The Amalekites were a very cruel people, and their king would have been responsible for this.  Samuel says that Agag was particularly cruel.

3putting an end to him:  “Put an end” is another Hebrew word that the experts are not sure of.  So some Bibles have translated it as Samuel “cut him to pieces.”  But one expert came up with the helpful translation that Samuel “put an end to him.”  When Samuel had Agag executed he put an end to all his cruelty to other people.  That was what God wanted.  What Saul wanted was to use King Agag as a trophy of his success in battle over the Amalekites.  Saul hoped that this success would strengthen his power as king.  Samuel now put an end to Saul’s politics.  Instead of strengthening his rule, Saul lost his kingdom – all because he had disobeyed God.

Sometimes it is very difficult to do what God wants.  Either we don’t like to do it ourselves, or others don’t like us to do what God says we must do.  But God wants us to stand up for what is right, and take a stand against what is bad.  People who cause harm must not get away with it, if we can help it.  Sometimes, in fact, quite often, this is not easy for us.

4Ramah:  Ramah was at the top of the mountain range that runs through Israel.  It was about five miles (8 kilometres) to the north of Jerusalem.  Ramah is a Hebrew word meaning a high place.

Ramah was where the prophet Samuel lived.  He was born there.  

Ramah is where Saul first met Samuel when he was searching for his father’s lost donkeys.  

Many years later when the northern tribes of Israel broke away from the kingdom of Judah in the south, Ramah was the boundary between them.  The breakaway was at the time when David’s grandson became king.  

Many years later, when the Babylonians conquered Judah and took the Jews into exile, Jeremiah was put in prison at Ramah.  But then King Nebuchadnezzar ordered that Jeremiah be set free.

5Gibeah:  In Hebrew the word Gibeah means a hill or a height.  Gibeah was about four miles north of Jerusalem, so Ramah and Gibeah were quite close to each other.  Gibeah and Ramah were both towns in the area that was settled by the tribe of Benjamin.  The problem with Gibeah was that there was no stream flowing down the hill.  People therefore did not live on the hill until the Iron Age.  Once iron was discovered they could make metal tanks or cisterns (large containers like reservoirs) to catch rain water.  Then people began to build a town on the hill.

Saul was born in Gibeah and grew up there.  Gibeah was where Saul stayed when he was king.  So Gibeah was the first capital of Israel, before Jerusalem.

6Samuel never again visited Saul:  This means that Samuel stopped helping Saul to rule over Israel.  He stopped giving him messages from God or giving him advice or helping him in any way.  This was because God had given up on Saul as king.  That meant that Israel would now be in trouble.  The people had demanded a king like the other nations had, but their king had become a failure.  Israel now had a big problem.

7The Lord was also very disappointed:  This shows us, and warns us, that even Christian rulers can be a disappointment to God.  The most important thing for any ruler to do is to listen to the Lord.  The big temptation for rulers, even Christians, is to listen to what people want, or to do what they think is best, or do what they want to do.  Any ruler, unbeliever or believer, can easily fail.  Even believers, any believer, can disappoint God.
Both Samuel and Saul died just before 1000 BC.  Samuel died first, as a very old man, and Saul died in battle against the Philistines a couple of years later, just before he was 70 years old.  Samuel had been a man when Saul was a boy.

Chapter 16

In this chapter God chooses another king to take the place of King Saul.  This is going to cause problems, especially for the old prophet Samuel, because God tells him to appoint the next king while King Saul is still ruling the country.  This is dangerous, because you cannot have two different kings in a nation.  To find out why God anointed a young man as the next king before King Saul died, we have to read the rest of this book of 1 Samuel.  It shows us how God used the dangers that a young second king had to go through, to train and prepare him to be a first class leader of God’s people.

Sometimes trouble and disappointments, heartache and worries and fear, and even danger, are the best thing for us:

God knows best how to get the best out of us.

16:1-5  GOD SENDS SAMUEL TO BETHLEHEM

Then the Lord said to Samuel:  How long are you going to go on 1grieving over Saul?  You must face the fact that I have rejected him as king over Israel.  Fill your 2horn with special oil and go on a special mission that I am sending you on.  I want you to go to a man called Jesse [jess-see] who lives in Bethlehem, because I have been watching one of his sons who will be 3the right sort of king for me.

But Samuel said to the Lord:  I can’t do that!  How can I go on such a mission, for Saul will hear about it, and he will kill me?  But the Lord answered:  Don’t worry about that!  When you go, you must 4take a calf from the herd with you.  When you get there announce to the people of Bethlehem that 5the reason you have come is to set up a feast for them in honour of the Lord.

I want you to invite Jesse to the sacrifice of worship.  I shall then show you what you should do.  You must then anoint the person I tell you.

Samuel did what the Lord told him to do, and arrived at Bethlehem.  The elders of the town were surprised to meet him so unexpectedly.  It gave them a shock and there was some panic.  They asked him:  Is there a problem?  Is everything alright?  Are we in trouble?  Have you come 6in peace?  

Samuel answered:  Yes, don’t worry!  I have come in peace.  I have come to perform a sacrifice to worship the Lord and hold a feast in his honour.  All I want is for you to get yourselves ready for the holy sacrifice.  Make sure you are 7fit for worship.  Then you can join me in the sacrifice and the feast.  Then Samuel made sure that Jesse would be ready for the worship of the Lord, as well as his sons.  He then gave them a special invitation to the sacrifice.

1grieving over Saul:  Samuel was very unhappy about Saul.  This whole business of appointing a king had turned into a depressing mess.  Samuel knew that God had warned the people against having a king, but they had insisted on demanding a king.  Samuel had also not wanted a king, but God had then decided to let the people have a king.  However, the king had now failed.  Samuel had done his best to encourage and warn Saul to obey God.  But Saul would not listen, and now the whole nation was going to suffer.  Samuel was hurt, worried and upset.  If God did not give Israel a good leader, Israel would be in trouble.  Samuel went on and on praying, with grief in his heart that he could not shake off.

2horn:  In those days when a king was appointed, special holy oil was poured onto his head.  This was a sign that God would give the new king his Spirit to inspire him to rule well over the nation.  God would help him to lead the people well.  Instead of this oil being poured from a little golden jug, it was poured from an animal’s horn.  This horn could be of a bull or a male goat or of a ram.  A horn was a symbol of power.  The horn was a sign that the people hoped that the king would rise to great heights and be great and honoured and majestic.  The horn was the sign of the king’s glory.  The oil was the sign that the Spirit of God would make the king glorious.  That oil was like a very expensive perfume, with a lovely smell that would make one feel very good.  It was basically made from olive oil, with lovely smelling spices added to it.

Nowadays the word “horn” is still used to mean high and great and magnificent.  There is a mountain in the Swiss Alps between Switzerland and Italy that is called the Matterhorn.  It is a splendid mountain peak, one of the highest in Europe.  It can be clearly and famously seen from the valley below, like a massive and awesome triangle.  (“Matte” is the German for valley or fields.)  Lots of tourists go there just to look at it, and it is also a great challenge for mountain climbers, rather like Mount Everest, the world’s highest peak, or horn.

3the right sort of king for me:  When God and Samuel did not want the people of Israel to have a king it was because they should not have a king for the wrong reasons.  

-  The people wanted a king because all the other nations had a king.  This was wrong.  God was their leader.

-  The people could no longer trust God, and were therefore no longer loyal and obedient to him.  

-  The people felt that they could always put pressure on their king to get him to do what they wanted.  They could not do that with God.

God’s reasons for having a king were quite different:

-  God wanted a king that he could control, a king who would obey him.

-  Then the king would get the nation to listen to God and obey him and do God’s will.

-  A good king would be a hero for the people, and get them used to the idea that one day God’s Son would become their king, and be king forever and ever.  A good king would make the people believe in such a thing as a perfect king who would eventually come from God.  A king who was faithful to God, a king who would be a man after God’s own heart, would get the nation ready to accept the Messiah when he came.  If the king failed God, and the nation, the people would then reject the Messiah when he came.

4Take a calf:  God was sending Samuel to anoint the boy David as the future king of Israel.  Samuel had to take a calf with him so that the people of Bethlehem could worship the Lord, and celebrate his goodness with a feast.  The calf was for the meat.  Because the people there were not expecting him, Samuel would provide the meat himself instead of getting them to produce it.

By co-incidence, the Hebrew word for a calf is “EGLAH” [egg-lah], and the name of one of David’s future wives would also be Eglah.  Eglah’s name meant, ‘little calf.’

5the reason you have come:  One of the facts of life is a thing called “diplomacy.”  Diplomacy means that one sometimes needs to be careful what one says and does.  God was telling Samuel how to be careful, or diplomatic, about what he was going to do.  He could not possibly tell anyone that he was going to anoint another king.  That would have caused a great deal of trouble to many people, and a lot of danger too.  So Samuel had to go to Bethlehem to organise worship of the Lord.  That was his job.  He used to travel around the country and lead people everywhere in worship.  But usually people knew when he was coming and could prepare for a special feast, which could last for a few days.

There are times when we have to be careful what we say, and careful about what we do.  While Jesus was in the world, he had to be very careful about what he said.  There were powerful people who wanted to get rid of him.  That is why he always called himself the Son of Man instead of calling himself the Son of God.  Only at the end of his life, when he was arrested and was going to be killed anyway, did he admit to the leaders that he was actually the Son of God.  As Christians we also have to learn what to say, how to say it, and what not to say.  God will help us to know how to be careful, and also how to be brave.  Sometimes we must be diplomatic, and sometimes we must be courageous.

6in peace:  The Hebrew word for ‘peace’ is “SHALOM” [sha’lawm].  Shalom means everything is alright.  Shalom means one is safe, happy, doing well.  Shalom means there is nothing to worry about.  To say Shalom to someone is to wish that person well.

7fit for worship:  The Israelites had two kinds of worship.  The one was where they came together where they lived and learnt about the Bible from a teacher or rabbi [ra-bigh].  The main form of worship was where they went to the temple of the Lord.  There the priests would perform a sacrifice for them to the Lord.  In Samuel’s time the temple had not yet been built.  It would be built much later by David’s son, Solomon.  In Samuel’s time it was still the Holy Tent, or tabernacle, which had been built in the time of Moses.  But sometimes Samuel, who served the nation as a priest, would hold sacrifices in other places.

To get ready to worship God at a sacrifice, the people had to do certain things.  They would wash themselves, and their clothes.  They needed to make sure that they were clean.  They would dress well.  They would bring an offering to the Lord.  The important thing was that they were ready to admit or confess any sins that they had committed.  It was important for them to come humbly before the Lord.

16:6-13  GOD CHOOSES YOUNG DAVID

Jesse and his sons arrived, Samuel noticed 1Eliab [elee-av.  El is God; Eli is my God, and av (or ab) is father].  Samuel thought to himself:  Surely this looks like the one the Lord wants as his 2messiah!

But the Lord said to Samuel:  Do not be impressed just by his appearance.  Do not just pay attention to his powerful build and how big and tall he is.  Ignore him because I do not want him.  He is no use at all to me as king of my people.  Because it is not what anyone looks at that counts.  For man understands only what his eyes see.  But the Lord sees what a person is really like.  The Lord looks into someone’s heart, his character and attitude.

Then Jesse called 3Abinadab [avi-na-dav] to come forward to be inspected by Samuel.  But Samuel again said:  No, the Lord has not chosen this man.

Then Jesse presented 4Shammah [sham-mah] for inspection, but Samuel said:  This one also is not the one the Lord has chosen.

So Jesse presented all seven of his sons to Samuel.  But Samuel said to Jesse:  No, the Lord has not chosen any of these young men.

Then Samuel asked Jesse:  Is this the lot?  Are these young men the complete number of your sons?  Jesse then admitted:  Actually, there is still one left.  He’s the youngest.  But he isn’t here because he is looking after the sheep.  But Samuel said to Jesse:  Send someone and get him here!  We are not going to sit down at the table to eat and celebrate until he gets here.

So Jesse sent someone to fetch him.  He turned out to be a very healthy boy, sun-tanned, with lovely 5shining eyes, and good looking.  Then the Lord said to Samuel:  This is it!  So go ahead and appoint him as 2messiah.  

Then Samuel picked up his horn of oil and anointed him as 2messiah.  Samuel anointed him in front of his brothers.  As he did so, the Spirit of the Lord came upon 6David, and was in him from that day on.  Samuel, having done his work for God, then left and went back home to Ramah.

1Eliab:  “El” means God and “Eli” [ellee] means “God of me” or “My God´, and “ab”, pronounced “av”, means “father.”  Eliab means something like, My God is Father, or My God is our Father.  Hebrew names often have simple meanings, which we cannot see when they are written in our own language.

2messiah:  [m’sigh-a]  The Hebrew word here is “messiah” [m’shee-ach, ‘ch’ as in ‘loch’.]  The word messiah means the person God appoints to do a special work.  Here messiah (with a small “m”) means the person who is going to sort out the problems that King Saul and the Israelites caused.  God is going to use this messiah is going to get things right.

This gives us a good idea of what the Messiah (with a capital “M”) is going to do.  When God sends the great Messiah, he is going to sort everything out.  He is going to sort out the big problems in our lives, and, especially, sort us out and make us better people.  Then, in the end, he is going to sort out the whole world and the awful mess that it has always been in.

3Abinadab:  avi means, My father, na-dav means, noble: My Father is noble.  Here ‘Father’ means God.  So the name Abinadab [Avi-nadav] means that God, my Father, is wonderful or magnificent.

4Shammah:  Shammah is just a name.  It could mean “astonished” or “amazed.”  In that case Shammah could mean either that God is amazing, or that we are astonished at how marvellous God is.  So Shammah could become “Wow!” in our language:  Wow, God is amazing!

5shining:  Just as a matter of interest, the Hebrew word for “shiny” is yaffa [yaf-fa].  It means “bright” or “beautiful” or “excellent.”  When the Israelites settled into the Promised Land of Canaan, the tribe of Dan was given some land near the Mediterranean Sea.  On their coastline was the only natural harbour on the whole Canaan coast.  The town at the harbour was called Jaffa.  Later on it became known as Joppa [yop-pa].  

In modern times, after 1948 when the state of Israel came into being, the harbour town was called Jaffa again.  Since Jaffa was the town where Arabs lived, the Jews settled in a suburb to the south of Jaffa, called Tel Aviv [tel-a-veev].  

“Aviv” means corn.  It also means the time of year when the green corn was just beginning to form, before it became ripe.  That was the time of the first month of the Israelite calendar, which was also called Aviv.  Aviv was the month that the Israelites came out of Egypt in the time of Moses.  Aviv is the month of the Passover.  That was the last part of our month of March and the first part of April.  That is also the time of the year when Christians remember Easter.  

Tel Aviv became the capital of modern Israel.  In King David’s time Jerusalem became the capital of ancient Israel.

6David:  “David” in Hebrew means “Loved”, the one God loved.  In this way David was like Jesus when he came 1000 years later.  God loved Jesus even more than he loved David.  David was a very good man, but he was not perfect.  Jesus WAS perfect!
One of the amazing things about David is his name.  Usually, when someone is great, his name becomes popular.  Parents like to name their child after a great person.  But nowhere do we find the name David being given to anyone else in Israelite or Jewish history in the Bible.  David was unique, a one-and-only.  In this way Jesus was also like David:  Jesus was a one-and-only who came from God.  

David was actually an ancestor of Jesus.  Jesus was both the Son of David and the Son of God.  

We come now to a difficult part in the Bible.  In many Bibles it says that “God sent an evil spirit into Saul.”  Various experts, and people, have said a lot about this.  It has confused many.  Others have argued with this.  People either say that God would not do such a thing, or even that God was wrong to do such a thing.  

It is so important to understand that we cannot argue with God.  We cannot argue with what is written in the Bible.  Life is too complicated and difficult to argue with everything we do not understand or like.  The best thing we can do is to listen and learn.  Listen to the Bible and learn the truth about God and about life.

What helps us here is to realise that the Hebrew word for “evil” can mean a lot of different things.  It can mean “bad” or “unhappy” or “miserable.”  It can mean a problem, or trouble.  It can mean getting upset.  It can mean panicking.  It can mean all sorts of bad or unfortunate things.  In Saul’s case it meant depression.  Many Christians also suffer from depression.  But even if we get depressed, we must still love and obey God.  Depression is not an excuse to behave badly.
16:14-17  GOD UPSETS KING SAUL

What happened next was that 1the Spirit of the Lord left Saul.  In the place of the Lord’s Spirit 2another troublesome spirit came from the Lord, and it disturbed Saul.  It upset him deeply.  He felt confused and guilty and very unhappy.  God was cross with him!

Saul’s royal officials said to him:  Listen, Sir!  You have a problem.  It’s obvious that 3the Lord is upsetting you.  This is causing you agony in your soul.  
Please give an instruction now to 4your senior officials who work for you.  Order them to search for someone who knows how to play 5the harp.  Then whenever this horrible spirit of depression comes to you from the Lord, he can strum the harp and provide some soothing music for you.  That will make you feel better, Sir.  

So Saul said to his servants who worked for him:  Right!  Look for someone for me who is good at playing music.  Find him and bring him to me.

1the Spirit of the Lord:  When we believe in God, when we become believers in the Lord, God gives us his Spirit.  God’s Holy Spirit helps us to believe in him, especially during difficult times.  God’s Spirit helps us to obey God, especially when we come under pressure.  God’s Spirit gives us confidence in God and also peace of mind when things go wrong.  He gives us the strength to do what’s right.  He helps and encourages us to do what God wants.  Life becomes a great struggle, and the Spirit of the Lord supports and guides us to be able to cope.  God’s Spirit gives us the ability to overcome sin and life’s difficulties.  With God’s Spirit in us we can do all sorts of good.  He even makes it possible for us to conquer fear and death.  

2another troublesome spirit came from the Lord:  The secret of confidence and happiness in life is to have God with us.  While we obey God we shall have his support.  He will look after us and give us strength.  He will make us wise and help us to be useful.  This will make life good for us.

But if we disobey God, then the opposite will happen.  We shall become confused and unhappy.  We shall lose God’s support.  Life will get on top of us.  We shall become discouraged and upset.  Things will go wrong, and we shall lose our way in life.  Worry will get a grip on us.  Life will become a nightmare.  Instead of coping with our problems, we shall become a problem.  We’ll be a problem to ourselves, and a problem to others.  To have God in one’s life, and then lose him, hits one very hard indeed.  People without God can get depressed when they have bad news or unwelcome problems.  But Christians who fail God, and then lose their good relationship with him, suffer intensely from depression.  
If this can happen to a king, it can happen to anyone.  If this happened to a king who had received God’s Holy Spirit, it can happen to any believer, even someone who is a religious leader of God’s people.

But depression does not necessarily or automatically mean that one has disobeyed or failed the Lord.  Even good, faithful Christians can suffer from depression, because life is very hard and disappointing.  But that is another story.  It is part of our struggle and suffering when we listen to God and follow Jesus.  Being a Christian can be very hard for us at times.  But when that happens, we will still be faithful and obedient to God.  In Saul’s case disobeying God led to depression, and depression led to very bad behaviour.
If we keep faith with God even when we go through depression, that depression will lift sooner or later.  If we fail God because we are depressed, we shall sink lower and deeper into unhappiness.

3the Lord is upsetting you:  The royal officials said to the king:  We can see that it is the Lord who is upsetting you like this.  Now this tells us two things.  

First, the officials were there.  They saw what happened.  They saw how unsettled and miserable the king was.  They also talked about the problem with the king, and they talked to one another.  They worked out that it was God who was causing the problem of depression in Saul.  What they decided is written in the Bible because what they said was true.  The truth is that when we disobey God, he gives us a hard time.

Secondly, the royal officials were very careful how they spoke to the king.  They did not say to him:  You have become a grumpy, unreasonable, unpleasant and unstable old man.  That would have been true, for that is what he had become.  But they feared him, and they wanted to help him.  So, they said that they could see that it was God who was upsetting him.  King Saul knew that that was the truth.  Nobody dared to say that the reason God was making Saul feel bad was because he was guilty of disobeying God.  Saul would not admit that either.

We all have the massive problem 

that we do not like to admit that we have sinned.

But when we get upset, we might look for excuses, or blame others, or even blame God.  People do not like to talk about sin and disobeying God.  So they never really find the answer to the problem, because they won’t admit what the problem really is.  We are all like this.

But in order to believe in God, and become his friend, we are first going to have to face the fact that we have sinned.  We have disobeyed God’s orders.  Once God forgives us, we can get his Spirit, and find peace.  Saul did not ask God to forgive him.  So for the rest of his life he lived with bad moods and a nasty temper.  This meant that slowly but surely more and more people got tired of Saul being their king.

4your senior officials who work for you:  What this is saying is that King Saul’s senior royal officials wanted to keep Saul’s problem a secret.  They did not want the ordinary people to know that something was wrong with the king.  This is often what leaders do.  It’s what grown-ups do.  It is what we all end up doing.  If there’s something wrong with us, we want to keep it a secret.  But when we try to hide our faults and their problems from others, we often don’t find answers for them.

5the harp:  The harp is a very ancient musical instrument.  It existed long before Abraham’s time.  (Abraham was 2000 BC.)  The idea of making a harp seems to have come from a bow used for hunting.  Instead of just one string to shoot arrows, more strings were added that were of different lengths.  When plucked, each one gave a different sound.  The word “harp” comes from the old German word for “to pluck.”  It seems as though the first harps came from Persia, which today is Iran.  Harps came to Egypt, possibly at about the same time that the Israelites were living there.  The Israelites spent their first 400 years as a nation in Egypt, between the time of Joseph who got them into Egypt and the time of Moses who eventually got them out.  Drawings of harps were carved on the walls inside the pyramids.

The harp makes a beautiful sound.  The sound is so lovely that people have imagined that harps are played by angels.  A modern harp has about 50 strings, whereas a piano has over 200 strings.  In Saul’s time the harp had between 10 and 20 strings.  It was made of wood, and the strings were made of sheep’s gut.  The harp is played with both hands, but each hand uses only the thumb and three fingers.  The little pinkie finger is not strong enough to pluck the strings, which are very tight.  It takes thousands of hours to learn how to play a harp well.  The same is more or less true of many musical instruments.  
But if you ever get a chance to learn to play an instrument, don’t miss the opportunity.  It’s a lovely feeling to be able to produce good music.  You can learn to play a musical instrument in a few hundred hours if you have the ability and the determination.  If you are talented, and dedicated, and can play and practice for thousands of hours, you will be able to play music well.  It will give you a tremendous amount of satisfaction for the whole of your life.  It will also give other people a lot of pleasure too.

16:18-19  SOMEONE KNOWS ABOUT DAVID

We now come to one verse that tells us what David was actually like as a person.  And this verse also gives us an idea of what the Messiah would really be like as a man and a leader of God’s people.

One of the king’s junior servants came up with some news.  He said:  Listen, 1I got to know someone who is the son of Jesse [jessee] who lives in 2Bethlehem.  He’s really good at 3playing music on strings.  He’s gifted, with lots of energy and ability, and he’s honest and very reliable.  He’s manly and brave, a good soldier.  He’s intelligent, and you can trust whatever he says.  He’s a good man, and good looking.  What is really special about him is that God is with him.  He’s got God’s support.

So King Saul sent messengers to Jesse.  4His order to Jesse was:  Send your son David to me, your son who is looking after your sheep.

1I got to know someone who is the son of Jesse:  

This is the reputation that David had even when he was still a boy:

He’s really good at playing music on strings.  

He’s gifted, with lots of energy and ability, and he’s honest and very reliable.  

He’s manly and brave, a good soldier.

He’s intelligent, and you can trust whatever he says.

He’s a good man, and good looking.

What is really special about him is that God is with him.  He’s got God’s support.

This is in some ways a prophecy that can apply to Jesus.  But instead of being good at playing music, Jesus was absolutely brilliant at teaching about God.  And although Jesus was not exceptionally good looking (according to Isaiah’s prophecy) he was a very, very, very good man, kind and lovely to know.  For the rest Jesus was a true descendent of David.  Jesus was a magnificent soldier for God and God’s truth and good name.

2Bethlehem:  Bethlehem was nearly 10 miles to the south of Gibeah where King Saul lived.  Jerusalem was between those two towns.  But in those days it had not yet been conquered by the Israelites.  It was a fortified city that they could not attack.  The Jebusites [je-boo-sites], one of the pagan tribes of Canaan, lived in that city.  Anyone going from Bethlehem to Gibeah would have to go around Jerusalem and keep clear of the Jebusites.

3playing music on strings:  David spent a lot of his time out in the fields looking after his father’s sheep.  So it is likely that what he played out there was an instrument called a lyre [ligh-a].  A lyre is half way between a harp, which is big, and a guitar, which can easily be carried around.  Whereas a harp had between 10 and 20 strings, a lyre had between 3 and about 10 strings.  It is quite likely that David also had a harp at home.  King Saul would also have had a harp in his royal palace or home.

David was an outstanding musician.  He was the greatest musician that ancient Israel produced, and Israel produced a lot of excellent musicians when David was older.  Just about half of all the Psalms in the Bible were songs written by David.  It is a very strange thing that even Jews, or Christians, who do not really believe in God, still love some of David’s poetry and songs.  The most popular, and most comforting, of all David’s music is Psalm 23:  “The Lord is my Shepherd, so I’ll be alright.”

4His order to Jesse:  David was doing a very useful job for his dad.  He was shepherding his dad’s sheep.  But the king’s order was more important.  Jesse and David did as they were told.

We must remember that David was young enough to be Saul’s grandson.  David was not yet 20.  Saul was about 60.

16:20-23  DAVID IS A HELP TO KING SAUL

Jesse did as the king had ordered.  He got one of his donkeys and loaded it with loaves of bread and 1a skin of wine.  With it he also sent 2a young goat from his flock of goats.  This was a present fit for a king.  Jesse sent this gift with his son to Saul.  It showed clearly that 3Jesse and David were loyal to their king.

David arrived at Saul’s home and worked for him.  Saul liked David very much.  He liked him so much that he became 4the king’s armour-bearer, the young officer who was responsible for looking after the king’s armour and weapons for fighting.

Saul then sent a message to Jesse.  He asked him:  Please allow David to stay and work for me, because 5he is very useful to me.  

So, what now happened was that whenever the spirit of discouragement, sent from God, would come upon Saul, David would fetch his harp.  He would then play it with the wonderful skill he had in his hands.  The lovely music would be such a relief for Saul.  He would feel much better, and the spirit of depression would leave him.

1a skin of wine:  In those days people did not have bottles.  They carried things like wine or milk or water in leather bags made, usually, out of goat skins.  These were easier to carry around than jugs made out of clay.  A wineskin full of wine was always a very good gift for anyone to get.  Even a drink from a wineskin of water, in that dry country, would be most welcome.  Wine would be a real treat.

2a young goat:  A goat would make the 15 kilometre walk from Bethlehem to Gibeah better than a young sheep would.  

3Jesse and David were loyal to their king:  This point about loyalty is very important.  For over ten years God used David to show loyalty to King Saul.  Right from the beginning David and his dad were loyal to their king.  No matter what Saul did that was wrong, and no matter how badly he treated David, David was always loyal to him.  God used David’s loyalty to show us how loyal we should be at all times.  We should be loyal, above all, to the Lord.  We should be loyal to our parents.  We should be loyal to our teachers.  We should be loyal to our seniors and leaders, to our ministers and to those who govern us.  Heaven is going to be full of loyal people.  There will be no disloyal people there.

4the king’s armour-bearer:  To be the king’s armour-bearer was a very special honour for anyone.  He would immediately be made an officer in the army.  He would be highly respected by everyone in the army.  His job was to see to it that all the king’s fighting equipment was in good order, and was always there when the king needed it.  The armour-bearer would also fight with the king, as his bodyguard.  The armour-bearer would have a team of soldiers to look after and repair and carry the king’s armour into battle.  This would also include the king’s tent and clothes and food and any other camping equipment.  This team of soldiers would make it possible for the king, and his assistant the armour-bearer, to move around more easily during the battle, so that the king could make plans and give orders to the army.  The armour-bearer would be in charge of seeing to it that the king had everything he needed, and that he got it when he wanted it.  Today the armour-bearer is called an “aid-de-camp.”  It’s a very important and useful job.

David now worked very closely with King Saul.  In this way, without Saul knowing it, God was beginning to train David to be a future king.

5he is very useful to me:  Here God is using David as an example to us all.  What God wants of us is that we become useful, useful to the Lord, and useful to other people.  God has given each one of us gifts and abilities so that we can be useful.  If we listen to him, as David did, we shall also get opportunities to do something very useful for God and for people.  This is what makes life great, and what makes us great too.

Chapter 17

17:1-3  THE PHILISTINES COME TO ATTACK THE ISRAELITES

1The Philistines decided to make war against the Israelites.  They collected an army and moved up to the foothills of Judah.  Their army set up camp between 2two Israelite towns where 3the foothills join the mountains of Judah.

Saul and the men of Israel also collected an army and set up their camp at a valley a couple of miles away from the Philistine army.  There they got their army ready to fight against the Philistine army.

So, the Philistines 4took a stand on the slopes of a hill on one side of the valley, and the Israelites took a stand on the slopes of the hill on the other side.  Between the two armies was the valley.

1The Philistines:  The Philistines were foreigners who arrived at the Gaza Strip over a hundred years before Saul’s time.  They settled on the plain next to the Mediterranean Sea.  They had been driven from their own lands by enemies from the north.  They were chased away from the islands between Turkiye and Greece, and especially from the large island of Crete.  They sailed down to Egypt to try to find a new home there, but the Egyptians sent their navy to attack them at sea.  A lot of people were killed, but the Philistines never made it to Egypt.  Instead, they turned towards Canaan and settled on the Gaza Strip.  The Israelites had never conquered the plains as far south as that.  

From then on, the Philistines were a problem for the Israelites.  The most famous fighter against the Philistines was Samson.  Samson eventually died fighting against them.  Samson lived probably just before the time of the prophet Samuel.  Samuel was an old man when Saul was a young man.  King Saul was quite old when David was a boy.

2two Israelite towns:  The one town was called Azekah [a’zeh-kah].  Azekah was a town surrounded by a number of smaller towns that were more or less all joined together into a loose, spread-out city.  Azekah became a famous town about 400 years later when the Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar attacked Judah.  The Babylonian army came from the north and had to march along the plains next to the Mediterranean Sea.  They then turned uphill to get to Jerusalem.  

Where the foothills join the mountains of Judah were two cities that put up a fight against the Babylonian army.  The one was Azekah, and the other was the very famous city of Lachish [la-chish, ch as in loch.]  Despite putting up a good fight, the Babylonian army conquered both these cities.  From there they marched uphill to Jerusalem and conquered it too, a few years after 600 BC.  

Lachish is about 15 miles (or about 25 kilometres) south of Azekah.  Azekah is about 20 miles from Jerusalem.  Lachish is also where the foothills start to become the mountains of Judah.  

Round about 700 BC, a hundred years earlier, the Assyrians had come marching along the plains, from the north.  They had also attacked Lachish and Azekah and defeated them.  But these towns learnt a lesson from their defeat.  So, when the Babylonians came a hundred years later, Azekah and Lachish put up a good fight that Jewish history was proud of.  But it was no use.  The Babylonians were too strong for them.  

When the Assyrians attacked, they were unable to conquer Jerusalem.  When the Babylonians attacked, they destroyed Jerusalem.  

But now it was the Philistines who were trying to attack the Israelites at the same place, 300 years before the Assyrian army came.  The Philistines came from the area of Gaza.  The two armies were about 2 miles from the city of Azekah, to the south of the town.

3the foothills:  If one flew in an aeroplane from the Mediterranean Sea straight toward the east, one would see the land beneath changing a lot.  

First, there are the level plains at the coast.  This is where the Philistines lived.  Today this is called the Gaza Strip.  It is flat land.

Next, the land starts to rise into the foothills.  This was the area where the Philistine country bordered on the country of Judah.  The foothills were called the Shephelah [sh’fel-lah].  The Shephelah was called the low country by the Israelites who lived mainly up in the mountains above it.  The Shephelah overlooks the Gaza Strip and runs to the north right up to where it looks out over Tel-Aviv, or Joppa (as it was in those days.)

From Azekah and Lachish the mountainous region of Judah rises up.  It is very rugged mountain side.  At the top of the mountain ridge is Jerusalem, and also Bethlehem a few miles to the south.  Then the mountains plunge steeply down to the Jordan valley, which is flat.  At the south end of the winding Jordan River is the Dead Sea.  The Dead Sea is the lowest place in the world where people live.  It is over 1,200 feet below the level of the Mediterranean Sea.  

From there the land rises steeply to form a high plain.  This was the Trans-Jordan, where three tribes lived: the tribes of Reuben and Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh.  Today this is part of the country of Jordan.

4took a stand on the slopes of a hill:  Soldiers find it easier to fight if they are on higher ground.  One can throw a spear further if one throws it downhill, than if one tries to throw it uphill.  The same applies to shooting an arrow.  It is easier to charge downhill than to try to rush at the enemy uphill.  

So both sides got themselves on higher ground.  It was the Philistines who were attacking the Israelites.  The Israelites were defending their country.  But once both sides were on higher ground they did not want to move.  The reason for this was that both sides were of equal strength.  The Philistines could only hope to win the battle if they could fight downhill.  The Israelites could only hope to win if the Philistines tried to attack them uphill.  So the battle became a stalemate.  Neither side would move off the high ground, so no fighting happened.  They just stared at each other across the valley, which separated them.  

At the bottom of the valley was a wadi, a dry river bed.  The two military camps were about two or nearly three miles apart, but when the armies took up their positions to fight, they were much closer to each other.  They could shout at each other.

17:4-7  THE GIANT GOLIATH

Out of the Philistine camp came a man.  He came down the hill to the no-man’s space between the two armies.  The man’s name was Goliath [gaw-ligh-ith].  He came from the town of 1Gath [gat], which was just a few miles away.  He was 2a huge man, over nine feet tall.

He had a helmet 3made of bronze on his head.  His armour was 4a coat of scales made out of bronze that was so heavy that no boy would be able to lift it up.  It would take a very strong man to lift it up off the ground.

He wore bronze shin pads from his ankles up to just below his knees.  He had 5a javelin tied to his back.

His spear was massive, like a large wooden pole.  It was too heavy for an ordinary person to carry.  The tip of the spear was 6made of iron.  The tip itself weighed so much that it would be difficult for a boy to lift up.  On top of that, he had a young man with him 7who was carrying his shield.  The shield was tall enough to cover the whole body of a man.

1Gath [gat]:  Gath was one of the five major cities of the Philistines.  It was about 40 to 50 kilometres, or 30 miles, to the north of the city of Gaza, which was also one of the five major towns.  Gath was about 5 miles away from Azekah, toward the sea.  The two armies formed up opposite each other near Azekah.

Some years later Saul became David’s enemy and tried to catch him and kill him.  David had to run away and hide.  One of the places he went to was Gath.  He asked the king of Gath for permission to live there so that Saul could not get to him.  But the Philistines were suspicious of David because he had fought against them so many times and killed so many of them.  So David pretended to the king that he had now become mad.  He was no longer a great soldier.  He was just a harmless idiot.  David acted so well that the Philistine king of Gath believed him and let him stay there for a while.  With the Philistines, David was safe from King Saul.

2a huge man:  Goliath was so tall that in an ordinary house his head would nearly touch the ceiling (which is usually 10 feet, or over three metres, high.  Goliath was enormous.  He was three metres tall.  Today a tall man is two metres high, which is about six foot six inches.

Archaeologists, who are experts on ancient times, have found some very old graves.  In them were the bones of people who lived at about the same time as Goliath.  Some of their bones were just about as big as Goliath was.

In the Guinness Book of records, the tallest man was just one inch shorter than nine feet tall.  His name was Robert Wadlow, who lived in America.  He died in 1940, in his early twenties.  The big difference between Wadlow and Goliath is that Wadlow struggled to live.  He walked around with a walking stick.  Goliath was not only huge, but very powerful and fighting fit.

3made of bronze:  Goliath lived at a time that is roughly known as the Bronze Age.  Long before that was the Stone Age, when people made tools from stones and even weapons for war.  Then people like the Greeks started to work with copper, to make tools and other useful things.  The problem with copper was that it was soft, too soft for hard work.  It was also too soft to make weapons.  A sword or a spear point would just bend if it struck a hard shield.  

But then bronze was discovered.  If one mixed 20% of tin with 80% of copper, it would form a very hard metal.  Goliath wore a bronze helmet and bronze pads over his shins.  This meant that it was no use trying to cut or stab his head or neck, nor to try to hit his shins hard.  For fighting soldiers their weakest points were their heads, their necks or their shins. Their shields protected the rest of their body.

4a coat of scales:  Goliath’s armour was made of little metal scales sewn onto what was possibly a leather coat.  The scales were like fish scales, and overlapped one another.  Like a fish, the coat meant that the body underneath it could move around.  A coat of scales allows for freedom of movement and so is flexible.  However, all those overlapping scales made the coat very heavy, especially since it was such a huge coat.

Goliath was very well protected.  It would be very difficult to fight against him.  In fact, it would be just about impossible.  The fact that it looked as if it was hopelessly impossible for anyone to fight with Goliath, filled all the Israelite soldiers with great fear.
5a javelin:  A javelin is lighter than a spear and is usually used for throwing.  A spear is heavier and is usually used for stabbing.  A javelin could be thrown further than a spear.  A spear has a metal point or head, while a javelin has just a sharp end at the front.

Goliath had a javelin to throw at a distance, a very heavy spear to stab or throw at anyone who got closer, and then a massive sword to fight with.  It is no wonder that no one wanted to fight with him.

6made of iron:  In Goliath’s time the Iron Age was just starting.  A nation that began using iron was the Hittites.  This made them a powerful people in ancient times.  There were many Hittites living in Canaan at the time when the Israelites arrived there after the exodus from Egypt.  Before that time the Hittites had been the strongest nation in the Middle East with a great empire.  But at the time of Joshua, the great Hittite empire was crumbling and getter weaker.  The Israelites had to fight some of the Hittites to take over the Promised Land.

But when the Philistines arrived in the Gaza area, they took the secret of how to make iron from the Hittites.  This meant that the Philistines had iron farming implements and tools like axes.  Then, of course, they also had iron weapons of war.  This gave the Philistines a big advantage over the Israelites, both in farming and in fighting.  The Israelites did not have iron in Samuel or Saul’s time.

7who was carrying his shield:  The shield was very big.  It would cover a large part of Goliath’s body.  But it was one thing too many for Goliath to carry as he went to fight.  So the man carrying his shield would stay near him, so that if he needed the shield he could quickly get it.

17:8-11  GOLIATH CHALLENGES THE ISRAELITES

Goliath took a stand and shouted across 1the wadi [wah-dee] to the rows or ranks of Israelite soldiers on the other side.  He challenged them:  What do you think you are doing?  Why have you come out like this to get ready to fight a battle?  Look, I’m just a single Philistine soldier, and you are supposed to be Saul’s officers.  I challenge you to choose a good fighter, and he can come and take me on.  

2I’ll make a deal with you:  If he can fight me and defeat me, then we shall become your slaves.  But if I can kill him, then you become our slaves and work for us and do as we say.  

Then the Philistine said:  I dare you, you bunch of cowards!  I challenge the whole lot of you Israelites.  I’ll fight any of you.  I’m ready for you, now, today!  Just give me one of your fighters, anyone, and let the two of us fight it out!

When Saul and all the soldiers heard this challenge from the Philistine, they were devastated.  They were absolutely dead-scared!

1the wadi [wah-dee]:  On both sides of the mountain range that runs through Israel were river beds or stream beds.  When there was rain or snow on the mountains, the rivers and streams used to flow, and even flood.  But in the dry seasons these river or stream beds were completely dry.  They were known as wadis.  

The mountain range ran from south to north, roughly from Hebron, past Bethlehem and Jerusalem, right up to Samaria.  The wadis ran down the east side to the Dead Sea and the Jordan River that ran from the Sea of Galilee in the north, and into the Dead Sea in the south.  The wadis also ran down the west side of the mountain range to the Mediterranean Sea.  Goliath was now shouting across one of these wadis.

2I’ll make a deal with you:  Of course, Goliath did not mean what he said.  Nor did the Israelites believe him.  What Goliath was doing was trying to scare and shame the Israelites.  He wanted to embarrass and confuse them until they lost the courage to fight.  He was also provoking them.  Maybe someone would get so angry that he would forget his fear and come and try to fight against the giant.  It would then be easy for Goliath to kill him, and win the war.
The problem for both armies was that the enemy was just too strong for them to attack.  The other side was also in a good position up a hill.  The Philistines were trying to invade the Israelite country and attack the Israelite army.  The Israelite army was defending their country.  The situation was what we call a stale-mate:  neither side was strong enough to attack the other.  

What the Philistines needed was to find a way to weaken the Israelite army.  The method they used was to get Goliath to challenge the Israelites and insult them.  He was doing this in order to weaken their determination to fight, to break down their morale, their spirit.  People like to fight when they know they are going to win, but they hate fighting if they think they are going to be beaten.  As the Israelites listened to the giant on the other side of the wadi, they had no answer.  They did not know what to do.  They felt ashamed, weak and hopeless.  They began to lose their confidence and their strength.  If they could not find an answer, they would get weaker and weaker.  The Philistines would wait for the Israelites’ nerve to fail, and then attack.

17:12-16  THE BOY DAVID

Sometimes the Bible likes to tell us a little bit about people when it is going to tell us what they did and what happened.

David was the son of a gentleman of 1Ephratah.  This man was from 2Bethlehem in Judah.  His name was 3Jesse.  He had eight sons, and in Saul’s time he was a senior and important man.

Three of his sons went off under Saul’s command to war against the Philistines.  The names of the three sons who went off to war were 4Eliab [eh-lee-av], the eldest, and 5Abinadab [ah’vinna-dav], the second son , and 6Shammah [shah-mah], the third son .

7David was the youngest son, and it was just the three older brothers who went off with Saul.

But 8David was also busy.  He would go off to Saul from time to time, and then come back to look after his father’s sheep at Bethlehem.

Goliath the Philistine kept coming to the front of the army to shout at the Israelites.  He took his stand there 9early every morning.  He would do this again 10late every afternoon.  He kept doing this 11for forty days, twice a day, to upset and scare the Israelite army.

1Ephratah [eff-ra-tah]:  Ephratah was the area around where the town of Bethlehem was.  The people who lived and farmed in the area of Ephratah were proud of their region.  They did so well in their farming that they named their town Bethlehem, which means the place that produces plenty of food.

Boaz, the husband of Ruth, used to farm in Ephratah, near Bethlehem, about a hundred years before David’s time.

2Bethlehem in Judah:  Bethlehem [beth-lee-hem] in Hebrew is Bet-lechem [ch as in loch.]  “Bet” means a house, and “lechem” means bread.  So Bethlehem means the House of Bread.  Today we would call it the country’s bread basket, the farms that produce our food.

When the Messiah came, a thousand years later, he called himself “The Bread of Life.”  That means that he can produce eternal life for us and for the world. 

 Guess where Jesus was born – yes, it was in Bet-lechem, or what we call Bethlehem.  

(In some languages the people cannot say “th”, so they say “beth” as a hard “t”: “bett”.)

By the way, there was another Bethlehem in Israel.  It was a small town far away to the north, in Galilee.

Judah was the strongest tribe in Israel.  The country of the tribe of Judah stretched from the town that would later become Jerusalem, right down to the Negev Desert [negev] in the south.  Today we know that as the Sinai Desert.

Judah was Jacob’s fourth son.  Jacob had twelve sons whose descendents became the twelve tribes of Israel.  Israel was the new name that God gave to Jacob.  Israel [yis-ra-el] means “a soldier or general of God, God’s General.”  (El means God.)  In those ancient days a general could also be called a prince.  Judah [y’ hoo-dah in Hebrew] means “praised”, that is to say, The Lord be praised!  

In the early days, when Jacob and his sons were alive, Judah became the leader of the brothers.  His tribe also became the biggest tribe, way back in the time of Moses.

It was the country belonging to the tribe of Judah that the Philistines were now attacking.

3Jesse [jessie]:  Jesse was the grandson of Ruth and Boaz.  Ruth was Jesse’s granny when he was a boy.

Jesse became an important person in Ephratah.  His family had farmed in that area since Joshua had led the Israelites to conquer and settle that region.  He came from a respected family: his great grandfather Salmon [sal-mawn] was the leader of the tribe of Judah when they conquered Canaan.  Now Jesse had eight grown-up sons.  On top of that his three eldest boys were serving their country as soldiers.  Jesse was highly respected.  Even more than that, his youngest son was a musical genius who sometimes played music for the king.

4Eliab [elee-av]:  “Eli” means “my God” and “ab” or “av” means father.  Eliab means My Father God.  There are six men in the Old Testament who are called Eliav.  This Eliav was David’s big brother.

5Abinadab [avi-na-dav in Hebrew]:  Abi, or Avi in Hebrew, means “My Father.”  “Nadab” or “Nadav” was what the Israelites called “a Free-Will Offering.”  On top of the offerings and sacrifices that they had to make to God to get his forgiveness, or to give him thanks, there was also this freewill offering.  At any time any worshipper could bring an extra gift to God.  This extra present was to show God how much that person liked God.  So Nadav means, “I like you, I think you are great.”  Avinadav therefore means, My Father (is) Great!

6Shammah:  We don’t really know what Shammah means in Hebrew.  Many Israelites had names that had meanings, but there were also some names that did not.  Both Jesse and Shammah were just nice names.  There were lots of other men in the Old Testament who had names very similar to the name Shammah.  This kind of name was popular.

7David was the youngest:  The name David [dah-vid or dah-veed in Hebrew] means “loved.”  David was loved because he was the youngest son, but he was also loved by God at a very early age.  The amazing thing about David is that though he became so great, no one else in the Bible is called David.  So David was very, very special.  He was unique, the only one.  In that way he was like the Messiah, who was born from David’s family a thousand years later.

8David was also busy:  David was too young to be a soldier.  As a matter of fact, David was a born soldier.  So he would quite possibly have wanted to be a soldier.  But Jesse allowed only his three oldest sons to go to war.  They would be the big heroes in the family, and in the area or district of Bethlehem.  

The next four sons were possibly needed for farming.  In times of war farming is very important, because the soldiers and the people needed food.  David also had work to do on the farm.  He had to look after his dad’s sheep.  At the same time, he was needed by Saul from time to time.  Walking from his farm to where Saul was, about ten miles away (or fifteen kilometres,) and then going straight back home again, would have kept David fit.

9early every morning:  It was very discouraging for the Israelites to start a day like this.  All soldiers want to fight.  They want to defend their country.  They want to chase the enemy away from their towns and farms.  Instead, they were frustrated.  They were confused.  They didn’t know what to do.  They felt helpless and hopeless, and spent the day feeling somewhat ashamed of themselves.  That was exactly what the Philistines wanted.  People who are depressed and demoralised do not fight well.  Normally soldiers who are protecting their families and homes fight very well indeed.

10late every afternoon:  Goliath would come back again as the sun was setting.  He knew very well that no one would come out to challenge him when the night was so close.  But evening was the time that soldiers would have their supper.  That was the time when they would talk to one another before going to sleep.  The only thing they could talk about was how bad things looked for them.  When people have nothing to talk about except bad news, they get themselves very upset and unhappy.  They do a lot of complaining, criticising and feeling sorry for themselves.  The result is that they go to sleep with bitterness and uncertainty and fear in their hearts.  All this sort of thing weakens soldiers.  It will weaken anyone.

11for forty days:  Forty days is an important sort of time in the Bible.  When something happened for 40 days it was something really important!
-The rain in Noah's flood lasted 40 days.  This showed mankind that God is able to destroy the world.  Only one family who listened to God were saved.

-Moses was with the Lord on top of Mount Sinai (sigh-nigh) for 40 days.  In this way God gave the whole of mankind his commandments to show us how to live.

-The men Moses sent to inspect the land of Canaan took 40 days to spy out the country.  They found that the land that God promised them was ideal.  It was tremendous.  But that generation failed to obey God and so all of them lost it, except two men who obeyed God.

- Goliath challenged the Israelites for 40 days to find a soldier who could fight against him.  


[More about this just now.]

-Elijah travelled through the desert for 40 days to get away from the wicked queen Jezebel and king Ahab.  By this God showed that wickedness will always be at war with godliness, and that the Lord will help the godly when the wicked get very angry with them.

-Jonah warned the evil city of Nineveh that they had 40 days to repent or else God would destroy them.  When God’s own people were sinning and would not listen to him, God’s warnings caused a whole city that was very sinful and powerful, to listen to him and stop sinning.  As a result, they were NOT destroyed, despite all the bad things they had done.

-Jesus was tempted by the devil in the desert for 40 days after he was baptised.  When Jesus came to do God’s work in our world, the very first job he had was to show us that he would not listen to the devil - no matter what.  The very first thing Jesus did was to fight temptation and overcome sin.

- Jesus rose from the dead and then appeared to his followers for 40 days to prove that he was really alive.  The very last thing Jesus did before going back to heaven was to conquer 

death.  He spent 40 days proving to his disciples that he had really destroyed the power of death.  He did this to bring the hope of eternal life to all the people of the world.

-Now Goliath challenged the Israelites for 40 days to find a soldier who could fight against him.  What God would show his people is that when they are exhausted and discouraged, and feel helpless and hopeless, that he is able to solve all their problems and get rid of all their worries.  The Lord can do this in amazing and unexpected ways.  The Lord is a God of real miracles.  He even uses people to produce miracles.

All these are the really important lessons God wants us to learn in life.  God is there.  We must listen to him, because he is there for us.  The most important thing in life is to stop being stupid, and to listen to God.  

Listen to him and trust him.

Listen to him and love him.

Listen to him and obey him.

God will then help you, and get you to heaven.  You CANNOT make it on your own!

There is one very interesting thing about this paragraph.  It shows us that although it was David who saved the Israelite army from despair and danger, the person who made this all possible was his dad.  David’s father loved his sons and his people so much that he sent his best son to them, even though this was a risky thing to do.  David was not the sort of boy to stay far away from danger and trouble.

A thousand years later God the Father would send his only perfect Son into the world because he loved us.  He did this so that if anyone believed in God’s Son, that person would receive forgiveness for sins and get to heaven and live there forever.  God’s Son would do for us what David did for Israel on that day in the valley of Elah.  The reason why Jesus did this for us was because his Father sent him to us.  
God the Father loves us.
17:17-19  JESSE SENDS DAVID TO VISIT THE ARMY

Then 1something completely different happened.  Jesse said to his son David:  Please take some food to your brothers.  I want you to take 2a big sack of roasted grain, as well as these ten loaves of bread.  3Hurry up!  Get this to your brothers at the army camp. 

I also want you to take these 4ten good chunks of cheese to the senior commander of the force.  You must find out if things are going well with your brothers.  You must also find out if there is anything else they need.

At this time King Saul and Jesse’s sons and all the soldiers of Israel were 5at the valley of Elah [e-lah] where they were fighting against the Philistines.

1something completely different happened:  No one knew, and no one could possibly imagine, that when Jesse asked David to visit his brothers, God was going to solve the problem of Goliath.  That would also solve the problem of the Philistine army that had invaded Judah.  Jesse never thought of that.  David did not think such a thing.  King Saul had no idea of how to deal with the Philistines, nor did he have any idea that God was about to send the answer to his problems.  The Israelite soldiers could not have imagined that such an amazing solution would come from God.  Jesse’s sons were just as troubled as the other soldiers.  Nobody had a clue about what God was about to do.  But when Jesse got worried about how his three sons were doing in the war, that was the start of God’s plan to get Israel out of the mess of the Philistines’ attack on their country.

2a big sack of roasted grain:  The sack of grain would weigh about 25 kilograms (or about 60 pounds).  This would provide Jesse’s sons with something to eat for quite a long time.  The grain was already cooked, so it would be easy and quick for them to get something to eat when they needed it.  Obviously, David would have to load that heavy sack onto a donkey.

3Hurry up!  In times of war, everyone has to “hurry, hurry, hurry up!”  But Jesse did not know that Goliath was reaching the fortieth day of his disturbing challenges to the Israelite army.  The reason why Jesse wanted David to hurry was just because he was worried about his sons, and wanted to know how they were getting on.  Parents hate it when their sons have to go to war.  They hate every day of it.  Jesse had reached the point where he could not just wait any longer without any news.  God caused Jesse to decide to do something at the same time that the Philistines were getting ready to charge at the Israelites who were near to just giving up.

4ten good chunks of cheese to the senior commander:  Cheese is a good kind of food.  It has a lot of fat in it, which gives one a lot of strength that lasts for a long time.  Cheese keeps well, and lasts a long time without going bad.  Meat goes bad quickly.  Bread and cheese is a quick, easy, tasty and satisfying meal for a soldier out in the field.  

The senior commander would be the best person to see that the cheese was shared out properly.  A gift like this from a farmer would be encouraging for the army.  Food, enough food, and good food, is most important to soldiers at war.  It was also good for the soldiers to know that the people they were defending from the enemy were supporting them.  The senior commander would be able to tell the soldiers this.  That was good for morale, for their fighting spirit.

5at the valley:  This was the valley of Elah [el-ah] that was up the wadi from the Judean town of Azekah.  The Philistines had come right into the country of the Israelites.  This place was about 20 kilometres from Bethlehem.  David had a long journey to walk just to get there, a walk that would have tired many people.  On top of that he had to get his donkey to go as fast as it could, which would not have been easy.  All the time he would be remembering his dad’s order to hurry up.  All this would have been very tiring for the boy.  But fortunately he was fit.

The Valley of Elah [el-ah] is named after the elah tree.  It is a common tree in Palestine, and is rather like an oak tree in that it is a tough tree that lives for many years.  So the trees that were there in David’s time would still be there many, many generations later.  What David did that day made the elah trees of the Elah Valley famous for a long, long time.  It seems possible that an elah tree that began to grow when David was visited the Elah Valley might live until the time when Christ was born, which would be about a thousand years. 

Elah is short for El Yah, which is short for El Yahweh, the name for the Lord (Yahweh) God (El.)] 

17:20-24  DAVID HEARS GOLIATH SHOUT

1David got up very early in the morning.  He had asked someone he could trust to look after the sheep while he was away.  He loaded up the food for his brothers, and off he went, 2to do what his father Jesse had told him to do.  When he got to the base camp the army was going out to line up on the hill opposite the Philistine army.  The officers and leaders were doing 3a lot of shouting to get the soldiers ready for battle.

Israel and the Philistines formed up in lines opposite one another, ready to fight.

David left the goods he had brought in the care of the officer who looked after the army’s supplies.  4He then ran off to where the soldiers had lined up.  When he got there, he asked for his brothers and went to wish them well.  David had come 5to support and encourage his brothers, for his dad.

David was busy talking to his brothers when they were suddenly interrupted.  In the no-man’s land between the two armies came the Philistine champion.  6He began climbing up the hill towards the Israelite army.  The Philistine’s name was Goliath.  He came from the town of Gath, and now came forward from the Philistine 7battle-lines.  8Once again he shouted out these words that he had kept on mocking the Israelites with.  But this time, unknown to Goliath, David heard him.

All the soldiers of Israel backed off when they saw this great man.  They retreated as he came towards them because they were terrified of him.

1David got up very early:  David had a long way to go.  It was about twenty kilometres (well over 10 miles.)  

2to do what his father Jesse had told him:  David listened to his dad, and did what his dad told him to do.  This was one important reason why David was able to do such a great thing that day.  God wants us to obey our parents.  God will then support us if we do as he says.  Whatever David did that day, he obeyed his father’s instructions completely.

3a lot of shouting to get the soldiers ready for battle:  The big problem that the officers had that day was that the soldiers did not want to fight.  They were too scared.  To get a lot of men to do what they don’t want to do takes a lot of hard shouting.  Soldiers are trained to obey orders, even if they are scared, and even if they don’t like the order.  The louder and faster the orders are shouted by angry leaders, the more quickly soldiers will do as they are told.

4He then ran:  David got so excited when he got to the soldiers’ camp that he forgot his tiredness.  He had come a long way early in the morning.  He forgot his tiredness, but in his excitement he did not forget to do a single thing that his father had told him to do.  David was just a boy, but he was reliable.  That’s why, one day, he would become a great man and make a first-class leader.  Greatness begins with reliability.

5to support and encourage:  The Hebrew word “shalom” [sha-lawm] is used here.  Shalom is used to wish someone well.  Shalom means that we care about people.  Shalom shows that we have goodwill towards someone.  David brought shalom to his brothers from his dad.

6He began climbing up the hill:  By now, instead of just shouting at the Israelites across the wadi, Goliath had become so bold that he crossed over the wadi.  He then began to climb up the slope towards the Israelite soldiers.  There was no longer the safety of the wadi between the Israelites and this enormous, frightening giant.  This terrified the whole Israelite army.
7battle-lines:  For people who love the Bible, this word is a problem.  In the Hebrew “battle-lines” is one word.  But in this case, it is spelt wrongly.  It would be like seeing the word “battle” in English spelt as “battl” or as “batle”.  Long, long ago everyone knew that this word is wrongly spelt.  So why has it not been corrected?

The Bible is a very special book.  It is most important that no one ever changes anything in the Bible.  The word Bible means The Truth.  The Holy Bible means God’s Precious Truth.

That is why the Hebrew experts or scholars decided that no one must ever change anything in the Bible.  This became a rule that must never, never be broken, out of respect for God.  But the problem is that the Bible is thousands of years old.  This part of the Bible, 1 Samuel, is three thousand years old.  For 3 000 years faithful people have been copying the Bible, because the pages get old and worn out after many years.  And over 3 000 years scholars make mistakes, however hard they try not to.  So, what the scholars decided to do was to leave even the mistakes unchanged, so that nothing, nothing whatsoever, is fiddled with or tampered with.  When they saw a mistake like this, they copied it just as it was, but wrote the correct word down right at the bottom of the page.  So the correct word is in the margin, and not in the sentence of the Bible.

In this way we can see how careful people are to look after the Bible and its truth.  People have believed that the Bible came from God.  God got good and holy people to write the Bible just the way he wanted it written for us.  That’s why no good believer dares to change anything in the Bible, not even the smallest detail.  We can translate it into our own language, but we must not change anything in the Hebrew of the Old Testament or the Greek of the New Testament.  The Bible is the truth of God.  People make mistakes, even in copying, especially over hundreds and hundreds of years.  But God made not one single mistake when he got his faithful servants to write out the Bible.  They wrote it exactly the way he trained them, and taught them, and commanded them to write it.  Even if people made a mistake, God did not.  So we can trust the Bible, and thus learn to trust God.

8Once again he shouted out these words:  When Goliath shouted these words this time, he did not know that he was shouting out his own death sentence.  For well over a month he had been getting away with insulting the Israelites.  To be mocked every day, twice a day, for that long is a long, long time for anyone.  But this time would be the last time he would shout like this.  God was about to strike him dead.  God waited for forty long, ugly days, and then organised for David to arrive at exactly the right time.

One of the great lessons in the Bible is that God allows bad people to do wicked things for a while, and sometimes for a long time.  But God knows when he is going to put a stop to it.  The day after this there would be no more insults, no more mocking, no more frustration and fear.  Instead, there would be lots of excitement, lots of happiness, lots of pride and singing: the Israelites would be praising their marvellous God.  

But of course, this morning, when Goliath once again roared his insulting challenge, nobody had any idea that God was about to perform an amazing miracle.  It would be a miracle that would be remembered by the world, and by children, for thousands of years.  It will never be forgotten!

17:25-27  DAVID HEARS ABOUT GOLIATH

An officer in the army of Israel made an announcement to the soldiers:  Do you see this warrior who is coming up towards us?  You can see that he is coming up to threaten and insult Israel, our country and people.  The king has decided to give a prize to the brave soldier who can defeat him and get rid of him.  The king will make him 1a very rich man.  The king will also allow that soldier 2to marry his daughter and become part of the royal family.  The king will also give him the right that 3his father does NOT have to pay any taxes to the government of Israel.

David heard the announcement, and turned to some men who were standing near him, to ask them to explain to him what had just been said.  David said:  What will be done for the person who kills this horrible Philistine man?  What will happen to the soldier who gets rid of this nasty man that is making such fools of Israel?  Who does 4this disgusting Philistine think he is?  How dare he mock and humiliate the army that belongs to the true and real God?

The men he spoke to told David what this announcement had been about.  They explained 5the reward and honours that would be given to the hero who could defeat the giant.

1a very rich man:  When someone becomes a soldier, he takes on a job that is tough and dangerous.  As a result, the army will always look after him and see that he has what he needs.  He will get food and clothes and somewhere to stay, and pocket money and be able to have some fun.  What he will really enjoy is two things: the one is having some real friends, true mates.  The other, if he works well, is to get promotion and become someone important.  But he will never become rich.  He will never be able to have the benefits and luxuries that rich people enjoy.  So, if someone tells a soldier that if he can win just one fight, he will be made a very rich man – well, he is going to listen to that.  He will be interested, that’s for sure!

2to marry his daughter:  In those days kings were very important and very powerful people.  Such a king could more or less do as he liked.  His family were also very highly privileged.  They were looked up to by everyone, and could enjoy lots of perks that other people could only dream about.  To belong to the royal family meant that you would be well looked after for the rest of your life.  You would always be a successful person.  To a soldier who lived a hard, tough, dangerous life, this would be an amazing and wonderful prize.

3his father does NOT have to pay any taxes:  A soldier’s job is a very important one in any country.  Soldiers are there to defend their country from enemies who would otherwise do tremendous harm to the nation.  That is why any family who had a son who joined the army would feel proud that their boy was doing something useful for the people.  In times of war, many soldiers became heroes.  When this happened, the family would be filled with pride.  That kind of pride is worth far more to ordinary people than becoming rich.  To be very proud of someone you love deeply is one of the greatest things that can happen in someone’s life.

Now just imagine if a soldier-boy could come home on leave, and say, “Dad, I’ve done something for you.  I had to fight our enemy, and I won!  And as a result, it has been announced by the king that you no longer have to pay any more taxes for the rest of your life!  Wouldn’t that soldier be his family’s greatest hero for the rest of his life?  Paying taxes to the government makes life hard for many people.  Life would become easier for that family if they were not forced, like everyone else, to give away quite a lot of their earnings as taxes.  The government uses taxes to pay for such things as an army, which is very expensive, especially in times of war.

4this disgusting Philistine:  We now see a sign of God at work in this problem of Goliath.  It is the timing.  David arrived just as Goliath shouted his insults at the army of Israel.  After listening for 40 days the Israelite soldiers were frustrated, confused and scared.  If the giant came towards them the whole army moved backwards.  

But David had not been there for those 40 days.  By now, when Goliath knew that the Israelite army was scared of him, he had become more and more arrogant, and more and more rude.  So to David this shouting was not scary.  Instead, it was ugly and rude.  We have only a little bit of what the Philistine said, but David heard it all.  Goliath was insulting the army and he was insulting God.  

One of the big problems we have as Christians is that we get afraid when big people or important people say things that we know are wrong or bad.  When powerful people do what we know is offensive to God, we get nervous.  David did not!  He got angry.  He felt that this was wrong and it must be tackled.  It must be stopped.  Goliath really got David’s back up.  The giant warrior was behaving in a way that was mean and foul.  That is why David called him “a disgraceful Philistine.”  In the Hebrew language David said that that man was “an uncircumcised Philistine [un-sir-kum-sized].”  And David was not prepared to put up with what he was doing.  David loved God and Israel too much to tolerate such horrible mocking of the things he believed in.

5the reward and honours that would be given:  Now there is something else we must think about.  When people make wonderful promises like the army officer did for the king, things don’t really turn out the way they say.  There are problems.  First, these were not so much promises to the soldiers as what we call propaganda for the soldiers.  The army leaders and the king wanted to find someone who could fight Goliath.  They would say anything and promise anything to get someone to tackle this terrible giant, this awful threat.  Of course, a soldier who could get rid of Goliath would be a hero, and would get some sort of reward.  But once someone had got rid of this huge problem, the king and his leaders would not be too keen to keep their side of the bargain.  It is quite likely that they would start to make excuses or raise problems and complications.  We must always watch out for this sort of thing in life.  

The other thing is that even if such a soldier got everything that was promised, he would still have many problems in life.  No king or army leaders could make sure that someone could “live happily ever after,” however well they honoured or rewarded him.  

But the main point in this story is that no matter what the king promised, all his soldiers were too scared of Goliath to take him on.  Money and promotion and good luck and even kingly promises cannot guarantee success in life.

17:28-30  ELIAB REBUKES DAVID

David’s 1big brother Eliab [e-lee-av] heard David talking to the men.  This made Eliab cross with his young brother David, and he rebuked him.  Eliab said:  Why have you come down here?  You are just getting up to mischief!  Who did you leave those few sheep with out there in the desert?  You can’t be trusted even with a small responsibility!  I know you – you are nothing but a nuisance!  You are too big for your boots!  You just want to brag.  You’re a silly boy!  Your problem is that you are sly: the real reason you have come here is just to watch the fighting.

But David was not going to be bullied.  He said:  What harm have I now done?  What trouble have I caused?  Everyone is talking about that announcement.

Then David turned away from Eliab and went to someone else to check on the announcement that had been made.  David asked the same question, and the men gave him the same answer as the one he had heard before.  David now knew for sure what the king had said.

1big brother Eliab:  [eli-av in Hebrew.]  “Eli” is Hebrew for “My God” (El is God,) and “av” or “abba” is Father or Dad.  

Eliav was Jesse’s oldest son, and the senior boy of the eight brothers.  He was used to being the leader.  He was not a bad man, but, like all the soldiers, he was upset by Goliath.  When his baby brother started to talk to soldiers about fighting Goliath, he just lost his temper.  Eliav also did not want David to get into any sort of trouble.  He hoped that by getting cross with David it would cause David to go back home.  Eliav was a big man who was much older than David, and he was also a soldier.  It was not easy for David to be rebuked by Eliav like that.

It often happens that when God is going to do some great thing that he lets people make the problem we face even worse.  When God wants us to do something for him, he often allows people to make things more difficult for us.  Sometimes the person making things harder is not an enemy but someone on one’s own side, like a friend or a relative or someone one works with.

But David would not allow himself to be bullied or intimidated.  David knew that what Eliav said was simply NOT TRUE.  David had not just left his sheep in the desert without anyone to care for them.  David had come because his dad had told him to find out how his brothers were, and bring back news about what was going on.  David was not just getting up to mischief.  He had done nothing wrong.  What Eliav had said was not fair!  David’s conscience was clear.  So he stood his ground, and he stood up to his big brother.  Instead of being scared of Eliav David was now even more determined to find out exactly what was going on.  

On top of that, David was very upset and angry about Goliath’s insults to Israel and God.  Once he knew what the king wanted, and what the king had promised, David wanted to fight Goliath himself.  He actually spoke to the soldiers about that.  And that, of course, is what made Eliav furious.  His younger brother David could easily get into very big trouble if he talked with the soldiers in this way.  
But David not only wanted to get rid of the disgraceful Philistine and his rudeness.  David was also excited about the possibility of saving his dad from having to pay taxes for the rest of his life. David had two good reasons for thinking about going to fight Goliath.

17:31-32  DAVID IS TAKEN TO KING SAUL

The soldiers heard what David was talking about, that he would go and fight Goliath.  1They told Saul about this, and Saul sent for David.  

David said to Saul:  Sir, don’t let anyone go to pieces or just give up.  I’ll go and fight this godless Philistine, please, Sir!

1They told Saul about this:  This is amazing!  Here comes a young boy from a farm and says he will fight the giant that no soldier dares to take on.  One would not expect them to take David seriously.

The first thing to realise is that we were not there.  We do not have the problem that those soldiers had.  For 40 days they had been mocked and taunted and embarrassed and humiliated, and could do nothing about it.  Their spirits and morale were at a very low point.  Here comes a fresh young man (even though he is really just a boy) and he has got something they have not got.  He has got spirit, and courage, and clear ideas.  When he speaks, he says exactly what all the soldiers feel deep down inside.  Someone must get rid of that disgusting giant!  This ugly trouble cannot just go on.  The soldiers believe in God, and here is a horrible heathen mocking them and they cannot face up to him.  Young David says that he will!  When he speaks his eyes and face and the way he talks shows that he means what he says.  The soldiers cannot help talking about this positive young fellow who has come to visit them.  Soon they even talk to Saul about him.

King Saul is in big trouble.  He is the commander of this army.  He is responsible for them.  He is also responsible for the fact that his army is doing nothing, and cannot do anything.  The leader is the person who is supposed to find answers to problems.  Saul cannot do that, even though he is an exceptionally tall man, and a proven good soldier.  But now he is at his wits’ end.  He is suffering deeply.  He is facing failure.  His whole army is unhappy.  When he hears about David, the only thing he can think of doing is at least to listen to the young boy.  King Saul does not know what else he can possibly do.  He is desperate!

When David meets King Saul, he does not talk about the prizes that Saul promised the army.  He talks to Saul about the problem that Saul is facing.  Saul wants to get rid of Goliath.  David concentrates on that.  He’s a wise boy!

In all this God is beginning to show us how he works when we have great problems.  God is also beginning to show us how he is going to use the Messiah when he comes into the world.  The way God works in many people’s lives, at some time or other, is like this:

First, God lets our problems go on and on until we just cannot take it anymore.  He leaves us to struggle until we are desperate.  If it does not happen to us, it happens to someone we know and care about.  These problems have no solutions.  This gets us down.

Then God sends us his help, his wonderful help that completely solves our worst problems.  

In the same sort of way the Messiah is going to come into our lives to save us from what we face and cannot cope with.  We get discouraged and depressed.  Even God does not seem interested in our problem, nor does he seem able to help.  But the Messiah comes with good news.  He has a totally different view of God.  He comes to do God’s will.  He comes to help us and to save us.  He also comes to put God’s Spirit into us.  God’s Spirit and God’s help is what we need when life gets too hard for us.  What God wants is that we do not give up when we have trouble and weakness.

17:33-37  DAVID AND THE LION AND THE BEAR

Saul told David:  You cannot go to this Philistine to fight him.  You are just a boy, and he has been a soldier and a warrior since he was young.  He is an expert at fighting.

But David answered Saul by saying:  Sir, I also have some experience in fighting.  While I was looking after the sheep for my father, 1a lion came.  Another time 1a bear also came.  Each time it carried off a sheep from the flock.

So I chased off after it.  I hit it so hard that 2it dropped the sheep, so I saved it from out of the mouth of the beast.  3Then the beast turned on me.  I grabbed hold of the hair under its jaw and attacked it and killed it.

Sir, I killed both the lion and the bear.  And that is what is going to happen to that disgusting Philistine.  He is going to get the same treatment as those two animals.  I’m going to kill him because he has mocked and provoked the army that belongs to God.  He has insulted the living God.  4I cannot allow that!
What could Saul now say?  David now tried to convince him.  He said:  What we must do now is to trust the Lord!  It is the Lord who saved me from 5the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear.  So he shall also save me from the paw of this Philistine monster.  Please let me go and fight him!  Then 6Saul gave in to David’s request.  He said:  Alright, go!  And may the Lord be with you.

1a lion came, a bear also came:  When the lion and the bear raided David’s flock, he had no idea that God was training him to take on a fight with Goliath one day in the future.  Now he could see clearly that the way God had saved him from the lion and the bear was preparing him to have the boldness to have a go at the giant Philistine soldier.

When we have problems, we often do not realise that God is preparing us and training us to cope with even bigger problems in the future.  God uses us to tackle difficult problems.  That is one important way that we, and others, will know that God is real, and that he is there for us.

2it dropped the sheep, so I saved it:  David risked his life to save that sheep.  It would have been safer if he had just let the lion or the bear take one sheep and go, and leave the others alone.  But there were two important reasons why David did not just let those two beasts take a sheep.  Once a beast of prey knows that it can get an easy meal that it does not have to hunt for, and chase, it will come back again – and again and again.  Here we see clearly why sheep need a shepherd.  Sheep are completely helpless out in the wild.  This teaches us that people need a Saviour.  We are helpless in the face of death.  One day we are all going to die.  We shall need a Saviour to save us from fear and death, and to raise us from the dead and get us to heaven.  We cannot do such things for ourselves.

But the main reason why David attacked those two dangerous animals was because God had a purpose.  God was going to use David to show his people what the Messiah would be like when he came.  The Messiah would come to look after and save God’s sheep, God’s children, God’s people.  The Messiah would not just risk his life for his sheep, but give up and sacrifice his life for us.  God would give his Messiah the power to overcome sin and the world, as well as to conquer death and the devil.  God would be with his Messiah to use him to save us in the same sort of way that God used David to save his father’s sheep.

3Then the beast turned on me:  This is the amazing part of what happened those two times.  It would have been easier for David to attack the beast while it had the sheep in its mouth.  But he did not do that.  The first thing David did was to get the wild beast to drop the sheep.  That meant that those dangerous animals were now free to face David and concentrate on him.  David put himself in serious danger when he saved those two sheep.  

It is very clear that God did two things when both the lion and the bear turned their attention on to David.  God gave David a special, superhuman power and ability.  God also weakened or handicapped the brutes David attacked in some way.  They should have been able to kill David quite easily.

When we face a problem God is able to help us in the same sort of way.  He can give us his Spirit to be able to do things that we normally cannot do.  He is also able to make the problem less big or less difficult than it seems to be to begin with.

4I cannot allow that:  One of the difficult things about being a Christian is that God wants us to stand up against what is bad.  God wants us to stand up for him.  God wants us to have courage and loyalty.  This is a part of being a Christian.  David is an example for us, a role-model.  As Christians we must also remember that Jesus, the Messiah, had tremendous courage, and was marvellously loyal to God.  We are called to follow him.

5the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear:  A lion uses its paw to trap its prey and hold it down while it kills it.  But the paw of a bear is more dangerous.  A bear can use its paw to kill an animal.  A bear has been known to crush the skull of a horse by hitting it with its paw.  How God saved David from being trapped by the paw of the lion and then from being hit a fatal blow to the head or body by the paw of the bear, is an absolute miracle.

David now says that he knows that God is going to save him in the same way “from the paw of the Philistine.”  By that he means that he is comparing Goliath to a dangerous beast.  Goliath’s “paw” means whatever power and skill the giant soldier has with which to fight.  What is crystal clear is that David is not scared of Goliath.  Nor would the Messiah be scared of death.  Nor should Christians be scared of anyone.  If we stand up for God we shall have God’s support.

6Saul gave in to David’s request:  Saul was the tallest man in the army.  But he lets a boy go and fight with this giant who has frightened his whole army.  The reason for that is that God is with the boy, and not with the tallest man who is the leader of the army.

17:38-40  SAUL TRIES TO HELP DAVID

1Saul now tried to help David.  He gave David 2his own army clothes that soldiers wore.  He gave him 3a strong helmet made of bronze to wear on his head.  He also put 4a coat of armour on him for protection for his body.  

David then fastened a belt that held a sword around his army clothes.  He now looked like a real soldier!  But the moment he tried to walk around in this fighting kit, he knew it was no use to him.  He had never experienced wearing all this equipment before.  He wasn’t used to it.  David said to Saul:  No, Sir, I can’t go to fight with all this because I have never tried to use it before.  So 5David took the whole lot off.  It was of no use to him at all.

Instead, David just took 6his staff in his hand.  Then he chose for himself five smooth stones from the wadi.  He put them in his bag that he carried when shepherding the sheep.  He put the stones in the side pouch of the bag where he could easily get at them.  He also took 7his sling in his hand, and off he went straight toward the Philistine.

1Saul now tried to help David:  Saul could have been feeling guilty.  Here was Saul, the tallest man in the army, and the commander of the army.  But he was not doing anything about Goliath, except making promises to anyone who would tackle the giant.  Now here comes this boy who is just a shepherd and who offers to fight the giant.  Saul tried to argue David out of doing that, but David was determined.  So now Saul did everything he could to give David what he needed to go and fight in front of both armies.

2his own army clothes:  When King Saul gave David his own military clothes that his own assistants used, that automatically made David look like an officer in the army, not just an ordinary soldier.  That was supposed to make David look good and feel good and proud.

3a strong helmet made of bronze:  There were very few of these helmets.  So it would be a special honour as well as a special protection for David to wear it.

4a coat of armour:  This armour was made up of small pieces of metal, rather like large coins, tied together so that they overlapped one another.  This meant that the whole coat of armour was moveable or flexible as well as providing protection against a sword or spear or arrow.  One could move around in the coat when one had to fight.  The armour was not stiff and solid.  Of course, the problem even for flexible armour was that it was very, very heavy.  One had to be strong to wear such armour, and very strong to fight in it.  But it was the best kind of protection there was in those days, and for hundreds of years to come.

5David took the whole lot off:  This is a very important part of the whole story of David and Goliath.  It is actually about David and King Saul.  You would expect a boy from the countryside to do everything a king told him to do.  But David was strong enough in his character to think for himself.  When he realised that what Saul was giving him would be no use to him, he had the courage in his soul, the moral courage, to refuse what he was given.  He disagreed with the king, and rejected his offer of kit with which to fight.  David was able to make up his own mind.  

Once we believe in God and obey God he gives us this kind of inner strength.  When we truly admire God and listen to him, we find the courage to make up our own mind.  We are able to see where other people are wrong, and disagree with them.  We become able to do what we know is right, and do what is best instead of just doing what others want.

6his staff:  A staff was a strong stick or light pole.  People carried one with them when they walked long distances.  They carried them for protection.  They could use the staff to poke or to hit anything or anyone that threatened them.  Sometimes even soldiers might use a staff in a battle if they did not have a better weapon.  There is quite an art to fighting with a staff.  Someone trained to use a staff would be very difficult for someone else to fight.  

David had always used a staff to look after and protect his sheep.  He had used a staff against the lion and the bear to get them to drop the sheep they were carrying in their mouth.

However, a staff is not much use against such things as armour, a spear, a sword and a shield and a helmet.  But what David was relying on was that he would be able to move around much more quickly than Goliath could.  The giant would be wearing all that heavy armour.  David would be more mobile.  It would be hard for Goliath to get hold of him.

7his sling:  This was David’s main weapon.  The sling was a little piece of leather, with two thick strings or cords tied to each side of it.  One would put a stone in the leather piece, swirl it around until it was moving at a very fast speed, and then let go of one of the cords.  That stone would fly a great distance through the air.  Anything in its way would be hit extremely hard.  

17:41-44  GOLIATH MEETS DAVID

When Goliath the Philistine saw David in the distance come forward from the Israelite army, he started walking toward him.  At last an Israelite was coming!  Then Goliath got closer to David and could see him more clearly.  Goliath also had a man with him carrying his huge shield for him.

Once Goliath got closer and could see properly, he stared at David and hated him because he was just a boy.  Goliath wanted to fight a man.  He felt humiliated.  What annoyed him even more was that David had 1rosy cheeks and was so good looking.

The Philistine snarled at David:  Do you think I’m a dog or something that you come to me with sticks?  The Philistine swore at David, cursing him by 2his god.

The Philistine then shouted at David:  Come here, boy!  Come to me and I will feed your body 3to the vultures and the hyenas. 

1rosy cheeks:  The Hebrew word is “red” or “reddish.”  This could be translated in different ways.  It could mean that David had red hair; he was a red-head.  Or it could mean that his face or cheeks were red.  It could also mean that his face was “reddish brown”, which might even mean that he was sun-tanned.  Whatever “reddish” or “ruddy” means, David was very good looking.  He looked more like a handsome school-boy than a soldier.  Goliath took an immediate dislike to him.  Goliath felt insulted by David and his good looks, and hated him.  Goliath wanted to fight a man, not a pip-squeak of a boy.  David’s face was very boyish looking.

This gives us an idea of how the Messiah would be hated a thousand years later.  The religious leaders took an instant dislike to him.  They hated Jesus because he was so popular among the people.  They resented him because of the miracles he performed and because his teaching was of such a high standard.  People listened to him with interest and pleasure.  They also despised him because he was so young and did not have the training they had.  Jesus was a little over 30 years old, whereas the religious leaders were usually between 40 and 70 years old.

2his god:  The Philistines god was called Dagon [day-gon].  They lived by the sea, and imagined Dagon to be half fish and half man.  The front part was a man with a big beard, and the lower part was the body and tail of a great fish.  He was a merman instead of a mermaid.  

The name Dagon actually means “grain” or corn or crops.  The Philistines believed that if they showed respect to this merman Dagon, that their crops would grow better and produce more food.

The one real effect that worshiping Dagon did have was to make the Philistines hate the Israelites.  So the Philistines kept on invading Israel’s country up in the hills and mountains.  They wanted to get control over the Israelites.  This of course caused the Israelites to hate the Philistines whenever the Philistines attacked them.  These problems between the two nations continued for many years and for generations.

3to the vultures and the hyenas:  The actual Hebrew words are, “to the birds of the air and the beasts of the land.”  When there was a war, the side that won would often not bury their dead enemies, but just leave their bodies to be gorged or devoured by scavenging creatures.  In this way they would insult their defeated enemy.  Nothing could be worse for the mothers of those dead soldiers than that their sons’ bodies were savagely torn apart and gobbled up by wild creatures.  How would David’s mom and dad feel if the Philistine giant did to David what he threatened to do to him?

17:45-47  DAVID FIGHTS GOLIATH

David shouted to the Philistine:  You are coming to fight me with a sword and with the spear and with a javelin.  But I am coming to fight you with 1the confidence I have in the authority and support of the Lord of the armies of heaven.  He is the God of the army of Israel, whom you are challenging and mocking.  

Today the Lord will hand you over into my hands.  Then I shall attack and kill you, and remove your head from your body.  I shall destroy the Philistine army today and give their bodies to the vultures and hyenas.  Then the whole land shall know that Israel has a God.

On top of that everyone who has assembled here will understand that 2the Lord does not need swords or spears to save anyone.  Everyone shall see that the result of the battle depends on the Lord, for he will give you people into our hands.

1the confidence I have:  The confidence of David in the Lord is astonishing!  He not only said that he would defeat Goliath but that he would defeat the whole Philistine army!  He not only said that he would do all this, but he did do it!  His great confidence in God gave him great confidence for the fight.

2the Lord does not need swords or spears to save:  Here David says something very important about God.  This is something that most people do not understand about God at all.  The Lord does not need us to be strong or powerful or successful or rich.  In fact, he prefers it if we are weak, if we cannot defend ourselves, if we have failed and if we are poor and needy.  That is when God can show how great and good he is, by supporting us and using us.  Then everyone will know that we do not succeed because we are better than others.  They will understand that we succeed because we trust God and rely on him.  It is God who succeeds.  It is God who answers our prayers.  It is God who gets us out of trouble.  We don’t help God; God helps us.

We can see this more clearly if we look more closely at Goliath’s weapons.

When the Philistines came to settle in the Gaza Strip, they brought with them the discovery of iron.  They had learnt how to find iron and melt it and turn it into weapons and farming tools or implements.  They had learnt this from the great Hittite nation who had discovered iron in the time of the Judges of Israel, from the time of Joshua to the time of Samuel.  This was known in history as the Iron Age.  The Philistines made sure that the Israelites did not get the secret of how to make iron.  This meant that the Philistines were richer and stronger than the Israelites.  With iron ploughs and tools, the Philistines could farm better than the Israelites.  With iron weapons the Philistines could fight better than the Israelites.  In the flat lands of Gaza, the Philistines had iron chariots so the Israelites could not hope to attack them there.

But God kept reminding the Israelites that they had a super-strength that the Philistines did not have.  The Israelites had the greater advantage of having God’s leadership and support.  While they obeyed God and trusted God, the Lord would fight for them against the Philistines.  This was something that David firmly believed in.

When the Messiah came, he would bring exactly the same message.  There is nothing in this world as important and helpful as God is.  God’s power is always much greater than man’s.  God is stronger than all the nations put together.  God is wiser than anyone on earth or in history.  God alone has the answers to all our problems.

With God’s help the Messiah would overcome sin, which no nation has ever been able to do.  With God’s help the Messiah would destroy death, which all the nations in history have never been able to achieve.  Jesus had even more confidence in God than David had, and he said to all people who believe in him:  

Do not worry about anything.  I have overcome the whole world.
(The last verse of John 16.)

17:48-51  DAVID DEFEATS GOLIATH

What happened now was that the Philistine went into action when he spotted David.  He came forward to get closer to David to attack him.  But that did not scare David.  With great courage he was moving even faster 1up toward the Philistine army to get at the giant Philistine.

Then David reached with his hand into his bag and took a stone out of it.  With his sling he hurled it and 2hit the Philistine right on his forehead [pronounced: forrid].  The stone crashed through his skull and sank into his brain.  He fell flat on his face onto the ground.

That’s how David won a victory and triumphed over the Philistine with just his sling and with a single stone.  David struck down the Philistine and killed him.  David did this without even having a sword in his hand.

Then David ran up and stood over the Philistine lying on the ground.  He grabbed hold of Goliath’s sword and drew it out of its scabbard.  David then 3finished him off by cutting off his head with his own huge sword.  When the Philistines saw that their great champion warrior was dead, they panicked.  They ran for their lives.  

1up toward the Philistine army to get at the giant Philistine:  As one follows this great and classic story it seems that this time Goliath was still on the other side of the wadi.  David got his stones from the wadi and then crossed it and moved quickly up towards the giant and the whole Philistine army.  It was a move that was tremendously brave of him.  What amazing courage!

What would David’s mother and his father have felt if they had been there to watch him?  The Israelite soldiers, and especially the officers, must have watched this with horror.  They would have feared that David was most likely going to get himself killed.  But nobody could move.  No one could stop David going into such great danger.  The Philistine army must have watched with astonishment.  They would have liked to see Goliath destroy that young fellow who dared to challenge him.

This astonishing, spectacular courage of David gives us a clue as to how brave the Messiah would be.  For Jesus to know that he would be crucified, and then go to Jerusalem to be arrested, was an act of extraordinary bravery and courage.  To face the ghastly pain of hours nailed helplessly, dying, to a cross, without running away was staggering and stunning.  All his disciples ran away because they did not want to get arrested.  Peter, who was a close friend of Jesus and a very brave man, tried to fight to stop Jesus being arrested.  It did not work, so Peter then also ran away, like the others.  

Jesus volunteered to be crucified, to do God’s will.

2hit the Philistine right on his forehead [pronounced: forrid]:  The big mistake that Goliath made was that he got so annoyed with David, a boy with a stick coming to provoke or tease him.  He was in no mood to be made a fool of by this useless chicken.  As a result of losing his temper he forgot all about his shield.  Goliath’s shield would have saved him from David’s sling if he had just thought to use it.

David must have spent thousands of hours practising with his sling.  But the fact that he was able to hit Goliath’s forehead, which is a very small target, with just his first stone, shows that God was helping him.  Goliath wore a metal helmet, so David had to be extra accurate to hit the one small spot that could kill the giant in all his armour.  What is especially amazing, even miraculous, was David’s utter confidence that God would enable him to kill this giant of a warrior.  David was confident from the beginning, and so confident that he went quickly towards the lumbering giant.

The confidence of the Messiah would be even more amazing.  Whenever Jesus spoke about the fact that he was going to be killed, he would say that he was going to be raised from the dead within three days.  

Of course, nobody believed him.

Nevertheless, Jesus was confident that God would raise him up from the grave after he had died.  Most people cannot believe that this really happened.  Jesus knew, without any doubt, that it would happen.  And it did!  This is astounding!

3finished him off:  This Hebrew word is a bit different from the word “to kill.”  David killed Goliath with the stone from his sling.  But the way this Hebrew word is used here means that he was definitely and thoroughly killed and got rid of.  

Everyone watching at a distance did not know that Goliath was dead.  So David ran over to prove to everyone that the giant was indeed dead.  By cutting off his head and holding it up both the Israelites in the distance and the Philistine soldiers who were nearer, could now see that Goliath was done away with.  He was finished, gone, got rid of.  That was now clear to everyone.

When the Messiah died a thousand years later, he destroyed the power of sin for all people who believe in him and repent of their sins.  He wiped out past sins, and gave us God’s Holy Spirit to help us live without sin controlling us.  He also defeated death.  All God’s people are also going to be resurrected from the dead.  

The important thing is that Jesus proved that he was alive after having been dead from that Friday to that Sunday.  He proved it in many ways, to many people.  Instead of his friends mourning his death, they celebrated his victory and triumph over death.

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is the main reason why God expects all people to believe that Jesus is God’s Son and our Saviour.

17:52-54  THE VICTORY OF THE ISRAELITES

The men of Israel and Judah suddenly sprang into action.  They gave a great shout of excitement, and with that they chased the Philistines who were fleeing back to their own country.  They followed them down the valley to where the valley ended on the plains.  They chased the Philistines all the way 1up to their town of Ekron [ek-ron].  All along the road to Gath [gat] as well as to Ekron there were dead bodies of the Philistines, right up to the gates of the towns.

When the Israelites got back from shattering the Philistine army, they helped themselves to everything in the camp that the Philistines had left behind.  2They plundered everything that had belonged to the soldiers of their enemies.

3David kept the head of Goliath the Philistine with him.  He kept it until 4he brought it to Jerusalem which he conquered years later.  He also kept Goliath’s weapons with him wherever he lived.

The moment that David held up Goliath’s head so that everyone, Philistines and Israelites, could see that Goliath the champion was dead, two things happened straight away.  In a moment the spirit and the morale of the Philistine army collapsed.  All their ideas and plans were shattered.  Great fear rose up in their hearts and total confusion in their minds.  And at the same time the spirit and morale of the Israelite army was filled with joy and confidence.  It all happened in a flash.

This is also what is going to happen at the end of the world when Jesus comes back.  All the people who have opposed God and disobeyed him are going to collapse in confusion and fear.  Until then it will look as though they are in control and have got the upper hand.  But in an instant they will be crushed and defeated.  Until then God’s people will struggle with bad news, disappointments, struggles and suffering.  Lots will happen to discourage them.  But in a flash all that will change.  Suddenly, in a flash, the great King will come from heaven into the world, to take over the world.  In that moment all their suffering and heartache will be forgotten.  It will be replaced by excitement and joy, victory and celebration.  It will be a wonderful end to all the hardships they have been through.

1up to their town of Ekron [ek-ron]:  Gath [gat] and Ekron were two of the main Philistine towns in the Gaza Strip.  (Gaza was a third town.)  We are not sure exactly where Gath was, but it was about five to ten kilometres toward the sea from where David killed Goliath.  Goliath came from Gath.  Ekron was about ten kilometres to the north of Gath.  So the Israelite troops chased the fleeing Philistines for nearly 20 kilometres, right back into their own country.  Both Gath and Ekron were surrounded by high, strong walls, with gates.  The Philistines who survived were not safe until they got behind those gates and closed them and locked them.

The Philistines had tried to attack the country of the Israelites.  Now they were driven right back into their own country.  God had once again saved his people from their enemies.

2They plundered everything:  When the Philistine army fled, they left behind the camp they had been living in for over a month.  It contained their army equipment and their personal belongings.  The Israelite soldiers now helped themselves to everything.

The life of a soldier was tough and dangerous.  There were two things that made up for the difficulties that they had to put up with in doing their work.  The first was to win a battle.  Soldiers loved achieving a victory over their enemies.  Nothing could make them happier.  To conquer was a thrilling and glorious achievement.  

The other thing that rewarded soldiers for their hardships was to confiscate or take over whatever had belonged to their enemies when they defeated them.  In those days this was an important way of paying soldiers a bonus for all their very hard and very dangerous work.  Soldiers would also fight harder if they knew that they could get what belonged to their enemies if they could beat them.

3David kept the head of Goliath:  The defeat of Goliath was a stunning achievement.  It is probably the most famous military victory in history.  It was a high-light in David’s life.  David would never forget that God had helped him to win this fight against Goliath and the whole Philistine army.  To help him remember this glorious event David kept Goliath’s head as a trophy, in the same way that hunters used to keep the heads of wild animals they had shot.  Times were going to come when David would go through very hard struggles.  Goliath’s head would always encourage him to keep on trusting God to save him.

David had only a small part of the Bible to inspire him to look to God when he needed him.  David’s Bible was the first five books of Moses, from Genesis to Deuteronomy 

[dew-t’ron-a’mee].  He would also have had writings about Joshua and the Judges, and the story of his great grandmother Ruth.  But the book of 1 Samuel was not written yet.  Nor, of course, was the rest of the Bible.  So Goliath’s head would be a reminder of everything that had happened that day.  It would be an inspiration to him to keep on trusting God and to keep on being faithful to him.

David kept not only Goliath’s head but also Goliath’s massive weapons.  They would always remind him that God is more powerful than man’s strength and force.  It is God we must rely on and trust, not man’s champions or any of his powers.

4he brought it to Jerusalem:  When David fought Goliath Jerusalem was a foreign city called Jebus [je-boos].  Joshua and his armies conquered it when they conquered the land for the tribe of Judah.  But soon the Jebusites won the city back again.  For many years the Jebusites lived in their walled city on top of the mountain.  They knew that they were safe from the Israelites.

Years later when David became the king of Judah, the Jebusites were still there in Jebus city.  But when David became king of all Israel years later, he wanted his capital city to be in Jebus.  The Jebusites told him to get lost, and mocked him and the people of Judah.  But David’s soldiers found a way to defeat them, and Jebus city became known as Mount Zion, and then Jerusalem.  Mount Zion was the place where Abraham had been willing to offer up his only son Isaac in obedience to God.  Mount Zion is where David’s son Solomon would build God’s temple.  “Salem” means the same as Shalom.  It means peace.

The writer of 1 Samuel tells us that David kept Goliath’s head as a trophy for years until he could set up his capital in Jerusalem.  It would be in Jerusalem that Jesus Christ would achieve the even greater victory of rising from the dead.  What David left for his people, in other words his legacy, was the hope that God will help us to overcome even our biggest problems.  What Jesus has left for all God’s people, his legacy, is that God will raise us all from the dead – every one of us.  David and Jesus give us such very good reasons to put our trust in God.

17:55-58  WHO IS DAVID’S FATHER?

As Saul was watching David going out to tackle the Philistine, he spoke to 1General Abner [ab-ner OR av-ner in Hebrew] who was the Commander of the Israelite army.  Saul said:  Whose son is that soldier-boy, Avner?  Avner replied:  With all respect, Sir, I cannot help you.  I have no idea.

Then the king said:  Well, see to it that you go and find out!  I want to know whose son this young man is.

So when David came back from having killed the Philistine Avner himself met David and took him to meet Saul.  David still had the head of the Philistine in his hand.  He was making sure that he kept it, because he had defeated the Philistine.

So Saul asked him:  Whose son are you, soldier-boy?  David answered:  I am the son of your obedient servant 2Jesse from Bethlehem.

1General Abner [ab-ner OR av-ner in Hebrew]:  Abner was King Saul’s cousin.  Saul’s dad and Abner’s dad were brothers.  Abner’s dad was Saul’s uncle.  King Saul appointed his cousin Abner to be the Commander-in-Chief of the army of Israel.

In Hebrew Ab [pronounced av] means father or dad (abba), and Ner means a lamp or light.  So when Avner was born he was given a name that meant something like “Daddy’s little light.”

In later years when David became king, he appointed his nephew Joab [joh-ab OR yaw-av] to be Commander-in-Chief of the army of Israel.  For the first seven years David was king of Judah only, while one of Saul’s sons was king of the rest of Israel.  During that time General Avner was the real leader of Israel since he had a much stronger personality than Saul’s son, and was much older than him.  But eventually Saul’s son had an argument with Abner, which got Avner angry and bitter.  So he decided to go to David and to offer him the crown of the whole of Israel.  That was the end of Saul’s son’s rule.  Thanks to Abner David became king of Israel.

Years later David and his nephew General Joab also had an angry argument.  As a result, David appointed General Avner in charge of the army of Israel in the place of General Joab.  But Joab got his own back when he found a sly chance to kill Abner.  He then got his job back as Commander-in-Chief of the army of Israel.  David, although he was king, was not powerful enough to get rid of his nephew by sacking him.  Joab’s mother was David’s sister.  Joab was also very popular with the army, especially the soldiers of Judah.

2Jesse from Bethlehem:  Back in chapter 16, Saul had ordered Jesse to send David to play the harp for him.  Remember chapter 16:18-19  SOMEONE KNOWS ABOUT DAVID?  So there are people who ask, why did Saul not know who was David’s dad in chapter 17 when he knew who was David’s dad in chapter 16?  But it is not difficult to guess why Saul did not remember who David’s dad was when David went out to fight Goliath.  Saul liked David’s music, but was not really interested in David or his family.

Jesse was an important man in Bethlehem.  He was a wealthy man.  The name Jesse might mean “wealthy.”  But outside of Bethlehem and outside of Judah, Jesse was not well known.  In fact, outside of Judah people had no respect for him.  In later years there were times when the politics in Israel, north of Judah, turned against David.  The Israelites in the north spoke about him with contempt:  “Oh, he’s just the son of Jesse!”  He’s really just a ‘nobody’.  He does not deserve to be king.  He does not deserve our loyalty.  They believed that God had appointed Saul and his son as king, not David.  What they ignored was that Saul disobeyed God while David loved and obeyed God.  David was a man after God’s own heart.  God gave up on Saul because of his disobedience, but God loved and supported David.  This fight with Goliath was the clear sign of that.

The big question in the New Testament is:  Who was the father of Jesus?  Who would be the Messiah’s father?  We know from Mary that Joseph was not Jesus’ real or biological father.  Nor was any other man the father of Jesus.  Joseph adopted Jesus as his son, and looked after him when he was a child.  Jesus was Joseph’s step-son.

It was also said that Jesus was the son of David.  This was because the Bible prophesied that the Messiah would be a descendent of David.  But Jesus himself pointed out:  How can you call the Messiah the son of David when David called the Messiah his Lord and Master?  A father is more important than his son, not less important than his son, especially if the father is the king.

What many people did not want to admit is that God is the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ.  People do not want to worship and honour Jesus as God’s Son.  If he is God’s Son then we must believe in him.  We must respect him and be loyal to him.  People don’t want to do that, just as Saul did not care very much about David.  He was not interested in him.
Chapter 18

18:1-4  JONATHAN’S FRIENDSHIP WITH DAVID

What happened when David finished talking with Saul was that Saul’s son Jonathan felt a great respect for David.  Jonathan liked David very much.  He felt a strong bonding with David, like two ropes tied together by a strong knot.  Jonathan now came to have a deep love for David, as if he were his own brother.  

At that time Saul chose David to work for him and kept David with him.  Saul would not allow him to go back home to his dad.  

So Jonathan made a deal or an arrangement with David.  They promised to be good friends.  Jonathan made this 1covenant with David because he loved him so much.  Jonathan loved him as much as he loved himself.  He cared for David even more than he cared for himself.  

Jonathan gave up wearing his splendid coat that showed that he was the king’s son.  He gave it to David.  2Jonathan was himself a great soldier.  He also gave David the clothes he used to wear in battle.  3Jonathan even gave David his sword.  He gave him his bow and arrows.  Jonathan also gave David his belt to hold the sword.

1covenant:  A covenant [kuv-a’nint] is very important in the Bible.  A covenant means forming a friendship, promising to be true and good to one another, and then keeping that promise always.

The way a covenant was made was to have a good meal together.  They would cut up and cook some meat and then enjoy it with each other.  The Hebrews would call that “cutting a covenant.”  With the meal they would make a promise to God that their covenant or friendship would last for life.

God has made or cut out a covenant with his people.  He has promised to look after us.  Our part in the covenant is to be faithful to him for life.  The covenant is that he will look after us forever if we are faithful to him, and we shall be faithful to him so that he will look after us.

Usually in a covenant one person would be more important than the other.  In this case Jonathan was the king’s first-born son.  Jonathan would become king when his father died.  David was just a farm-boy.  Jonathan was also much older than David, over ten years older.

In God’s covenant with us God, of course, is much, much more important than we are.  We also know that God will always be true to his word.  So the part of the covenant that we must watch carefully is this:  Are we loyal to God?  Shall we always be faithful to God?  If we don’t keep our promise to God, then the covenant will fail.  It will break down, and the fault will not be God’s.  It will be ours.  God cannot guarantee to go on looking after people who will not listen to him or keep their promises to him.

It is clear that Jonathan loved David.  What we must now watch for as we read the Bible is whether David kept his promise to Jonathan.  Would David go on respecting Jonathan as the king’s son whatever happened?  Would Jonathan go on supporting David as his friend whatever happened?  Lots of very difficult things were going to happen that would cause both Jonathan and David a lot of suffering.

In the same way we have to watch that we keep our faith in God whatever happens.  A lot of things are going to happen that will make life very difficult for us.  But whatever we suffer we must see to it that we keep our friendship with God good and strong, always.  If we do, God will keep his promises to look after us well.

2Jonathan was himself a great soldier:  In 1 Samuel 14 we read about the great victory that Jonathan won against the Philistines.  The Philistines had invaded the country of Israel.  They had even set up military outposts to act as policemen to keep control over the Israelites.  The Israelites, of course, hated this.  
One day Jonathan, with a helper, decided that he wanted to attack one of these Philistine outposts.  He wanted to see if he could kill a few Philistines and then escape.  He asked God for guidance.  The guidance that he got was to go ahead.  He and his helper climbed up a cliff that was under the Philistine outpost.  The two of them took the Philistines completely by surprise and killed about twenty of them.  What was important was that the Philistines at first thought that these two were just the beginning of a whole Israelite army coming out of nowhere.  The Philistines panicked.  In their panic they caused other outposts to panic.  The next thing was that the whole Philistine army that was based in Israel began to attack one another in utter confusion.  This caused everyone to run away, back to their own country.  The Israelite army knew nothing about what Jonathan had done.  But when they saw the Philistines running away and killing one another in the process, they got together and chased the Philistines right out of the mountains of Israel.  Jonathan became a great hero among the Israelite soldiers.

3Jonathan even gave David his sword:  The Israelite army did not have any swords.  This is hard to believe, but you can read about it at the end of chapter 13 of 1 Samuel.  The Philistines had learnt from the great Hittite nation how to mine iron and turn it into tools and weapons.  That was the start of what we call the Iron Age in history.  But by now the Hittite nation, that had been so powerful in Canaan, or Palestine, was now fading away and losing power and control in the Middle East.  The Philistines living in the Gaza Strip now took over the knowledge of how to get iron and how to use it.  When they conquered Israel, they would not allow any Israelites to make swords or spears.  The Israelites were allowed to buy iron tools and farming implements from the Philistines.  But they were not permitted to have any iron weapons.  The only two soldiers in the whole Israelite army who had iron swords were Saul and his son Jonathan.  The rest of the army had to fight without metal swords or spears. 

18:5-9  SAUL BECOMES SUSPICIOUS OF DAVID

Saul used to send David out with his army to fight 1the Philistines who were always a threat and danger to Israel.  Whenever David went out with the army he fought well.  He was a first-class soldier with an excellent understanding of how to fight the enemy.  So Saul promoted him to become a general in charge of the men in the army.  David became very popular with the whole army and even with Saul’s senior officers.  None of them were jealous that this young man was made a general.  They were just thankful that David was there to help them with the huge problem of keeping the Philistines out of Israel.

Then something happened one day when David arrived back from defeating the Philistines.  The girls and women came out from all the towns in Israel 2to welcome the soldiers.  They came to greet and praise Saul their king and to give thanks for the army’s victories over the Philistines.  They were celebrating with music and great happiness.

As they danced the girls sang a song they had made up.  It went like this:  “Saul has defeated many enemies, and David has defeated 3many, many enemies.”
This song infuriated Saul.  It irritated and annoyed him intensely.  Saul felt insulted and he became bitter.  The way he saw it was like this:  They give David all the credit.  They say that he has defeated more Philistines than I have, and that I have not defeated as many as David has.  The next thing that will happen is that 4David will want to become king in my place.  He will think that he’s more popular than I am.  He will suppose that he is a better leader than I am.  I am NOT going to allow this to happen!

From that day on Saul became jealous and suspicious of David.  He began to hate him.

1the Philistines who were always a threat:  During Saul’s life-time the Philistines were a tremendous problem and danger to the people of Israel.  The Philistines were wealthier and stronger than the Israelites.  The Philistines lived on the plains by the sea, which nowadays are called the Gaza Strip.  It lies between Egypt and Israel.  The Philistines knew how to make iron weapons, iron tools and iron farming implements.  The Israelites did not.  The Philistines were more modern, while the people of Israel were old fashioned.  God allowed things to be like this.  He wanted to teach his people to trust him more than rely on modern tools and weapons.

As a result of being better off than the Israelites, the Philistines were constantly attacking and invading Israel.  They were often successful.  They were even able, at times, to take control of parts of the mountains of Israel, especially in Judah.  They would not allow the Israelites to make iron weapons.  They would sell the Israelites some tools and farming implements such as ploughs.  But the Israelites had to pay high prices to get these instruments.  They also had to pay a lot of money to get them sharpened by the Philistines when they got blunt.  The Philistines made life difficult for the people of Israel.  Fighting would often break out.  Many Israelites were killed over the years.  The Philistines hated the Israelites, and the Israelites feared and hated the Philistines.

But there were four men whom God used to keep pushing the Philistines back to the Gaza Strip.  They were Samuel the prophet, Saul the king, Jonathan the king’s oldest son, and David.  Samuel was now very old.  He was retired.  Saul was the senior leader and commander in Israel.  Jonathan was well into his thirties, a great fighter and active soldier officer.  David was a young man in his early twenties.  Whenever Samuel or Saul or Jonathan or David won a battle against the Philistines, the people of Israel were thrilled.  It meant that for a while the Philistines would stay in the Gaza Strip and leave them alone.  Each victory was a tremendous relief for everyone in Israel.

2to welcome the soldiers:  Soldiers are very important to any country in times of war.  When any war ends in victory, both the soldiers and the whole country go wild with relief and excitement and happiness.  Lots of laughing and singing and dancing and kissing and hugging takes place in the streets.  People throw huge parties that go on for a whole day or two.  The highlight is when the soldier boys come home.  Everyone turns out to greet them and wave to them and clap and applaud them.  Everyone is super-excited.  The best part is when the girls and the wives, the mothers and the girl-friends rush forward to kiss and hug their heroes, and be hugged and kissed by them.  It is all so thrilling and deeply, deeply moving!

3many, many enemies:  This is where a very sad misunderstanding happened.  What the girls were doing was to greet the soldiers and especially the two great heroes: King Saul and General David.  When the women made up this song about Saul and David they meant to thank and praise Saul for having defeated many Philistines.  King Saul was actually a great soldier and a popular hero in Israel.  The girls greeted him with praise.  They greeted him as their hero.  But they also wanted to greet their new and much younger hero, General David.  What they meant was that since David had joined Saul, even more Philistines had been defeated.  David made Saul’s victories even greater.  They admired the fact that Saul had such a first-class general working under him.  The two of them together produced such amazing results.  The girls never meant to make Saul feel jealous or angry and bitter.

Unfortunately, Saul did not see things that way.  He just presumed that the women thought that David did better than he did.  There was also the problem of command of the army.  Saul was the Commander-in Chief who controlled the whole army.  David was a general who actually led the soldiers who did the fighting.  So David did kill more Philistines than Saul could.  Senior commanders do sometimes envy younger officers who do the actual fighting, when the battle is won.  On top of that David was indeed very popular.  He was popular with the soldiers, popular with the officers, popular with everyone and very popular with the girls.

4David will want to become king in my place.  When we become jealous of someone, or suspicious, we create a big problem for ourselves.  We start to think things that may not be true.  If we do not like someone, we watch out for any faults in that person.  We imagine nasty thoughts.  We look for things to criticise.  We decide that we know what that person is thinking or wanting.  We imagine what the person must be up to.  

But what if we are wrong?  What if that person is not doing any such thing?  Then we are sinning.  And our sin is going to cause a lot of trouble, first to others, and then finally, in a big way, for ourselves.

David now found himself in serious trouble.  Yet he had done nothing wrong.  In fact, he had done very well.  He had done his work outstandingly well.  Now, because the king had misunderstood the women, David was going to suffer greatly.  He would be in great danger for a long time, even though he was completely and utterly loyal to the king, to King Saul.  Saul, however, felt threatened by David.  And Saul was a powerful and dangerous man to have as one’s enemy.

A thousand years later the Messiah would have exactly the same problem as David had.  When he was a baby boy the king, who was known as King Herod the Great, got jealous of him.  He found out about little Jesus when the Wise Men from the east came to worship the child.  Herod ordered his soldiers to kill all the baby boys in Bethlehem so as to make certain that Jesus the Messiah would never become king.  The tragic fact was that Herod was already in his seventies at that time and had only about two more years to live.

When Jesus started his work as a young man, the religious leaders got jealous of him.  Jesus was far, far more popular with the people than their leaders were.  Jesus could do great miracles that the leaders, however religious or however senior, could not do.  People began to see that Jesus was a better and greater teacher than they were.  The religious leaders hated him.  Eventually they decided that they must get rid of him.  Jesus lived the last couple of years of his life in great danger, even though he had never done anything wrong.  He had never wronged or harmed anyone.

18:10-11  SAUL GETS ANGRY WITH DAVID

But something went wrong the next day.  An ugly mood suddenly came upon Saul.  It came 1from the Spirit of God.  Saul started 2to preach about God and about religion inside the house.  He got more and more excited and agitated and violent.  David was busy strumming away with his hand as he had been doing at other times.  But Saul was holding a spear in his hand.

Suddenly Saul hurled the spear towards David.  3What he wanted to do, and what he said to himself, was this:  I’ll pin this boy David to the wall!  But David managed to dodge away from him.  4This happened twice.

1from the Spirit of God:  Saul was a man who believed in God.  But he also disobeyed God.  This destroyed his friendship with God.  So God ended his friendship with Saul.  That resulted in Saul having times when he got very upset and depressed.  From time to time he would become unhappy and get into a bad mood.  When this happened, he would also get cross and unpleasant.  That was how the Spirit of God kept punishing him for his disobedience to God.  It was just like feeling guilty about something or having a bad conscience.  This was how God’s Spirit made Saul feel.

2to preach:  When people believe in God they sometimes like to talk about God and what they believe.  The fact that they don’t obey God does not stop them saying what they want to say about religion.  In Saul’s case, because he was the king, the people around him had to listen to what he had to say.  As he preached to them, he got himself worked up.  He began to sound and look threatening.  He got carried away by what he was saying.  The problem was that by preaching the way he did, he lost his temper.

3What he wanted to do:  Saul got angry and in a threatening mood.  The person who was irritating him was David, who was strumming away with his music.  This time, instead of being comforted and soothed by David’s playing, Saul was provoked by it.  He was suspicious of David.

What Saul tried to do was teach David a lesson.  He wanted to pin David to the wall so that he could come up close to him and glare at him and shout at him and threaten him and tell him to be careful and behave himself.  David had better not get any big ideas in his head.  He mustn’t get too big for his boots!  He will have to be very, very careful in future, or else he will be in terrible trouble.

It seems as though the wall was made of wood.  It also seems as though Saul was very accurate at throwing his spear.  Either that or he did not care whether David got hurt.

4This happened twice:  When something that is wrong happens, one can give the person who did it the benefit of the doubt.  Maybe he did not mean it.  Maybe it was just a mistake.  Don’t make an issue of it.  We all make mistakes and do the wrong thing sometimes.  

But when it happens twice then it is time to be more careful.  This means that it could be a problem.  We should now be on our guard against more of this sort of thing.  

18:12-16  SAUL’S PROBLEM WITH DAVID

King Saul was very worried about David.  This was because 1the Lord was with David and supported him, but 2the Lord had ended his friendship with Saul.
So Saul decided to send David away from him.  King Saul made David a senior officer and 3sent him off to the country’s border to work with the ordinary Israelite soldiers and people.  He was no longer someone important and special around the king’s house.

But wherever he went and whatever he did, 4David acted very wisely and was very successful because the Lord was with him.  

But then, when Saul found out that David was doing so well, deep bitterness and resentment stirred up inside him toward David.

But all Judah and Israel loved David.  They liked him because he was always leading them in the war against the Philistines.  David’s leadership was brilliant.

1the Lord was with David:  God caused things to go right for David.  David kept on winning fights with the Philistines.  There is nothing that soldiers like more than to win battles.  The people were the same.  David became a hero.

2the Lord had ended his friendship with Saul:  All sorts of things kept going wrong for King Saul.  It is actually very difficult to be a king who is in charge of everything, and leader of the whole country.  There are so many things that do go wrong and that can go wrong.  People get very frustrated and depressed when lots of things keep on going wrong.  It was also no use for Saul to pray to God about those problems.  God was not listening to him and would not help him.

3sent him off to the country’s border:  This is what rulers have always done throughout history.  When someone who works for them does exceptionally well and becomes exceptionally popular, they send him off to some place far away from his fans.  Usually they send him to where things are very difficult.  If he cannot cope, then he loses his popularity as a hero, and can be sacked in disgrace or even punished.

David was sent to where the danger to Israel from the Philistines was the greatest.  He would be responsible for the safety of the country and his people.  He would have to cope with all the big problems that happen where the soldiers of two countries are at war with each other.  David would have his hands full with troubles.

On top of that, David would no longer be with the other important people in the country.  On the border there were just ordinary soldiers and ordinary farming people.  David would no longer be able to make friends with other powerful people.  He would be cut off from all the interesting things that were happening around where the king was.  He would be a very lonely man with lots of problems to trouble him.

4David acted very wisely:  A very important part of life is to become wise.  What is wisdom?  Wisdom is to know what is best if our problems become difficult.  Wisdom is to do what’s right when many people are doing what’s wrong.  Wisdom is to do something good when things get bad.

David had a special gift of knowing what to do when problems came.  Soldiers looked to him for leadership.  People trusted him.  David often gave people good advice.  When he went to war his plans were sound, and the orders he gave worked well.  This was a great ability that God gave him.

The main reason why David was so wise was because he listened to God.  David listened carefully to God and obeyed him.  David was guided by God.  Because he listened to God, God supported him.

18:17-19  SAUL TRIES TO BE SPITEFUL TO DAVID

Saul now came up with another idea.  He said to David:  I want to reward you.  Here is my elder daughter, Merab [mehr-av].  I want to give her to you to be your wife.  1But there is one condition!  I want you to show me that you are a brave young man who can fight the Lord’s battles.  But the idea that Saul had in mind was this:  I’m not going to harm David myself.  No, 2I’ll get the Philistines to do that for me.

However, David answered Saul in a way he did not expect.  David said:  But Sir, I don’t think I could do that.  I don’t come from an important family.  The clan my father belongs to isn’t a special one.  I’m not good enough to become the son-in-law of the king.  I haven’t got the right background to be a prince.

Saul then used David’s answer as an excuse.  For when it was time to give 3Merab, Saul’s daughter, to David as his wife, she was given instead to another man to be his wife.

1But there is one condition:  When a father agreed to let his daughter marry a man, the father would ask the young man for a favour.  Usually a father would ask for money or cattle or something to make him richer or more important.  In this case Saul wanted David to do some more fighting against the Philistines.  Saul hoped that somehow David would get killed fighting the Philistines.  In those days quite a lot of Israelites were getting killed by the Philistines.  This was because the Philistines were more powerful than the Israelites.  Saul thought that if he kept David fighting this powerful enemy he would sooner or later get killed.

But David was a humble man.  He did not think that he could suddenly go from being so unimportant to being so important in the country.  He was too nervous about Saul’s idea for him to get married to the king’s daughter.

So what Saul decided to do was to let David think he was going to get married, and then, at the last moment, he gave his daughter to someone else to be his wife.  He did this to spite David.  David would have been very hurt at being encouraged to marry Merav, and then suddenly, unexpectedly, seeing her marry someone else.

2I’ll get the Philistines to do that for me:  King Saul was being very sneaky and sly.  When a person wants to hurt someone but blames someone else for doing it, then that is ugly and wicked.  Saul thought that no one would notice his clever and dirty little plan.  This was just another example of how Saul disobeyed God and lost God’s support.  But, of course, God saw what he was up to.  So now it is in the Bible for all the world to see.

That is what will happen if we treat people in an underhand and treacherous way.  God will bring it out into the open one day, and then we shall be horribly embarrassed and utterly ashamed.

3Merab [meh-rav]:  Merav’s life had a very sad ending.  Way back in Joshua’s time the Israelites had made a treaty with just one town of the Canaanites.  That was the town of Gibeon.  The Israelites should have destroyed them, but the Gibeonites had tricked the Israelites.  They had sent messengers to the Israelites who said that they lived a long, long way away.  Could they please make a covenant or deal, to be friends?  Joshua and the Israelites fell for the trick and promised that they would not harm them when they conquered Canaan.  Once the Israelites found out that Gibeon was right in the middle of Canaan, they could not go back on their word.  They had made a promise, and they must keep it – even though their promise was a mistake.

But when Saul became king, he decided to attack the Gibeonites.  He tried to destroy the whole town and wipe out all the people.  God was angry with what the Israelites had done and later on sent a bad drought that lasted three years.  This happened years later when David had become king.  When David asked God why he had punished them with this drought, God told him that Israel had broken their promise.  

David then called messengers from Gibeon and apologised to them.  He asked them what he could do to make up for his country having broken its promise.  The Gibeonites asked that seven of Saul’s grandsons should be handed over to them to be punished for Saul’s cruelty.  They should be put to death as a sacrifice to God to stop his anger with the Israelites.  David agreed to do what they asked.  This would be a lesson to the Israelites that they must never break their promises, not even to people they did not like or want.  Five of the young men who were handed over were Merav’s sons.  Once they had been put to death God sent the much-needed rain onto the fields of Israel.  (2 Samuel 21.1-14)
Way back in Joshua’s time the other Canaanite nations were angry with the Gibeonites for making a treaty with the Israelites.  They ganged together to attack and punish the city of Gibeon.  The Gibeonites sent a frantic message to Joshua to come and help them.  Joshua went immediately to their aid and attacked their enemies.  When Joshua found that darkness was coming and that there was not enough time to conquer them properly, he prayed to God for more time.  God did an astounding thing.  He caused the sun to stand still in the sky.  The sun shone non-stop in the sky for two whole days.  It remained daylight until Joshua had finished the battle and completely defeated his enemies.  Then the sun set!  Nothing like this had ever happened before.  God controls even the sun and time.  This is something that man cannot ever do.  (Joshua chapters 9 & 10)
18:20-22  SAUL TRIES AGAIN TO GET RID OF DAVID

The next thing that happened was that Michal [mee-chal, ch as in loch], the younger daughter of Saul, 1fell in love with David.  When they told Saul about that it was good news for him.  

Saul had an idea:  I shall now allow Michal to marry David.  I shall use her to trap him.  2I have a plan to use her to get the Philistines to get rid of David.  So Saul changed his mind and said to David for the second time:  Yes, alright!  You may marry my daughter Michal.  Once again you may now become my son-in-law.  

Saul even gave his officials special secret instructions:  Speak to David privately and confidentially.  Tell him:  Believe me, the king really likes you.  You give him a lot of happiness.  All the king’s officials also like you a lot.  You are very popular with everyone.  So what you should now do is become the king’s son-in-law.  3Marry Michal!

1fell in love with David:  This is the only time in the Bible that we read of a woman falling in love with a man.  Normally it is the other way round, with a man falling in love with a woman.  But the point of this is that Saul suddenly found a way to get rid of David.  He could use the fact that his young daughter had fallen in love with young David.

2I have a plan:  Saul’s problem was that David was so well-liked by everyone.  The people loved him and even Saul’s senior officers and officials were fans of David.  Saul did not dare murder him.  

Saul’s plan was to get David to do so much fighting against the Philistines that sooner or later some Philistine or other would be able to kill David.

Saul knew that Michal loved David and that David would love to marry Michal.  His plan was to allow David to marry her on condition that he did a lot of fighting against the Philistines.

A thousand years later the religious rulers of the Jews would do the same sort of thing to Jesus.  Because Jesus was so popular with the people they did not dare try to get rid of him themselves.  They used Judas, a close friend of Jesus, to betray him.  They then handed Jesus over to the Romans.  They used the Roman governor and his soldiers to kill Jesus and get rid of him.

Saul thought that his plan was clever and secret.  It was neither.  First, it did not work.  Secondly, God knew what his ugly plan was, and got it written down in the Bible.  Now everyone in history and in the whole world who might read this part of the Bible will know exactly what Saul was up to.  Here we see again how disobedient Saul was.

God will not allow any of us to get away with nasty or sneaky plans against other people.  

3Marry Michal:  King Saul obviously did not love his daughter Michal to do such a thing to her.  Since she loved David, it was a horrible thing to let her think that she was going to marry David when the real idea was to kill him.  When people tell lies to others it means that they do not love them or care about them.  This is an ugly way of disobeying God.

18:23-25  SAUL TRIES AGAIN TO GET RID OF DAVID

The royal messengers of King Saul went and spoke privately to young David.  They told him what the king wanted.  But David’s answer was this:  Look, I’m just a nobody to you people.  1I’m not the right person to become the king’s son-in-law.  I am not someone important in the country.

The messengers went back to Saul and informed him that this was what David had said.

But Saul answered:  Tell David this:  The king doesn’t want you to pay him money to marry his daughter.  Rather, he just wants you to go and kill some Philistines.  2He only wants proof that you have killed a hundred of them.  The king has to punish the Philistines for all the harm that they have done to Israel.  But what Saul really meant or intended to happen was for David to fail and to be killed by the Philistine enemies.  To try to kill a hundred of them would be a very risky business.

1I’m not the right person:  The first problem that David had was that he did not have enough money to get married.  In those days if a young man wanted to marry a girl, he had to pay her parents a lot of money for the privilege.  The idea behind this custom was that the parents would thus get a good husband for their daughter.  She would marry a man who could afford to look after her well.  Either he would have to save the money and so show that he was responsible, or he would simply come from a wealthy family who could always afford to treat her well.  

The more important the parents of the girl were, the more money the young man would probably have to pay.  To marry a king’s daughter one would have to be very wealthy.  David and his father were people who were not rich.

The other problem that David had was that his family was not important.  Normally a king wanted his daughter to marry a young man from a family that was highly regarded.  Such an important family would have a lot of supporters.  Those supporters would then become more loyal supporters of the king.  People in power always need more supporters.  They are scared of becoming unpopular and losing support or not having enough support.  David’s problem was that he did not come from an important family with lots of influence.  He really had nothing to give to the king.  The king would gain little or nothing if David married his daughter Michal.

But on top of all this David was actually a humble young man.  He did not feel that he was important enough to be a prince.  He did not want to take advantage of the fact that Michal loved him.  David was not the kind of person to take short-cuts to privilege.

In this way he was like the future Messiah.  Jesus, the Son of God, came to earth from heaven.  He did not come to become rich or important or powerful or famous.  He was far richer and greater and gloriously popular in heaven.  He came down to earth because he was humble.  Jesus Christ, who was Almighty God, was also a very humble man.  The secret of the success of both David and Jesus was that they were humble.  A humble person does not try to be or look important.  A humble person never becomes arrogant and proud.  He, or she, never thinks he or she is better than others.  Both Jesus and David wanted to help others and do them whatever good he could.  They thought of themselves as servants, not as bosses and lords and masters.

2He only wants proof:  Saul did not want David to wound any Philistines who would then recover.  He did not want them just knocked unconscious.  He wanted them dead, and he wanted proof of that.

Long ago the Red Indians of North America used to cut off the scalp of anyone they killed in a fight.  They cut the skin under the hair from the skull of the dead person.  That hair, or scalp, was a trophy of their victory over their enemy.  The scalp, of course, was proof that they had won the fight.  At one time the ancient Egyptians used to cut off the hands of their dead enemies so that they could count how many they had killed.

Israelites did not scalp their dead enemies.  What they sometimes did to the men they killed in war was to cut off their foreskins.  All Israelite boys and men had their foreskins cut off when they were babies, just eight days old.  They were circumcised [sir-kum-sighzd].  The nations who lived around them, such as the Philistines, were not circumcised.

The Israelites were circumcised as a sign that they would be brought up to respect and be loyal to God.  Their baby boys’ foreskins were cut off as a sign that the people of Israel would not allow sex to get them to disobey and dishonour the Lord.  The only sex that God allowed was between a man and his wife.

All the other nations allowed their people to have sex with anyone they wanted to.  They were not interested in obeying God.  So, the great struggle in Palestine was between the circumcised Israelites who were loyal to God, and the uncircumcised heathen, like the Philistines, who were not.  The other nations worshiped idols, and that meant that they did not have strict rules about sex.  That made idols popular with many people - in fact, with most people.

For this reason, the Israelites would celebrate their victory over the heathen if they could defeat them.  And one way in which they might celebrate was to cut the foreskins off their dead enemies.  That was what Saul wanted.  He wanted Philistines’ “scalps.”

18:26-27  DAVID WINS SAUL’S YOUNGER DAUGHTER

King Saul’s officials told David that Saul just wanted David to kill a hundred Philistines.  1Then he could marry Michal.  This was very good news for David.  He could now become the king’s son-in-law.  And he would not have to wait a long time for that to happen.

So David got ready and set out with his men.  He killed not just one hundred but two hundred Philistine men, and brought proof of this.  They were able to show the king that they had killed even much more than the full amount of Philistine men that the king had wanted.  Now David could become the king’s son-in-law.  So 2Saul gave permission for him to marry his daughter Michal.

1Then he could marry Michal:  In that culture, in those days, a young man would need to pay the parents of a girl a large sum of money in order to get their permission to marry their daughter.  While this at first looks as though girls were sold to be wives, this was not really the case.  Fathers had other reasons for asking young men for bride-money.

The usual reason for asking for bride-money was in the hope that their daughter would get a good husband.  The idea was that if he could afford to pay a good price, then he would be someone who came from a good family who were able to give him that amount of money.  They would then know that their daughter would be well looked after by her husband and his family.  If the young man had to pay a lot of money to get his wife, he was quite likely to want to look after her.  Of course, this did not always work out like this, but often it did.  So it became a custom.

There was also an advantage for the young husband.  Parents of daughters can be very protective and demanding and domineering.  A young married couple can often find that their parents interfere with their new home life, and tell them what to do and what not to do, as they have done for something like twenty years or more.  But once the man had paid the bride price it meant that his new wife now belonged to him, and no longer belonged to her parents.  This gave the newly-weds more independence and freedom from their parents’ control.

Another reason for a good bride-price was in case the marriage did not work out.  If the husband no longer wanted his wife, or the wife could no longer put up with her husband, she could go home to her parents.  They would usually have kept the bride-price somewhere safe.  She would then have that money so as to be able to look after herself.

The whole idea of the custom of the bride-price was to look after the daughter when she got married.  In some cases where the young man could not afford that money, the girl’s father could do something else.  Instead of asking for money, he could ask the young man to work for him, or challenge him to do something that would prove that he was worthy to be their daughter’s husband.  That is what King Saul pretended to want to do.

2Saul gave permission for him to marry his daughter Michal:  Saul was not really against David marrying Michal.  If David became his son-in-law, he would be able to control David better.  He would be able to keep a closer eye on him.  But Saul’s real plan had been that he had hoped that killing a hundred Philistine men would be just too much for David, and that he would be killed.  That had not happened.  So now the next best thing was to have David close to him where he could better watch him and make sure that David was under his control.

Of course, the fact that he wanted David to marry Michal so that he would get killed shows clearly how little he loved his daughter.  Saul’s poor love for Michal just made her love David all the more.  Slowly but surely, Saul was losing people’s support.  On the other hand, David was getting more and more support.

But Saul’s plan to kill David shows especially how disobedient to God Saul had become.  The powers he had as king, and the problems he had as king, were driving him further and further away from the Lord.

18:28-30  SAUL BECOMES DAVID’S ENEMY

Then Saul became very worried because he got to know that the Lord was with David.  On top of that Michal, his own daughter, loved David.

Things got worse and worse.  Saul became more and more upset and frustrated and resentful because of David.  1Saul became David’s enemy permanently.  Saul always disliked David.

The Philistine commanders now launched serious raids on Israel.  But whenever they attacked, David succeeded brilliantly in stopping them and driving them back.  Out of all Saul’s generals David became the most famous.  His name became a legend in Israel.

1Saul became David’s enemy permanently:  From now on David’s life was in great danger.  Saul regarded David as an outlaw, a traitor, someone in his kingdom that he had to get rid of.  Saul tried to get David arrested.  You can read about that in chapter 19.  But somehow that never worked.  Then, in chapter 20, Jonathan tried to save David from his father’s great anger.  But eventually Jonathan had to admit to David that his father did want to kill David.  Saul even turned against his son Jonathan because he was David’s friend.  David had to go into hiding by joining the Philistines and living in their territory so that Saul could not get to him.  This state of things lasted until Saul was killed while fighting the Philistines.

The same sort of thing happened to Jesus a thousand years later.  The religious leaders got worried because it was so obvious that God was with Jesus.  Large crowds travelled far to hear Jesus teach.  Jesus healed thousands of people.  The Jewish leaders got more and more upset and frustrated.  They resented Jesus deeply.  They hated him and became his enemies.  At first they tried to argue with him, to catch him out in some mistake or other.  When that did not work, they began to make plans to get rid of him by killing him.  They also tried to stir up people to dislike him.
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