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1 CORINTHIANS
Chapter 15
1:1-2  THE GOOD NEWS THAT PAUL PREACHED

But now, brothers, I want to teach you about something far more important.  I want to go back to the good news about Jesus Christ that I preached to you and shared with you.  And you people accepted what I explained to you.  That good news is what you have come to believe.  That’s what you stand for.  

It is through that good news that you have been saved.  Yes, you have actually been saved by the message that I preached to you and taught you, if you stay steady and go on believing.  However, if you cannot keep up your faith, then whatever you believed was of no use to you at all.

1:3-8  PEOPLE SAW JESUS COME BACK TO LIFE

I preached the gospel to you when I gave you the most important information that I also received.  It was that Christ died for our sins - as the Bible says.  I gave you that information so that you would be able to know just what it is that you believe.  I told you what it is that I have been taught.  Jesus Christ died for our sake.

I explained to you that because he was dead, he was then buried.  I told you that he was raised from the dead on the third day - as the Bible says.

Then I explained to you that he was seen alive.  He was seen by Peter, then by the Twelve Apostles.  They had the privilege of meeting him.

Sometime after Jesus rose from the dead he was seen by over 500 believers on one occasion.  He met them and joined up with them.  Most of those brothers are still alive as I write to you, though there are some who have since died.

Sometime after he rose, he was seen by his brother James.  Then he met and was seen by all the apostles that he had used during his ministry.  They were the messengers he had sent out into the country to tell people about him and his gospel.

Finally, last of all, even though I was the odd man out, and a failure, an awful, horrible failure, yet Jesus was also seen by me.  

1:9-11  WE MUST BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION

You see, I am the least important of the apostles.  I have to admit that I don’t even deserve to be called an apostle.  This is because I bullied and intimidated the church of God.  I persecuted the people who worshiped God and were faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ.

But thanks to the wonderful kindness of God, I am now a completely different person.  I did not deserve his marvellous goodness, but it was not wasted on me.  The result of God having such gracious mercy on me was that I worked even harder than all the other apostles.  I had to, because of the horrible things that I had done in the past.  Yet it was not really I who was toiling and struggling so much to spread the gospel of Christ.  It was actually God and his grace that was with me, working in me, and that supported me.

But what matters therefore is that we all preached the same thing, whether it was I or whether it was the other apostles.  We all informed you that Jesus rose from the dead.  And the important thing is that you believed it. 

1:12-19  WE BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION

God has told us to announce and preach to people that Christ has been raised from the dead.  If this is the case, how can some of you say that there is no such thing as the resurrection from the dead?  

If there’s no such thing as resurrection of those who are dead, then Christ has not been raised either.

And if Christ has not been raised then all our preaching is useless, because it is not true.  Then your faith in God is also useless.  It’s worthless!

In that case we are guilty of lying about God.  We would then turn out to be completely unreliable.  It would mean that what we have told you is false.  This is because we clearly and definitely told you that God did raise Christ from the dead.  But if people are NOT raised from the dead then obviously God did not raise Jesus either.  We would be letting God down, because then it looks as though God failed to do what we said he did do.

Just think carefully:  If those who are dead are never brought back to life, there cannot be any truth in the idea that Jesus Christ has actually been raised back up to life again.

If Christ has not been raised, then your faith is worthless.  It won’t really help you.  That means you have no solution for your sins.  

It also means that those dear people, who believed in Christ and then died, are gone forever.  They have lost their lives permanently.  They shall not live again, ever.  They have lost out.  Death has destroyed them.

Please think carefully:  We don’t believe and hope just for this life.  What would be the point of that?  Why do we suffer by keeping God’s rules and doing what’s right when other people do what they like, and mock us and hate us?  If we are not going to be rewarded by God in the life after death, what’s the point?  Why lose out for what we hope for, if we are not going to get what we hope for and believe in?  Then we are not better off than unbelievers.  No, we would then be worse off than they.  In that case we could only expect people to feel sorry for us, because we obey God, and suffer, for nothing.

1:20-24  WHAT CHRIST’S RESURRECTION LEADS TO

But now, let’s concentrate on what this means to US.  You know that Christ has been raised from the dead.  Yet that also means that he was the first to be raised.  We know that when the first fruits on a tree get ripe early on, that all the tree’s fruits are also going to ripen later on.  In the same way Christ’s resurrection shows that those who have died are also going to be resurrected.  Although they died they are really just asleep.  They are going to be woken up by God as Jesus was woken up from the sleep of death.

Remember that death came to us through a man.  In the same way a resurrection of dead persons is also through a man.  

For as all people die along with Adam, so all will be made alive along with Christ.

But it will be each one in his own turn:  Christ is the first winner to live again.  After that it will be the turn of those who belong to Christ and who are in his presence.

Then, after that, comes the end, when all prophecies are fulfilled.  That will be when Jesus celebrates his victory by successfully handing over his kingdom and control for God to take charge.  God is also our Father.  The end is when Christ does away with what has been bad, and gets rid of all of it.  This applies to all power to rule and all bad leadership.  It also includes all those with power to force others to obey them.  It also has to do with all important and successful people who have used their strength to get their own way, while others have had to suffer.

1:25-28  GOD’S PLAN AND JESUS’ PLAN

God’s plan is that Jesus will rule the world.  Jesus must rule until he is in complete control of all God’s enemies.  The last enemy he will do away with, and put an end to, is death.  He is definitely going to get rid of death, utterly and completely.  Everything, absolutely everything will be under his control.  

But when God says that everything must accept Christ’s authority and submit to him, then that of course does not mean God himself.  Everything means everyone except God, for it is God who makes sure that everything comes under Christ’s control.  

Rather, what will in fact happen is this: when everything is under Jesus’ control, then, as the Son of God, Jesus will put himself under God’s control.  Jesus will put himself fully under the authority of God who put everything under Jesus’ authority.  

The reason why Jesus will do this is because all his followers will be under his authority.  In this way they will all come under the authority of God.  God will then have very good obedience from all the people who obey Jesus.  Everyone who believes in Christ shall want God, and shall love and obey him, forever.  The result will be that God shall always be pleased and happy with all of them.

1:29  THE STRANGE IDEA OF BEING BAPTISED FOR THE DEAD

How we think about the resurrection from the dead affects how we live.  There are people who even want to be baptised for the dead.  But if the dead are not going to be raised again what’s the point of that?  Why should they then be baptised for others who have died, so that they can live again in heaven?

1:30-34  THE RESURRECTION HOPE GIVES US COURAGE

Why do you think we are willing to face danger constantly?  It’s only because there IS a resurrection!

I tell you that I face the possibility of death constantly.  But I can assure you, my dear friends, that what keeps me going is your support for me.  I have your pride in the work I am doing by preaching about our Lord Jesus Christ.  That encourages me.  And, of course, I preach that Jesus was raised from the dead.

If I fought against people who were like dangerous wild animals, what was the point?  What do I get from risking my life like this?  “If the dead are not raised,” then, as Isaiah said, “let’s just enjoy ourselves while we can, because we shall soon die and that will be the end of it all.”

Don’t let anyone fool you:  There’s a well-known old saying:  “People who behave badly ruin the lives of their friends who try to behave well.”  Do not be led into sin by stupid ideas and people who are foolish.  

Sort yourselves out and come back to thinking about what is right.  Get back to behaving properly.  Stop sinning!  Some of you have fallen into this trap just because you do not realise how powerful and good God is.  I’m saying this to make you feel uncomfortable so that you won’t make the same mistake again.  I’m trying to put you off doing what’s bad for you.

1:35-38  WHAT THE RESURRECTION IS LIKE

But since people always like to argue, someone will come up with this question:  How are the dead raised?  With what kind of body do they come back to life?

But it’s foolish to say that something cannot be true just because you don’t understand it properly.  You know, of course, what happens when you plant something.  It doesn’t start to grow until it is planted.  It first has to die in the ground, and then it will come to life.

You also know that what grows up out of that seed is a plant that is quite different from just the seed itself.  Take for example a grain of wheat, or any other seed.  It is only a small seed by itself.  That’s what our body is like now.  

Then God sees to it that we are changed.  As God changes a seed into a plant that he wants it to be, so he will do that with our body.  As each type of seed produces its own kind of plant, so we shall get our own special body.

1:39-44  WHAT OUR NEW BODY WILL BE LIKE

The flesh that bodies are made of is not always the same kind of flesh.  No, people’s bodies and lives are one kind, while those of animals are a different kind.  The flesh of birds and their way of life is also different, and so is that of fish.  God made them all completely different.

In the same way there are bodies of one kind in space and bodies of a different kind down here on earth.  The wonder of those heavenly bodies up in the skies is different from the wonder of the bodies on earth.  Everything God has made is wonderful, but it is also quite different.

If we look out into space, we can see that the sun is brilliant in its own way, but the moon is brilliant in another way.  The stars are also brilliant in their own different way, for each star differs from the other stars in its brilliance.

That shows us something of what the resurrection of the dead will be like.  We now live in a body that is going to die.  But it is going to be raised up to be a body that shall never die.

We end this life pathetically.  But we are resurrected into a magnificent life.  Our life ends in a weak and helpless state; it is raised up strong and powerful.

We live our lives in what is just an ordinary, natural body; it is resurrected as a special, super body, a supernatural body filled with the Spirit of God.

1:44b-49  WE SHALL BE MADE LIKE JESUS

If you have got a natural body then you can be sure that you are also going to have a spiritual body.

This is what is written in the Bible:  The first man Adam became a living soul.  In the same way the Final Adam became a life-giving spirit.  

What that means is that we did not first become spiritual people like Jesus.  We began life as natural people like Adam.  It was only through Christ that we became spiritual.

The first man was made out of the ground.  He was earthly.  The second man came from heaven.

As Adam was earthly, so we are also earthly.  All of us have natural bodies.  But the heavenly man Jesus will change that:  heavenly people shall be like him.  Those he saves shall have spiritual bodies.  They shall have bodies and will be spiritual people.

As we have lived with the likeness of the earthly man we shall also live to be just like the heavenly man.  Not only shall our bodies be like his but our hearts and minds shall be like his too.  We shall have been made like him, and it will be forever.

1:50-54  WE SHALL GET A NEW BODY THAT WILL NOT DIE

Brothers, let me make this quite clear to you:  With these bodies that we have got we cannot go to heaven.  We cannot get a place of our own in the Kingdom of God.  Bodies that die cannot belong in the world where nothing ever dies.

Listen!  Let me tell you a great secret, a mystery of God:  Not everybody is going to die.  Not all of us shall fall asleep.  But everybody is going to be changed.  Our bodies will be changed into bodies that cannot die.

It will happen in a split-second, in the blink of an eye.  This will be when the last trumpet of God sounds at the end of the world.  For a trumpet will blow.  When it does the dead will be raised to life, to a life that shall never come to an end.  That’s how we shall all be changed.  A body that cannot get old and die will take the place of this body we now have.

For this is what God says has to happen.  The day shall come when this body that has to turn to dust and ashes shall be replaced.  We are going to be dressed up in a new body that shall never need to be buried.  This mortal body of ours shall be replaced.  It shall be dressed up by an immortal one.

The day will come when this body that is corruptible, that will fade away, is replaced by a new, smart looking body that will never fade away – a body that is incorruptible.  Then, when a mortal person puts on a new immortal body, the old prophecy will have come true:  As Isaiah said, Death shall be gobbled up by God’s victory.  God shall defeat death.  He will destroy it and get rid of it.

1:55-58  SIN AND DEATH SHALL BE DESTROYED

The prophet Hosea said:  Ha!  Death, you are no longer the end of us!  You don’t win in the end.  Death, you are no longer something dreadful.  We don’t have to be scared of you anymore. Hosea 13:14.

The reason why death is so frightening and does us so much damage is because we have sinned.  And the reason why sin is such a big problem for us is because of God’s law.

But we owe God a great deal of thanks.  This is because God has given us the victory over sin and death.  He has done this through our Lord Jesus Christ.

So, my dear friends, hold firmly onto your faith.  Don’t give up!  Don’t give in to anyone or anything.  In working for the Lord, always do your very best.  Do excellent work for him.  You should know that you will never be wasting your time when you do anything good for the Lord.  It may be hard work, with trouble and pain, but it will be very worthwhile.

You can now read 1 Corinthians chapter 15 in your own Bible.

An INTRODUCTION for Beginners

Paul’s Epistle

1 CORINTHIANS
CHAPTER 15

INTRODUCTION
1 Corinthians 15 is about the astonishing and wonderful news that after we die, Christians come alive again.  This chapter teaches us about the resurrection [rezza-rek-shin].  Resurrection means that it is not only our soul and spirit that lives on after we die, but that our body will also come back to life.  And it will be a much better body than the one we now have in this life.  What makes this possible for us is the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  On the third day after they crucified and killed him, he came back to life again and joined up with his friends.

This epistle, or letter, was written to the Corinthians by the Apostle Paul.  Paul made three famous missionary journeys into Turkey and Greece.  This letter was written on his third journey, while he was staying in the Turkish city of Ephesus [effa-sis].  Corinth [ko-rinth] is in Greece.  He had visited Corinth five years before, roughly in 50 AD, and had stayed there for 18 months.  In Ephesus Paul had been told that there were now some problems in the church at Corinth.  So he wrote this letter to help the faithful Christians there to sort out these problems.  One of the problems was that some people were teaching wrong things about the resurrection from the dead.  The result was that people were arguing about the resurrection, instead of getting courage and hope from what God has done, and what God has promised.  As surely as God raised Jesus from the dead, he is going to raise us from the dead if we believe in Jesus.

Corinth was a city where most people behaved badly.  This was an important problem for Paul because if people want to get raised from the dead, they have to believe in the resurrection of Jesus, and that means that they must then behave properly.  The resurrection to eternal life is for all those who believe in Jesus.  But believing in Jesus Christ means we must behave well and live good Christian lives.  The reason why most people don’t want to believe in Christ is because they want to live in a way that suits them.  They want to do what they feel like doing.  Paul had tackled this problem when he stayed in Corinth for 18 months back in 50 AD.  Back then many people had not wanted to believe Paul’s gospel.  But Paul did not give up, and he began to build a good church in the city.

Now a new problem was developing.  Some other people, who did believe in Christ, were teaching things that Paul knew were not true.  These people were trying to get the Corinthian church to accept the leadership and authority of the Jerusalem church.  They were saying that Hebrew or Jewish Christians were better Christians than non-Jewish or Gentile Christians.  They were trying to get Gentile Christians to become like the Jewish Christians.  They taught that if Gentiles [jen-tiles] really wanted to rise from the dead one day, they must first believe in Jesus Christ but then go on to learn how to live the way the Jews did.

Everybody knew that Jews lived better lives than the Gentiles.  The Jews lived by the good rules that God had given them.  The Gentiles lived by doing just what they liked.  Jews usually behaved well.  Gentiles usually behaved badly.  These new teachers wanted the Gentile Christians to learn all the Jewish rules of how to live good lives for God.  Paul knew that this was not the true Christian way to live.  We cannot live the right way by learning a lot of rules.  The only way to please God is to believe in his Son, Jesus Christ.  Once we believe in him, something inside us will change, and we shall want to do what is right.  When we believe in Jesus truly, we shall want to stop doing what is wrong.  When we try to get people to keep a whole lot of rules, they only end up cheating and pretending.  They don’t really change.  They don’t change on the inside.

The problem with rules is that they do not always work.  Sometimes they do.  In some people they usually do.  But sooner or later all of us break a rule, even rules we believe in and want to try to keep.  What is more, keeping rules is not going to make it possible for us to rise from the dead.  Only God can raise us from the dead.  When people try hard to keep the rules, they end up having to rely on themselves.  But we cannot raise ourselves from the dead.  Only God can do that.  That is why it is so important to trust in God rather than rely on ourselves.  That is what Jesus Christ came to do.  He came to get us to trust God instead of ourselves.  Once we believe in Christ and trust Jesus, we shall be able to put our confidence in God in the way we should.  Once we are sure about God and can trust him as we ought to, we shall want to listen to him and obey him.  And if we have faith in him, he will help us to do his will.  That will result in our being raised from the dead and given eternal life.

Now let us look at the ancient city of Corinth.  Corinth is in Greece.  Greece is made up of three main parts.  There is Macedonia in the north.  It lies to the west of Turkiye.  To the south of Macedonia is Greece.  Then to the south of Greece is what looks like a huge island.  But it is actually linked to Greece by a thin “neck” (called an isthmus [iss-miss]) of land that is about just 5 kilometres wide.  On both sides of that neck is the Mediterranean Sea.  The city of Corinth is on that neck.  It is on the west side of the neck, looking out across the sea towards Italy.  Actually, there are two Corinths.  The modern city is on the coast.  It is 45 miles to the west of Athens, the capital city of Greece.  The ancient city of Corinth, as it was in Paul’s time, is further inland to the south, about 5 kilometres away.  Ancient Corinth lay at the foot of a high cliff that is well over 500 metres high.  That high place was called the Acropolis [a-krop-a’liss] – ‘polis’ is Greek for a town.  On top of it was a very famous temple, where Corinthians and many tourists and pilgrims came to worship the goddess of love, called Aphrodite [af-roh-digh-tee].  In our language Aphrodite really means sexy.
Just to the north of Corinth is a canal.  It cuts right through the neck or isthmus, from the sea that goes to Italy, to the sea that goes to Turkey.  It is four miles long and very narrow.  A big ship cannot get through it.  
Before there was a canal sailors used to drag their boats across the neck to get to the sea on the other side.  In 600 BC they built a railway line to pull their boats on.  
In Paul’s day the Roman emperor Nero tried to cut a canal across the neck using thousands of slaves.  But he did not succeed.  Another attempt to dig the canal, that was at last successful, was made in 1880.  It was finished well before 1900, that is, nearly twenty years before the First World War.  Since then small boats can float right across the neck and do not have to go all the way south around the coasts as the big ships have to do.  Not only is the distance around the coast far, far greater, but the sea to the south is rough.  

In a proper canal there are locks that control the level of the water.  But in this Corinthian canal the water rises and falls with the tide.  There are no locks.  The canal cuts through rock that is up to 300 feet high.  

From as far back as 800 BC Corinth became a rich trading city.  But then it was conquered by the Romans.  This would be in about 150 BC.  The Romans had defeated their great enemy that had been Carthage [kar-thidg].  Carthage was in North Africa.  Today it is the city of Tunis in Tunisia.  Carthage had defeated Rome earlier on, under the famous General Hannibal [hanny-bill].  Hannibal had taken his army to Spain, and from Spain across the Alps mountains to attack Rome from the north.  In the brilliant battle of Cannae [kan-nigh] in Italy, Hannibal had trapped the Roman army and thoroughly defeated it.  But a few years later the Romans got their revenge.  They crossed the Mediterranean Sea, attacked Carthage and utterly destroyed it.  Not long after that they also conquered Corinth and completely destroyed it, taking the survivors and women and children to be their slaves.  A hundred years later, in 50 BC, Julius Caesar rebuilt Corinth.  Twenty-five years later, twenty-five years before Jesus was born, the great Augustus Caesar made Corinth a capital city.  Augustus continued to rule the world until Jesus was a teenager.  
From the time of Augustus, Corinth became a very rich and powerful city.  One of the open-air theatres in Corinth could seat 18,000 people.  That is what Corinth was like when Paul was there in 50 AD.  
Paul was born at roughly the same time as Jesus.  Paul might have been a year or so younger than Jesus.  
While Athens was more famous, especially for its clever people, Corinth was very rich.  The people of Corinth lived in luxury.  As a result, many of them were corrupt.  

Paul’s problem was that some of the Christians were also affected by the corrupt lives that many Corinthians lived.  What Paul did was to tell them about heaven.  The resurrection from the dead is closely connected with heaven and its pure happiness.  They would only be able to go to heaven if they stopped living unkindly and corruptly.  They would only be raised from the dead, like Jesus Christ, if they believed in him and listened to him, and followed him.  To follow Jesus to live the way he lived.

A BIBLE STUDY for the Young
Translated and explained from the Greek

1 CORINTHIANS
Chapter 15
The fact that most people in Corinth behaved badly affected the church.  Although the Christians believed in Christ and had changed and become better people, they still had faults.  Paul’s letter was to show them where they could do better.  There were all sorts of ways in which they could improve their behaviour and their worship.  They must always remember that they had become Christians in order to learn from Christ how to love one another.  Religion without love is worth nothing.  Because this life is so hard, God gives us gifts.  These gifts are so that we can help one another and do good to one another.  God has given us these gifts because he wants us to be kind to people, especially to other believers.  The most important thing that we need in life is love.  All our gifts are to help us to cope and to learn.  In heaven we won’t need to cope or learn.  All we shall need to do is to go on loving one another forever.  That’s what Paul writes about in chapter 13.
Then there was another problem:  The Corinthian Christians had to learn how to do their worship in a way that was in good order and useful to everyone.  Corinth was a great trading city.  People came from different countries and spoke different languages.  Some were Jews who spoke Hebrew or Greek.  Many were not Jews and spoke Greek or some other language.  When you do business with someone from another country it helps a lot if you can speak his language.  Where people speak different languages, it means that they are different.  To trade with them, if one cannot speak their language or understand their culture and way of living, one needs at least to show them some respect.
It also helps in a church if you can speak to people in their own language.  In our churches we accept that people are different.  In worshiping God, we realise that other people matter.  If we can understand them, or even speak their language, they feel more comfortable.  So do we if someone can speak to us in our own language.  Being able to speak someone else’s language usually makes us feel good.

But unfortunately, people also like to show off if they can speak some other language.  However, a problem can occur: It does not help if you are able to speak some language but there are others there who don’t know what you are talking about.  Paul needed to give them some guidance on how to use the gifts God has given them to be able to speak to foreigners.  Things must be done, not to show off, but in such a way that everyone can make sense of what is being said, so that it can help all the people who listen.  Paul says that when people use a language that some cannot understand, there should be someone who can explain to them what is being said.   

That is what Paul writes about in chapter 14.
But now, in chapter 15, Paul comes to something else that is very important.  The most important thing in all our lives is what is going to happen to us after we have died.

1:1-2  THE GOOD NEWS THAT PAUL PREACHED
But now, 1brothers, I want to teach you about something far more important.  I want to go back to 2the good news about Jesus Christ that 3I preached to you and shared with you.  And you people accepted what I explained to you.  That good news is what you have come to believe.  That’s what you stand for.  
It is through that good news that 4you have been saved.  Yes, you have actually been saved by the message that I preached to you and taught you, if you stay steady and go on believing.  However, if you cannot keep up your faith, then 5whatever you believed was of no use to you at all.

1brothers:  In those days when a speaker said, “Brothers” he usually meant everyone.  Nowadays “You guys” often means boys and girls.  A brother meant anyone, male or female, who believed the same thing, or liked the same thing, or came from the same background.  In the Bible it usually meant someone who believed in God and in Jesus Christ.

2the good news:  The Good News is usually called the Gospel about Jesus Christ.  The gospel is the message from God about Jesus that does two things to people:
1.  The gospel wakes them up to spiritual truths.  It gets them to understand and like God.  It opens their eyes so that they can see the truth about God that they never saw before.  It awakens their mind so that the things of God become more important in their life than anything else.  They begin to see more clearly what is right and what is wrong, and to want to do what God tells us to do.

2.  The gospel brings them peace and strength with which to face life and all its challenges.  It comforts and encourages them.  It gives them hope and courage.  It increases their wisdom and strength.  The gospel makes life better for them.  We get God’s guidance and help.
3I preached:  Preaching is a special kind of teaching.  It is teaching people about God and the Bible.  It is teaching in such a way as to get people to listen to God.  It is not just teaching.  It is also trying to get people to believe in God and to remember God.  Preaching is to encourage people to obey God.  Preaching is helping people to understand God, and getting them to put God first.  Preaching is getting people to love God and worship him.

4you have been saved:  “Saved” is an important word in the Gospel and in the Bible.  To be saved means to be safe from danger.  It means to know that God will look after you.  God will save you from sin, from despair, from ruin, from death, from being condemned on Judgement Day, and keep you out of hell forever.  To be saved is the most important thing we need in life.  This is what the Gospel of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is really about.  This is what Paul preached to people.  Those who believed what he said became his brothers and sisters.
5whatever you believed was of no use:  What does Paul mean when he says that some people could have believed, but that their belief would be of no use to them?  
There are people who do not believe God and do not believe in Jesus Christ.  Then there are also people who do believe, but something goes wrong with their believing.  In some cases their believing does not work.  In other cases, their believing does not last.  People believe but then give up.  In that case they believed in vain.  It did not work.  Real faith is faith that works.  True faith is faith that lasts.  That is exactly what faith in God is for.  That is why Paul tells them that they must hold onto what they believe about Jesus.  We must not have doubts about God or about the Bible.  We must keep up believing in Christ who came to save us, and who shall save us, whatever happens.
1:3-8  PEOPLE SAW JESUS COME BACK TO LIFE
The great miracle in the Old Testament was THE EXODUS.  God brought the whole nation of Israel out of their slavery in Egypt.  He cut a path through the sea and they walked through the sea, on dry land, to freedom.  The Egyptian army tried to follow them, and were all drowned.  
The great miracle in the New Testament was THE RESURRECTION.  The Roman soldiers killed Jesus on Friday.  He was buried that evening.  On Sunday morning he came back to life.  God resurrected him from the dead.  

Paul now writes to the Corinthian Christians to explain the resurrection of Jesus to them.
I preached the gospel to you when I gave you 1the most important information that I also received.  It was that 2Christ died for our sins - 3as the Bible says.  I gave you that information so that you would be able to know just what it is that you believe.  I told you what it is that I have been taught.  Jesus Christ died for our sake.
I explained to you that because he was dead, he was then buried.  I told you that 4he was raised from the dead on the third day - 5as the Bible says.
Then I explained to you that he was seen alive.  He was seen by Peter, then by the Twelve Apostles.  They had the privilege of meeting him.

Sometime after Jesus rose from the dead he was seen by over 500 believers on one occasion.  He met them and joined up with them.  Most of those brothers are still alive 6as I write to you, though there are some who have since died.

Sometime after he rose, he was seen by 7his brother James.  Then he met and was seen by all the apostles that he had used during his ministry.  They were the messengers he had sent out into the country to tell people about him and his gospel.

Finally, last of all, even though I was the odd man out, and a failure, an awful, horrible failure, yet 8Jesus was also seen by me.  
1the most important information:  The most important news about the Gospel of Jesus Christ is, first, that he died for our sins.  He was sacrificed for us.  Secondly, that he rose again from the dead.  God resurrected him.

2Christ died for our sins:  This is the most important truth in Christianity.  It is when anyone believes this fact that he or she becomes a Christian.  This is what changes our lives.  When we believe this, it results in our breaking free from the grip that sin has on us.  God accepts us when we gratefully accept that Jesus was sacrificed for us.  He suffered terribly so that we could be forgiven by God, and stop sinning.
We don’t know how Christ’s sacrifice breaks down our sinfulness.  It’s the same with all the miracles God does.  We don’t know how he created the world and the skies.  We don’t know how he raises someone from the dead.  We don’t know how he separated the waters of the sea and instantly turned the sea-bed into dry land.  But many, many people have found that when they believe that Christ died for our sins, they find peace.  Their conscience becomes cleared and clean.  They don’t want to disobey God anymore.  They want to do what’s right.  They find that they have truly changed.  To believe that Christ died for our sins makes life better for us.
3as the Bible says:  The Bible does not actually say that Christ, the Messiah, will die for our sins.  What the Scriptures do is to drop lots and lots of hints that this will happen.  God did this deliberately.  God wants people to believe.  God wants us to trust him.  God wants his children to have confidence in him.  God wants everyone to have faith in him.  If we really want faith in God, we have to look for the clues that are in the Bible, telling us what to believe in.  
In the book of Leviticus God told Moses to set up the system of sacrifices at the place of worship, the Holy Tabernacle.  These sacrifices of certain special types of animals were made by the worshiper for God to forgive the person’s sins.  There was just one problem with these animal sacrifices.  People kept on sinning and so had to keep on making more sacrifices to get forgiveness.  What they needed was a perfect sacrifice provided by God that would break the grip of sin in their lives.  That is what the Messiah, Christ, would give to the whole world.
4he was raised from the dead on the third day:  This is the amazing happening that Christianity is built on.  Jesus was put to death by the Roman soldiers on Friday.  He came alive again on the Sunday morning.  That was ‘the day after tomorrow’ from when he was crucified.  If this is true, then we are right to believe that he is the Son of God.  If it did not really happen, if it is just stories people made up, or if it is all lies, then Christianity is not true.  In that case there is no use believing in it. 
 It is so important to know for sure that Jesus was in fact raised from the dead by God.  God performed this greatest of all miracles in human history.  Once one is convinced that Jesus did rise from the dead, one knows the truth.  Then one knows the way to heaven, and one knows how to live, now and forever.
5as the Bible says:  God wants us to search for him.  This is what shows whether we really want him and his friendship.  The way to search for God is to search for clues about him in the Bible.  In the Old Testament there were hints and clues that the Messiah, the Son of God, would rise from the dead.  They are all over the place in the Scriptures.  Three of the best-known clues are the following:
- Psalm 16:  You will not just leave my soul in the grave.  You will not allow the body of your Holy One to rot.  

- The prophet Jonah 1:  The Lord organised it that a huge fish in the sea swallowed Jonah, and Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three awful days.  But ‘the day after tomorrow’ the fish vomited Jonah out and onto the beach.
This was the verse from Scripture that Jesus used when he predicted that he would be killed and then come back from the dead on the third day.  What he predicted was exactly what happened.

NOTE:  In your Bible you will find that it says, “for three days and three nights.”  This does not mean exactly 3 days as well as 3 nights.  What it means is that Jonah disappeared and was feared dead.  He should have been dead.  It was a miracle that he survived and came back to life.  
In English we also have some strange ways of saying things.  Someone may say, “I’m sick and tired of doing this work!”  That does not mean that he was actually sick.  It means that he was utterly fed up with it.  (And “fed up” has nothing to do with how much he had eaten.)  When someone says, “What on earth were you doing?” it really means ‘I jolly well want to know what you were doing!’  It does not mean that the other person was doing something “on the earth.”
- There is another clue about the resurrection when Abraham went to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice to God.  You can read about it in Genesis 22.  Abraham walked with Isaac for three days to the place where he was to sacrifice his son and heir.  During that time he wrestled with the pain that his son must die.  The place they went to, to make that awful sacrifice, would be where Jerusalem would later be built.  (Jerusalem was where Jesus was sacrificed.)  But God stopped Abraham from actually sacrificing Isaac just as he was about to kill him.  At that moment Abraham really felt that he had got Isaac back from the dead.  His relief was tremendous!  His son was alive!
Keep looking for clues about Jesus Christ in the Old Testament as you look for the truth, and as you search for God.

6as I write to you:  Paul was writing this about 25 years after Jesus rose from the dead.

7his brother James:  Jesus had five brothers.  The oldest was James.  James was a popular name in those days.  Two of Jesus’ twelve disciples were also called James.  James comes from the Hebrew word for kindness.  Two of Jesus’ brothers wrote a book each in the New Testament.  They were James and Jude.  Jude was short for Judas.  Judas was also a very popular name in those times.  Two of Jesus’ disciples were also called Judas.  Judas comes from the Hebrew name of Judah.  The people of Judah eventually became known as Jews.
8Jesus was also seen by me:  Paul was an apostle like the Twelve Apostles.  But he was different in some ways.  He had not been a disciple of Jesus when he was on earth.  After Jesus had gone back to heaven Paul had been his enemy, hunting and arresting and even killing Christians.  That is why he said that he was an odd-man out.  Paul is also the odd man out because he is the only apostle who met Jesus after Jesus had gone back to heaven.  The other apostles saw Jesus rise from the dead when it happened.  Paul saw Jesus when he was already living in heaven.

It was when Paul met Jesus that he became a Christian.  He was converted.  He was utterly and wonderfully changed.  From being a horrible failure as a religious teacher, and a rebel leader against Jesus, he became a great apostle for Christ.  (You can read about this in Acts 9.)
1:9-11  WE MUST BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION
You see, I am the least important of the apostles.  I have to admit that I don’t even deserve to be called 1an apostle.  This is because I bullied and intimidated 2the church of God.  3I persecuted the people who worshiped God and were faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ.
But thanks to the wonderful kindness of God, I am now a completely different person.  I did not deserve his marvellous goodness, but it was not wasted on me.  The result of God having such gracious mercy on me was that I worked even harder than all the other apostles.  I had to, because of the horrible things that I had done in the past.  Yet it was not really I who was toiling and struggling so much to spread the gospel of Christ.  It was actually God and his grace that was with me, working in me, and that supported me.
But what matters therefore is that we all preached the same thing, whether it was I or whether it was the other apostles.  We all informed you that Jesus rose from the dead.  And 4the important thing is that you believed it. 
1an apostle:  An apostle is someone that God sends to people to tell them the truth.  God himself gives them orders.  They are to teach people what God wants them to know and do.  God gives them powers to perform miracles such as healing sick people or being able to predict the future.  Paul had these powers, as well as the other apostles.  In other words, the apostles had the authority of God.  This meant that God’s people had to listen to them.  Everybody needed to listen to them.
2the church of God:  The word “church” means people who have been called out by God.  Christian Jews were Jews who had been called out of the Jewish faith to worship God by believing in Jesus Christ as the true Messiah.  Gentiles who joined the church were believers in Christ who were called out from their sinful way of living, to obey God.  The church was the Christian family of God whose head and leader was Christ.  They were all the people, Jews and Gentiles, who loved God and were faithful to Jesus.
3I persecuted the people who worshiped God:  Persecution is a cruel thing.  It means to hate people and to cause them trouble.  Persecution is treating people badly to put them off believing what they think and know.  It is to crush their faith and dash their hopes.  Persecution is to stop them listening to the Lord and living as Christians should.  It is the attempt to break down their faith in God and reverse their conversion to trust Christ.
Of course, Christians were not the only people who got persecuted.  It happened to many others as well.  It happens wherever people hate other people for any reason.  It still happens today.  

What is even worse is that there came a time later on when the people doing the persecution were Christians.  They persecuted people who were not Christians – if they could.

But here Paul is writing about what he did to the Christian church.  Now Paul is concentrating on making sure that the Corinthian Christians still believe in the resurrection.  The resurrection is so important to Paul because it means that he is going to meet the people he persecuted and put to death.  He will be able to apologise to them, and they will happily and gladly accept his apology.  Those he killed would have gone straight to heaven.  Those who suffered would be rewarded in heaven for their faithfulness to the Lord.  So, by the time Paul meets those resurrected martyrs and those who suffered, all will be well that ends very well indeed.  The resurrection from the dead means the end of all the harm that persecution does.  It is the end of all hatred and pain.
4the important thing is that you believed:  To believe is very important.  Believing means that we accept the truth and are convinced that it is true.  We believe that we can trust what we have learnt.  We are convinced by it and confident that it is the right way.  We know that it is God who has convinced us.  It’s a lovely feeling.  As a result, we feel that we can give our lives to the Lord and obey him no matter what happens.  Believing in him means becoming devoted to him.  
To believe in Jesus means to be confident and sure that he rose from the dead.  Believing in the resurrection of Christ shows that one is a Christian believer.
1:12-19  WE BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION
God has told us to announce and preach to people that Christ has been raised from the dead.  If this is the case, 1how can some of you say that there is no such thing as the resurrection from the dead?  
If there’s no such thing as resurrection of those who are dead, then Christ has not been raised either.

And if Christ has not been raised then all 2our preaching is useless, because it is not true.  Then your faith in God is also useless.  It’s worthless!

In that case we are guilty of lying about God.  We would then turn out to be completely unreliable.  It would mean that what we have told you is false.  This is because we clearly and definitely told you that God did raise Christ from the dead.  But if people are NOT raised from the dead then obviously God did not raise Jesus either.  We would be letting God down, because then it looks as though God failed to do what we said he did do.
Just think carefully:  If those who are dead are never brought back to life, there cannot be any truth in the idea that Jesus Christ has actually been raised back up to life again.

If Christ has not been raised, then your faith is worthless.  It won’t really help you.  That means 3you have no solution for your sins.  
It also means that those dear people, who believed in Christ and then died, are gone forever.  They have lost their lives permanently.  They shall not live again, ever.  They have lost out.  Death has destroyed them.
Please think carefully:  We don’t believe and hope just for this life.  What would be the point of that?  Why do we suffer by keeping God’s rules and doing what’s right when other people do what they like, and mock us and hate us?  If we are not going to be rewarded by God in the life after death, what’s the point?  Why lose out for what we hope for, if we are not going to get what we hope for and believe in?  Then we are not better off than unbelievers.  No, we would then be worse off than they.  In that case we could only expect people to feel sorry for us, because we obey God, and suffer, for nothing.
1how can some of you say:  Unfortunately, there are people who do not believe.  Most people do not believe in Jesus Christ.  They do not believe that God raised him from the dead.  What is worse is that there are some people in the church who do not believe in the resurrection from the dead.  They did not join the church because they believed this.  They joined for some other reasons.  These people then try to put others off believing.  They plant doubts in the minds of believers.  This can do a lot of harm.  It can make believers unsure of what they believe.  It can make them lose hope.  Once that happens, believers do not have the strength in their heart and soul and mind to trust God and obey him.  They end up without love for God.  They don’t really love him.
2our preaching:  What is preaching?  Preaching is telling people about God.  It is telling them how wonderful and good God is.  It is explaining what God has done.  Preaching is telling people the truth.  It is explaining to people what is right.  This includes telling them to stop doing what is wrong.  For all of us this is very hard.  It is hard for us to listen to it, and it is very hard to tell it to people.  But what makes it possible is that if people listen to God’s truth, God will reward them greatly for it.  The greatest reward from God is that he will raise us up from the dead and give us a new and better life that will last forever.  
Preaching can change people’s lives in a marvellous and lovely way.
3you have no solution for your sins:  The huge problem with sin is that there is no solution to the problem.  We have all been foolish and disobedient.  We have all hurt people and treated them in a way that we should not have.  We cannot get ourselves to do what is right always, and never to do what’s wrong.  We all have a problem with sin and none of us has a solution for it.
This is the problem Jesus sacrificed his life and suffered punishment for, for all of us.  The way we know that what he did truly worked, is that he was raised by God from the dead.  The fact that he conquered death was proof that he had also destroyed sin.  What is left for us to do is to repent for our sin and to believe in Jesus’ resurrection.
The two important things that people need to hear about are repentance and resurrection.  Give up your sinful ways, and hope for another better life after this one.  God will give us another chance, thanks to what Jesus has done for us.
1:20-24  WHAT CHRIST’S RESURRECTION LEADS TO
But now, let’s concentrate on what this means to US.  You know that Christ has been raised from the dead.  Yet that also means that 1he was the first to be raised.  We know that when the first fruits on a tree get ripe early on, that all the tree’s fruits are also going to ripen later on.  In the same way Christ’s resurrection shows that those who have died are also going to be resurrected.  Although they died 2they are really just asleep.  They are going to be woken up by God as Jesus was woken up from the sleep of death.
Remember that death came to us through a man.  In the same way a resurrection of dead persons is also through a man.  
For as 3all people die along with Adam, so all will be made alive along with Christ.
But it will be each one in his own turn:  Christ is the first winner to live again.  After that it will be the turn of those who belong to Christ and who are in his presence.
Then, after that, comes the end, when all prophecies are fulfilled.  That will be when Jesus celebrates his victory by successfully handing over his kingdom and control for God to take charge.  4God is also our Father.  The end is when Christ does away with what has been bad, and gets rid of all of it.  This applies to all power to rule and all bad leadership.  It also includes all those with power to force others to obey them.  It also has to do with all important and successful people who have used their strength to get their own way, while others have had to suffer.
1he was the first to be raised:  Paul knew that the church at Corinth believed that Jesus had been raised from the dead by God.  But what they were not so sure about was whether we believers would also be raised from the dead by God.  Paul is now saying that it follows that if Jesus was resurrected, then those who believe in him and follow him will also be resurrected.  
2they are really just asleep:  The good news of the gospel is that once Jesus has got rid of our sins, he will also get rid of death for us.  This means that those who believe in him and obey him do not really die.  What actually happens to them is that their bodies rest.  To us they are like people who are asleep.  One just has to leave them alone.  But if they are asleep that means that they are going to wake up again.  Their bodies are going to come back to life.  They are going to live again, and live forever.
3all people die along with Adam:  When Adam, the first man, sinned he dragged all human beings into a sinful state.  In the same sort of way when Christ, the perfect man, came alive again after death he lifts all believers up with him into everlasting life.  This is how God planned things for us when everything went wrong at the beginning.
4God is also our Father:  God created everything.  He created us all.  So he is our Father.  When we made a mess of life, he sent his Son from heaven to sort us out and to sort everything out.  Jesus Christ is doing this by stages.  First, he let time pass to show us how great our need of a saviour is.  Then he sorts us out.  Later on he will sort the whole world out, and everything that’s wrong with it.  Finally, when he has got everything and everyone under proper control, he will hand the whole lot over to his Father, who is our Father.
Father is someone who is good to us.  He looks after us.  He is kind and wise and helpful.  He makes life better for us.  Then, the one thing a good father needs is that his children listen to him and obey him and do as he says.  This is what the Lord Jesus came to do.  He came to get people to believe in God and listen to him and obey him.  Those are the people he is going to present to God the Father.  
The Lord Jesus Christ is also going to sort out all those who have been horrible and unkind, nasty and cruel.  He is going to get rid of the whole lot of them, however powerful they may have been.  What God does not want in heaven are people who want the Father to be good to them, while they are nasty to others who are weaker than they.
Paul has been taught about the future.  God has planned the future.  According to Paul God is going to resurrect and wake up his people before Jesus conquers the enemies of God.  The Christians who have died are going to be raised from the dead before Christ breaks all the power of all the ruthless and cruel rulers who cause people so much suffering.  The resurrection of God’s people is going to happen in history, just as the resurrection of Jesus did.
1:25-28  GOD’S PLAN AND JESUS’ PLAN
God’s plan is that Jesus will rule the world.  Jesus must rule until he is 1in complete control of all God’s enemies.  The last enemy he will do away with, and put an end to, is death.  2He is definitely going to get rid of death, utterly and completely.  Everything, absolutely everything will be under his control.  
But when God says that everything must accept Christ’s authority and submit to him, then that of course does not mean God himself.  Everything means everyone except God, for it is God who makes sure that everything comes under Christ’s control.  

Rather, what will in fact happen is this: when everything is under Jesus’ control, then, as the Son of God, Jesus will put himself under God’s control.  Jesus will put himself fully under the authority of God who put everything under Jesus’ authority.  
The reason why Jesus will do this is because all his followers will be under his authority.  In this way they will all come under the authority of God.  God will then have very good obedience from all the people who obey Jesus.  Everyone who believes in Christ shall want God, and shall love and obey him, forever.  The result will be that God shall always be pleased and happy with all of them.
1in complete control of all God’s enemies:  One way in which Christ is in control of people who are God’s enemies is by means of death.  He allows them to live and rule for a while, and then gets rid of them.  They die in the end.  Once they die, they can do no more wrong.  They cannot do anything bad anymore.  Jesus takes them away to a prison.  They must then wait, helplessly, for Christ to judge and punish them.  They will not be able to argue with him.  

2He is definitely going to get rid of death:  When Jesus has finished using death to overcome his enemies then he is going to destroy death.  There will never again be any more deaths.  Nobody, or anything, shall ever die any more.  But Christ will get rid of death only when death has got rid of everything that is bad or wrong.  And Jesus will get rid of death only when everyone loves God and wants to obey him.
1:29  THE STRANGE IDEA OF BEING BAPTISED FOR THE DEAD

Paul now teaches us that it is important to believe in the resurrection of the dead.  It affects how we live.  People who believe in the resurrection live better lives than those who don’t.  Believing that we shall live again after we have died makes us braver and wiser and better people.

How we think about the resurrection from the dead affects how we live.  There are people who even want 1to be baptised for the dead.  But if the dead are not going to be raised again what’s the point of that?  Why should they then be baptised for others who have died, so that they can live again in heaven?
1to be baptised for the dead:  The idea of being baptised is so that we belong to the church, the people of God.  Those who belong to God are going to go to heaven and live forever.  People who truly wanted that would ask the church to baptise them.
But this now gave true believers in Christ a problem.  In those early days of Christianity there were good people who had died before they heard about Jesus and his death and resurrection.  They were the parents or grandparents of believers.  They were uncles and aunts, or simply good friends they had once had.  They were people who had believed in God but had never heard about Jesus Christ.  Now the believers who were alive were worried.  Because they believed in the Lord and in eternal life, and because they loved those who had already died, they were concerned about the fact that those who were dead had never been baptised as Christians.  They thought that if they got baptised for those dead loved ones, it would help them.  The same applied to people who believed but were dying, and were too weak to get baptised.  Some believers wanted to get baptised for them.
What Paul is saying and meaning is this:  There are two kinds of people in the church.  There are those who truly believe in the resurrection of the dead, and there are those who don’t really believe in it.  The ones who really believe want to help others who have already gone.  The ones who don’t believe in the resurrection have to accept that they will never see those who have died again.  Which is better?  Is it to hope for life after death, and look forward to meeting family and friends in the next life?  Or is it to give up all hope of a love and friendship that will be restored to us and that will last forever?  Which is better?
Being baptised for the dead was not the right thing to do.  It would not really make any difference.  But at least it did show that the people who wanted to do it were people who really believed in the resurrection from the dead.  They were better people than those who did not believe in the resurrection.  Paul is saying that the people who do not believe in the resurrection must remember that there are people who do believe in it.  And those who do believe have very strong feelings about it.  Some people’s feelings are so strong that they even have strange ideas about baptism.
But it is true that many people do hope that there is life after death.  People who love their family or friends wish that they could meet them again in the next life.  Such people want to believe in something like the resurrection of the dead.  It’s NOT a crazy idea.  It’s a lovely idea!

1:30-34  THE RESURRECTION HOPE GIVES US COURAGE
Why do you think 1we are willing to face danger constantly?  It’s only because there IS a resurrection!
I tell you that 2I face the possibility of death constantly.  But I can assure you, my dear friends, that what keeps me going is your support for me.  I have your pride in the work I am doing by preaching about our Lord Jesus Christ.  That encourages me.  And, of course, I preach that Jesus was raised from the dead.
If I fought against people who were like dangerous wild animals, what was the point?  What do I get from risking my life like this?  “If the dead are not raised,” then, 3as Isaiah said, “let’s just enjoy ourselves while we can, because we shall soon die and that will be the end of it all.”
Don’t let anyone fool you:  There’s a well-known old saying:  “People who behave badly ruin the lives of their friends who try to behave well.”  Do not be led into sin by stupid ideas and people who are foolish.  
4Sort yourselves out and come back to thinking about what is right.  Get back to behaving properly.  Stop sinning!  Some of you have fallen into this trap just because you do not realise how powerful and good God is.  I’m saying this to make you feel uncomfortable so that you won’t make the same mistake again.  I’m trying to put you off doing what’s bad for you.
1we are willing to face danger:  It’s a strange fact in life that people get so angry about some things.  The main reason why people don’t believe in life after death is because they don’t want to.  Life after death means that we must be careful now how we live.  Life after death means living in heaven.  To get to heaven we have to watch how we live now.  Many people don’t like that.  They just want to enjoy themselves.  If there’s no life after death then they can do what they like while they live.  When they die, they think that life comes to a complete end.  So the point of life is to have as much fun as they can before that happens.  And since life is so short anyway, they don’t want to be told things that will spoil their fun.  

The idea of the resurrection from the dead makes things even worse.  The resurrection means that we get our bodies back again after we die.  That means that we must be very careful what we allow our bodies to do now.  God is not going to allow us into heaven with our bodies if we have just carried on sinning.  If we sin in this life we are going to lose out in the next life.  Sinners are people who go on sinning, and don’t care about death and judgement by God afterwards.
Such people don’t like it when others say that there is life after death.  It annoys them.  They get angry.  Some of them even get violent.  They want to attack people who say such things.  Some of them end up killing believers, especially preachers or teachers.

But, as Paul says, if one believes in the resurrection of the dead, then one is not scared of persecution and even of dying.  If that happens to us, we know that God will get us to heaven.  He will give us our life back again, and it will be an even better life and it will be forever.
2I face the possibility of death constantly:  Paul had people come and listen to him constantly.  More and more people came to believe in Paul’s message of life after death.  This of course angered some people.  They stirred up others to hate Paul.  The result was that Paul was constantly in trouble and even in danger.

3as Isaiah said:  Isaiah 22:13.

4Sort yourselves out:  What Paul actually says is that they must sober up.  They are like drunk people who must get themselves sober again.  They must come to realise that they have done stupid and bad things while they were drunk.  They must get back to doing what’s right.
1:35-38  WHAT THE RESURRECTION IS LIKE
Everyone, of course, wants to know what we shall be like when we are raised from the dead.  Shall we be the way we are now?  Shall we be different?  How different shall we be?  Shall we be able to recognise one another?  What we do know, of course, is that it is going to be very exciting to get our life back again after we die.  It will be very thrilling indeed to get a new, wonderful body to replace this old weak body that we now end up with.  Listen to how the apostle Paul explains this to us.

But since people always like to argue, someone will come up with this question:  How are the dead raised?  With what kind of body do they come back to life?
But it’s foolish to say that something cannot be true just because you don’t understand it properly.  You know, of course, what happens when you plant something.  It doesn’t start to grow until it is planted.  It first has to die in the ground, and then it will come to life.
You also know that what grows up out of that seed is a plant that is quite different from just the seed itself.  Take for example a grain of wheat, or any other seed.  It is only a small seed by itself.  That’s what our body is like now.  

Then God sees to it that we are changed.  As God changes a seed into a plant that he wants it to be, so he will do that with our body.  As each type of seed produces its own kind of plant, so 1we shall get our own special body.
1we shall get our own special body:  We are going to have the same type of body that we have now.  We shall be able to recognise one another.  We can know what a wheat seed looks like, and also what the wheat plant looks like.  But as the plant is greater than its seed, so our new body will be much greater than the one we now have.  It will look better, feel better and we shall be able to do better things with it.  Each one of us is going to be someone much greater when God has raised us from the dead.
1:39-44  WHAT OUR NEW BODY WILL BE LIKE
1The flesh that bodies are made of is not always the same kind of flesh.  No, people’s bodies and lives are one kind, while those of animals are a different kind.  The flesh of birds and their way of life is also different, and so is that of fish.  God made them all completely different.
In the same way there are bodies of one kind in space and bodies of a different kind down here on earth.  The wonder of 2those heavenly bodies up in the skies is different from the wonder of the bodies on earth.  Everything God has made is wonderful, but it is also quite different.
If we look out into space, we can see that the sun is brilliant in its own way, but the moon is brilliant in another way.  The stars are also brilliant in their own different way, for each star differs from the other stars in its brilliance.
That shows us something of what the resurrection of the dead will be like.  We now live in a body that is going to die.  But it is going to be raised up to be a body that shall never die.
We end this life pathetically.  But we are resurrected into a magnificent life.  Our life ends in a weak and helpless state; it is raised up strong and powerful.

We live our lives in what is just an ordinary, natural body; it is resurrected as a special, super body, a supernatural body filled with the Spirit of God.
1The flesh:  Flesh is the soft parts of our bodies that cover the hard bones.  The flesh contains muscles and blood.

2those heavenly bodies up in the skies:  Paul calls the stars and planets “bodies” because they are real, solid and natural, just like our bodies.  When Paul speaks about a resurrected body he is talking about something that will be just as real and solid and natural as the bodies we now have.  But instead of just being natural, our new bodies will also be supernatural.  We shall be closer to God, and so more like God.  Our bodies will be like Jesus’ body after his resurrection.  Life shall be perfect for us.
1:44b-49  WE SHALL BE MADE LIKE JESUS
If you have got a natural body then you can be sure that you are also going to have a spiritual body.
This is what is 1written in the Bible:  The first man Adam became a living soul.  In the same way 2the Final Adam became a life-giving spirit.  
What that means is that we did not first become spiritual people like Jesus.  We began life as natural people like Adam.  It was only through Christ that we became spiritual.
The first man was made out of the ground.  He was earthly.  The second man came from heaven.
As Adam was earthly, so we are also earthly.  All of us have natural bodies.  But the heavenly man Jesus will change that:  heavenly people shall be like him.  Those he saves shall have spiritual bodies.  They shall have bodies and will be spiritual people.
As we have lived with the likeness of the earthly man we shall also live to be just like the heavenly man.  Not only 3shall our bodies be like his but our hearts and minds shall be like his too.  We shall have been made like him, and it will be forever.
1written in the Bible:  This comes from Genesis 2.  It says that God made Adam’s body out of the soil of the ground.  He then breathed life into his body to give him a soul.  (Genesis 2:7)
2the Final Adam became a life-giving spirit:  The Final Adam is Jesus Christ.  He is the Son of Man and the Son of God.  When we believe in him, he changes us.  He puts his Spirit in us which makes us new and better people.  That is what we finally and permanently become.
3 our bodies shall be like his:  When Jesus rose from the dead he spent 40 days proving to his disciples that he was alive again.  Even though they had doubts at first, they came to realise that he had come back from the dead.  They were able to recognise him.  He had a body that they could not only see but even touch.  He also ate food with them.  He was real.
1:50-54  WE SHALL GET A NEW BODY THAT WILL NOT DIE
Brothers, let me make this quite clear to you:  With 1these bodies that we have got we cannot go to heaven.  We cannot get 2a place of our own in the Kingdom of God.  Bodies that die cannot belong in the world where nothing ever dies.
Listen!  Let me tell you a great secret, a mystery of God:  Not everybody is going to die.  3Not all of us shall fall asleep.  But everybody is going to be changed.  Our bodies will be changed into bodies that cannot die.
It will happen in a split-second, in the blink of an eye.  This will be when the last trumpet of God sounds at the end of the world.  For a trumpet will blow.  When it does the dead will be raised to life, to a life that shall never come to an end.  That’s how we shall all be changed.  A body that cannot get old and die will take the place of this body we now have.
For this is what God says has to happen.  The day shall come when this body that has to turn to dust and ashes shall be replaced.  We are going to be dressed up in a new body that shall never need to be buried.  This mortal body of ours shall be replaced.  It shall be dressed up by an 4immortal one.
The day will come when this body that is corruptible, that will fade away, is replaced by a new, smart looking body that will never fade away – a body that is 5incorruptible.  Then, when a mortal person puts on a new immortal body, the old prophecy will have come true:  As Isaiah said, Death shall be gobbled up by God’s victory.  6God shall defeat death.  He will destroy it and get rid of it.
1these bodies:  Paul calls our bodies “flesh and blood.”  That flesh and blood is corruptible was the old-fashioned way of saying that our bodies would eventually die.  They would end up as dust and ashes in the ground.  That is what God created Adam from: he took the soil of the ground and turned it into flesh and blood with life in it.  Genesis 2:7.
2a place of our own:  God has promised us an inheritance in his new and perfect world.

3Not all of us shall fall asleep:  When we leave this body at the end of our lives it will be like falling asleep.  The only difference is that we shall not wake up again in this world.

What Paul is saying here is that when the end of the world comes, people who are still alive are not going to die.  They are just going to be changed.  They will immediately get a new body.  God will swap their old body for a brand new one.

4immortal:  “Mortal” means we are going to die.  There is nothing anyone can do about that.  “Immortal” means that we shall never die.  God will see to that.

5incorruptible:  “Corruptible” means that after we die our bodies will rot away.  They will decompose into manure.  “Incorruptible” means that our bodies will always stay alive and be healthy.

But corruptible also has another meaning.  It means that our lives can be spoiled.  They can be spoiled by such things as sickness or trouble, foolishness or war, sin or wickedness.  Incorruptible means that nothing shall ever again spoil or ruin our lives.

Corruptible and mortal mean the same sort of thing.  So do immortal and incorruptible.
6God shall defeat death: Isaiah 25:8  The Bible tells us that God is good, and that he can perform miracles.  He can not only heal sickness or help us with any problem.  He can not only help us to stop sinning and live a good life.  He will also conquer death.  Death is a part of life for all of us.  None of us can escape it.  It will defeat all of us in the end.  But God is going to defeat death.  He will wipe it out and get rid of it forever.  
That is what the Lord Jesus Christ came to do in our world and in history.  That is what he does in the lives of each one of us.  
When we believe in him God gives us his Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit changes us into better people.  That work of God in us is our guarantee that we shall get the new body that he is going to give all of us at the end of the world.

1:55-58  SIN AND DEATH SHALL BE DESTROYED
1The prophet Hosea said:  Ha!  Death, you are no longer the end of us!  You don’t win in the end.  Death, you are no longer something dreadful.  We don’t have to be scared of you anymore. Hosea 13:14.
The reason why death is so frightening and does us so much damage is 2because we have sinned.  And the reason why sin is such a big problem for us is 3because of God’s law.

But we owe God a great deal of thanks.  This is because God has given us 4the victory over sin and death.  He has done this through our Lord Jesus Christ.

So, my dear friends, hold firmly onto your faith.  Don’t give up!  Don’t give in to anyone or anything.  In working for the Lord, always do your very best.  Do excellent work for him.  You should know that you will never be wasting your time when you do anything good for the Lord.  It may be hard work, with trouble and pain, but it will be very worthwhile.
1The prophet Hosea:  The prophet Hosea lived over 700 years before Christ.  Hosea is the first book of the twelve shorter or Minor Prophets at the end of the Old Testament.  Hosea was a very emotional prophet.  There was a lot of sin in Israel in Hosea’s time.  Because of that God sent the dreadful and powerful nation of Assyria to conquer Israel.  People were very scared of Assyria because they were such a cruel nation.
2because we have sinned:  Sin means that we have failed to do what is right.  We have failed to live a good life.  We have done what is wrong and bad.  We have annoyed God.  The result is that we are guilty.  When we die, God will show us how much we have sinned.  

God uses our death to stop us sinning.  When someone dies that is the end not only of his life but the end of doing what he should not do.
3because of God’s law:  We cannot just do what we feel like doing in life.  God has told us, in the Bible, how we should live.  That is called God’s law.  If we disobey God, that is sin.

4the victory over sin and death:  When Jesus Christ died, he destroyed the power of sin.  Everyone who believes in him and repents of his sin shall be forgiven by God.  He or she will be able to stop sinning.  God will accept them.  

When Jesus Christ rose from the dead he destroyed the power of death.  Everyone who is faithful to him shall also be raised from the dead and go to heaven.
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