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6.1-5  THE LORD OF THE SABBATH

It just so happened one Sabbath day that Jesus was going through some fields of crops.  The grain was ripe.  His disciples picked some and ate the grain.  To do this they were busy rubbing the grain in their hands to get the husks off.

But some Pharisees said:  Why are you doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath?  You should not be doing that.

Jesus himself answered them.  He said:  Don’t you read your Bible?  Have you not read how David provided for himself when he was in need and hungry?  He did this not only for himself but also for the men who were with him.

Did you not read in the Bible how David went into the House of God and helped himself to the Holy Bread that was used for worship?  According to the Law of Moses only the priests were allowed to eat that bread.  But David also gave it to his friends who were with him.

Jesus also told them:  You must understand that I am the Lord of the Sabbath.  Yes, the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.

6.6-7  JESUS AND THE EXPERTS

Something else like this happened on the next Sabbath Day.  Jesus went to the synagogue.  He was there to teach.  There was a man there whose right hand was paralysed.  It was withered up and useless.

But the experts in the law and the Pharisees had it in for Jesus.  They watched him suspiciously to see whether he would heal this man on the Sabbath.  What they were trying to do was to find some reason to charge him for breaking the Law.

6.8-11  JESUS CHALLENGES HIS ENEMIES

Jesus was well-aware of what the Scribes and Pharisees were up to.  So he decided to challenge them openly.  He gave an order to the man whose hand was withered and useless.  Jesus said:  Get up, and come and stand here in the centre, in front of everyone.  The man did what Jesus told him to do.  He got up and came and stood there.

Then Jesus spoke to the Scribes and Pharisees.  He spoke openly to them in front of all the people.  He said:  
I want to ask you a simple question:  Does the law about the Sabbath allow you to do something good to people?  Or does it prevent you helping anyone?  Is the Sabbath about saving people’s souls, or has it become something that spoils people’s happiness?  Is it to look after people and make them better?  Or is it to ruin people by leaving them to be miserable and to lose them?  Tell me, what is the Sabbath for?  What does God want us to do?  Where does the law of God say that I cannot help this man?  Answer me!

Jesus looked around at all of them to see if anyone was going to answer him.  No one did.  No one dared to!  Then Jesus spoke to the man:  Hold out your hand!  The man did that, and his hand was healed.  It was restored to its original healthy and useful state.  It was done in front of the whole church or synagogue.

But the result was that what Jesus did made the Scribes and Pharisees furious.  They were driven mad with anger.  They worked themselves up into a state and began to talk to one another about what they could possibly do to Jesus.

6.12  JESUS PRAYS ALL NIGHT

In those days something else happened.  Jesus left his work among people and went off alone up a hill.  He wanted to pray.  He spent the whole night in prayer to God.

6.13-16  JESUS CHOOSES TWELVE APOSTLES

When morning dawned Jesus called his disciples to him.  He then chose twelve of them and gave them the responsibility of being apostles.

The first apostle was Simon whom Jesus also named Peter.  Then there was Andrew who was Peter’s brother.  Then there were the brothers James and John.  There was also Philip and Bartholomew. 

Then there was also Matthew and Thomas.  There was another apostle who was also called James, another who was also called Simon.

On top of that there were two disciples who were both named Judas.  One Judas had a father called James, while the other one was Judas Iscariot, who turned out to be a traitor.  He eventually betrayed Jesus to the authorities so that they could secretly arrest him, and get him put to death.  (So, there were two Simons, two called James, and two who were Judas.  This made up half of the twelve apostles.)

6.17-19  JESUS AND THE CROWDS

Once Jesus had chosen his team of twelve apostles, he came down to where there was a level space on the slope of the hill.  Here a lot of people were able to gather together.  There was a big crowd of his disciples.  There was also a huge number of people.  They had come all the way from Judaea and Jerusalem, and even from the north coast where the cities of Tyre and Sidon are.  

They came to learn from Jesus.  They also came to be cured from their diseases.  Even those who were tormented by bad spirits were restored to good normal health.

The whole crowd were trying to reach Jesus and actually put their hand on him.  They were doing this because a natural source of power was in him, and it was flowing out and curing everyone.

6.20-23  GOD’S BLESSINGS

So Jesus turned his attention to his disciples who wanted to listen to him.  He began to teach them:  I’ve got some good news for you, if you will turn to God and stay faithful to him.  It is that God likes to help people who are needy and badly treated.  He loves to rescue those who are desperate and helpless.  God will bless you!  When God sets up his perfect rule over the whole world it is people like you that he wants there.  You poor people are the sort of people that God wants in his kingdom.  He is not interested in most powerful, rich and famous people.  Blessed are the poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

God also cares about people who are hungry and starved.  He loves to look after those who are so badly treated that they are desperate because they cannot have what they need.  Do not worry, and don’t panic!  God will bless you!  God shall see to it that you get all you need and all you want.  Just trust him and wait!  Blessed are those who are going hungry now, because you shall be satisfied.  God feels for people who are now mourning and crying.  He loves to surprise and comfort those who are being hurt and badly treated.  Do not despair, and don’t give up!  God will bless you!  God will make sure that you have the last laugh over the people who have caused you so much grief.  Blessed are those who are crying now, because you will end up laughing with happiness.

If you love God do not lose heart when people start to dislike you and hate you.  When they do that remember that God loves to protect and rescue those who love him.  Don’t get bitter when they treat you badly and insult you.  Don’t get depressed when they turn nasty and criticise you, and want nothing to do with you.  If they do these sorts of things to you because you stand up for me, then be sure of this:  God will bless you!  Blessed are you when people hate you, when they want nothing to do with you, and insult you.  You are blessed when people dismiss you and give you a bad reputation, for the sake of the Son of Man.

Whenever you get badly treated by people, you can afford to smile to yourself.  You then know that you are very special to God.  You can be proud of yourself.  So cheer up and face it all with courage!  In fact, you can even celebrate when this happens to you.  You can dance if you want to.  This is because God has a great reward lined up for you in heaven.  God is going to honour you.  You are going to be a hero there.  For these are the very same things that people long ago did to God’s prophets.

6.24-26  JESUS’ WARNINGS

I must add a warning:  Watch out, you people who are rich and well-off!  You think only of yourselves and you have everything you want.  Everyone treats you with respect and courtesy.  Well, make the most of it because that is all you are going to get out of life.

I want to warn you who have plenty to eat and not a care in the world.  You like to enjoy yourselves, and everyone who serves you is pleasant and polite, and you get anything you want.  But it will only be like this for now.  You are going to end up starving and suffering.  

I warn you, watch out if you are constantly laughing and having a good time with friendly people now.  Be careful if you are having all the fun you want.  You are going to end up sad and feeling very sorry for yourselves.  You will find yourselves crying, crying miserably and sobbing.

Look out when so many people are saying the nice sort of things about you that you want to hear.  Watch it when no one criticises you, or says what you don’t want to hear.  That is what unbelievers have always done for fortune-tellers and false prophets.  They made a fuss of them so that these experts would say good things that people want them to say.

6.27-31  JESUS TEACHES US:  LOVE YOUR ENEMIES


But to you who are listening to me, I want to say this:  Do good to people.  Love even your enemies.  Show them kindness even though they have hurt you.  Treat them well even though they treat you badly.  Let them see that you have goodwill towards them even though they hate you.  Do good to them even if they dislike you and do you harm when you have done nothing wrong to them.  Act honourably towards them.  Always do what’s right.  Show them the proper way to behave.

Wish people well even if they say hurtful things about you.  Be friendly towards them even though their attitude towards you may be ugly.  Pray for them.  Pray for God to help them, even though they insult you and say nasty things to you.  Be kind!

Be careful how you react when someone hurts your feelings.  Rather let him do it again than become nasty towards him.  Control yourself.  Don’t get into a fight with anyone, even if he has been rude or unfair toward you.  And even if someone takes what belongs to you, remember that how you behave is more important than hanging onto what belongs to you.  If he has taken something he needs, let him keep it.  You can always afford to lose more than you think.  You cannot afford to be mean or horrible to people, especially those who are needy.  What matters is that you keep faith with God.  He can deal with trouble-makers.  Don’t get bitter!  Be patient with people.

Help people where you can.  Whenever someone with a problem asks for something, see what you can do.  If what you give helps that person, don’t keep asking for it back.  It does not really matter what you lose as long as someone else really benefits, especially if they are struggling.  Don’t be selfish.

The rule to aim at, which sums all this up, is this:  What you would want others to do to you, is what you should do to them.  

6.32-36  JESUS SAYS AGAIN:  LOVE YOUR ENEMIES

If the only thing you people can do is to be good to those who are good to you, what is that worth?  What is special or gracious about that, or about you?  Even selfish and unkind people do good to those who are good to them.

It’s also the same as if you people just do favours to those who do you favours.  What sort of thanks or blessing do you think you deserve from God for that?  Even unbelievers and crooks do that.

Now the same also applies to how you use your money.  How you people do business with others who need your business, or how you lend money to anyone who needs that help, is important.  If all you think about is how much profit you can get out of other people, what is good or noble about that?  Even greedy and ruthless people make sure that they do not lose out on any deal they make.

But love your enemies.  You Christians must love even your enemies.  You must do people good.  Even when you do business or lend money to anyone, don’t be afraid of losing some money by helping others.  Don’t concentrate on your money.  Rather pay attention to how you treat people.  Even if they are not fair or honest with you, don’t get upset about that.  If trying to help needy people costs you money God is going to give you a great reward.  He will give you far more than any profit you could make for yourself.  God is in control of all the business and money in the world.  It is kind people that he loves and honours.  He regards them as his sons and daughters.  This is because God himself is exceptionally good to everyone.  He is generous even to people who never thank him for his goodness to them.  He is also helpful even to people who are guilty of behaving badly.  God wants you to be like him.

Be caring and kind.  Have a heart for people, just as God cares for them.  Christians must be caring souls.

6.37-38  HOW TO TREAT PEOPLE WELL

And don’t judge!  Don’t judge people unfairly.  You must not keep on finding fault with others and criticising them.  Don’t go on disliking people.  If you do not judge people unkindly, God will definitely NOT dislike and criticise you.  Don’t just condemn people.  If you are fair to all other people then God will most definitely not condemn you.  Forgive, and you are also going to be forgiven and pardoned.

Give!  You must give what you can when you see others in need.  It does not matter who they are, or whether you don’t like them or they don’t like you.  Just do whatever good for them you can.  Be generous.  Be kind.  If you do that, God is going to be very kind and wonderfully generous to you.  He will heap blessings on you.  He will get people to help you marvellously when you are in need.  The way you look after others will be the way God looks after you.

6.39-42  HOW TO LIVE AS A CHRISTIAN

Jesus also told them this little parable or proverb.  It is for Christians, to teach them a lesson on how to treat people:  Do you think that a blind man can lead a blind man safely?  Of course not!  Won’t both of them end up falling together into a ditch?  Of course they will!  

You cannot teach anyone how to live as a Christian unless you live like a true Christian yourself.  If you are not a genuine Christian you will only make things worse both for yourself and for the person you want to teach.  A learner does not know better than his teacher.  But once the learner has learnt all he can from his teacher then he will be properly trained.  He will then end up like his teacher.

Why do you criticise others, and focus on the small mistakes they make, when you have such huge faults yourself?  It’s a big mistake to make out that you are better than others, or that you know better than someone else.  Why make an issue when someone irritates you, instead of paying attention to the fact that you have caused harm to someone else?  You will live a better Christian life if you concentrate on improving your own attitude and behaviour.  That will do more good than going around telling others what to do.

How dare you say to another Christian, what you are doing is wrong, when what you do is bad?  Or how can you say to him or her, what YOU think is wrong, when YOU have ungodly thoughts in YOUR heart?  Why give him your advice about what he should be doing when you cannot see what you should NOT be doing?  If you do that sort of thing, you are only pretending to be a Christian.  You are actually a hypocrite, not a Christian.  No, first take a good look at yourself.  Start by getting yourself right.  Are you really what you should be?  You first need to be pleasing to God if you want to tell another Christian how to live.

6.43-45  WHAT WE LEARN FROM A TREE

Look at nature:  You won’t find a good tree producing fruit that’s no use.  You will also never find a worthless tree giving out good fruit.  In fact, you can tell what kind of tree it is by the fruit that grows on it.  

You would never pick figs from a thorn tree, nor would you ever get grapes from a thorn bush.  

It’s the same with people.  A good person has a lot of good stored up in his or her soul.  If there’s good inside someone it’s going to come out in the way he talks and behaves.  But anyone who is nasty inside is going to behave and speak in horrible ways.  You can tell what a person’s attitude is by the way he lives.  What’s inside someone flows out in what he says.  In time you get to know people, and what they are really like.  And they get to know you, and what you are truly like.

6.46-49  BUILDING A GOOD HOUSE

There is something else you must watch out for.  You make a big mistake when you say that I, Jesus, am your Teacher or your Lord, yet don’t do what I tell you to do.  

Let me tell you something about people.  If someone comes to me to listen to what I have to say, and then goes and does what I told him to, then I’ll tell you what that person is like:

He’s like a man who built a house.  He dug down deep so that his foundation was firmly fixed on solid rock.  He built his house on that foundation.  Then there was a flood.  The storm waters of the river surged against his house.  But even the power of that water did no damage to the house because it was built on a solid and stable foundation.

Then there is the sort of person who hears what I say but doesn’t do what I told him to do.  He’s just like a man who built his house on the ground without a foundation.  When the river struck that house it washed the whole building away.  It was totally and utterly wrecked and completely lost.

Now you can read Luke 6 in your own Bible.
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INTRODUCTION

Jesus had a lot of trouble with people called the Pharisees [farra-seez].  To understand the Pharisees and the problems they caused Jesus, we must get to understand those people.  To begin with we must turn to history.

An empire is when a nation becomes so strong that it can conquer many other nations around it.  The world’s first empire was the Assyrian empire [a-sir-i-n].  That was based on Syria and Iraq.  They ruled the Middle East from the time of the Judges until the time of Jeremiah the prophet [jer-a-migh-a], some time before 600 BC.  Then they were conquered by the Babylonian empire [ba-be-loh-ni-n].  From 600 BC onwards Nebuchadnezzar [neb-you-kad-nez-a] and the Babylonians began to take over the Middle East.  They were based in Iraq.  It was during Nebuchadnezzar’s time that the Jews were taken into exile to Babylonia.  But that great empire did not last long.  It was defeated by the Persians 70 years later.  They were based in Persia, which is now called Iran.  The great Persian Empire that ruled the Middle East lasted until the time of Alexander the Great.  By 333 BC Alexander had conquered the Persians and set up the even greater Greek Empire.  But by 100 BC the Roman Empire had taken over most of the Greek Empire.  The Roman Empire, like the Assyrian Empire, would last over 500 years.

By 60 BC the Roman general Pompey had conquered the Jewish land of Judaea [jew-dee-a].  30 years later the last part of the Greek Empire was conquered.  That was Egypt.  About 25 years before Jesus was born the queen of Egypt, Cleopatra [klee-oh-pat-ra], took a fleet of warships to Greece to challenge the Roman navy.  With her was her boyfriend, Mark Antony.  Mark Antony was one of the two rulers of the Roman Empire.  But Queen Cleopatra and Emperor Mark Antony were defeated.  That left Caesar Augustus as the only ruler of the Roman Empire.  He brought peace to the huge Roman world.  Augustus ruled until Jesus was a teenager.
The Greeks did more than just conquer the Persians and the whole Middle East.  They changed everybody’s thinking.  Everyone began to speak the Greek language.  They spoke it in Egypt and in Syria.  Even the Jews started to speak Greek.  The Greek language became their main language.  This resulted in the Hebrew Bible being translated into Greek over a hundred years before Christ.  When the New Testament was written it was all in Greek.
While the Greeks influenced the world with their language, the Romans influenced the world with their laws.  Law is what controls people when they live together.  Law tells us what is right and fair.  Law makes us safe from criminals and trouble-makers.  Law means that we all know where we stand and what is required of us.  Laws are the rules that we must all live by.  If we all live by these laws there will be peace.  When people don’t keep the laws there will be trouble.  Trouble could even mean that war breaks out, and great suffering.
The Romans began making laws over 400 years before Christ.  We should realise that God gave Moses his laws something like a thousand years before that.  
Both the Greeks and the Romans gave the Jews lots of problems.  Their ideas were completely different from the teachings of the Bible.  When the Greeks conquered Judaea, they tried to force the Jews to change their religion.  Many Jews did change their ideas and accepted the Greek ways of thinking.  They became modern.  They no longer kept Moses’ laws that God had given the nation.  When the Romans took over Judaea the same thing happened.  The Romans insisted that the Jews live by their laws.  Many Jews put Roman laws before the laws of Moses.  They did what the Romans told them to do, and what the Romans allowed, instead of what God wanted.
But there were also many Jews who were different.  They strongly disagreed with the Greek way of life, and then with the Roman laws that they were forced to live under.  These people were known as “the religious ones.”  They became known as the Pharisees.  The word “Pharisee” is a Hebrew word that means someone different.  The word “pharas” [pa-rash] means “to separate.”  A Pharisee is someone who is different from others because he wants to please God.  So the Jews became divided.  They argued a lot.  In fact, everybody argued with everybody.  Greek Jews argued with the Pharisees, and with one another.  Pharisees argued with Greek Jews and Roman Jews and Pharisees argued with one another.  Jewish religion was in a mess when Jesus came.  The whole nation had lost the faith that God gave them through Moses.  Even the Pharisees who wanted to please God did not really know how to do that.
What the Pharisees did was to concentrate on the lesser laws of Moses.  These were the laws that made the Jews different from other nations.  They were rules on how to worship and how to live as a godly nation.  The Pharisees spent hours and hours and whole days studying these laws.  The conclusions that they came to was that they must make even more rules.  They must create a good Jewish tradition, a Jewish way of life that God would be pleased with.  So for every rule that God gave them in the Bible, they would add a few more rules and teach them to the children in their schools.  Many children grew up to believe in what the Pharisees had taught them.  They had a deep respect for the Bible for the whole of their lives, and they were not keen on Greek or Roman ways of living.
However, Alexander the Conqueror was a great hero throughout the Middle East.  As a young man in his twenties, he conquered the world.  Many Jews also regarded him as Alexander the Great.  Many parents named their sons Alexander.  This intensely irritated the rabbis and the Pharisees.  They preferred names like Jesus and Judas.  Jesus is Greek for Joshua, and Judas is Greek for Judah.

The rules and traditions that the Pharisees were especially keen on were such things as keeping the Sabbath, tithing, and fasting.  In the schools, learners would have assignments like:  How should you keep the Sabbath?  What rules must you stick to on the Sabbath day?  Should you also give to God one tenth of things like a packet of sweets or biscuits?  What foods should you go without when you fast, and how long should you keep on fasting?  
But what they taught made the Sabbath the most unpopular day of the week.  It made tithing and giving to God a nuisance.  It made fasting a huge struggle, which made praying more difficult.  People who should have used the Sabbath to rest, to worship God, and to enjoy life, found the Jewish Sabbath and all its rules, particularly frustrating.
There were two big problems with living like this.  The one was that they made up more rules than God gave them.  The Pharisees admitted this.  They said that if people tried to keep all these rules, then, even if they failed to keep them all, they would at least keep some of them.  If they did not keep all the traditions of the Pharisees, they would at least keep God’s laws.  If you nag someone ten times to do something, he might at least do it once.  But the problem with that is that faith in God is not meant to become nagging people to do this or that.  The Pharisees ended up thinking that their traditions were even more important than God’s laws.  Failing to fast was a greater sin than stealing.  To walk more than about a mile on the Sabbath became worse than telling a lie.  And not tithing was a greater sin than not respecting one’s parents.
The other big problem is that the more rules there are, the less likely people are to keep them.  Even the Pharisees did not keep all their traditions.  What they ended up doing was to pretend that they kept them.  This is definitely not what God told Moses to tell his people to do.  When people pretend to be religious, they end up arguing with one another.  They spent a lot of time spying on others.  When people get caught up in arguing and spying, in pretending, and in avoiding being spied on, they forget to do what God has told us to do.  God has told us to love one another.  Another reason why many people argue is because they are looking for excuses not to do what they should be doing.  Or they are looking for excuses to do what they should not be doing.
What Jesus came to do was to teach us to take God seriously, and to show us what was right.  Jesus did not get irritated with the Greeks and the Romans.  If a Greek way of thinking was right, then it was right.  If a Roman law was good then it was good.  But if the way the Greeks or the Romans behaved was bad, then that was sin.  The same applied to the Jews.  If they did what God wanted, they did well.  If they did what God did not like, then they failed, however religious they might be.
What is law for?  Why did God give Moses all those laws, laws for the soul and laws for the nation?  Why do religious people become strict about laws?

God used Moses to show us what is right and what is wrong.  Even the Romans realised that people must be taught what they should do and what they must not do.  The Greeks taught us how to think, how to use our minds, but the Romans realised that whatever we think, we still need to control the way we behave.  
Of course, God’s laws are better than man’s laws.  God’s laws show us the way to heaven and to eternal life.  God’s laws show us how to live a clean life and have a clear conscience.  God said that if we keep the laws Moses gave us, he will look after us and hear our prayers.  When we do what God says we know that we have done the right thing, whatever happens and whatever other people say.  
We must keep all the laws, for they apply to every person in the world.  The point of these laws is that we must love one another.  Man’s laws tell us not to harm or hurt one another, but God’s laws tell us to be kind and good to one another.
We also need to understand the laws that applied to the Israelites and the Jews.  We should make a point of studying those old laws and customs.  The point of those laws is that we must love and obey God.  Those laws give us ideas of what God is like and what he wants.  We call those ideas principles.  Once we get God’s principles right, we can have a good friendship or relationship with God.  When we understand the Israelite laws, we can see the point of those rules that are now strange to us.  We can then discover the principles that are in those laws.  If we can see what those laws were for, we shall be able to understand the wisdom of them all.  
The laws of Moses will help us get to know God.  They help us to get closer to God as a friend and a leader, and they show us how to do better in life.  But we do not need to listen to all the rules that people made up to get us to do what they want us to do.  We must never allow people to put us off loving and obeying God.  God comes first.  God comes before people.  Sometimes it is very difficult to put God first.  The more we study God’s ancient laws, and the better we get to know them, the easier it will be for us to become faithful to God.
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Before we look at Luke chapter 6 we should go back a bit into chapter 5.
Luke 5.17-26  A paralysed man.
One day a paralysed man was carried to Jesus on his mattress.  There was a huge crowd there, including a number of Pharisees.  
The first thing Jesus said to the paralysed man was, “Your sins are forgiven.”  The Pharisees did not like that.  They thought that only God could forgive someone’s sins.  In fact, they were right.  What they thought was true.  That was the law.
But Jesus saw something else.  He saw that this man and those who carried him were believers.  He also saw that something was troubling this paralysed man.  His conscience was bothering him.  He needed God’s forgiveness as well as whatever help he could get in his paralysed state.

So Jesus turned to the Pharisees.  He knew what they were thinking.  He said to them, True, only God can forgive sins.  But it’s also true that only God can put this man back on his feet again.  
Then to show them that God was using him to forgive and to heal, he told the poor man:  Get up!  You can even roll up your mattress and carry it home yourself.  
And the man did exactly that, right in front of that huge crowd of people.
We learn from this, first, that the law says that only God can forgive our sins.  We cannot wipe them out ourselves.  No one else can get our sins out of our conscience.

But the law also says that we must help people who have fallen into sin and got into suffering.  We must do what we can to help them.  We must love them.  We must encourage them.  We must use God’s power for their good, where they want God’s help.

We must NOT just criticise and argue.
On top of that, by forgiving the young man who could not walk, and then giving him the strength to be able to carry home the bedding he had been carried on, Jesus showed that he was doing what only God could do.  Jesus was therefore like God.  That is what ‘Son of God’ means.

Luke 5.27-32  A tax collector.
Some Jews worked for the Roman government.  This made them unpopular with most Jewish people.  If they worked in the tax department, they were hated by everyone.  There job was to get taxes out of their own people to pay to the Romans.  They were regarded as dirt!  
One day Jesus saw a Jewish tax official who was different.  Although his work was unpopular, he was a decent man, and a believer in God.  Jesus invited him to become one of his disciples.  The man promptly accepted the invitation.  He resigned his job straight away.  
Then he in turn invited Jesus to a meal to meet his friends.  There were other people in the tax department that would benefit from meeting Jesus and being able to listen to him and talk to him.  During that meal some Pharisees turned up and criticised Jesus for being so friendly towards people who cheated, lied, bullied and forced people to pay what they could not really afford.  The Pharisees were right.  That is what those tax collectors did.  They really were dirt!
The reason why the law of Moses said that the nation of Israel was not to eat with crooks and such-like sinners was so that they would not become like them.  Good friends help us live good lives.  Bad company breeds bad behaviour.  Other people do influence us.  If we stay away from baddies we shall not be tempted to become like them.  If we get friendly with them, we are going to learn some bad habits and ways.  

But Jesus saw something else that the law of Moses says.  People need our help.  Sinners need us the way a sick person needs a doctor.  We know what’s right.  Sinners are confused.  They need us to show them what is right.  They need us to show them the answer to sin.  But we shall be of no use to them at all if we just hate them.  To do them any good we must first of all be friendly.  They must be able to see that we really are there for them.  They know the difference between a smile and a frown on our face or in our attitude.  A frown will only put them off.  A friendly kindness could get them to trust us and open up to us.  
That’s what the law of Moses wanted the Israelite nation to do for the world.

By the way, the tax collector that Jesus called became the Apostle Matthew.  He wrote the gospel that stands first in the Bible’s New Testament.  No Pharisee who criticised Jesus for having a meal with Matthew and his friends wrote anything for the Bible.
Luke 5.33-39  Some believers fast.
The Pharisees spotted a weakness in the religion of the disciples of Jesus.  They did not fast as they should.  Fasting means going without food, missing meals, in order to concentrate on praying.  Fasting means to be serious about praying about problems.  Here was a point where Jesus’ followers were not doing so well.  Even John the Baptist’s disciples practiced fasting.  So, of course, did the Pharisees.  They were strong on fasting, better than anyone else.  They felt that the fact that Jesus’ disciples were failing in this duty meant, of course, that their teacher was not doing his job properly.
The law of Moses does not tell us that we have to fast.  The only time God told the Jews to fast was on one day in the whole year.  That was the Day of Atonement.  But the Bible does tell us to pray, and to keep on praying.  Since praying is not always easy, and is not easy to keep up, we need help to do that.  One form of help to get us to find time to pray is to fast.  The Pharisees believed that if you are trained to fast, which is not easy, then you will be more likely to pray.  It’s like setting an alarm clock to help you get out of bed early in the morning.
Jesus points out that it’s no use making yourself fast at fixed times.  If you are invited to a wedding, you cannot fast.  You are there to celebrate.  There are times when you cannot pray.  In fact, there are times when you should not pray.  You should not pray in front of other people to show them that you know how to pray.  You don’t pray just to prove a point.  You pray to get God’s help.  The time will come when you have a big problem and need God’s help.  That is when fasting will be useful.  It will help you to pray, whether for yourself or for someone else.  But if you force yourself to fast because other people expect you to fast it is going to weaken your praying, not strengthen it.  If you make yourself fast so that you can feel good about what you can do, you will wreck your prayers.  You will be fasting and praying but God will not be listening.  To set the alarm clock early because you have to do something important is useful.  To set it so that you can prove that you can get up early is useless, especially if we switch it off and go back to sleep.  Fasting is what we feel like doing when we are really worried or upset.  One can easily go without food for a while if there is good reason to do so.  Fasting can mean that one has nothing to eat, or that one eats less than usual.  It could also mean that one does not eat certain things such as sweets or meat.  It can even mean that one drinks nothing other than plain water.  But, the point is that one concentrates on praying.  What you don’t eat or drink, and for how long, is not important.  It’s not even worth talking about; what matters in a big way is praying.
Jesus said that when you pray it is not how you pray that is important.  What counts is that God answers your prayers.  Once you have tasted how good God is, you will not end up wondering what you should do or how to do it.  The thing that matters is that we can tell God our problems, and talk to him about the struggles of others.  If God listens it means that our praying was alright.  Then we don’t need to be told how to pray.
Now we come to chapter 6.  The Pharisees did not learn anything from Jesus.  They now see him as an enemy.  They want to prove him wrong in some way.  They will try to get at him.  

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT:  MATTHEW AND LUKE

Luke’s account of this sermon by Jesus has quite a lot in common with Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount (Matthew chapters 5-7.)  There are also quite a lot of differences.  Luke and Matthew may be talking about the same sermon, or they may be talking about two different sermons.  In that case Jesus was repeating parts of his sermon on another occasion.  
We must remember that both Luke and Matthew were writing many years after Jesus had preached.  Matthew was there, and was writing from memory.  Luke was not there, but had listened to someone who had been there.  If you told a story today, and then told it again twenty years later, you would not tell it in exactly the same way.  If two people heard a story and then told it to their friends they would not tell it in exactly the same way.  Matthew was telling the sermon to Jewish believers, while Luke was telling it to a Roman official who was also a believer in Jesus.  On top of that, Jesus would spend hours teaching crowds of people.  He would have said a lot more than what either Matthew or Luke wrote for us.  No one could remember everything that Jesus said, but they certainly remembered what was for them the important parts of his message.  What Matthew remembered of this sermon took him three chapters to write.  What Luke learnt about Jesus’ sermon took him less than one chapter to write.
These are the sort of things that make their writings different.  Yet both are clearly telling us what Jesus was teaching.  Both are telling the truth.  Both are very reliable.
Both begin with a list of “beatitudes” and end with the parable of the wise and the foolish builders.  But even the beatitudes and the builders are not exactly the same.  In Luke the wise builder dug down deep through the soil to reach the rock.  In Matthew the wise builder just built his house on the rock.  But both writers are clearly telling the same story.  Luke is just giving us a little more detail than Matthew does.  We often do that sort of thing: someone gives a little more detail than someone else.
In the case of the beatitudes there are also some differences.  Luke says, “Blessed are the poor.”  But now it is Matthew’s turn to give a little bit more detail: he says, “Blessed are the poor, in spirit.”  Both are talking about the same thing.  Matthew tells us that God blesses the poor in their spirit.  To be blessed in our spirit is worth far, far more than to be rich and wealthy.  A good spirit in a poor man is much more valuable than a lot of money that a wealthy man has.  But both are saying that God is more precious to some poor folk than he is to some rich people.
Actually, how we read our Bible is also different.  As we read our Bible over and over, and as we get older, we see more and more of what it is saying.  We keep on learning.  The Bible speaks to us one way when we are young, and another way when we get old.  It says one thing clearly when we are in trouble; it says something else, in a different way, when we are feeling happy and thankful to God.  Different people need to learn different things from God and the Bible at different times.  God speaks to us in different ways in the Bible.  What we should do, and need to do, is to keeping on reading it.  
The Bible is God speaking to us.
6.1-5  THE LORD OF THE SABBATH

It just so happened 1one Sabbath day that Jesus was going through some fields of crops.  The grain was ripe.  2His disciples picked some and ate the grain.  To do this they were 3busy rubbing the grain in their hands to get the husks off.

But some Pharisees said:  Why are you doing 4what is unlawful on the Sabbath?  You should not be doing that.
Jesus himself answered them.  He said:  5Don’t you read your Bible?  Have you not read how 6David provided for himself when he was in need and hungry?  He did this not only for himself 7but also for the men who were with him.

Did you not read in the Bible how David went into the House of God and helped himself to the Holy Bread that was used for worship?  According to the Law of Moses only the priests were allowed to eat that bread.  But David also gave it to his friends who were with him.

Jesus also told them:  You must understand that I am the Lord of the Sabbath.  Yes, 8the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath.
1one Sabbath day:  The Sabbath day was very important for the Jews.  It was a key part of their religion.  There were several important reasons for this.  First, was the fact that God rested on the seventh day when he created the world and the skies, and everything in them.  Secondly, keeping the Sabbath was one of the Ten Commandments.  Thirdly, when the prophets of God, in the Old Testament, were preaching against the sins of Israel and Judah, they pointed out how God would punish them for breaking the Sabbath; it was important for God’s people to keep the Sabbath.  To neglect the Sabbath was to rebel against God.  
When the Jews turned back to God during the Babylonian exile, they decided that in future they were going to be faithful to God.  They were going to keep his commandments.  
The important thing about keeping the Sabbath was that it was the Sabbath that showed, most clearly, who God’s people were.  The Jews, who kept the commandment to keep the Sabbath, were clearly God’s people.  The Sabbath made them different from all the other nations.  The Jews became very proud of their Sabbath Day, and grew to be very jealous about it.  It was something very special and very, very important to them.

2His disciples picked some:  Any Jew was allowed to help himself to any of a farmer’s crops.  He could eat anything.  What he was not allowed to do was to take some away with him.  Eating was a privilege; it was not stealing.  But to take some home, or worse, to take a load in order to sell it, was not allowed.
3busy rubbing the grain in their hands:  Whether the crops were barley or wheat, the grains were covered by, and protected by, husks.  To eat the grain, one had to remove the husks.  It was rather like peeling a banana or an orange.  The simple way the husks were removed was by rubbing the grain in its husks.  The husks were thin and brittle and would then break off the grain.
4what is unlawful on the Sabbath?  You should not be doing that:  
The rules that the Jews made for keeping the Sabbath were very strict.  No work whatsoever was to be done on that holy day.  So, strictly speaking, harvesting grain was work.  Even if they were eating only a little, to the Jews it was nevertheless work.  That’s what the Jewish leaders taught, and that is what the Jewish people believed and practiced.
5Don’t you read your Bible:    Jesus was the nation’s greatest expert on Holy Scripture.  All attempts by the Jews to criticise his teachings failed hopelessly because he knew his Bible so well.  Here once again Jesus is showing his critics that they don’t really know their Bible that well.  Jesus had noticed something in the Bible that the Jewish leaders and teachers had never seen, never realised, and never understood.
When Jesus said: Don’t you read your Bible? he really meant: You don’t read your Bible very well, do you?  This is the essence of the religious war between the Pharisees and Jesus.  Even nowadays there is lots of arguing about how to understand parts of the Bible.  This can also include arguing about the Sabbath.  Instead of arguing about it, we must keep it.
6David provided for himself when he was in need:  At that time David was desperately running away from King Saul who wanted to kill him.  He and his few men were in great danger.  There came a point where they got very hungry.  At that stage they were near the tabernacle, the place where the nation worshiped God.  In the Holy Place were some fresh loaves of bread, which were put there each day to remind the people of Israel that it is God who provides them with their daily bread.  The next week they would be replaced by fresh bread, and the priests would take the bread of the previous week, and eat it themselves.  But by the law of Moses, only the priests were allowed to eat this bread.  That was to demonstrate how holy it was; it was of God.
But since David and his men were in such great need of some food, David went into the Holy Place and helped himself to the holy bread.  What Jesus could clearly see here was the place that there is in God’s laws for flexibility.  There do come times when we have to face a crisis.  In that case we must do what we need to do, rather than stick rigidly to rules.  God’s laws are meant to make life better for us, not to cause us trouble and frustration and confusion.   Laws are not to tie our hands behind our back when we have a desperate situation.  Even the Jews said that if one’s animal got into trouble on the Sabbath day, one could go and rescue it.  That sort of work was allowed.  It was an exception to the rule.
7but also for the men:  Now Jesus is making his point very clear.  If David took that bread, it might be argued that since he was anointed by God, and a prophet, that he could get away with it.  But David handed that holy bread out to his companions.  This was definitely breaking the law of Moses.  Yet God, and Scripture, do not condemn what David did, because it was a crisis.  David had no other choice.
We have another example of this kind of flexibility when Joshua sent men to spy on Jericho.  They went into Rahab’s house.  When the police were informed of this and went to arrest them, Rahab, who had hidden them, told the police that they had left.  By doing this she was saving their lives.  It was a crisis, so she told a lie to save God’s men from death.  Laws are for our good, but they do not prevent us from finding a way to face a crisis.  Or again, people fighting in a war have to kill.
8the Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath:  The Jews tried to keep the Sabbath, but in the process they made so many rules about how to keep it properly that it became a big problem for people.  Ordinary people ended up being scared of breaking any rule.  The result is that for many people the Sabbath was a problem, not a help.  The Jews got themselves all tied up in knots. 
Jesus calls himself the Son of Man.  That means that he is a human being who came to make life better for us.  Lord of the Sabbath means that he knows what he is talking about and what he is doing where keeping God’s Sabbath is concerned.  He is our Lord who can lead us to get keeping the Sabbath the right way, the way God meant it to be kept.  The Sabbath is not something to tie us down; it is something to make life better for us.  That is what Jesus focused on.  And he knew exactly what he was doing.  If we follow him, keeping the Sabbath will be an important blessing to us, and keeping it will mark us out as the people of God.
Lord of the Sabbath means that Jesus is the boss where keeping the Sabbath is concerned.  He is in control of what we do and don’t do.  He decides what is right and acceptable to God.  He alone authorises exceptions to the rule.  He upholds the true Sabbath, the holy Sabbath of God.  He had the authority to decide what man-made rules about Sabbath-keeping were unnecessary and unacceptable.
6.6-7  JESUS AND THE EXPERTS

Something else like this happened on the next Sabbath Day.  Jesus went to the synagogue.  He was there to teach.  There was a man there 1whose right hand was paralysed.  It was withered up and useless.

But 2the experts in the law and the Pharisees had it in for Jesus.  3They watched him suspiciously to see 4whether he would heal this man on the Sabbath.  What they were trying to do was to find some reason to charge him for breaking the Law.

1whose right hand was paralysed:  Of course this case would have interested Luke who was a doctor.  That is why he is the only gospel writer to tell us that it was the man’s right hand.  The fact that it was his right hand makes it clear that the man could not do proper work.  He was handicapped.  He would have to depend on other people.

2the experts in the law:  The previous Sabbath the Pharisees had discovered that they were dealing with a very clever man.  So now they brought in the experts to help them.

These experts were called the Scribes, which meant secretaries.  These Secretaries were very important people.  The Pharisees were the ones who taught the people about the Law, but the Scribes, or Secretaries, taught the Pharisees.  They were highly trained in the Bible.  They were like lawyers or advocates.  Even the Parliament, or Sanhedrin [san-hee-drin] would turn to them for advice when looking into difficult problems.  The main work of these secretaries or scribes was to explain how to understand the Law of Moses.  What was allowed, and what was not allowed?  What exactly did God’s laws mean?  The Scribes were supposed to have all the answers.  They were the nation’s experts, very learned men, what we would call Professors.
3They watched him suspiciously:  Luke makes it clear that the only thing they were interested in was to catch Jesus out.  They were looking for a good reason to arrest him and take him to court.  They wanted him condemned and put out of action.  Actually, they wanted to get rid of him.  They were looking for a way to get him killed.  In those days there was such a thing as a death sentence.  Breaking God’s law was a very serious crime.  God had told Moses to impose the death sentence on some serious cases of breaking God’s laws.  There was no need, and no excuse, for anyone to break God’s Ten Commandments.

4whether he would heal this man on the Sabbath:  According to the Jewish secretaries a doctor should not treat a patient on the Sabbath Day.  If the person was dangerously ill or injured, that was different.  The doctor could work on him to save his life.  But if the injury or illness could wait until the next day, then it should wait.  We have the same thing in our time.  Doctors or nurses will always help or work on the Sabbath if there is an emergency.  But if the problem can wait until the next day, it should be left until then.  Doctors and nurses need a break and a rest.  

The difference between us and those ancient Jews is that this rule was a law.  A doctor and his patient in those days could be punished for breaking it.

In fact, Jesus did not normally heal people on the Sabbath.  He would not heal large numbers of sick people.  But there were exceptions, like this man with the useless hand.  Jesus did help certain individuals on the Sabbath.  If someone had a serious need, Jesus could not just ignore him, as the religious leaders did.

But actually, there was another more important reason why they challenged Jesus for healing this man on the Sabbath.  Whenever the Jewish leaders tried to argue with Jesus, they always came off second-best.  While they were well trained in the Jewish culture, Jesus knew the Bible far better than all of them.  So eventually they came to see that the only way they were going to find fault with what Jesus taught and did, was over the Sabbath.  
Their argument was not based on Scripture.  It was based on tradition.  What gave them authority and confidence was the fact that everyone kept the Sabbath the way they had been taught by their leaders and professors.  So they had the whole of society on their side, to out-vote Jesus.  
But Jesus’ approach was based on two things:  What the Bible said, and what would help people.  This was entirely lacking in the approach that the Jewish leaders and instructors took.  They had so many rules to follow that they could not get back to what the Bible simply and plainly said about keeping the Sabbath.  They could not give up their rules, especially because the whole of society was keeping them.  This helped them to control everybody’s lives.  And to them getting the better of Jesus was much more important than helping those who were suffering.  Their rules came before people’s needs.
Jesus disagreed with them.  His approach was to get back to what the Bible taught, and to help people where we can.
6.8-11  JESUS CHALLENGES HIS ENEMIES

Jesus was well-aware of what the Scribes and Pharisees were up to.  So he decided to 1challenge them openly.  He gave an order to the man whose hand was withered and useless.  Jesus said:  Get up, and come and stand here in the centre, in front of everyone.  The man did what Jesus told him to do.  He got up and came and stood there.

Then Jesus spoke to the Scribes and Pharisees.  He spoke openly to them in front of all the people.  He said:  
I want to ask you a simple question:  Does the law about the Sabbath allow you to do something good to people?  Or does it prevent you helping anyone?  Is the Sabbath about saving people’s souls, or has it become something that spoils people’s happiness?  Is it to look after people and make them better?  Or is it to ruin people by leaving them to be miserable and to lose them?  Tell me, what is the Sabbath for?  What does God want us to do?  Where does the law of God say that I cannot help this man?  Answer me!

Jesus looked around at all of them to see if anyone was going to answer him.  No one did.  No one dared to!  Then Jesus spoke to the man:  Hold out your hand!  The man did that, and his hand was healed.  It was restored to its original healthy and useful state.  It was done in front of the whole church or synagogue.

But the result was that what Jesus did made the Scribes and Pharisees furious.  2They were driven mad with anger.  They worked themselves up into a state, and began to talk to one another about what they could possibly do to Jesus.

1challenge them openly:  When you want to do something that is right, it is easy to do it openly, in front of people.  When you want to do something wrong and sneaky, the last thing you want is to do it publicly.

Jesus showed us two useful lessons:

Jesus showed us two useful lessons:

- He was not scared of all these experts and leaders.  When you know you are right, do not be afraid of people, not even if they are important or powerful or experts.  Jesus was not worried about “rocking the boat” or “causing trouble” with people who were interested only in themselves.  He was concerned about this man’s future.

- To Jesus this man and his needs were more important than all those important people and what they might think of him.  He would not let their sour attitude stop him helping someone who had a real need.

2They were driven mad with anger:  People hate being proved wrong, especially in front of other people.  That kind of hatred can make them want to do crazy things.

One of the amazing things about the gospels is how opposition to Jesus built up among the religious leaders.  Why did they hate him so much?  They kept on arguing with him, but never won any of those arguments.  So they then decided to get rid of him.  They began to plan to get him killed.  How could they think of killing a man who was doing so much good?  

Today there are also many, many people who argue against Jesus and his teachings.  There are also many who hate him so much that they would kill Christians if they could.  In some cases they do actually kill them.  We live in a mad and very bad world.  

But that is the world that Jesus came to save.  He gave his life for it.  He came to save those who want a better life.

6.12  JESUS PRAYS ALL NIGHT

In those days something else happened.  Jesus left his work among people and went off alone up a hill.  He wanted 1to pray.  He spent the whole night in prayer to God.

1to pray:  (1)  Jesus prayed the whole night.  That shows us two things.  The Scribes and Pharisees were very bitter about Jesus.  They had become his enemies, and they were very powerful and dangerous people.  Jesus needed God’s help and support and protection.  He needed wisdom and courage from God.  

Jesus also needed guidance from God because he was now going to choose the twelve apostles.  He had lots of disciples but he wanted just twelve apostles.  Obviously if he was now in danger, his apostles would also be in danger.  Jesus needed to be very careful whom he chose for that difficult and dangerous work.  It cost him the whole night to communicate with God about the danger from the Scribes and Pharisees, and about deciding who his twelve apostles should be.

(2)  What is praying?  How does one pray?  Everyone should learn how to pray.  The one thing that is certain in this life is that sooner or later we shall all need to pray.  God made us, and sometime or other we are going to need him or want him.

Praying is two things:  It is listening to God, and it is talking to God.  We call that communicating with God.  Prayer is communicating with God.

When you talk to God he wants to know that what you say and mean is genuine and honest.  He wants you to be open with him.  You must speak to him with integrity, with respect, and you must stick to the truth.  We can bluff people.  We may even end up bluffing ourselves.  But we must never try to bluff God in any way – because, of course, we cannot.  

When we talk to God we must believe in him.  That belief must be deep down in our heart and in our soul.  We must trust him.  Even when we do not know what to do, we must have confidence in him.  God does not just listen to what we say.  He listens to what we think.  He tunes in to how we feel.  When what we feel and think is right and proper, then God listens to our prayer.  When we deeply regret our sins and failings, God regards that as right and proper.
The most important part of praying is to listen to God.  God speaks to us through the Bible.  If we listen to the Bible and obey what it tells us to do, God will also speak to us through his Spirit.  That is a mystery and a little miracle.  The Bible shows us two things:  

It tells us what is right and what is wrong.  

It shows us how to trust and love God.  

We need to read it every day.  Then we can pray when we need to.  

If we listen to God, he will listen to us.

Yet God is so kind that sometimes he is willing to listen to us, even if we have not listened to him.

But, if he does that then we must start to listen to him and to go on listening to him.  Otherwise, things are going to get worse for us, even if God has been kind to us.

Always remember that no one can help us the way God does.  Always remember that!

6.13-16  JESUS CHOOSES TWELVE APOSTLES

When morning dawned Jesus called his 1disciples to him.  He then chose 2twelve of them and gave them the responsibility of being 1apostles.

The first apostle was Simon whom Jesus also named Peter.  Then there was Andrew who was Peter’s brother.  Then there were the brothers James and John.  There was also Philip and Bartholomew. 

Then there was also Matthew and Thomas.  There was another apostle who was also called James, another who was also called Simon.

On top of that there were two disciples who were both named Judas.  One Judas had a father called James, while the other one was Judas Iscariot, who turned out to be a traitor.  He eventually betrayed Jesus to the authorities so that they could secretly arrest him, and get him put to death.  (So there were two Simons, two called James, and two who were Judas.  This made up half of the twelve apostles.)

1disciples and 1apostles:  A disciple is someone who listens to a teacher and learns from him.  A disciple is a learner who trusts and supports his teacher.  A disciple follows his master.

An apostle is someone that the Lord sends out to teach for him.  While a disciple is a learner, an apostle is a teacher.  He has been trained how to carry on the work that the Master had been doing.  Apostles are leaders and disciples are followers and supporters.  The apostles knew Jesus very well.  They had been with him from the time he was baptised until he went back up to heaven.  They had spent a lot of time listening to his teaching and preaching.  Jesus had taught them a lot, much more than we read about in the gospels, and the apostles had learnt a lot from him.  They had become experts or professors in their understanding of what Jesus had come into the world to get done.  The day of Pentecost, nearly two months after Jesus had gone back to heaven, was a glorious graduation day for the apostles.  They were filled with God’s Holy Spirit, sent to them from heaven by Jesus.
2twelve:  Why did Jesus choose 12 apostles?  This really goes back to the twelve tribes of Israel.  After the death of King Solomon Israel divided into two main groups that kept fighting each other.  In the north were the tribes under the leadership of the tribe of Ephraim that became known as Israel.  In the south was the strongest tribe, which was Judah, who later on became known as the Jews.  The empire of Assyria conquered Israel and took its people away to slavery.  The Assyrians then brought the Samaritans whom they had also conquered, to take their place between Galilee in the north, and Judea in the south. 
 Over 100 years later the empire of Babylonia conquered Judah and took most of its people away into exile.  But when the empire of the Persians conquered Babylon 70 years later, the Jews were allowed to go back to Judaea.  The Jews were then all that was left of the Twelve Tribes of Israel.

When Jesus came, he not only wanted to save the Jews.  He also wanted to save the Gentiles.  He wants to save all the nations of the world.  On top of that he also came to save the lost tribes of Israel.  The book of Revelation, at the end of the Bible, makes that clear.  There will be people from the twelve tribes of Israel in heaven.  

The twelve apostles would be trained to continue Jesus’ work after he had gone back to heaven.  But they are also going to be leaders of the tribes of Israel in heaven.  

We know that Jesus wanted there to be twelve apostles.  Peter knew Jesus very well.  After Judas had died Peter said that he must be replaced as an apostle.  The Bible said so.  But Peter also knew that Jesus had wanted twelve apostles, not just eleven.  Jesus came to save people.  Twelve is a sign that Jesus has not lost anyone.  He is proud of that!  And we are blessed because of that.

THE TWELVE APOSTLES:

We do not know much about all twelve apostles.  Just to get to know them a bit better, here is a little information about each one.  All twelve of them were ordinary people.  They were so ordinary that we do not normally call them Apostle Peter or Apostle John or Apostle James.  We call kings or queens, and presidents, or judges and generals by their title.  So we should really call them Apostle So-n-so, for that is what the Lord Jesus Christ made them.  Instead, everyone just calls them Peter, James or John.  Even children do that.  The reason for this is that they were ordinary, down-to-earth men.  They did not have titles or college degrees or any form of greatness.  They were not celebrities or stars in any way.  They were just good, normal human beings.  The one great thing about them was that they loved God and believed in Jesus Christ, and were trained by him.  
SIMON PETER:  The Apostle Peter was the leader of the apostles.  Jesus gave him the name Peter (English) or Petros (Greek) or Cephas (Hebrew) [ke-fis], which means “a rock.”  This was because Christ would use him to build the Christian church.  A rock simply means a good, useful man that God could rely on.  The other apostles could also rely on Peter as their leader, and so can we.  He began his career as a fisherman.  He became one of Jesus’ closest friends, and ended up as the first leader of the church of Christ in the whole world.  He wrote two books in the Bible:  1 Peter and 2 Peter.  He was put to death for his faith at the time when Nero the Roman emperor was persecuting Christians.  This was about 35 years after Jesus was put to death.  By that time Peter was leader of the Christians in Rome, the capital of the world.
ANDREW:  The Apostle Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist to begin with.  From John he learnt that Jesus was the Messiah.  After Andrew met Jesus, he went and got Peter to meet Jesus.  Andrew was Peter’s brother and a fisherman who fished with Peter.  They lived together on the northern shore of the lake of Galilee, first in Bethsaida [bet-sa-ee-da] and then in Capernaum [ka-per-nee-im].  Bethsaida is just to the east of where the upper Jordan River flows into the Lake of Galilee.  Capernaum is just to the west of the river.  The name Andrew comes from the Greek word “Andros.”  Andros is “a man.”  So Andrew means “manly.”  It seems that Andrew was also put to death, or martyred, for his faith in Christ, somewhere in Greece.  
JAMES:  The Apostle James began his career as a fisherman.  His father owned a fishing business and James left it to train and work with Jesus the Preacher.  James, like Peter, also became one of Jesus’ closest friends.  He had a strong personality and sometimes got angry.  The great tragedy in his life is that about 15 years after Jesus’ death, James was killed by King Herod of the Jews.  This was Herod Agrippa [a-grip-a], the son of the Herod who tried to kill Jesus when he was a baby whom the wise men came to worship.

JOHN:  The Apostle John was the brother of James.  John was also in the fishing business with his dad.  Like James, John could also be hot-tempered.  He was not someone you would like to argue with.  But, as with Peter and James, he was the third disciple who became one of Jesus’ three closest friends.  So close was John to Jesus that when Jesus was crucified, dying on the cross, he asked John to look after his mother Mary for him in future.  This was despite the fact that Mary had a number of sons and daughters.  John probably lived longer than any other apostle, although he did suffer for his faith.  He began life as an angry young man but ended up as the gentlest father of God’s people that you can imagine.  He was in charge of the churches in western Turkey.  He wrote the fourth gospel, and three letters in the Bible, and the last book of the Bible, which is Revelation.

John is important because when he was an old man he wrote about a new problem.  Lots of people around the world of those days were coming to believe in Jesus.  But John saw that what they were doing was to believe only what they wanted to.  They believed what they thought other people would find acceptable.  They believed either that Jesus was a real man and a great hero, or they believed that he was God.  If he was God he could only look like a man.  He could not really be a true man.  John and the other apostles had learnt that Jesus is both a real man as well as being truly God.  We have to believe that in order to get right with God.  Half believing that God sent his Son to be our Saviour and Lord just will NOT do!
PHILIP:  The Apostle Philip lived in the same town as Peter and Andrew.  Philip is not the same person as the Philip we read about in Acts 8.  That Philip, a church deacon, met the Ethiopian Minister of Finance and helped him to believe in Christ.  But this Philip, the apostle, invited Nathanael [n’than-ee-l] to come to meet Jesus.  Although Nathanael had a poor opinion of anyone who came from Nazareth, where Jesus first lived, he was immediately and absolutely converted to faith in Jesus, thanks to Philip’s invitation.  It seems to the experts of church history very likely that Philip died for his faith.

BARTHOLOMEW:  The Apostle Bartholomew could very well be the same person as Nathanael.  It may be possible that Nathanael was his first name and Bartholomew was his surname.  Just as someone who is “John Brown” might be called John by his friends and Brown by the school teachers, so Bartholomew could have been called either by his first name or his surname.  The name “Bar” means “son of.”  It’s the same as “Ben.”  Bartholomew is an apostle who is never mentioned again in the gospels or the New Testament.  We know nothing about him from the Bible.  But when Philip took him to meet Jesus, and Jesus saw him coming, he said, “Here comes a really good man.  He is honest and genuine.  He is a man of integrity.  He’s one of the best!  Nathanael asked Jesus:  How do you know me?  Jesus replied, I have been reading your thoughts!  Nathan was stunned!  He realised immediately that Jesus was the Son of God.  

However, we are not completely sure whether Bartholomew was Nathanael.  We also think that he died for his faith, but we also do not know this for sure.

MATTHEW:  The Apostle Matthew was a Jew who was also known as Levi.  Matthew worked in the fishing town of Capernaum.  He worked for the Roman government as a collector of taxes.  He made sure that the fishermen like Peter and Andrew and James and John and their dad paid their taxes.  This was not a nice job.  The Jews hated tax collectors so much that they were never allowed to be elected for any important position in Jewish society.  But collecting taxes, with the help of the Roman police, made Matthew a wealthy man.  The Jews hated paying taxes to the Romans.  The Romans were ruthless.  They did not care about the Jews.  The tax collectors who worked for the Romans had to be ruthless too.  When Jesus called Matthew to come and work for him, he gave up his very profitable tax business to go with Jesus.  Just like that!  How Matthew fitted in with the other apostles who did not like tax collectors says a lot about what sort of leader Jesus was.  Matthew ended up writing the first gospel in the New Testament.  For many years after Jesus had gone back to heaven, Matthew was, by far, the most popular gospel among Christians.  The faith of most early Christians was cultivated mainly by the gospel of Matthew.
THOMAS:  The Apostle Thomas also had another name, which was Twin.  But who his twin was, we have no idea.  What we do know is that he was very faithful to Jesus, and a very brave man.  This is why it is so amazing that he has got the nickname in the Christian church of “Doubting Thomas.”  He was anything but a doubter.  But this shows us clearly what an utter and absolute shock the resurrection of Jesus from the dead was to all the apostles.  When Jesus rose from the dead, and the women reported this to the disciples, all of them doubted it very much.  They rejected the idea until Jesus met them and proved that he was really alive as a genuine man.  But Thomas was absent at that meeting.  When the others told him that they had actually seen Jesus, and that it was true that he was alive, Thomas just could not believe it, in the same way that all the disciples could not believe that Jesus was alive when the women came to tell them that he was.  Thomas and the others had all watched Jesus die.  His death was horrid and terrible and extremely dreadful!  They were traumatised, shocked and shattered.  To think that he was now alive and well after a day in the grave was out of the question.  It was utterly impossible!  When Jesus came to Thomas, he converted him just by saying, “Come and shake my hand.  Come and take a close look at my scars.  You can touch them if you like.”  Thomas’ response was the exact opposite of doubting and disbelief.  He was stunned, and just said, “All I can say is that you are my Lord and my God!”

JAMES:  The other Apostle James was also known as James number two, or James the junior.  His dad’s name was Alf (Alphaeus [al-fee-is]) and his mother’s name was Mary.  This Mary was one of the women who were at the crucifixion of Jesus.  Then she was one of the three women who went and saw where Jesus was buried late on Friday afternoon.  They then came back to the tomb on Sunday morning to wrap up the body with spices.  They were utterly confused to find that the tomb was wide open and that the body had gone.  They were even more bewildered to be told by an angel that Jesus had risen from the dead.  Then her son James met Jesus, together with the other apostles (except Thomas, and Judas who was dead.)  One can imagine what a talk mother and son had about all that!

SIMON:  The other Apostle Simon was known as Simon the Zealot.  A zealot means someone with strong feelings and passion, a fanatic, an activist.  Simon hated the Romans.  He was dead against the politics and the religion of the Romans.  Three hundred years before the Greeks had conquered the Jews and ruled them.  The Greeks had tried to force the Jews to change their religion.  This only made the Jews more determined to stand up for their religion.  Eventually they decided to fight.  The Jews who fought guerrilla battles against the Greeks were known as the Maccabees.  Maccabee means “Hammer.”  The Maccabees did manage to hammer the Greeks.  They defeated them and won their independence for a while.  

But then the Romans under General Pompey conquered their country, about 60 years before Jesus was born.  Pompey was defeated in a civil war by Julius Caesar.  Caesar was assassinated, and Augustus and Mark Antony became co-rulers of the Roman empire.  Then another civil war broke out and Augustus Caesar defeated Mark Antony.  Augustus was the ruling emperor when Jesus was born.  

The Romans did not try to force the Jews to change their religion, but they ruled them firmly and without love.  They were cold and strict.  The Zealots tried in vain to fight them.  All their attacks failed.  But the tensions and fights went on until 40 years after the death of Jesus.  Then the Romans declared all-out war on them and destroyed Jerusalem.  

We can only imagine how Simon might have struggled to get on with Matthew who worked for the Romans.  But we can also imagine how Jesus got Simon and Matthew together and made them the best of friends for life and forever.  

It is possible that Simon also died as a martyr.

JUDAS:  The other Apostle Judas was also known by his other name Thaddaeus [ta-dee-is].  Thaddaeus was Judas’ surname.  Of course, having the same name as the Judas who betrayed Jesus must have been a big embarrassment for this Judas.  It was complicated by the fact that Judas was a very popular and loved name among the Jews.  The Greek name Judas came from the Hebrew name Judah, which was the tribe the Jews all came from.  So, after Judas had turned traitor on Jesus, this other Judas became known as Jude.

To make matters more complicated, there were not only two called James, two Simons and two who were Judas in Jesus’ small band of twelve apostles.  Jesus also had five brothers, the sons of Joseph and Mary.  The oldest was James, the next was Judas and the third was Simon.  Brother James eventually became the leader of the Jewish Christian church in Jerusalem.  He also wrote the book James in the Bible.  Brother Judas, also known as Jude, wrote a very short and interesting book in the Bible, which comes just before John’s book of Revelation.

JUDAS:  The ex-Apostle Judas was known as Judas Iscariot [is-karry-it].  While all the other apostles came from Galilee, we think that Judas came from Judea.  So, if this is correct, Judas would likely have been more of a Jew than the others.  The Jews who lived in Galilee lived alongside Gentiles.  Gentiles were unbelievers.  So those Jews were not as strict as the Jews who lived in Judea, nearer to the temple at Jerusalem.  The Jews in Galilee were regarded as second-class Jews, while the Jews in Judea were regarded as first-class Jews.  So the only ‘first-class’ Jew that Jesus chose to be his twelve disciples-cum-apostles, was the man who betrayed him to his enemies.  This is one of the great and sad mysteries in the Bible.
Judas was in charge of the apostles’ money.  Unfortunately, he was not honest with that money.  When he betrayed Jesus, he was paid by the Jewish religious leaders.  He was paid “30 pieces of silver.”  That was not a lot of money.  It was the sort of price that one paid for a slave in those days.  For an ordinary man it was about three months’ salary or wages.  
But once Judas knew that the leaders were going to kill Jesus he was horrified.  He tried to return the money, saying that he realised that Jesus was an innocent man.  But the leaders did not want the money back.  They had Jesus in their power, thanks to Judas’ treachery.  So Judas went and committed suicide because of what he had done.  After Jesus went back to heaven Judas’ place as the twelfth apostle was given to a man called MATTHIAS [ma-tigh-is].
Of course, the big question is why did Jesus choose Judas to be an apostle?  Why did God allow this?  The important thing is that Jesus did not come only to teach us.  He came to save us.  He came to save us from sin so that we could be raised from the dead and go to heaven.  The only thing that could possibly save us from all the sins that we have committed is a sacrifice.  The only kind of sacrifice that could really and truly undo all our sins completely and forever, is a perfect sacrifice.  The only perfect person in all history was Jesus.  God knew, and Jesus knew, that this sacrifice had to be made.  The Old Testament prophets were told by God to predict this.  God knew that the man Judas would betray Jesus.  God left him to do that because it had to be done to save us.  It was very, very brave of Jesus to have chosen Judas to be an apostle.  It was utterly amazing that he had Judas with him when he celebrated the Passover with his twelve closest friends, a few hours before he was arrested by the traitor Judas.  Jesus knew well beforehand that Judas was going to betray him, but he kept Judas among his friends right up to the last moment, the time when Judas slipped away to go and give Jesus away.
What we learn from this is that if an apostle could be dishonest, then any Christian leader could be dishonest.  We must never say that it cannot possibly happen to someone just because he is important.  It is quite possible for Christians to do sinful and even wicked things.

Being an apostle meant that these twelve men were with Jesus all the time.  They had been with Jesus from the time he had been baptised until he went back up to heaven.  They went everywhere with him.  They saw all the amazing things that he did for people.  They listened to all his preaching to the crowds.  Many of Jesus’ disciples gave up on him.  They found his teaching too hard for them, and they left him.  But these twelve men did not.  They believed in Jesus, and accept all his teaching, even that which was hard to understand and accept.  Jesus spent time teaching them.  He corrected their mistakes.  He answered all their questions.  He built up their confidence in God, their hopes for the Kingdom of God and their love for God and their love for people.  He got them fit and able to take over his work and continue it after he had gone back to heaven.

These twelve men changed history more than Alexander the Great or Julius Caesar or Charlemagne or Napoleon, or any other famous person.  When Jesus went back to heaven, they started a mission that carried the idea of hope for sinners to all the nations of the world.  They gave us the Bible, the greatest book of truth in the world.  From then until now many, many people have lived the way they taught us to live for God.  Many people have even faced death because of the good news that they explained to us.  They have made life worth living for anyone who is willing to listen to them.  There are huge numbers of people in heaven because these twelve men showed us how to get there.  Jesus Christ taught them the way, for our sake.
6.17-19  JESUS AND THE CROWDS

Once Jesus had chosen his team of twelve apostles, he came down to where there was a level space on the slope of the hill.  Here a lot of people were able to gather together.  There was 1a big crowd of his disciples.  There was also a huge number of people.  They had come 2all the way from Judaea and Jerusalem, and even from the north coast where the cities of Tyre and Sidon were.  

They came to learn from Jesus.  They also came to be cured from their diseases.  Even those who were 3tormented by bad spirits were restored to good normal health.

The whole crowd were trying to reach Jesus and actually 4put their hand on him.  They were doing this because a natural source of power was in him, and it was flowing out and curing everyone.

1a big crowd of his disciples:  Jesus had only twelve apostles, but he had a big crowd of disciples.  They belonged to him the way Christians belong to a church.  They loved his teaching and the wonderful things that he did, so they often followed him wherever he went.  
2all the way from Judaea and Jerusalem, and even from the north coast of Tyre and Sidon:  The people who came from Judea were Jews.  They came to listen to this teacher because they were serious about getting to know God and to understand the Bible better.  The people who came from Jerusalem were usually highly trained Jewish experts.  They knew that Jesus was a master teacher, and were keen to learn more from him.  They would have travelled over 150 kilometres to come to listen to him.  Jerusalem, of course, was the capital of Judea, the Jews’ capital city.  Many of these people were important or respected folk.

The people who came from the north coast of Tyre and Sidon were not Jews.  Tyre was about 75 kilometres away from Capernaum, where Jesus was.  Sidon was further north, about 100 kilometres away from Capernaum.  In those days Tyre and Sidon were big, wealthy sea-ports.  Many of their people were quite rich.

For all these people to walk all that way was a great effort.  They would have been on the road for a number of days.  Everyone was keen to listen to Jesus teach.

3tormented by bad spirits:  The problem when people have a demon or a bad spirit is the way such people behave.  It is difficult enough to look after someone who is sick or handicapped or frightened.  But people with an ugly spirit in them are wild and uncontrollable.  They are frightening.  They cause havoc for their family.  Not only do they suffer themselves but they cause suffering for others.  When Jesus chased the demons out and healed them there would have been huge relief for all concerned.

4put their hand on him:  Luke uses a special Greek word here.  It means more than just to touch Jesus.  The idea is that they took hold of Jesus’ hand or gripped his arm or perhaps placed their hand on his shoulder.  As they held onto him, God’s healing power flowed out of Jesus and into their bodies or their spirits.  When people go to a doctor, they have to explain to him what their problem is.  These people did not have to do that.  They just had to make contact with Jesus, and their problem was taken away.  This happened to lots and lots of people.

6.20-23  GOD’S BLESSINGS

Everyone was now well, so they were also interested in what Jesus had to say.  

So Jesus turned his attention to his disciples who wanted to listen to him.  He began to teach them:  I’ve got some good news for you, if you will turn to God and stay faithful to him.  It is that God likes to help people who are needy and badly treated.  He loves to rescue those who are desperate and helpless.  God will bless you!  When God sets up his perfect rule over the whole world it is people like you that he wants there.  You poor people are the sort of people that God wants in his kingdom.  He is not interested in most powerful, rich and famous people.  1Blessed are the poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

God also cares about people who are hungry and starved.  He loves to look after those who are so badly treated that they are desperate because they cannot have what they need.  Do not worry, and don’t panic!  God will bless you!  God shall see to it that you get all you need and all you want.  Just trust him and wait!  Blessed are those who are going hungry now, because you shall be satisfied.  God feels for people who are now mourning and crying.  He loves to surprise and comfort those who are being hurt and badly treated.  Do not despair, and don’t give up!  God will bless you!  God will make sure that you have the last laugh over the people who have caused you so much grief.  Blessed are those who are crying now, because you will end up laughing with happiness.

If you love God do not lose heart when people start to dislike you and hate you.  When they do that remember that God loves to protect and rescue those who love him.  Don’t get bitter when they treat you badly and insult you.  Don’t get depressed when they turn nasty and criticise you, and want nothing to do with you.  If they do these sorts of things to you because you stand up for me, then be sure of this:  God will bless you!  Blessed are you when people hate you, when they want nothing to do with you, and insult you.  You are blessed when people dismiss you and give you a bad reputation, for the sake of the Son of Man.

Whenever you get badly treated by people, you can afford to smile to yourself.  You then know that you are very special to God.  You can be proud of yourself.  So cheer up and face it all with courage!  In fact, you can even celebrate when this happens to you.  You can dance if you want to.  This is because God has a great reward lined up for you in heaven.  God is going to honour you.  You are going to be a hero there.  For these are the very same things that people long ago did to God’s prophets.
1Blessed:  This list of blessings is known as “The Beatitudes” [bee-a-ti-tudes].  Beatitudes are blessings or favours from God.

6.24-26  JESUS’ WARNINGS


I must add a warning:  Watch out, you people who are rich and well-off!  You think only of yourselves and you have everything you want.  Everyone treats you with respect and courtesy.  Well, make the most of it because that is all you are going to get out of life.
I want to warn you who have plenty to eat and not a care in the world.  You like to enjoy yourselves, and everyone who serves you is 1pleasant and polite, and you get anything you want.  But it will only be like this for now.  You are going to end up starving and suffering.  

I warn you, watch out if you are constantly laughing and having a good time with friendly people now.  Be careful if you are having all the fun you want.  You are going to end up sad and feeling very sorry for yourselves.  You will find yourselves crying, crying miserably and sobbing.

Look out when so many people are saying the nice sort of things about you that you want to hear.  Watch it when no one criticises you, or says what you don’t want to hear.  That is what unbelievers have always done for fortune-tellers and 2false prophets.  They made a fuss of them so that these ‘experts’ would say good things that people want them to say.

1pleasant and polite:  Of course, the main reason why so many people are pleasant and polite to rich people is because they can get more money from them than from ordinary people, as well as other advantages or benefits or privileges.

2false prophets:  Prophets were people who spoke for God.  God sent them to his people with a message.  False prophets were people who pretended that God had spoken to them.  They would tell people what people wanted to hear.  They would also tell rulers and important people and rich people what they too wanted to hear.  They would do this so as to get the support of the people, or the advantages and monies of their rulers.  False prophets could become popular and then wealthy.

6.27-31  JESUS TEACHES US:  LOVE YOUR ENEMIES


But to you who are listening to me, I want to say this:  Do good to people.  1Love even your enemies.  Show them kindness even though they have hurt you.  Treat them well even though they treat you badly.  Let them see that you have goodwill towards them even though they hate you.  Do good to them even if they dislike you and do you harm when you have done nothing wrong to them.  Act honourably towards them.  Always do what’s right.  Show them the proper way to behave.

Wish people well even if they say hurtful things about you.  Be friendly towards them even though their attitude towards you may be ugly.  Pray for them.  Pray for God to help them, even though they insult you and say nasty things to you.  Be kind!

Be careful how you react when someone hurts your feelings.  Rather let him do it again than become nasty towards him.  Control yourself.  Don’t get into a fight with anyone, even if he has been rude or unfair toward you.  And even if someone takes what belongs to you, remember that how you behave is more important than hanging onto what belongs to you.  If he has taken something he needs, let him keep it.  You can always afford to lose more than you think.  You cannot afford to be mean or horrible to people, especially those who are needy.  What matters is that you keep faith with God.  He can deal with trouble-makers.  Don’t get bitter!  Be patient with people.

Help people where you can.  Whenever someone with a problem asks for something, see what you can do.  If what you give helps that person, don’t keep asking for it back.  It does not really matter what you lose as long as someone else really benefits, especially if they are struggling.  Don’t be selfish.

The rule to aim at, which sums all this up, is this:  2What you would want others to do to you, is what you should do to them.  

1Love even your enemies.  This was one of the great things that Jesus taught his followers.  This rule was Christianity’s great gift to the world.  It is what really makes a Christian special to people.  This is how Christians should live.  

Unfortunately, many Christians do not listen properly to this rule, nor put it into practice.  Of course, it is very hard to do this.  The big temptation for all of us is to be nice to our friends, but to care nothing for others, and to be nasty to those who are nasty to us.  

But love for people is a test of how much we love God.  If we love him as we should, then we shall also love people as we should.  How we treat all people is a sign of how real our love for God truly is.  Do what is best.  Do what is honourable.  Do what you will be proud of.  Do what will make God proud of you.  This is the Christianity that Jesus taught his disciples.

2What you would want others to do to you is what you should do to them.  

Before Jesus, good people taught this:  

“What you DON’T want others to do to you is what you should NOT do to them.”

Jesus came up with something new and better:  

“What you DO want others to do to you is what you SHOULD DO to them.”

6.32-36  JESUS SAYS AGAIN:  LOVE YOUR ENEMIES


If the only thing you people can do is to be good to those who are good to you, what is that worth?  What is special or gracious about that, or about you?  Even selfish and unkind people do good to those who are good to them.

It’s also the same as if you people just do favours to those who do you favours.  What sort of thanks or blessing do you think you deserve from God for that?  Even unbelievers and crooks do that.

Now the same also applies to how you use 1your money.  How you people do business with others who need your business, or how you lend money to anyone who needs that help, is important.  If all you think about is how much profit you can get out of other people, what is good or noble about that?  Even greedy and ruthless people make sure that they do not lose out on any deal they make.

But 2love your enemies.  You Christians must love even your enemies.  You must do people good.  Even when you do business or lend money to anyone, don’t be afraid of losing some money by helping others.  Don’t concentrate on your money.  Rather pay attention to how you treat people.  Even if 3they are not fair or honest with you, don’t get upset about that.  If trying to help needy people costs you money God is going to give you a great reward.  He will give you far more than any profit you could make for yourself.  God is in control of all the business and money in the world.  It is kind people that he loves and honours.  He regards them as his sons and daughters.  This is because God himself is exceptionally good to everyone.  He is generous even to people who never thank him for his goodness to them.  He is also helpful even to people who are guilty of behaving badly.  God wants you to be like him.

Be caring and kind.  Have a heart for people, just as God cares for them.  Christians must be caring souls.

1your money:  Money is a big test of our Christianity and our faith in God.  Everyone wants money.  Most people want more money.  Many people fight about money.  Even Christians get upset about money matters.  

Christianity means two big things:  First, that we truly trust God.  The big test is this:  Can you trust God even with your money?  Is God more important to you than money?  

If so, then the second big thing that Jesus is getting at is this:  Are people more precious to you than your money is?  This is what God and Christianity requires of us.

2love your enemies.  This is what people will NOT do.  They don’t want to do this.  Therefore they do not believe in doing this.  Enemies are for ignoring or hating or fighting.  People do not want to listen to what Jesus has said.  To them this is a fine-sounding idea that doesn’t work.  They do not accept it as a command, a law of God.  They think that it is simply not practical!

This makes things very hard for a Christian.  A Christian is also a human being.  Enemies are a great problem for a Christian, just as they are for anyone else.  If everyone around us treats their enemies badly, it is going to be natural for us to do the same.  It will be hard for us to be different and do better.  This is one of the hardest teachings that Jesus gave us.  But there is no mistaking it: this is what Jesus taught and commanded us. 
The whole point is this: can we trust God enough to obey him?  A true Christian will listen to God and do as he says.  God has given us an order to love our enemies as well as our friends and neighbours.

3they are not fair or honest:  The big challenge that all of us face in life is people.  We usually divide people into two classes: those we like, and those we don’t.  There are people we care about and people we don’t care about.  There are some people we are friendly with, and there are some people we don’t want anything to do with.  

What people do is to treat people they like well.  They are good to those they like and care about and are friends with.  We are willing to do favours and go out of our way for people we get on well with.  The others we might ignore or reject.  We could even become hostile towards them because they treat us badly or hate us.

Jesus commands that we do better than that.  We are to care about people in need.  This is what many doctors and nurses do every day.

6.37-38  HOW TO TREAT PEOPLE WELL


And 1 don’t judge!  Don’t judge people unfairly.  You must not keep on finding fault with others and criticising them.  Don’t go on disliking people.  If you do not judge people unkindly God will definitely NOT dislike and criticise you.  Don’t just condemn people.  If you are fair to all other people then God will most definitely not condemn you.  Forgive, and you are also going to be forgiven and pardoned.

Give!  You must 2give what you can when you see others in need.  It does not matter who they are, or whether you don’t like them or they don’t like you.  Just do whatever good for them you can.  Be generous.  Be kind.  If you do that, God is going to be very kind and wonderfully generous to you.  He will heap blessings on you.  He will get people to help you marvellously when you are in need.  The way you look after others will be the way God looks after you.

1don’t judge:  We need to remember that we have to judge at times.  Christians have to learn to judge what is right and what is wrong.  We must do this so that we can support those who are right, and stand up against those who openly disobey God.  But what Jesus says is this:  We must not judge people unfairly.  We must not accept what is wrong just because we like the person who is doing it.  Nor must we be against what is right just because we do not like the person who is doing that right thing.  Here “Don’t judge” simply means, don’t be unfair to people.  Don’t condemn them just because you don’t like them.
When Christ returns and sets up the great Day of Judgement at the end of the world, he is going to use faithful Christians in order to judge the world.  Jesus will be the Chief Judge.  What he is now training us to do is to learn to judge properly and righteously.  He teaches us how to judge what is true and what is false, what is right and what is wrong, and what is good and what is bad.  
But he also warns us not to judge wrongly.  We must never accuse a person of doing something that he has not done.  It is better to say nothing about someone than to say what is unfair to that person.  Don’t criticise someone just because you don’t like him or her.  If you go on judging unfairly you will be of no use to Jesus on the day when he judges the world.  Don’t ever do it!  If we have been unfair, we must sort that out.

2give what you can:  Giving can be a problem, a big problem, for Christians.  There is always so much need all around us.  On top of that we often have so little that we could give.  We also have our own needs, and there are things we would like.  Also, there are crafty, sly people who will pretend to have needs just to get something free.  It is sometimes difficult to know whether to give or to keep, whether to help someone or to save, whether we will do good by giving or just waste our money.

As we have to learn how to do lots of things, so we have to learn how to give.  Here Jesus is teaching us that we must learn not to be stingy, selfish, uncaring or greedy.  We must learn how many opportunities there are to do something useful, worthwhile, helpful, good and noble.  

But more than that: Jesus is teaching us that if we decide to be kind to people, we are going to learn how wonderfully kind God will be to us.  We need to learn that God loves someone who gives, and God greatly loves to give.  We shall learn how true and marvellous this is by helping people.

6.39-42  HOW TO LIVE AS A CHRISTIAN

Jesus also told them this little parable or proverb.  It is for Christians, to teach them a lesson on how to treat people:  Do you think that a blind man can 1lead a blind man safely?  Of course not!  Won’t both of them end up falling together into a ditch?  Of course they will!  

You cannot teach anyone how to live as a Christian unless you live like a true Christian yourself.  If you are not a genuine Christian you will only make things worse both for yourself and for the person you want to teach.  
A learner does not know better than his teacher.  But once the learner has learnt all he can from his teacher then he will be properly trained.  2He will then end up like his teacher.

Why do you criticise others, and focus on the small mistakes they make, when you have such huge faults yourself?  It’s a big mistake to make out that you are better than others, or that you know better than someone else.  Why make an issue when someone irritates you, instead of paying attention to the fact that you have caused harm to someone else?  You will live a better Christian life if you concentrate on improving your own attitude and behaviour.  That will do more good than going around telling others what to do.

How dare you say to another Christian, 3what you are doing is wrong, when what you do is bad?  Or how can you say to him or her, what YOU think is wrong, when YOU yourself have ungodly thoughts in YOUR heart?  Why give him your advice about what he should be doing when you cannot see what you should NOT be doing?  If you do that sort of thing, you are only pretending to be a Christian.  You are actually 4a hypocrite, not a Christian.  No, first take a good look at yourself.  Start by getting yourself right.  Are you really what you should be?  You first need to be pleasing to God if you want to tell another Christian how to live.

1lead:  This Greek word for “lead” or “guide” is a word that is also used for “teach.”  So what Jesus means is:  How can you teach someone who knows nothing if you yourself don’t know what you are talking about?  How can you help someone come right if you are completely in the wrong?  How can you want to make someone a better person if you are just as bad as he or she is – if not worse?

Jesus is also warning us not to get advice from someone who does not understand the problem himself.  We must also not listen to someone who does not know what he or she is talking about.

2He will then end up like his teacher:  

What God wants is that Christians end up being like Christ.

You cannot be a good Christian without having learnt from Christ.

Christianity has to be learnt.  We have to learn from the Bible how to live as a Christian.  We need to spend our whole life learning what to do in order to please God.  

Christianity is not just taking a decision to become a Christian.  It is also taking a decision to learn to become a true Christian.

3what you are doing is wrong:  It is a wonderful thing to become a Christian.  It is also a nice thing to join a group of Christians.  They are warm and welcoming.  But after a while problems start to happen.  Christians disagree, or they don’t like this or that.  They criticise others.  Life can become difficult.  Christians begin by making lovely new friends, but they may also end up having problems getting along with some of them.  If these difficulties cause some people to start criticising others, then things become stressful.  

What Jesus is saying is this: think very carefully before criticising someone.  It is better to be patient with people, and kind to them, and pleasant to them, than to find fault with them.  It is better for you to concentrate on behaving as a Christian yourself, than to tell others what to do or what to think.  It is wiser to love a person than to tell them what their business ought to be.

There are times when we have to deal with something wrong that someone does.  But we must be careful first of all that we are doing what is right.  Don’t interfere with others when you have bad feelings about them.  First get yourself the right attitude so that you can really do them some good.  Once your attitude is good you can help someone else.  People can quite easily tell what your real attitude is like.  If they respect you, they will listen to you.  
What we must focus on is solving the problem, not criticising or arguing or fighting with someone, even if he is doing what is wrong.  Get the problem right rather than try to get the person right.  We say, play the ball, not the man!

4a hypocrite:  A hypocrite [hi-pa-krit] is someone who pretends to be a Christian.  This was Jesus’ biggest problem with people.  This was what made him most angry.  This is the worst sin religious people can commit.  It ruins their faith.  It puts other people off what they stand for.  God won’t put up with it.  A hypocrite wants people to think that he is a good person, when he is only acting as if he is good.  A hypocrite tells others what to do, but when no one is looking he does not do what he told them to do.  A hypocrite makes life harder for others but easier for himself.  It is better to be an unbeliever and a sinner than to be a Christian hypocrite.

6.43-45  WHAT WE LEARN FROM A TREE

Look at nature:  You won’t find a good tree producing bad fruit.  You will also never find a worthless tree giving out good fruit.  In fact, you can tell what kind of tree it is by the fruit that grows on it.  

You would never pick figs from a thorn tree, nor would you ever get grapes from a thorn bush.  

It’s the same with people.  A good person has a lot of good stored up in his or her soul.  If there’s good inside someone it’s going to come out in the way he talks and behaves.  But anyone who is nasty inside is going to behave and speak in horrible ways.  You can tell what a person’s attitude is by the way he lives.  What’s inside someone flows out in what he says.  In time you get to know people, and what they are really like.  And they get to know you, and what you are truly like.

6.46-49  BUILDING A GOOD HOUSE

There is something else you must watch out for.  You make a big mistake when you say that I, Jesus, am your Teacher or your 1Lord, yet don’t do what I tell you to do.  

Let me tell you something about people.  If someone comes to me to listen to what I have to say, and then goes and does what I told him to, then I’ll tell you what that person is like:

He’s like a man who built a house.  He dug down deep so that his foundation was firmly fixed on solid rock.  He built his house on that foundation.  Then there was a flood.  The storm waters of the river surged against his house.  But even the power of that water did no damage to the house because it was built on a solid and stable foundation.

Then there is the sort of person who hears what I say but doesn’t do what I told him to do.  He’s just like a man who built his house on the ground without a foundation.  When the river struck that house it washed the whole building away.  It was totally and utterly wrecked and completely lost.

1Lord:  During Jesus’ life he came to be respected more and more.  From the beginning of his work he was regarded as a special teacher.  Then people began to see him as a great prophet.  In time people realised that he was someone very special from God.  They learnt that he had the same kind of authority as the Lord God himself.  So, people started to call him Lord in the same sort of way that they called God, Lord!
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