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ISAIAH
CHAPTER 5
5.1-4  A SONG ABOUT A VINEYARD

Let me sing a song about someone I love.  It's a song about this dear person and his vineyard.

The vineyard is right on top of a hill where everyone can see it.  It's a splendid vineyard that could produce excellent grapes.  I know how proud my friend was of his vineyard.  He dug up the ground all around the vines to help them to grow well.  He looked after the plants carefully by digging out the stones in the soil.  He planted the very best grapevines there.  He built a high platform in the middle of the vineyard so that his men could keep watch over it.  He dug a large hole into the rock to hold a vat, or large container, so that he could press the grape juice into it in order to make wine.  Then he waited excitedly for a good harvest of big bunches of grapes to grow and ripen.  But what happened?  Instead of producing what the owner wanted, the grapes that came were sour and had an unpleasant smell.  There was no possibility of converting their juice into a good wine.

Now let me talk to everyone who lives in the city of Jerusalem and in the country of Judah.  This is what the owner of the vineyard is complaining about.  He says to you:  You be the judge between me and my vineyard.  You decide who is to blame for these rotten grapes.

Look at all the trouble and expense I went to for the sake of my vineyard.  Now tell me, what else could I have done for it?  Why have I been so disappointed?  I was so keen for my vineyard to give good grapes, but it has produced worthless rubbish.

5.5-7  GOD'S VINEYARD GOES TO PIECES

Now I want you to listen while I tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard.  I'm going to take away the hedge that protects it by burning it.  I'm going to break down the protecting wall as well.  Then anyone or anything will be able to walk all over it, trample it down and wreck it.

I shall turn it into a dump.  There will be no workmen to trim its branches or to loosen the soil and pull out weeds or dig out stones.  The only things that will grow there will be all sorts of thorns.  I will even tell the clouds in the sky not to send down any rain on it.  That would just be a waste of good water.

Now let me explain what I mean:  The vineyard belongs to God, who is the most powerful Master of the whole world.  God's vineyard is the people of Israel who are his own family.  His vineyard is also the people of Judah who are meant to be excellent people, special people, people who are supposed to be an example to everyone else.  God set up that orchard to bring him a lot of pleasure and enjoyment and pride in a world full of hatred and suffering and sadness.  God longed for his people to be good and noble, decent and fair to one another.  But instead, what did they do?  They fought and hurt one another.  Crime increased and a lot of people were killed.

5.8-10  GOD WILL PUNISH THE SELFISH RICH PEOPLE

I'm warning you!  Each of you is getting to own a number of houses.  You are adding more and more ground to your fields.  You are taking these houses and fields away from others.  You end up owning everything in sight.  You have pushed everyone else away, and no one else can live in the country since it all belongs to you.  You want everything only for yourselves.

But I can clearly hear what God Almighty is saying.  God controls everything.  He says that he is going to do something about all this great unfairness.  These great houses of yours are going to become empty and useless.  These great houses that look so good are going to be ruins with no one living in them.

Your big fields are also going to become useless to you.  A big farm is going to produce only a few crops.  Big vineyards will produce only small quantities of wine.  If you plant a big sack of seed, you will get only a small bag of grain from it.  Instead of being rich you are going to become poor.  Instead of being important and powerful, you are going to become humiliated and pathetic.

5.11-14  GOD'S PEOPLE WOULD BE PUNISHED

Watch out, those people who are so keen to drink and get drunk!  They drink late into the night to get themselves as drunk and as stupid as they possibly can.  

What they want is music, music, music, to sing and to dance.  They have parties with lots of wine.  They just want to have fun.  But they are not interested in the Lord and serious things.  They don't care about how he has worked in the world.  They do not think about what he has achieved.  They don't appreciate or respect the Lord.  They just want to fool around in life.  The Lord is not real or important to them.

So, my people will have to go into exile.  They will be conquered and taken away as prisoners of war.  They will lose out because they have become so ignorant about the Lord.  The rich people, who have sinned so much, will run out of food.  They will starve, and go around begging for something to eat.  All those crowds of party-goers who loved to drink so much will become terribly thirsty.  They will become desperate to quench their thirst.

As a result of their bad behaviour, death is going to swallow many of them.  Because they were so greedy, death is going to become even more greedy!  A huge number of them are going to die.  Their top people who do so much boasting are going to end up in the grave.  Many of those noisy party-goers who have been so stupid are going to lose their lives.

5.15-17  GOD IS GOING TO MAKE LIFE BETTER

God is going to deal with those people who are rich and selfish, greedy and unkind.  Such people will be weakened and humiliated.  Those who think that they are better than others will become failures.

But the great Lord Almighty is going to be honoured by his excellent justice and fairness.  God, who is so holy, is going to be respected and admired because he is perfect and wonderful.  While so many people who are rich and powerful are bad, God, who is far greater than all of them, is so good.  He always does what is absolutely right.

When God gets rid of those bad people and takes over ruling the country, people are going to find peace.  God will get everything into good order.  Even foreigners will be able to make a good living out of what used to be the mess that rich people made of the country.  The Lord will give everyone a better life.

5.18-23  GOD WARNS THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST HIM

Be warned!  Watch out!  Those people who get away with sinning by telling lies must watch out.  They have become overloaded with sins that they cover up with lots of lies.

Be warned!  Watch out, those people who criticize God by mocking him because they cannot see him doing anything.  They claim that nothing that God says in the Bible ever comes true.  Nothing happens!  So, they find fault with God.  But they are making a terrible mistake.

Be warned!  Watch out, those people who twist everything that God has told us.  They claim that what God says is evil, is actually fine, alright, no problem.  They say that what we have been taught as being true is actually false.  Religion is just rubbish.  They say that what we must listen to, accept and believe are things that are not true.  They say that God is not going to punish us for what we are doing, but that we can enjoy doing whatever we feel like, and have fun without anything to worry about.  They threaten us that if we are determined to live a good life and do nothing wrong they will make life very unpleasant for us.  Those people are making a bad mistake.

Be warned!  Watch out, those who think they are so clever.  Be careful, those people who boast that they are brilliant and know everything.  Those people are going to end up looking very foolish indeed.

Be warned!  Watch out, those people who like to drink too much, and who brag about how drunk they get.  They love behaving stupidly and are proud of acting like fools.  Anything for a laugh!  They will become very sober when big trouble comes.

All these people end up not caring about anyone except themselves.  They take bribes to get more and more money.  Bribes make them unfair and cruel.  They let criminals get away with crime, and they prevent those who are needy from getting justice and help.  They have been warned!  All of you - watch out!  God will definitely not put up with this.

5.24-25  GOD IS GOING TO PUNISH THEM

Because of their sin and bad behaviour, God is going to punish them.  They are going to be destroyed the way fire destroys straw.  They will collapse and give up the way dry grass does when it burns in the flames.  All their wealth and success will become like little bits of dust that the wind blows away.  God will do this to them because they would not listen to God.  They refused to obey the Law of the Lord although he is all-powerful.  He is Almighty.  They ignored the God of Israel even though he is absolutely pure and perfect.  He is utterly Holy.  Because of their disloyalty to their God, he has turned against them.  He will defeat and destroy them.  They will become terrified.  Many will die, and their bodies will just be left lying outside in the streets and out in the fields.  But even though God punishes them severely like this, it will not be the end of his anger against them.  There will still be worse to come.

5.26-30  GOD WILL SEND WAR AGAINST ISRAEL

God decides to start a great war.  He will get a powerful nation to organise its army to prepare for a campaign.  Although they are far away and you don't know them, God will get them to plan to attack in the direction of Israel.  Their army is efficient and good at fighting, and it will come this way, moving fast.

Their army is hyper-efficient.  None of their soldiers gets tired, despite the huge distances they march.  None of them trips up or stumbles, despite the obstacles they have to cross over on the way.  None of them doze off while on duty.  Tiredness does not hold them up.  They seem to need very little sleep.  Their equipment is always in good order.  Their belts and straps that hold their equipment never come loose, nor do the straps on their sandals ever break.

Their arrows are sharp and deadly.  Their military power is ready for their campaign of conquest.  Their horses' hooves seem to be like hard knives that will cause panic to their enemies.  Their chariot wheels will thunder like a terrible storm approaching that no one can escape.

Their attack will be like that of a roaring lion.  Once they have conquered a nation or any community, no one will be able to save those poor people.  They will be as helpless as the prey that a lion snatches away and then protects by growling.

When that happens, the people of the conquered nation will be left groaning pitifully.  They will sound like the constant, non-stop sound of the waves of the sea.  Anyone looking for life to become stable and settled again will see nothing but more and more dark storms of trouble and suffering building up over their country.  Even if a bit of light or hope comes for a little while, it will soon be darkened with disappointment and more suffering.

Chapter 6
6.1-4  ISAIAH SEES THE LORD

In the year of the death of King Uzziah I saw the Lord, the excellent, marvellous Lord.  He revealed himself to me.  He was sitting on his throne.  He sits there permanently, forever and ever.  Kings come and go, but God is eternal.  He sits up there, far above all worldly powers, receiving praise and honour from the angels.  He was magnificently dressed, and filled the temple with his splendour and glory.

Around the Lord were his permanent attendants, like heavenly princes, special noble angels burning as fire.  They were flying overhead.  Each one of them had six wings.  With two of his wings he covered his face as a sign of deep respect in the presence of the Lord.  None of them could look directly at God.  He is too brilliant.  With another two of his wings the burning angel, or seraph [se-rif], covered his feet.  This was a sign that he was a humble and dedicated servant of the Lord.  With the other two wings he flew, and was always ready to fly anywhere to do what the Lord wanted.  He would not just walk to obey God - he would fly!

These princely, burning angels called out to one another, and loudly announced their praise for the Lord.  They say:  The Lord Almighty, the Lord of the great armies of angels and the crowds of people in heaven who worship him - the Lord is Holy!  He is holy, utterly holy, and gloriously holy!  He is absolutely pure, utterly clean, perfectly good, and magnificently lovely!  He is splendid!  He is superb!  He is perfect!  Everywhere on earth there are clear signs of his brilliant excellence and magnificent glory.  He deserves everyone's total respect.  These words penetrated deep down into Isaiah's soul.

Then the entrance to the temple, where Isaiah was standing, began to shake as if there were an earthquake.  The giant pillars swayed and the whole foundation shook at the sound of the seraph's calling overhead to one another.  It was awesome!  The whole temple was filled with a cloud like smoke.  Nothing more could be seen.  No one could go near.  This experience left Isaiah stunned.  It filled him with awe and left him completely overwhelmed...

6.5-7  ISAIAH IS FORGIVEN

Then I thought:  O no!  I feel dreadful!  I've had it!  I'm ruined!  I'm just a bad and rotten man.  I've said so many horrible things in my life.  And I'm living among people who say such ugly and nasty things.  Then here, right in front of me, I see the great King, the Lord Almighty, the Lord of the universe, the Lord of the hosts of heaven.  No one can escape from him.  I'm ruined!  We're all ruined!

But then God did a wonderful and lovely thing for me.  One of the burning angels, or seraphs, flew across to me.  In his hand was a very hot stone that he had taken with a pair of tongs from the fire on the altar.  It was the altar that God gave the Israelites to take away the sins that they regretted.

The seraph touched my mouth with the hot stone, and said:  Look, this has touched your lips.  It has burnt away this guiltiness that you feel about what you have said in the past.  Your guilt is cancelled and wiped out.  Your sins are atoned for.  You do not need to worry about them anymore.

6.8-10  GOD TELLS ISAIAH WHAT TO DO

Then I listened to the voice of the Lord speaking.  He said:  Who am I going to send as my messenger to my people?  Who will go for us to all these people?  I replied:  I am willing.  Send me!

The Lord then gave me this order:  Alright, go!  Go and tell these people what I tell you.  Say to them:  You will NOT listen to me!  You will certainly hear what I want to say to you, but you will not understand it.  You will not believe it.  You will not take it to heart.  You will not be clear about what I tell you.  You will certainly be taught what I have to say and be aware of the truth, but you will not realise how important it is, and you will not admit that it is really true.

Instead, when the people hear the message I give you, they will be more interested in being successful.  They will become arrogant.  They will not listen, and therefore they will become stupid.  They will just shut their minds to the truth, and be completely stubborn.  If only someone would listen, I would help him.  But just go and tell them anyway!

6.11-13  GOD WILL SEND THE NATION FAR AWAY

Then I asked the Lord:  Until when may I go on warning the people, Lord?  The Lord replied:  Do not stop until their cities have crashed in ruins.  Keep at it until there are no more people living in their homes, and their houses stand completely empty.  Go on warning them until they have had to stop farming in their fields, and their lands are empty and there is no more food for anyone.

The Lord will take their people far, far away, into exile.  Their whole country will be completely deserted.  There will be no one living in this land of theirs.

At one stage there will be only a few people left in this area.  But then the Lord will come back again in anger and destroy the country.  He will burn it up and devastate it.  It will be the end of the nation.  But at the same time God will see to it that something good remains.  Not everything will be lost forever.  Take the example of an oak tree, or any really tough tree.  If you cut it down, you leave a strong stump in the ground, and it will start sprouting leaves again.  In the same way there are still a few godly and holy people left in the nation, and I shall see to it that their faith survives to their future generations.  Pure, clean faith in God will never totally die out.

Chapter 7
7.1-2  JUDAH IS ATTACKED BY SYRIA AND ISRAEL

This is what happened in the time of Ahaz, king of Judah and son of Jotham who was the son of Uzziah.  Rezin [r’tseen], king of Aram, or Syria, attacked Jerusalem, with Pekah [pe-kach, ch as in loch], who had just been an army officer but was now the king of Israel.  These two kings joined together to fight against Jerusalem.  But they were not able to break through its walls and get into the city to conquer it.

What originally happened was this:  The bad news came to Ahaz that Aram and Ephraim had joined forces.  They had become friends in order to force Judah to join them against the Assyrians.  Ahaz was supposed to be directly descended from the great king David who had always turned to God when he was in danger.  Because David had turned to God when there was any danger, he was also a very brave man and a first-class leader.  But his descendent Ahaz was nothing like his ancestor King David.  When Ahaz got this bad news he fell into despair, and so did his people.  They panicked.  The noise of the people in the palace, with their shouting and screaming, was like the tremendous sound of a powerful wind howling through a great forest.  The panic swept through Jerusalem.  The last thing anyone thought about in that chaos was turning to God to pray for help.

7.3-6  ISAIAH MUST TELL KING AHAZ NOT TO WORRY

Then, with all this panic going on, God told Isaiah:  I want you, please, to go out of the city to meet Ahaz.  You must take your son, Survivor, with you.  Go along the bank of the water-channel of the Upper Pool, on the road through the field where one does the washing.

Tell the king this:  Watch yourself!  Keep calm!  Don't be scared!  Don't lose your courage and don't go to pieces and give up.  Let me tell you that these two kings you are so worried about won't last long.  They will be like sticks people use to poke into a fire.  They soon catch alight and go up in smoke.  Don't be discouraged by the furious anger of that man Rezin [re-tseen] and Syria-Aram and that common man who now rules Israel, that is, Pekah [pe-kach].  

Don't be terrified just because the leaders of Aram have plotted your ruin with Ephraim, the leading tribe of Israel, and that common man who rules them.

They have announced, to intimidate you, that "We shall invade Judah.  We shall surround Jerusalem and put great fear into the hearts of its people.  Together we shall break into the city, and we'll set up our own man in the city as their king, someone who will do exactly as we say."

7.7-9  ISAIAH TELLS AHAZ NOT TO BE AFRAID

This is what the Lord says, the Lord who is in charge of all nations:  What these two kings are planning is not going to succeed.  What they want to do will never happen.

Do not be afraid of Syria-Aram [ah-rum], nor of Israel.  Aram is controlled by its capital city Damascus [d'mas-kis], and all decisions in Damascus are taken by just one man:  Rezin.  Don't be scared of him!  And as for Israel-Ephraim [ef-ra-im], I can tell you that in 65 years, the life-time of just one person, Ephraim will no longer be a nation.  It will have been completely wiped out!  The people of that country will be shattered and will never cause Judah any more trouble.  

The capital of Ephraim is Samaria [s'mary-a], which controls the whole country.  In Samaria all decisions are taken by that ordinary man who is supposed to be king.  Don't be scared of him either!  Everything now depends on your faith in God.  

If you don't have confidence in God, 
you can NOT be SURE of your future.

7.10-16  ISAIAH'S ASTONISHING PROPHECY

Through Isaiah, his prophet, the Lord tried another time to encourage Ahaz to believe in him.  Isaiah said to Ahaz:

Ask the Lord your God for any proof you like that he will support you.  You can ask for anything, no matter how difficult or mysterious it may be.  You may ask for anything you want to, no matter how powerful or wonderful it may be.  God is giving you a wide open choice to give you the courage to stand up against Syria and Israel who have ganged up to attack Judah.

But Ahaz did not want the Lord to prove anything.  He replied to Isaiah:  No!  I won't ask for anything.  I shall not try to tell God what to do.  I shall not tempt the Lord or try to test him.  No, I don't want to risk criticizing him, thank you!

At this Isaiah lost all patience with Ahaz and his excuses.  Isaiah said, in frustration:  Now listen to me!  You have forgotten that you are descended from the great King David.  He would never have behaved like this.  You leaders don't care how much you annoy people with your hypocrisy.  And now you are even annoying my God as well.  Because of this many people have lost patience with you and your whole leadership.  And now God has lost patience with you too.

So, since you won't ask God for a sign as he told you to, the Lord himself will produce a sign for you.  He will show you clearly that he does care for his people.  Watch out for this sign:  A young woman who is not yet married will have a baby boy.  She will have more faith in God than you have, because she will call her little son Immanuel (that means that God is with us.  “El” [ayl] is God, “Im” means ‘with’ and “immanu” [im-mah-noo] means ‘with us.’)  

Your country will be quite safe and even well-off with milk and honey until that child is old enough to refuse to do what's wrong, and is able to decide for himself to do what's right.  

However, before that boy is old enough to refuse to do what's wrong, and is able to decide for himself to do what's right, the country you are so scared about because of those two kings, will be ruined.  The land of Syria will be shattered.

7.17-20  ISAIAH WARNS OF A GREATER DANGER

Isaiah explained the true situation to King Ahaz.  He said:  The Lord will bring upon you, and on your people, and on the kings who will come after you, a terrible danger.  The Lord will bring about a disaster such as the nation has not experienced since Israel rebelled and broke away from Judah 200 years ago.  The Lord is going to bring the King of Assyria against you.  

Bee-keepers make a hissing-whistling sound that attracts bees in a mysterious way.  In the same sort of miraculous way the Lord is going to get the Egyptians to come here like flies from the banks of their rivers, and the Assyrians to come here from their country like bees.  

The Assyrians and the Egyptians will come like great swarms of insects.  They will settle everywhere and completely take over the country.  They will be like pests that settle in deep ravines, in clefts in the rocks, in thorn bushes and even in watering holes.  They will be everywhere!  You won't be able to get rid of them.

When that day comes the Lord who controls the nations will use the Assyrians from beyond the Euphrates River to come here to devastate the country.  It will be like paying a barber to cut your hair.  But he then proceeds to shave off all your hair and shave off your beard and shave off the hair on your legs – everything!  You will end up feeling weird and embarrassed, and wishing you had never paid him.

7.21-25  WHEN THE ASSYRIANS ATTACK

When the time comes that the Assyrians invade us, this is what is going to happen: we shall still be able to survive, so don’t panic!  Everyone will be able to keep a healthy young cow and a couple of sheep in order to keep going.

The people who survive the attack and invasion of the Assyrians will still be able to go on living in our country and be able to enjoy some of its good things like milk and honey.  They will be able to produce plenty of it for everyone who survives.  The Assyrians will punish the people but they won't destroy the country.

What will happen when the Assyrians attack is that the rich people will suffer.  Where there were huge prosperous vineyards worth thousands of silver, there will now be just thorns, thorns, and more thorns growing wild everywhere.

Large scale farming will come to an end.  People will have to go back to hunting with bows and arrows because the thorn-bushes will take over the fields throughout the land.

You won't be able to go to the top of the mountain range where the fields used to be ploughed to produce crops.  There will be too many thorn-bushes there.  All that people will be able to do is to let their cattle loose there, and let their sheep roam freely about.

Chapter 8
8.1-4  ISAIAH'S FAMILY MEANS GOOD NEWS

The Lord said to me:  Get yourself a large signboard and carve on it in clear letters that any ordinary person can easily read.  Write down the words that mean that Syria and Israel will soon be conquered and then plundered and robbed so that they will completely lose their power.  On the signboard write the words:  PLUNDERED SOON.

Then I needed to get myself two reliable witnesses because I knew that King Ahaz would not listen to me.  So I got Uriah [yoo-righ-a]  the priest and also Zechariah [zak-a-righ-a],who was well known, and showed them my signboard and told them what it meant.

Then I made love to my wife, the prophetess, and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son.  The Lord told me:  Call his name, Plundered-Soon.

Call him “Plundered Soon” because that is what is going to happen.  Before this little boy learns how to say, My Daddy or my Mommy, the power of Damascus will be torn away, and Samaria will be plundered and stripped.  This will be done by the king of Assyria.

8.5-10  ISAIAH WARNS AND COMFORTS THE JEWS

But now the Lord had still more to tell me, for me to tell the people.  He said:  

These people are making a big mistake.  They will not listen to me.  I have been gentle with them and I have cared for them.  But they have rejected me.  But at the same time, they are excited to hear that I am going to get rid of the king of Syria and the so-called king of Israel.  When there is war they want my help, but when I give them peace they are not interested in me.

So therefore, listen to this:  My Lord is going to stir up big trouble for you.  The Lord is going to set the powerful hordes of the king of Assyria loose on you, with his magnificent and awesome army.  They are going to cross the great Euphrates River [yoo-fray-teez] and attack you.  The dreadful king of Assyria will come as a terrible force up your valleys like a powerful flood that overflows its river banks and washes them away.

This frightening attack will also invade Judah, and will sweep right across the country.  Judah will be in great trouble right up to its neck because the enemy army will march right up to Jerusalem.  But the city of Jerusalem will be the only place that the Assyrian army will not be able to conquer, because God will be with us.  He will look after us and keep our whole country safe, the way a hen keeps her little chicks safe under her wings.  God will be with us because this is his land, the land of Immanuel.

You nations can work yourselves up into a furious rage, but it is you who are going to be shattered.  Make all the preparations for war that you want to - but you will be utterly defeated!  I repeat:  Make all your preparations for war, but be sure of this:  You shall certainly be defeated!

Go ahead and plan your plans.  All that will happen is that you will be frustrated.  Your plans will fail!  You can go on and on scheming your schemes.  But they won't work!  Your ugly ideas will come to nothing because God, Immanuel, is with us!

8.11-15  GOD TELLS ISAIAH TO WARN THE PEOPLE

So this is how the Lord spoke to me.  He drummed it into me and warned me very clearly that I must not listen to what these people are saying and complaining about.  He said:

You must not support these people when they claim that Syria and Israel are ganging up against them.  Do not agree with them that those two countries are getting together to attack Judah.  Do not be scared of them.  Do not panic!  Don't panic the way the people are doing.

Get back your respect for the Lord who controls the all-powerful armies of heaven.  You must realise that He is holy, so you must fear and be scared of him - not the nasty little kings of Syria and Israel.  

If you show him respect, he will look after you and will keep you safe.  But, Isaiah, you must warn these people that if they do not respect the Lord, things will get worse for them.  Instead of helping them, God will turn against them.  Instead of looking after them he is going to trip them up.  Instead of supporting them he is going to cause them to collapse.  The Lord will bring the whole country of Israel, both Judah and Israel, into a trap that will ruin them - because they will not listen to God.  Even the people of Jerusalem will be trapped and ruined.

Many people among them will become weak.  They won't stand a chance!  They will collapse and be broken.  They will be trapped and taken prisoner.

8.16-18  ISAIAH MUST STICK TO THE TRUTH

God said to Isaiah:  Although people will not listen, you must look after these warnings I have given you.  Keep them safe.  Do not forget them.  Keep reminding those few people who listen to me.  Teach those who believe in me the law.  Remind them to stick to it and to go on obeying me even though everyone else does not.

Isaiah's response was this:  Yes, I am just going to wait for the Lord to do as he has said.  Even though the Lord has turned away from all his people I still want him.  I want the Lord!  Yes, I trust him!  I trust the Lord.  I do!  I do!  I really do.

The Lord has put me here, with my children whom he has given me.  Together we are signs to remind the people of God, the whole nation of Israel, what the Lord has said.  We are a signal from the great and most powerful Lord Almighty who has his office at the holy place of Mount Zion in Jerusalem.  The Lord, who is so holy, is warning his people who are so sinful, through us - through me and my family.

8.19-22  DISOBEDIENCE LEADS TO TROUBLE

When the country is in danger of being attacked, people will tell you to go and get advice about what to do.  They say, go to the wizards and fortune-tellers who get in touch with the dead.  They use black magic to do this.  But when they give you messages that are supposed to come from the dead, what you get from them are weird noises.  They speak so softly and mutter so much that it is difficult for you to make out what they are saying.  

But just stop and think:  Shouldn’t people get advice from God instead?  Won’t God be able to help people better than the dead could possibly help them?  Instead of consulting the dead, turn to the Bible.  Put your confidence in the laws God has given us and in the customs our nation got from God.  If people get advice that contradicts the Word of God, then they don't have a hope.  They will remain confused and helpless.  They will never find real safety and true happiness.

If people will not listen to God, then they will be in big trouble wherever they go in the country.  They will be badly treated everywhere.  They will go hungry, and starve.  When people have no food and become famished, they become angry and nasty.  They will blame their king and even God for their misery.  They will bitterly criticise the king as well as God.  They will become completely unfaithful to king and God.

They will turn away from God and look to the world for answers to their suffering.  But they will find nothing but misery and the wickedness that has caused it.  People will feel helpless because of their suffering.  When they are taken out of their country as prisoners they will become utterly and absolutely hopeless.

Chapter 9
9.1-5  ISAIAH PREDICTS THE END OF THE ASSYRIANS

Although there will be a lot of suffering when the Assyrians come, God will bring that suffering and gloom to an end.  Whatever misery there will have been at that time to Israel it will become something of the past.  For a while God will treat the northern tribal lands as if they were unimportant and not worth bothering about.  But later on, God will treat them with great honour.  That applies to the people who live in Galilee where the Jews mixed with the Gentiles.

Now listen to this:  Those people who have to live under the Assyrians, and suffer great hardships will see something wonderful happen to them.  It will be like a great, beautiful light coming into their dark, ugly world.  Those people who suffer like that are going to experience a wonderful relief, like a lovely new day dawning.

You, Lord, are to make of them a great nation.  Not just that, but you will make them a very happy people.  They will enjoy God the way people celebrate bringing in the harvest, and the way people celebrate a great victory over their rivals or enemies.

Your people, Lord, will rejoice with great joy when you relieve them of the heavy load their enemies will put on them.  You will remove the cruel treatment that your nation has to suffer from the vicious Assyrians.  You will destroy the Assyrians and get rid of them.  You will do this in the way that you got rid of the Midianites a long time ago when they also swarmed all over Israel and caused your people so much suffering and fear.  You wiped them out and set your people free.

No longer will your people be scared of Assyrian soldiers tramping all over them.  No longer will they be terrified of their soldiers with their jackets all covered in blood.  Those tramping boots and those blood-stained jackets will just end up being thrown into camp fires to help keep them burning.  You, God, will do this for us.

1when the Assyrians come:  The Assyrians would attack Israel about 30 years before 700 BC.

9.6-7  TO US A SON IS GIVEN

God is going to save us from disaster and give us a wonderful future because a boy is born to us.  A special son is given to us, and he is going to take over the government.  God will give him a great name and great titles.  He will be known as:  THE WONDERFUL LEADER.  He will also be known as:  THE ALL-POWERFUL GOD.  He will also be known as:  OUR EVERLASTING FATHER.  And he will also be known as:  THE GREAT ONE WHO GIVES US PEACE.
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government shall be on his shoulders.  

And he shall be called,
WONDERFUL COUNCILLOR, MIGHTY GOD, EVERLASTING FATHER, PRINCE OF PEACE.

His government will last forever.  The peace under his government will last forever.  It will all go on and on, and never stop.  He will take over from King David and rule the same great way that David did.  His kingdom will be safe and secure.  His rule will support what is fair and just and always do what is right and good.  This is what we can look forward to as from now, and for the future.  This is what the Lord Almighty is keen to do, and what the Lord is keen to do he will certainly get done.  We can look forward to a wonderful future.

9.8-12  GOD WARNS ISRAEL

The Lord has sent a warning to his people, the descendents of Jacob.  This threat will fall upon the kingdom of Israel.  

My people are going to learn a bitter lesson.  All of them, the whole country of Ephraim, and everyone living in Samaria, are going to discover that they are in big trouble.  They are such a proud lot.  They are full of arrogance.

When they are warned that their plain brick houses are going to be broken down by their enemies, they just say, "Then we shall build grand stone houses in their place!"  And if their ordinary fig trees are going to be cut down when their country is attacked, they just laugh and say, "Then we shall plant some great forests of cedar trees in their place - so what!"

But what God is going to do is to support the enemies of King Rezin of Syria.  He is actually going to encourage them to attack him.  

Then, Israel, you will lose his friendship and support.  As a result you will be attacked and defeated by Syria.  Furthermore, when Syria attacks you from the east, the Philistines will attack you from the west.  They are going to ruin Israel.  They are going to gobble you up!  Even though all this happens, God will still be very angry.  He is going to send even more punishment on you.

9.13-17  GOD IS ANGRY WITH THE LEADERS AND THE NATION

Despite the fact that God has been punishing you for behaving so badly, the people have not gone back to worshiping God and obeying him.  They are no longer interested in what God has to say, despite the fact that God has so much power and authority.

So God is going to cause Israel to be ruined.  One day he is going to take away the important people and the ordinary people.  He is going to destroy the things that the people value, as well as those ordinary things that people use every day.  God is going to wreck the whole country completely.

The important people are their leaders, their chiefs and commanders.  But the ordinary people will also lose out because of the prophets and teachers.  These prophets have taught what the leaders want them to say.  To please the leaders the teachers have told lies.  God is going to get rid of these teachers as well when he takes away the important leaders.

These teachers were supposed to tell the truth, and explain what is right or wrong.  Instead, they have misled people because they wanted the approval and support of the wealthy and powerful leaders.

The people who listened to them and believed them have been led astray and become confused.  As a result, they have done what is wrong, and are therefore going to be ruined.  God is not at all pleased with the way that the young men of the nation are behaving.  Nor has God got any sympathy with the people who are poor and struggling.  This is because all of them have become thoroughly bad.  They will not listen to God and so their behaviour is disgraceful.  All of them use horrible swearing and saying such ugly things about one another.  God says that he is very angry with his people.  He will remain angry even when they get into trouble.  He will not listen to them when they start to suffer.  There will be yet more punishment to come for them.

9.18-21  GOD'S PUNISHMENT WILL BE SEVERE AND AWFUL

At that time Israel's wickedness will destroy the country the way a fire burns up dry thorn bushes or creepers with thorns.  When the undergrowth or thickets in a forest is set on fire a huge column of smoke goes swirling up into the sky.  In the same sort of way, when Israel is finally punished it will be a huge and dreadful time in their history.

The country is going to be devastated and wiped out by the terrible anger of the Lord Almighty.  It will be like an awful and great fire.  No one will survive.  The people of the land will cause this destruction to ruin the country, the way logs of wood cause a fire to burn.  They will bring disaster upon their country because they will fight one another.  They will turn against their own people.  There will be civil war.  No one will care about anyone else.  They will be ruthless with one another, and show no pity.  It will be horrible!

This horrid war will go right down to the south, and the people of Judah will go hungry.  There will also be war up in the north, and the people of Israel will not have enough to eat.  People will eat only if someone has enough strength left to get some food for them.  But when people don't have food they get bitter and very angry and aggressive.

The result will be that even tribes in the same country will fight against each other.  Manasseh will fight with Ephraim and Ephraim will fight against Manasseh.  Then these two tribes who are brothers will fight against Judah who is also their brother.  Yet not even civil war will be the end of their troubles.  God will still be angry with them and so there will be even more punishment to come.

Now you can read Isaiah chapters 5-9 in your own Bible.
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ISAIAH
CHAPTERS 5-9

INTRODUCTION
Isaiah is one of the greatest men in history.  He is the greatest prophet in the Bible.  What is so great about Isaiah?  There are a number of things that make him stand out as someone we should listen to:

* The Lord Jesus Christ often quoted from Isaiah.

* Isaiah is quoted more by the New Testament than all the other Old Testament prophets put together.

* Isaiah is the longest book in the Bible that is written by any one man.  (Only the collection of Psalms is longer.  But Psalms is written by a few different writers.)

* The book of Isaiah is brilliantly written.  If a prize were to be awarded for literature, Isaiah would probably win that prize among all the writers of the Bible, and possibly for ancient literature too.  In all the writings in the world, Isaiah would have to be on any short-list of the greatest literature in the world.

* Isaiah's prophecies or predictions are the most amazing in the Bible and in the world.  Isaiah and Daniel are the two greatest prophets in world history.  Isaiah predicted what would happen to Israel, and then what would happen to Judah more than 100 years later.  He prophesied with pin-point accuracy about Jesus Christ who came over 700 years later.  Isaiah has also prophesied about the end of the world and about heaven.  His predictions were so accurate, so spot-on, so amazing that many experts just cannot believe that they were prophesied many, many years before they came true.  These unbelievers are convinced that some of these prophesies must have written by someone after these events happened, and that that person then falsely claimed that what he wrote as history was prophecies made by Isaiah.  But the problem with all these theories that come from unbelievers is just that they are all guesses.  They ignore so many facts that we can know about.

* Besides all this, Isaiah was a very important person in Judah.  There is an ancient tradition that Isaiah was a cousin of one of the kings of Judah about 300 years after King David's time.  What is clear is that he held a very high position in the kingdom of Judah in his time.  He was obviously especially well educated, and it is certain that he was very close to whoever was king, especially the good King Hezekiah.  Isaiah was in a position to stand up to the kings who ruled in his day and tell them where they were disobeying God and making wrong decisions.

Isaiah lived at a time when the northern tribes of Israel had broken away from the leading tribe of Judah to form their own kingdom.  This had happened soon after King Solomon had died.  The northern tribes chose Samaria as their capital instead of Jerusalem in Judah, and would have nothing to do with God's temple that was in Jerusalem.  So Israel not only broke away from Judah and its king, but also from God.  At the same time Judah also began to neglect God and turn away from worshiping him.  Jerusalem, in Judah, is where Isaiah lived.

What was going on in history in Isaiah's time?

Isaiah lived 700 years before Jesus Christ was born.  He was a boy about 50 years before 700 BC, that is, in about 750 BC.  Isaiah came in the century after the great prophets Elijah and Elisha.  He lived at the same time as the prophets Amos and Hosea who prophesied in Israel, and the prophet Micah who prophesied in Judah where Isaiah was.

When Isaiah was a boy, things were going very well in both Israel in the north (near the Sea of Galilee) and Judah in the south (near the Dead Sea.)  Israel had a very successful king who was a bad man, and Judah had a very successful king who was a good man.  Israel's king was Jeroboam II [jera-boh-im, the second], and Judah's king was Uzziah [yoo-zigh-a].  Then, as Isaiah became a young man, things had begun to change dramatically.  Both these well-known kings, who had ruled for a long time, died.  
At that time, far away to the north a foreign country was becoming the world's first superpower.  Its military machine was exceptionally cruel.  That nation was known as Assyria [a-sirr-ree-a], and it was situated where Iraq is today.  Its king had ideas of becoming the emperor of the whole of the Middle East.  The only country that could stand up against him was Egypt, way to the south of Judah.  Three of the smaller countries that were sandwiched between Assyria and Egypt began to think about joining forces together, as well as taking sides with Egypt, to stop Assyria from conquering them.  These three were Syria, whose capital was (and still is) Damascus, Israel, whose capital was Samaria, and Judah, whose capital was Jerusalem.  These capitals were where the kings lived and were where all the big decisions were taken.  Jerusalem was also where Isaiah lived.

Isaiah was in close contact with God who told him what advice and warnings to give to the kings of Israel and Judah.  What was going to happen politically was very complicated, and generation after generation of Israelites and Jews would be confused and scared.  Isaiah, briefed by God, forecast that Assyria would attack and conquer Syria and Israel.  Isaiah said that Israel would be completely destroyed by the Assyrians and taken away to Assyria as prisoners.

Isaiah also predicted that the Assyrians would attack and conquer Judah as well, BUT that they would NOT be able to capture Jerusalem.  Isaiah prophesied that the Assyrian army would be miraculously destroyed at Jerusalem, by an angel of God, and would have to retreat back to Assyria.  

Isaiah also prophesied that after this a second superpower would arise, which would be called Babylon [ba-b’lon].  It would defeat Assyria as punishment from God for its awful cruelties.  Then Babylon would conquer Judah and Jerusalem and take its people away as prisoners to Babylon, which today is also Iraq.  What Isaiah predicted happened under King Nebuchadnezzar [neb-yoo-k’nezr], over a hundred years after Isaiah's time.  Isaiah said that the Jews would stay there until the Babylonians were conquered by the third great empire of the Medes [meeds] and the Persians (which is the country of Iran today.)  Isaiah promised that then a Persian king would give the Jews permission to go back to their homeland, Judah.  
From then on Judah would be called Judea and its people, the Jews.  That Persian king, whose name was Cyrus [sigh-ris], was actually shown Isaiah's amazing prophecy by the grateful Jews when he told them that they could go back to Jerusalem after 70 years in exile.  This happened about 200 years after Isaiah's life-time.  Amazing!  Marvellous!  Wonderful!
A BIBLE STUDY for the Young

Translated and explained from the Hebrew 

ISAIAH
CHAPTER 5

We start with Isaiah chapter 5, where Isaiah is trying to warn the Jews that their sins against God are eventually going to lead to serious punishment for their nation.

Isaiah's poem about the owner of a vineyard who is disappointed with the poor harvest of grapes that it yields is one of the finest poems ever written.  It is too cleverly written in Hebrew to be translated into any other language with the same brilliance with which it is written in Hebrew.  We can understand the point that Isaiah was making, but what we cannot feel is what a hit this poem was for Hebrew speaking people.  Yet even though it was deeply moving for them, the people in those times did not want to listen to its point or message.  They were just not interested.  Their minds and hearts were on other things, but they were things that were going to get them into deep trouble.
Of course, what the poem means is that the owner of the vineyard is God, and the vines are his people Israel, which includes the Jews.

5.1-4  A SONG ABOUT A VINEYARD

This is a song that Isaiah wrote about God's grapevines.  Any farmer is very proud of his vineyard and the grapes that it produces, from which he makes fine wines.  The farmer goes to a lot of trouble to grow really good, first-class grapes that will produce excellent wine.  This means that God has done so much good for his people, yet they have become a bad and disappointing nation.

Let me 1sing a song about 2someone I love.  It's a song about this dear person and his vineyard.

The vineyard is right on top of a hill where everyone can see it.  It's a splendid vineyard that could produce excellent grapes.  I know how proud my friend was of his vineyard.  He dug up the ground all around the vines to help them to grow well.  He looked after the plants carefully by 3digging out the stones in the soil.  He planted the very best grapevines there.  He built a high platform in the middle of the vineyard so that his men could keep watch over it.  He dug a large hole into the rock to hold a vat, or large container, so that he could press the grape juice into it in order to make wine.  Then he waited excitedly for a good harvest of big bunches of grapes to grow and ripen.  But what happened?  Instead of producing what the owner wanted, the grapes that came were sour and had a unpleasant smell.  There was no possibility of converting their juice into a good wine.

Now let me talk to everyone who lives in the city of Jerusalem and in the country of Judah.  This is what the owner of the vineyard is complaining about.  He says to you:  You be the judge between me and my vineyard.  You decide who is to blame for these rotten grapes.

Look at all the trouble and expense I went to for the sake of my vineyard.  Now tell me, what else could I have done for it?  Why have I been so disappointed?  I was so keen for my vineyard to give good grapes, but it has produced worthless rubbish.

1sing a song:  A song is something that people can sing over and over again, so that its message goes deep into their mind and heart and soul.

2someone I love:  Isaiah is writing this song.  He is singing about God.  He has a deep love for God and is bitterly disappointed that the people of Jerusalem and Judah, the Jews, have let God down so badly.  Isaiah is himself a Jew and a Jewish leader.

3digging out the stones:  Palestine is a very rocky and stony country.  What this poem means is that God has often protected his people from their enemies who have made life very difficult for them.

5.5-7  GOD'S VINEYARD GOES TO PIECES

This song, or poem, now tells us what the owner will do with his vineyard or orchard if he finds out that it is no use.  If it will not produce good fruit, he is not going to spend time and effort and money on looking after it.  If it's useless he doesn't want it.

Now I want you to listen while I tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard.  I'm going to take away the hedge that protects it by burning it.  I'm going to break down the protecting wall as well.  Then anyone or anything will be able to walk all over it, trample it down and wreck it.

I shall turn it into a dump.  There will be no workmen to trim its branches or to loosen the soil and pull out weeds or dig out stones.  The only things that will grow there will be all sorts of thorns.  I will even tell the clouds in the sky not to send down any rain on it.  That would just be a waste of good water.

Now let me explain what I mean:  The vineyard belongs to God, who is the most powerful Master of the whole world.  God's vineyard is the people of Israel who are his own family.  His vineyard is also the people of Judah who are meant to be excellent people, special people, people who are supposed to be an example to everyone else.  God set up that orchard to bring him a lot of pleasure and enjoyment and pride in a world full of hatred and suffering and sadness.  God longed for his people to be good and noble, decent and fair to one another.  But instead, what did they do?  They fought and hurt one another.  Crime increased and a lot of people were killed.

This tells us that God is angry with his people.  And it tells us why he is so angry.
5.8-10  GOD WILL PUNISH THE SELFISH RICH PEOPLE

I'm warning you!  Each of you is getting to own a number of houses.  You are adding more and more ground to your fields.  You are taking these houses and fields away from others.  You end up owning everything in sight.  You have pushed everyone else away, and no one else can live in the country since it all belongs to you.  You want everything only for yourselves.

But I can clearly hear what God Almighty is saying.  God controls everything.  He says that he is going to do something about all this great unfairness.  These great houses of yours are going to become empty and useless.  These great houses that look so good are going to be ruins with no one living in them.

Your big fields are also going to become useless to you.  A big farm is going to produce only a few crops.  Big vineyards will produce only small quantities of wine.  If you plant a big sack of seed, you will get only a small bag of grain from it.  Instead of being rich you are going to become poor.  Instead of being important and powerful, you are going to become humiliated and pathetic.

5.11-14  GOD'S PEOPLE WOULD BE PUNISHED

Watch out, those people who are so keen to drink and get drunk!  They drink late into the night to get themselves as drunk and as stupid as they possibly can.  
What they want is music, music, music, to sing and to dance.  They have parties with lots of wine.  They just want to have fun.  But they are not interested in the Lord and serious things.  They don't care about how he has worked in the world.  They do not think about what he has achieved.  They don't appreciate or respect the Lord.  They just want to fool around in life.  The Lord is not real or important to them.

So, 1my people will have to go into exile.  They will be conquered and taken away as prisoners of war.  They will lose out because they have become so ignorant about the Lord.  The rich people, who have sinned so much, will run out of food.  They will starve, and go around begging for something to eat.  All those crowds of party-goers who loved to drink so much will become terribly thirsty.  They will become desperate to quench their thirst.

As a result of their bad behaviour, death is going to swallow many of them.  Because they were so greedy, death is going to become even more greedy!  A huge number of them are going to die.  Their top people who do so much boasting are going to end up in the grave.  Many of those noisy party-goers who have been so stupid are going to lose their lives.

1my people will have to go into exile:  To go into exile meant to lose everything.  They would be taken away as prisoners to a strange land.  They would lose their homes, their work, some of their families, many of their friends and all the good things they had.  Life would become miserable and hopeless for them because they would not listen to God and so ended up behaving in shameful and disgraceful ways.  Their exile was a great tragedy in their history.

The northern kingdom of Israel was taken into exile in Isaiah's time, just before 700 BC, while the southern kingdom of Judah was taken into exile over 100 years later, just after 600 BC.  Israel went into exile in Assyria, which is now Northern Iraq, and Judah went into exile in Babylon, which is now Southern Iraq.  Israel never recovered from its exile.  Those ten tribes were permanently lost.  
The tribe of Judah spent 70 years in exile in Babylon, and then, when the Persians conquered Babylon, they were allowed to return to Judah.  The people who came back were the grandchildren of those who had been taken into exile.  Jeremiah was a prophet at the time the Jews were taken into exile by the Babylonians, but he was allowed to remain in Judah.  Two prophets who were taken into exile in Babylon were Ezekiel [ee-zee-kee-el] and Daniel.

5.15-17  GOD IS GOING TO MAKE LIFE BETTER

God is going to deal with those people who are rich and selfish, greedy and unkind.  Such people will be weakened and humiliated.  Those who think that they are better than others will become failures.

But the great Lord Almighty is going to be honoured by his excellent 1justice and fairness.  God, who is so holy, is going to be respected and admired because he is perfect and wonderful.  While so many people who are rich and powerful are bad, God, who is far greater than all of them, is so good.  He always does what is absolutely right.

When God gets rid of those bad people and takes over ruling the country, people are going to find peace.  God will get everything into good order.  Even foreigners will be able to make a good living out of what used to be the mess that rich people made of the country.  The Lord will give everyone a better life.
1justice:  Justice is one of the most important functions of any government.  The judges and magistrates have the responsibility to see to it that everyone in the country does what is right and lawful.  They are supposed to see to it that the rich and powerful people do not get away with doing what is wrong and with treating poorer people badly.  Justice is meant to protect people from being treated unfairly, especially those who cannot protect or defend themselves.  Judges should not be afraid of powerful people, nor should they do special unfair favours to rich people, and nor should they take sides with anyone they like and be against anyone they do not like.  They must be fair at all times.  Everyone should be able to get justice.  Everyone must be treated fairly, even if they cannot help themselves.

5.18-23  GOD WARNS THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST HIM

God now speaks through his prophet Isaiah to warn his people not to go on sinning the way they do.

Be warned!  Watch out!  Those people who get away with sinning by telling lies must watch out.  They have become 1overloaded with sins that they cover up with lots of lies.

Be warned!  Watch out, those people who criticize God by mocking him because they cannot see him doing anything.  They claim that nothing that God says in the Bible ever comes true.  Nothing happens!  So they find fault with God.  But they are making a terrible mistake.

Be warned!  Watch out, those people who twist everything that God has told us.  They claim that what God says is evil, is actually fine, alright, no problem.  They say that what we have been taught as being true is actually false.  Religion is just rubbish.  They say that what we must listen to, accept and believe are things that are not true.  They say that God is not going to punish us for what we are doing, but that we can enjoy doing whatever we feel like, and have fun without anything to worry about.  They threaten us that if we are determined to live a good life and do nothing wrong they will make life very unpleasant for us.  Those people are making a bad mistake.

Be warned!  Watch out, those who think they are so clever.  Be careful, those people who boast that they are brilliant and know everything.  Those people are going to end up looking very foolish indeed.

Be warned!  Watch out, those people who like to drink too much, and who brag about how drunk they get.  They love behaving stupidly and are proud of acting like fools.  Anything for a laugh!  They will become very sober when big trouble comes.

All these people end up not caring about anyone except themselves.  They take bribes to get more and more money.  Bribes make them unfair and cruel.  They let criminals get away with crime, and they prevent those who are needy from getting justice and help.  They have been warned!  All of you - watch out!  God will definitely not put up with this.

1overloaded with sins:  Isaiah is explaining how bad things have become.  He uses poetry, or picture-language.  He says that their carts are loaded high with sin.  In those days when farmers had a good harvest, they loaded their crops onto carts.  The better the harvest, the higher was the load of grain.  To stop their load from falling off on the way, they would tie it down with ropes.  The higher the stack of grain, the more ropes they needed to tie it down.  
Now Isaiah says that the sins they have committed are so many that they are like a cart that is hopelessly overloaded, which has to be tied down with ropes.  By ropes he means telling lies.  They have sinned so much that they have to try to hide all their corruption by telling lots of lies.  Of course, the more lies they tell the more trouble they cause and the worse things get.  The more they sin, the more lies they tell, the more trouble they are going to get themselves into.

5.24-25  GOD IS GOING TO PUNISH THEM

Because of their sin and bad behaviour, God is going to punish them.  They are going to be destroyed the way fire destroys straw.  They will collapse and give up the way dry grass does when it burns in the flames.  All their wealth and success will become like little bits of dust that the wind blows away.  God will do this to them because they would not listen to God.  They refused to obey the Law of the Lord although he is all-powerful.  He is Almighty.  They ignored the God of Israel even though he is absolutely pure and perfect.  He is utterly Holy.  Because of their disloyalty to their God, he has turned against them.  He will defeat and destroy them.  They will become terrified.  Many will die, and their bodies will just be left lying outside in the streets and out in the fields.  But even though God punishes them severely like this, it will not be the end of his anger against them.  There will still be worse to come.

God is fair.  If people listen to him and live good lives, he will look after them.  If they reject and ignore him and disobey him and so live bad lives and cause harm to others, he will punish them.  If they won't see their faults and repent of their sins, God will destroy them.  The worse they become, the more severe God's punishments will be.  That is the truth!

5.26-30  GOD WILL SEND WAR AGAINST ISRAEL

Isaiah now predicts that God is going to punish his people for all these sins and crimes.  Israel and Judah are going to be attacked by the powerful country of Assyria.  Assyria was where Iraq is today.  In those days Assyria was the world's first super-power.  It completely dominated the whole of the Middle East.  Assyria and Egypt were enemies.  Both were strong nations, and Israel and Judah were situated right between them.  

The world's first five super-powers 
were the Assyrians of upper or northern Iraq, 
then the Babylonians of lower or southern Iraq, 
then the Persians of Iran, 
then the Greeks of Greece 
and then the Romans of Italy.

God decides to start a great war.  He will get 1a powerful nation to organise its army to prepare for a campaign.  Although they are far away and you don't know them, God will get them to plan to attack in the direction of Israel.  Their army is efficient and good at fighting, and it will come this way, moving fast.

Their army is hyper-efficient.  None of their soldiers gets tired, despite the huge distances they march.  None of them trips up or stumbles, despite the obstacles they have to cross over on the way.  None of them doze off while on duty.  Tiredness does not hold them up.  They seem to need very little sleep.  Their equipment is always in good order.  Their belts and straps that hold their equipment never come loose, nor do the straps on their sandals ever break.

Their arrows are sharp and deadly.  Their military power is ready for their campaign of conquest.  Their horses' hooves seem to be like hard knives that will cause panic to their enemies.  Their chariot wheels will thunder like a terrible storm approaching that no one can escape.

Their attack will be like that of a roaring lion.  Once they have conquered a nation or any community, no one will be able to save those poor people.  They will be as helpless as the prey that a lion snatches away and then protects by growling.

When that happens, the people of the conquered nation will be left groaning pitifully.  They will sound like the constant, non-stop sound of the waves of the sea.  Anyone looking for life to become stable and settled again will see nothing but more and more dark storms of trouble and suffering building up over their country.  Even if a bit of light or hope comes for a little while, it will soon be darkened with disappointment and more suffering.

1a powerful nation:  Isaiah's prophecy was perfectly accurate.  The kings of Assyria were able to build up the most powerful army in the world.  His nation began to conquer country after country.  The only country that could offer them any resistance or opposition was Egypt.  So the Assyrian army began to move in the direction of Egypt, taking control of the countries between them.  Three of the main countries the Assyrians wanted to take over were Syria, whose capital was Damascus, and Israel next to Syria, and Judah between Israel and Egypt.

The Assyrian generals and their soldiers were exceptionally efficient and extraordinarily cruel.  They were feared far more than the armies of the Babylonians or Persians or Greeks or Romans would be years later.  The Assyrians used to boast of how successful and cruel they were.  They carved on their stone walls pictures of how horribly they tortured their enemies.  Their idea was that this would make people too scared to rebel against them or disobey them in any way.  They used terror to conquer countries and then control them.

This was the form of punishment that the Lord was going to send against Israel because of the shocking disobedience by the nation against their God.  They had completely broken all of God's laws, and caused great suffering to their own people.  They had become arrogant and wicked.  God would not tolerate it.  He warned them through Isaiah and other prophets.  When the leaders and the people refused to listen to God's prophets, then the awful prophecies came true.  

Since the Israelites had refused to obey a good and kind God they would now have to obey a bad and cruel Assyrian tyranny.

Chapter 6
Isaiah now tells us how he got his calling from God to be a prophet.  He begins by telling us when it happened.  It happened when the king of Judah died.  The king was a man called Uzziah [yoo-zigh-a].  We know when he died.  It was over 700 years before Jesus Christ was born.  (To be exact, it was 740 BC.)
King Uzziah had ruled Judah for a long time.  Uzziah was popular with the people of Judah.  He began to rule the country with his dad when he was only 16.  He ruled Judah for over 50 years.  One of his great achievements was to build up the army of Judah.  With it young king Uzziah conquered the territory of the Sinai Peninsula right down to the right hand finger of the Red Sea.  He also conquered the Philistines who had been such a problem in King David's time.  His hobby was building farming settlements in the desert that goes down to Sinai, and in the foothills that lead down to the Mediterranean Sea, just as the modern nation of Israel has done since 1948.  All this success by their King Uzziah had made life good for the people of Judah.

Unfortunately, good King Uzziah's success and popularity went to his head.  He became proud and arrogant.  Finally he went too far: he took over some of the duties of the High Priest, as well as being king.  For this God punished him by causing him to become sick and crippled with leprosy.  He had to be put away for the last years of his life, and his son took over as king.  Worse still, his grandson Ahaz became one of the worst kings Judah ever had.  Under King Ahaz Judah was seriously troubled by war with her neighbour Israel, war with the huge country of Syria, and war with the super-power of Assyria.  

That was when Isaiah did much of his work as a prophet for God and an adviser to the king.

6.1-4  ISAIAH SEES THE LORD

King Uzziah's long and successful rule has come to an end.  Great changes are now going to happen to the land of Judah.  Life is going to get very difficult for the people whom Isaiah is going to teach and be their spiritual leader.  Both the nation and the prophet are going to have a hard time.  To give Isaiah encouragement and guidance, God gives him an experience he would never forget.  He saw God being worshiped by his angels.  It was breathtaking and overwhelming.  It was awesome!  It was also the most wonderful thing that ever happened to Isaiah.

In the year of the death of King Uzziah I saw the Lord, the excellent, marvellous Lord.  He revealed himself to me.  He was sitting on his throne.  He sits there permanently, forever and ever.  Kings come and go, but God is eternal.  He sits up there, far above all worldly powers, receiving praise and honour from the angels.  He was magnificently dressed, and filled the temple with his splendour and glory.

Around the Lord were his permanent attendants, like heavenly princes, special noble angels burning as fire.  They were flying overhead.  Each one of them had six wings.  With two of his wings he covered his face as a sign of deep respect in the presence of the Lord.  None of them could look directly at God.  He is too brilliant.  With another two of his wings the burning angel, or seraph [se-rif], covered his feet.  This was a sign that he was a humble and dedicated servant of the Lord.  With the other two wings he flew, and was always ready to fly anywhere to do what the Lord wanted.  He would not just walk to obey God - he would fly!

These princely, burning angels called out to one another, and loudly announced their praise for the Lord.  They say:  The Lord Almighty, the Lord of the great armies of angels and the crowds of people in heaven who worship him - the Lord is Holy!  He is holy, utterly holy, and gloriously holy!  He is absolutely pure, utterly clean, perfectly good, and magnificently lovely!  He is splendid!  He is superb!  He is perfect!  Everywhere on earth there are clear signs of his brilliant excellence and magnificent glory.  He deserves everyone's total respect.  These words penetrated deep down into Isaiah's soul.

Then the entrance to the temple, where Isaiah was standing, began to shake as if there were an earthquake.  The giant pillars swayed and the whole foundation shook at the sound of the seraph's calling overhead to one another.  It was awesome!  The whole temple was filled with a cloud like smoke.  Nothing more could be seen.  No one could go near.  This experience left Isaiah stunned.  It filled him with awe and left him completely overwhelmed...

6.5-7  ISAIAH IS FORGIVEN

Then I thought:  O no!  I feel dreadful!  I've had it!  I'm ruined!  I'm just a bad and rotten man.  I've said so many horrible things in my life.  And I'm living among people who say such ugly and nasty things.  Then here, right in front of me, 1I see the great King, the Lord Almighty, the Lord of the universe, the Lord of the hosts of heaven.  No one can escape from him.  I'm ruined!  We're all ruined!

But then God did a wonderful and lovely thing for me.  One of the burning angels, or seraphs, flew across to me.  In his hand was 2a very hot stone that he had taken with a pair of tongs from the fire on the altar.  It was the altar that God gave the Israelites to take away the sins that they regretted.

The seraph touched my mouth with the hot stone, and said:  Look, this has touched your lips.  It has burnt away this guiltiness that you feel about what you have said in the past.  Your guilt is cancelled and wiped out.  3Your sins are atoned for.  You do not need to worry about them anymore.

1I see the great King:  The closer one gets to God the more one realises how pathetic and stupid and nasty we are.  God is so good!  But we are actually and truly no good at all...

2a very hot stone:  The Hebrews used a flat stone to bake bread on it, or to cook meat on it.  The stone would be put on the fire and left to get very, very hot indeed.  Then it was taken off the fire, and the heat stored up in it was used for baking or roasting.  As the stone was used to turn raw dough into cooked bread, so it is now used to turn sinful lips into a godly mouth.
But some ancient Jewish teachers, who knew the Hebrew language very well, thought that in this case the hot stone was actually a piece of red-hot burning coal.  To them the past sins of Isaiah’s mouth were completely burnt away by the hot piece of coal.
3Your sins are atoned for:  This is one of the great and blessed gifts that God gave us in the Old Testament.  Instead of us being responsible for our sins and ending up being punished for them, God has atoned for what we have done that was wrong and bad.  Atonement is not something that we can do for ourselves, nor can anyone do this for someone else.  Like creation, or miracles, atonement is a work of God.  

Atonement means to purify or clean our conscience.  It means to burn up or cover up what is unacceptable to God.  Roasting or baking turns something raw that we cannot eat into something good and nice to eat.  In the same way God turns our nasty sins into a good life.  
Atonement means to get rid of what we are guilty of, and wipe it all out so that it no longer offends God or makes him angry.  
Atonement means to make God smile and to give us peace.  There is nothing we need more than to have our sins atoned for.  We need God to get rid of the filthy things we have done and said, things that we regret but cannot undo.  What we have said cannot be rubbed out – except by the kindness of God.  
God’s atonement is a miracle!  It’s the best thing that can happen to us!

6.8-10  GOD TELLS ISAIAH WHAT TO DO

Then I listened to the voice of the Lord speaking.  He said:  Who am I going to send as my messenger to my people?  Who will go 1for us to all these people?  I replied:  I am willing.  Send me!

The Lord then gave me this order:  Alright, go!  Go and tell these people what I tell you.  Say to them:  2You will NOT listen to me!  You will certainly hear what I want to say to you, but you will not understand it.  You will not believe it.  You will not take it to heart.  You will not be clear about what I tell you.  You will certainly be taught what I have to say and be aware of the truth, but you will not realise how important it is, and you will not admit that it is really true.

Instead, when the people hear the message I give you, they will be more interested in being successful.  They will become arrogant.  They will not listen, and therefore they will become stupid.  They will just shut their minds to the truth, and be completely stubborn.  If only someone would listen, I would help him.  But just go and tell them anyway!

1for us:  God usually says, "I" or "me".  But sometimes he says, "We" or "us".  God usually says I or me when he wants us to listen carefully to what he has to say.  He wants us to understand him and pay attention to him.  On the other hand, when God says “we or us” it usually makes us realise how great and mysterious and wonderful he is.  That encourages us to worship him.  Worshiping God is the best thing we can do in life to find true happiness.  

Sometimes a great person or leader calls himself ‘we’ instead of I, and that means that he is hinting that he is too important for anyone to argue with him.

But God IS very great, and far too complicated for us to understand him.  

God is a spirit, and God has a Spirit who is also God.  On top of that, through the prophet Isaiah, God is going to say that he is going to send his Son to his people.  God's Son is also God.  So we call God, 

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

Remember too that God has always existed.  He was there before time.  He has been in existence for all eternity.  This is another thing about God that is too complicated for us to understand.  And there are many other facts about God that are too complicated and too wonderful for us to know about.  So we just listen to what the Bible says about God and make sure that we 

believe in him, 
worship him 
and be faithful to him.

2You will NOT listen to me:  What God says here, through the prophet Isaiah, is quoted in all the first six books in the New Testament:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts and Romans.  This shows that it is very important.  Since the beginning of the world, in the time of Adam and Eve, right until now, the main problem in life has been that people will not listen to God.  As a result, things go wrong.  Lots of things go badly wrong!  And people suffer as a result.

If you are interested in looking at how the New Testament quotes from Isaiah you can look at:

Matthew 13.14-15 (Isaiah 6.9), Mark 4.10-12 (Isaiah 6.9), Luke 8.10 (Isaiah 6.9), 
John 12.39-41 (Isaiah 53.1, 6.1 and 10), Acts 28.26-27 (Isaiah 6.9-10) and Romans 11.8 (Isaiah 29.10).
If you looked up those passages you would see that Matthew, Mark and Luke link this prophecy of Isaiah with Jesus' parable of the sower.  The Sower planted seed, and some fell on the path, some on rocky soil and some among weeds.  
But some seed did fall on good ground.  
Though many people don't listen to God and his servants, there are also people who do.

6.11-13  GOD WILL SEND THE NATION FAR AWAY

Then I asked the Lord:  Until when may I go on warning the people, Lord?  The Lord replied:  Do not stop until their cities have crashed in ruins.  Keep at it until there are no more people living in their homes, and their houses stand completely empty.  Go on warning them until they have had to stop farming in their fields, and their lands are empty and there is no more food for anyone.

The Lord will take their people far, far away, into exile.  Their whole country will be completely deserted.  There will be no one living in this land of theirs.

At one stage there will be only a few people left in this area.  But then the Lord will come back again in anger and destroy the country.  He will burn it up and devastate it.  It will be the end of the nation.  But at the same time God will see to it that something good remains.  Not everything will be lost forever.  Take the example of an oak tree, or any really tough tree.  If you cut it down, you leave a strong stump in the ground, and it will start sprouting leaves again.  In the same way there are still a few godly and holy people left in the nation, and I shall see to it that their faith survives to their future generations.  Pure, clean faith in God will never totally die out.

The fact that the nation of Israel and Judah would not listen to the prophets like Isaiah, Micah and Hosea [hoh-zee-a], meant that tragedy and disaster would come upon them.  The problems hit Israel first.

The most successful king that Israel ever had was Jeroboam [jera-boh-im].  He was known as Jeroboam 2, Jeroboam the Second.  The first Jeroboam had been the first king of Israel when the ten northern tribes broke away from the main tribe of Judah whose king ruled in Jerusalem.  Jeroboam 2 ruled at the same time as the successful King Uzziah, king of Judah.  Although Jeroboam was a successful king, he was a bad man who would not listen to God.

After the two great kings Uzziah (of Judah) and Jeroboam (of Israel) died, trouble began to build up.  The great Assyrian army was on the march.  It defeated Syria and the two and a half Israelite tribes who lived on the east of the Jordan River, known as the Transjordan.  The other Israelite tribes on the west bank of the Jordan were left alone only because they surrendered to the Assyrians, obeyed them and paid them heavy taxes.  This made life difficult for the Israelites.  
Eventually they saw an opportunity to rebel against the Assyrians and stop paying taxes.  The Assyrian army then came back and conquered the whole country.  By 700 BC the Assyrians had taken the Israelites away as captives to northern Assyria.  They never came back to their homeland again.  
Instead, the Assyrians brought the Samaritans from foreign countries and settled them in the country around Samaria, the capital of Israel.  The Samaritans were still there 700 years later in the time of Jesus.  The Samaritans came to believe in some parts of the Jewish Bible, like the writings of Moses, but not in other parts, like the writings of the prophets.  The Jews could never get on with the Samaritans, but Jesus did get on with them, and many Samaritans became believers in Jesus.

Chapter 7
Isaiah now mentions five names of kings who are not well known to us, but there was a lot of excitement around them in Isaiah's time.  Isaiah is writing about King Ahaz [ay-haz OR a-chaz in Hebrew, ch as in loch] and the trouble that arose in his time.  The five kings Isaiah is talking about are as follows:

- King Uzziah [yoo-zigh-a] of Judah was Ahaz's grandfather.  He was a grand old man, and a good king, and loyal to God.  He ruled for many years, and built up Judah to be a strong and prosperous country.  He conquered territory right down the Sinai desert to the port at Elath [ay-lat] at the tip of the Red Sea.  He also put the Philistines firmly in their place.  But when he died, trouble began to arise in that part of the world.  The Assyrians [a-sirri-ins] began to turn their attention towards Syria, Israel and Judah.  The Assyrians had become a super-power.  In fact, they were the world's first super-power.  Their armies were incredibly efficient, tough, ruthless and cruel.

- King Jotham [joh-thim OR yaw-tum in Hebrew] was Uzziah's son and Ahaz's father.  He did not rule for many years, and was quite a good man, though not as good a believer or as good a king as his father had been.  Nevertheless he was a believer, and it was a tragedy that his son Ahaz was NOT a believer, and a bad man and a nasty king.  Ahaz was one of the worst kings Judah ever had.  It is such a tragedy when parents who are believers, like King Jotham, have children who are not believers, like Ahaz.

- King Ahaz [ay-haz] began ruling Judah together with his father King Jotham when he was still a teenager.  His father died when Ahaz was in his twenties, and Ahaz then took over ruling the country.  He immediately became a big problem for Isaiah because of his unfaithfulness to God.  On the other hand, Isaiah the prophet became a nuisance to King Ahaz because Ahaz the king did not want to listen to God his lord and master.

- King Rezin [r’tseen in Hebrew] was the ruler of Syria, which was also known as Aram.  The language of that area was Aramaic [a-ra-may-ik], which was Jesus' home language 700 years after Isaiah's time.  Syria, whose capital was Damascus, was a much bigger and stronger country than both Israel and Judah put together.  But during the reigns of Kings Uzziah and Jotham, the Assyrians had kept the Syrians under their thumb so that they were helpless and to a large extent leaderless.  But during the reigns of King Uzziah in Judah and King Jeroboam 2 in Israel, Assyria had to face other problems that kept them away from this general area.  It was then that Rezin [r’tseen] came to the throne in Syria.  He was a strong man and became a powerful ruler.  He built up Syria until it dominated the whole area between Assyria in the north and Egypt in the south.  Rezin conquered the territory right down the Sinai strip as far as Elath on the Red Sea that King Uzziah had previously controlled.

- King Pekah [pe-kach, ch as in loch] became the king of Israel, which was also known as Ephraim because that was the strongest of the ten tribes.  He used to be an army officer, and he performed a coup [koo] to get rid of Israel's king and to make himself king.  For a long time Israel's kings had bowed down to the king of Assyria and paid him whatever taxes he demanded.  In Pekah's time, while the Assyrians were staying away from Israel to attend to other problems they had, Pekah's new government decided to rebel against the Assyrians.  They stopped paying those huge taxes to them.  So did the Syrians under Rezin [r’tseen].  

For both Syria and Israel this had become a tense time in their history.  They had decided to reject the control of the super-power Assyria over their countries.  They hoped that Judah under King Ahaz would join them, and that Egypt would back them up.  Egypt was the only country in the Middle East that could possibly have stood up against Assyria.  But these hopes were dashed by Ahaz.  Ahaz was so afraid of the Assyrians that he would not join the alliance to stand up against them.  This caused Israel and Syria, who had always been enemies, to join together to fight against Judah to force them to join the anti-Assyria alliance.

Isaiah, who was guided by God, now became Ahaz's adviser, although Ahaz would not listen to God.  Isaiah kept telling Ahaz to trust in God.  Ahaz insisted upon relying on the Assyrians to help him when he was attacked by Syria and Israel.  Ahaz not only sent taxes to the Assyrian king, but also began to worship the Assyrians' gods - just in order to get their help when Pekah [pe-kach] and Rezin [r’steen] attacked him.

7.1-2  JUDAH IS ATTACKED BY SYRIA AND ISRAEL

This is what happened in the time of Ahaz, king of Judah and son of Jotham who was the son of Uzziah.  Rezin [r’tseen], king of Aram, or Syria, attacked Jerusalem, with Pekah [pe-kach, ch as in loch], who had just been an army officer but was now the king of Israel.  These two kings joined together to fight against Jerusalem.  But they were not able to break through its walls and get into the city to conquer it.

What originally happened was this:  The bad news came to Ahaz that Aram and Ephraim had joined forces.  They had become friends in order to force Judah to join them against the Assyrians.  Ahaz was supposed to be directly descended from the great king David who had always turned to God when he was in danger.  Because David had turned to God when there was any danger, he was also a very brave man and a first-class leader.  But his descendent Ahaz was nothing like his ancestor King David.  When Ahaz got this bad news he fell into despair, and so did his people.  They panicked.  The noise of the people in the palace, with their shouting and screaming, was like the tremendous sound of a powerful wind howling through a great forest.  The panic swept through Jerusalem.  The last thing anyone thought about in that chaos was turning to God to pray for help.

7.3-6  ISAIAH MUST TELL KING AHAZ NOT TO WORRY

Then, with all this panic going on, God told 1Isaiah:  I want you, please, to go out of the city to meet Ahaz.  You must take your son, 2Survivor, with you.  Go along the bank of the water-channel of 3the Upper Pool, on the road through the field where one does 4the washing.

Tell the king this:  Watch yourself!  Keep calm!  Don't be scared!  Don't lose your courage and don't go to pieces and give up.  Let me tell you that these two kings you are so worried about won't last long.  They will be like sticks people use to poke into a fire.  They soon catch alight and go up in smoke.  Don't be discouraged by the furious anger of 5that man Rezin [r’tseen] and 6Syria-Aram and 7that common man who now rules Israel, that is, Pekah [pe-kach].  

Don't be terrified just because the leaders of Aram have plotted your ruin with Ephraim, the leading tribe of Israel, and that common man who rules them.

They have announced, to intimidate you, that "We shall invade Judah.  We shall surround Jerusalem and put great fear into the hearts of its people.  Together we shall break into the city, and we'll set up 8our own man in the city as their king, someone who will do exactly as we say."

1Isaiah:  The name Isaiah [y’sha-yah in Hebrew], Y'sha-yah, means, "The Lord will save" (Yah for YAH-WEH).  Isaiah’s name tells us that God is going to get us out of all our troubles.

Isaiah was the adviser to three kings of Judah.  First there was Jotham, then his son Ahaz, and thirdly his grandson Hezekiah [hez-a-kigh-a].  Jotham was a good king.  Ahaz was one of the worst kings Judah ever had, and his son Hezekiah was one of the best kings Judah ever had.

2Survivor:  Isaiah's son's real name was Sh'ar Yashuv [sh'ar ya-shoov].  It was a name with a special meaning.  The literal meaning was, 
SH'AR: some people shall survive, YASHUV: they shall return.
What God wants Isaiah to do is to try to encourage Ahaz who is desperately afraid.  
Isaiah must show Ahaz that things are going to turn out alright in the end.

But Sh'ar Yashuv, or Survivor, is not only a sign to Ahaz that things will turn out right in the end.  It is also an amazing prophecy.  In over 100 years' time the people of Judah would be captured by King Nebuchadnezzar and taken away to Babylon.  But after being there for about 70 years, some of the survivors would be brought back to Jerusalem and Judah by God.  The survivors would be called "The Remnant", which means the ones who remain.  So Sh'ar Yashuv actually means,
 "A Remnant shall Return."
This also is good news from God that means that everything will come right in the end.  If everything is going to come right in the end, there is no need for us to panic or get too upset when things go wrong from time to time.

3the Upper Pool:  There were two large pools just outside Jerusalem.  The Upper Pool was used by the king, and important people.  The Lower Pool was used by the ordinary people of the city.  Isaiah was to meet the king at the place where he would wash or bath.  In this crisis washing would make the king feel better, while having a bath would give him time to think.  But what the king needed more than a bath was to listen to God.  What the king needed to wash was not just his hands or face or whole body, but his mind and his thinking, his heart and his whole attitude.  The first thing to do when there is trouble or danger is to make sure one's conscience is clean, and that one's soul is filled with confidence in God.
4the washing:  Isaiah was to go to the place where the king bathed and where his laundry was washed.  Isaiah realised that God wanted Ahaz's ears to be washed rather than just his clothing.  Isaiah knew that God wanted king Ahaz to listen to the message that the Lord was sending the king through the prophet.

5that man Rezin [r’tseen]:  When Isaiah was a boy, the king of Israel was Jeroboam 2.  He was the strongest king the northern tribes of Israel ever had.  In his time Israel dominated Syria.  But things changed when Rezin came to power as king of Syria and when Jeroboam died.  Rezin was a strong personality and he built Syria up into a much stronger country than it had been.  It became stronger than either Israel or Judah.  So, when King Pekah [pe-kach] and King Rezin [r’tseen] joined forces against King Ahaz of Judah, Judah was very much the weaker side.  Although the tribe of Judah was the strongest tribe, there were ten tribes in northern Israel.  So Pekah and Rezin were quite confident that they could defeat Ahaz.  

The reason why Rezin was so angry with Ahaz was because Ahaz would not co-operate with him.  Rezin became king at a time that the Assyrians had pulled away from the area of Syria to deal with problems caused by the Babylonians before the time of Nebuchadnezzar.  Rezin saw this as a golden opportunity for Syria and Israel and Judah to gang up together.  They could then stop paying taxes to the Assyrians.  They hoped that Egypt would support them because Egypt was an enemy of the Assyrians.  But Ahaz was more scared of Assyria than Rezin and Pekah were, so he refused to join their rebellion against the King of Assyria.  Ahaz kept on paying taxes to the Assyrians.  Rezin and Pekah decided to get together to teach Ahaz a lesson.

Isaiah speaks about Rezin in a way that shows that he has no respect for that man.  Rezin was a bully.

6Syria-Aram:  What we call Syria today was called Aram in those days.  The people who lived in and around Aram spoke Aramaic.  Even the Hebrew-speaking Israelites and Jews often spoke Aramaic, which is very similar to Hebrew.  Jesus' mother tongue was Aramaic, even though he was born 700 years after Isaiah's time.  

The country Assyria in those days is today known as Iraq.

7that common man who now rules Israel:  Pekah [pe-kach, ch as in loch] was a senior army officer at a time when the people were getting tired of their wicked and corrupt king.  So Pekah plotted a coup against the king and assassinated him.  He then took over as king.  But the way Isaiah talks about him makes it obvious that Isaiah regards Pekah as an illegitimate ruler.  He had no right to take over the crown.  He is not a genuine king.  

8our own man:  Rezin and Pekah had their own man in mind to take over as king of Judah.  His name was Tov-el [tov'ayl].  The name Tovel means "God is good." (‘El’ means God and ‘tov’ means good.)  Whether Rezin and Pekah thought that such a man, with such a name, would win the support of the Jews since Ahaz was such an ungodly man - who knows?

Isaiah is trying to encourage King Ahaz to have faith in God.  God has told Isaiah that he will support Ahaz, but Ahaz feels that the Assyrians are a safer bet than God.  Isaiah knows that the Assyrians cannot be trusted, while God is completely faithful to those who listen to him.  To be a good ruler and decision maker, Ahaz needs to have faith in God.  Faith is the opposite of fear.  Either fear wipes out faith, or faith overcomes fear.  Isaiah is doing his best to get faith to win the struggle in Ahaz' life.  But Isaiah's mission is a very difficult one.  Ahaz finds it easier to gamble with politics than to rely on God who is willing to support him.
7.7-9  ISAIAH TELLS AHAZ NOT TO BE AFRAID

This is what the Lord says, the Lord who is in charge of all nations:  What these two kings are planning is not going to succeed.  What they want to do will never happen.

Do not be afraid of Syria-Aram [ah-rum], nor of Israel.  Aram is controlled by its capital city Damascus [d'mas-kis], and all decisions in Damascus are taken by just one man:  Rezin.  Don't be scared of him!  And as for Israel-Ephraim [ef-ra-im], I can tell you that in 65 years, the life-time of just one person, Ephraim will no longer be a nation.  It will have been completely wiped out!  The people of that country will be shattered and will never cause Judah any more trouble.  
The capital of Ephraim is Samaria [s'mary-a], which controls the whole country.  In Samaria all decisions are taken by that ordinary man who is supposed to be king.  Don't be scared of him either!  Everything now depends on your faith in God.  
If you don't have confidence in God, you can NOT be SURE of your future.

7.10-16  ISAIAH'S ASTONISHING PROPHECY

Through Isaiah, his prophet, 1the Lord tried another time to encourage Ahaz to believe in him.  Isaiah said to Ahaz:

Ask the Lord your God for any proof you like that he will support you.  You can ask for anything, no matter how difficult or mysterious it may be.  You may ask for anything you want to, no matter how powerful or wonderful it may be.  God is giving you a wide-open choice to give you the courage to stand up against Syria and Israel who have ganged up to attack Judah.

But Ahaz did not want the Lord to prove anything.  He replied to Isaiah:  No!  I won't ask for anything.  I shall not try to tell God what to do.  2I shall not tempt the Lord or try to test him.  No, I don't want to risk criticizing him, thank you!

At this Isaiah lost all patience with Ahaz and his excuses.  Isaiah said, in frustration:  Now listen to me!  You have forgotten that you are descended from the great King David.  He would never have behaved like this.  You leaders don't care how much you annoy people with your hypocrisy.  And now you are even annoying 3my God as well.  Because of this many people have lost patience with you and your whole leadership.  And now God has lost patience with you too.

So, since you won't ask God for a sign as he told you to, the Lord himself will produce a sign for you.  He will show you clearly that he does care for his people.  Watch out for this sign:  4A young woman who is not yet married will have a baby boy.  She will have more faith in God than you have, because she will call her little son 5Immanuel (that means that God is with us.  “El” [ayl] is God, “Im” means ‘with’ and “immanu” [im-mah-noo] means ‘with us.’)  

Your country will be quite safe and even well-off with 6milk and honey until that child is old enough to refuse to do what's wrong, and is able to decide for himself to do what's right.  
However, before that boy is old enough to refuse to do what's wrong, and is able to decide for himself to do what's right, the country you are so scared about because of those two kings, will be ruined.  7The land of Syria will be shattered.

1the Lord tried another time to encourage Ahaz to believe:  King Ahaz was descended from King David, who was a great believer in God.  King Uzziah, Ahaz's grandfather, was also a good believer.  Ahaz's Dad, Jotham, also believed in the Lord.  Therefore Ahaz must have, and should have had, some sort of faith in God.  He had certainly been taught about the Lord.  So Isaiah was trying to urge and encourage him to put his trust in God now that there was a crisis in the land.  King Ahaz's problem was that Rezin, King of Syria, with Israel's support, attacked Judah.  But he was not able to capture Jerusalem.  God protected Jerusalem.  

Then later on Assyria attacked Syria under King Rezin and Israel under King Pekah.  That was the end of the threat of Pekah and Rezin against Ahaz and Judah.

2I shall not tempt the Lord:  When people don't want to do what they should, they often make excuses.  The kind of excuse they like most is one that sounds good or right.  In this case King Ahaz chose the command in the book of Deuteronomy 6.16 [dew-t'ron-a’mee] where the Bible says:  You may not try to test the Lord your God.  But one is NOT testing or tempting God when one does what he tells one to do.  Ahaz and his leaders had got used to making excuses where God was concerned.  Ahaz would even use the Bible to argue with God.

3my God:  When Isaiah tried to encourage Ahaz to believe he said to him, "Ask the Lord your God for any proof you like."  But Ahaz just made excuses and would not listen to Isaiah.  Isaiah then lost patience with him, and changed from speaking about "the Lord your God" to "now you are even annoying my God as well."  Isaiah had now given up trying to encourage King Ahaz to believe in God and to trust him and obey him.  

4A young woman:  This is a Hebrew word, "Almah" [al-mah] that people have been arguing about for centuries.  Different English versions of the Bible translate it differently.  Some, like the New International Version, translate the word as "a virgin", while others, like the Good News, translate it as "a young woman."  A virgin means that the woman, or girl, is not yet married.  But a young woman could mean either that she is not yet married or that she is married although still quite young.  One cannot tell whether a young woman is married or not, but one does know that normally a virgin is not a wife.  The word "almah" would normally be translated as "a young woman", but could very possibly also be translated as "a virgin."  So both translations could be correct.

The reason why this issue is so important is because of the unusual birth of Jesus Christ whom Christians believe to be the Messiah and the Son of God.  To Christians this prophecy from God, in the Old Testament, is very important, and is often read at Christmas time.  The reason why Christians believe that “almah” in this prophecy of Isaiah means ‘virgin’ is based on two important points:  

The first is the Greek translation of the Old Testament.  The Old Testament was written in the Hebrew language.  But before 300 BC Alexander the Great, the Greek king, conquered Palestine.  From then on, the Jews began to speak Greek, like the rest of the world that Alexander had conquered.  Greek became so popular that seventy Jewish scholars decided to translate the Old Testament into Greek.  By about 200 years before Jesus was born this new version became available for Greek speaking Jews.  It was called the LXX (a Latin number for 70:  L is 50, X is 10 and XX is 20) or Septuagint [sep-too-a-gint, or sep-too-a-jint], meaning 70.  When the Jewish scholars got to Isaiah 7.14, they translated "almah" as "virgin".  They understood that Isaiah was talking about a girl who was not yet married.  

Isaiah was saying that Ahaz actually had nothing to fear because Jerusalem would be safe for a number of years yet.  God advised Isaiah to predict that there would be time for this girl to get married and have a son, and even for the boy to become responsible and honest.  In all that time God would look after Jerusalem despite Rezin's attempt to conquer it.  

Ahaz died as a young man of about 30, but he lived just long enough to see Assyria destroy Rezin of Syria and Pekah of Israel.  About a year later he himself died.

The second point is that when Matthew, who was a Jew, wrote about Jesus' birth, he quoted Isaiah 7.14 to prove that Mary was a virgin when she gave birth to Jesus.  Matthew wrote this so that everyone might know that Jesus had no human father.  The person who caused Mary to have a baby was God himself.  The birth of Jesus Christ was a miracle, the only one of its kind in all human history.  This explains how Jesus was able to rise up to live again after he had been dead over a period that covered three separate days.  That miraculous resurrection is the final proof that Jesus was the Son of God who was born of the virgin Mary.  Matthew says clearly that this is what God prophesied when Isaiah spoke to Ahaz.

So the interesting things about Isaiah's prophecy are as follows:

First, his prediction to Ahaz came true.  Instead of being destroyed by Pekah and Rezin, Ahaz saw those two kings ruined and killed.  And this happened before the little boy was old enough to be a responsible child.  It is when God's predictions come true that people can know that they really came from God.  

Secondly, Isaiah prophesied that a boy would be born who would not do what was wrong, and would do what was right.  This was a perfect description of the Messiah.  He would be the one person in history who would live a perfect life, even as a small boy.
Thirdly, five hundred years later the 70 Jewish experts knew that Isaiah had spoken about a virgin when they translated this prophecy into Greek.  This was two hundred years before Jesus was born.

Fourthly, Matthew was a close friend of Jesus, and had the awesome experience of seeing Jesus rise from the dead.  When he came to write about Jesus' life-story, he said that Jesus was born of a virgin, who was Mary, just as Isaiah had prophesied.  (Matthew 1.18-25)
5Immanuel:  Many Israelites or Jews had names with meanings, especially meanings connected to God or the Lord in some way.  "Im" is Hebrew for "with".  "Immanu" means "with us".  "El" means "God who is powerful, mighty and strong".  That is, he is a God you can rely on whatever the problem may be.  Obviously, by calling her baby Immanuel, this young woman would have more faith in God than King Ahaz had.  700 years later Jesus would have a mother who had a very deep faith in God.  God sent an angel to tell her that she was highly favoured by God.

6milk and honey:  "Milk and honey" was the Hebrew way of saying "Life is good!"  The Hebrew word used here for milk could strictly mean cheese.  Since cheese is made from milk the word could mean either cheese or milk.

6The land of Syria will be shattered:  We know from ancient history when this was.  Just before 730 BC Assyria attacked Syria and conquered it and punished the country for its rebellion.  The country was ruined.  Rezin, of course, was killed.  

King Ahaz died about a year later.  His son Hezekiah took over as king of Judah.  Hezekiah was a firm, strong and deep believer in God, completely unlike his dad.  

Assyria also brought Israel under its rule so that Israel also ceased to be a threat to Judah.  The Assyrians took over the northern parts of Israel, as well as the parts on the other side of the Jordan River.  They did this just before 720 BC (To be exact it was in 722 BC.)  Both Rezin of Syria and Pekah of Israel were dead before Ahaz died.  
Isaiah's advice to King Ahaz had been right:  
Trust God, and don't be afraid of them!
7.17-20  ISAIAH WARNS OF A GREATER DANGER

Isaiah's problem is that King Ahaz has got his way of thinking wrong.  His priorities, his understanding of what is important and what is not, are all wrong.  He is worried about Syria and Israel, which Isaiah can see are not something to be frightened about.  The real problem facing Ahab is the two great powers Assyria, to the north, and Egypt to the south.  Ahab is trying to play big politics.  He wants to send huge sums of money to Assyria to attack or threaten Syria and Israel from the north.  Then, if Assyria becomes too much of a problem for Judah, Ahaz is hoping that Egypt will come up from the south to stop Assyria from coming too far down towards Judah.  Remember that Judah was further away from Assyria than Syria and Israel, and Judah was also closer to Egypt than the other two countries.  That is why Ahaz hoped that Assyria would attack only Syria and Israel, and not Judah.
To Isaiah, who is in close touch with God, this is crazy thinking by the king.  The Assyrians were one of the cruellest people in all history.  There was not the faintest chance of their becoming pals with the Jews.  The Egyptians, of course, had never been friendly towards the Israelites since the exodus well over 500 years before.

Isaiah explained the true situation to King Ahaz.  He said:  The Lord will bring upon you and, on your people, and on the kings who will come after you, a terrible danger.  The Lord will bring about a disaster such as the nation has not experienced since 1Israel rebelled and broke away from Judah 200 years ago.  The Lord is going to bring the King of Assyria against you.  

Bee-keepers make a hissing-whistling sound that attracts bees in a mysterious way.  In the same sort of miraculous way the Lord is going to get the Egyptians to come here like flies from the banks of their rivers, and the Assyrians to come here from their country like bees.  

The Assyrians and the Egyptians will come like great swarms of insects.  They will settle everywhere and completely take over the country.  They will be like pests that settle in deep ravines, in clefts in the rocks, in thorn bushes and even in watering holes.  They will be everywhere!  You won't be able to get rid of them.

When that day comes the Lord who controls the nations will use the Assyrians from beyond 2the Euphrates River to come here to devastate the country.  It will be like paying a barber to cut your hair.  But he then proceeds to shave off all your hair and 3shave off your beard and shave off the hair on your legs – everything!  You will end up feeling weird and embarrassed, and wishing you had never paid him.

1Israel rebelled:  This happened when King Solomon died.  When Solomon's son, and King David's grandson, became king, the northern tribes had become tired of the heavy taxes that Solomon had demanded to make his kingdom so great.  Solomon's son just ignored their complaints and requests for less taxation.  So, the ten northern tribes chose their own king, an officer who had been hiding away in Egypt from King Solomon.  His name was Jeroboam 1.  He became King Jeroboam the First of Israel.  He not only broke away from Judah but also from God, and his people followed him into the worship of idols.  The Israelites became unbelievers while the Jews became poor believers by Isaiah's time.

2the Euphrates River:  The Euphrates River was far to the north of Israel.  It divided Israel and Syria from the Assyrians who lived on the other side of it.  So throughout their history the Israelites always felt that the Euphrates was a safety barrier that protected them from the powerful and dangerous foreign nations to the north.

3shave off your beard:  In those days men wore beards.  Their beards were a sign of their manhood and also of their age or seniority.  For a man to have his beard shaved off was humiliating and even disgraceful.

7.21-25  WHEN THE ASSYRIANS ATTACK

When the time comes that the Assyrians invade us, this is what is going to happen: we shall still be able to survive, so don’t panic!  Everyone will be able to keep a healthy young cow and a couple of sheep in order to keep going.

The people who survive the attack and invasion of the Assyrians will still be able to go on living in our country and be able to enjoy some of its good things like 1milk and honey.  They will be able to produce plenty of it for everyone who survives.  The Assyrians will punish the people but they won't destroy the country.

What will happen when the Assyrians attack is that the rich people will suffer.  Where there were huge prosperous vineyards worth thousands of silver, there will now be just 2thorns, thorns, and more thorns growing wild everywhere.

Large scale farming will come to an end.  People will have to go back to hunting with bows and arrows because the thorn-bushes will take over the fields throughout the land.

You won't be able to go to the top of the mountain range where the fields used to be ploughed to produce crops.  There will be too many thorn-bushes there.  All that people will be able to do is to let their cattle loose there, and let their sheep roam freely about.

6milk and honey:  "Milk and honey" was the Hebrew way of saying "Life is good!"  The Hebrew word used here for milk could strictly mean cheese.  Since cheese is made from milk the word could mean either.

But what is important is that two paragraphs before this where Isaiah talks about a young woman who is going to have a special child, that child would eat "milk and honey".  The same word cheese is used.  Cheese is a simple kind of food.  Many working people eat bread and cheese at lunch time when they are at work.

Why is "cheese and honey", or "milk and honey" important?  There are two reasons:

- First, God promised the Israelites, when they left slavery in Egypt, that he would take them to a land where there would be plenty of milk and honey.  In other words, they would settle in a country where life would be good.  But, because the Israelites misbehaved, the milk and honey dried up.  Life became very hard and miserable for them.  So God promised to send them a Messiah or a Great Leader who would get life back to being good again.

- Secondly, Isaiah is here saying that God would make sure that there would be people who would survive the attacks of the Assyrians.  Those would be the kind of people who would benefit from the leadership of the Messiah.  This Messiah would come to make it possible for God's promises of a good life to come true again for his people.

2thorns, thorns, and more thorns:  When Isaiah speaks about thorns he means not only thorns but also the Assyrians.  The Assyrians will attack the country and overrun it.  They will stay there for a long time.  During that time the country will be ruined.  They will completely disrupt and break down the good farming of the Israelites and the Jews.  By the time they leave the country it will be in a mess.  The Assyrians will not only be like thorns taking over the country.  They will also leave behind huge amounts of thorn bushes making the country difficult to live in for a long time.  Wild thorn bushes grow where the land is not properly looked after.  The Assyrians came to destroy the country, not farm it or look after the land.  

The only thing people will be able to do is to stay alive, with each family just looking after itself and trying to make itself comfortable.  This is called subsistence farming.  It means that the country is very poor and backward.  Everyone would be struggling.  However, subsistence farming means that a family can survive and look after itself.  There will be no luxuries, but they will be able to live.  In difficult times, that is what matters.

Chapter 8
8.1-4  ISAIAH'S FAMILY MEANS GOOD NEWS

The Lord said to me:  Get yourself 1a large signboard and carve on it in clear letters that any ordinary person can easily read.  Write down the words that mean that Syria and Israel will soon be conquered and then plundered and robbed so that they will completely lose their power.  On the signboard write the words:  PLUNDERED SOON.

Then I needed to get myself two reliable witnesses because I knew that King Ahaz would not listen to me.  So I got 2Uriah [yoo-righ-a]  the priest and also Zechariah [zak-a-righ-a],who was well known, and showed them my signboard and told them what it meant.

Then 3I made love to my wife, the prophetess, and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son.  The Lord told me:  Call his name, Plundered-Soon.

Call him “Plundered Soon” because that is what is going to happen.  4Before this little boy learns how to say, My Daddy or my Mommy, the power of Damascus will be torn away, and Samaria will be plundered and stripped.  This will be done by 5the king of Assyria.

1a large signboard:  The Hebrew word could mean either a large piece of wood like a sign-board, or a large slab of stone on which is carved a name.  By carving the name, or the warning, it could not just be rubbed out by anyone who did not like it.

2Uriah the priest and also Zechariah:  Uriah [yoo-righ-a, OR in Hebrew, oo-ree-yah.]  “Yah” means YAHWEH, which means The Lord.]  Uriah was the priest in the time of King Ahaz.  He was a bad man, like his royal master Ahaz.  Why then does Isaiah go to him as a "reliable witness?"  This was not because he could be relied on to tell the truth.  It was simply because he was an important man.  Once he had seen Isaiah's signboard he would have to admit that Isaiah had warned them.  The Priest Uriah would have to accept that fact even though he did not like it.  In the same way the chief priests in Jesus' time had to tell Pilate that they knew that Jesus had said that he would rise from the dead after three days.  They did not like that prediction, but they had to admit that it had been made, so they too were key witnesses of the prophecy to future generations.  




       Uriah the priest is mentioned in 2 Kings 16.
Zechariah [zak-a-righ-a, OR z'char-yah in Hebrew, ch as in loch].  (Yah, which is short for YAHWEH, means THE LORD.  Many names end with IAH, which is pronounced YAH.)  Zechariah was a common name in those days.  So we don't know who this man was.  We can guess that, like the priest Uriah, he was someone so important that people would have to believe him if he also had to admit that he had seen Isaiah's warning on the signboard.  In the justice system of those times, it was very important to have at least two witnesses to something if people were to believe that it was true.

3I made love to my wife, the prophetess:  Isaiah says this deliberately so that we know that he is not talking about the virgin or young woman who would have a child.  

The child of Isaiah and the prophetess would be called Plundered Soon, or "Maher Shalal Chash Baz" [ma-hayr shah-lahl chahsh baz, ch as in loch] in Hebrew which can mean, roughly, "They will soon plunder and quickly loot."  [ch in chash is pronounced like ch in the Scottish word, loch, as in Loch Ness or Loch Lomond.]
The name of the child of the virgin would be "Immanuel" which means "With us (is) God", or God is with us.  He would be a sign that the Messiah is going to come who would be the Son of God, and would also call himself the Son of Man.  He would be both God and man.

4Before this little boy learns:  Isaiah spoke these words about two years before the Assyrians attacked the first time.

5the king of Assyria:  We know who this king was: it was Tiglath Pileser III [tig-lat pil-eser], a powerful, cruel and greatly feared king.  We also know the date when he conquered Syria and Israel.  It was a couple of years before 730 BC.  (732 BC.)  
You can read about this conquest in 2 Kings 15.29.  

As a result of that alarming Assyrian attack, King Pekah became so unpopular that he was killed or assassinated by an Israelite who took his place to become the last king of Israel.  This took place when King Jotham of Judah, the son of King Uzziah and the father of Prince Ahab, had been ruling for 20 years.  

You can read about this assassination in 2 Kings 15.30.

The next time the Assyrians under another king came back to Israel, they devastated Israel completely.  The country was wiped out.  By that time King Ahab had already died.  

The Assyrians took all the Israelites away to Assyria (or Iraq) and replaced them with the Samaritans who were still there in the time of Jesus, 700 years later.  

In an ancient Assyrian library, or archives, there is information written by the Assyrians.  They claimed to have taken prisoner and removed or deported 27 000 Israelites.

8.5-10  ISAIAH WARNS AND COMFORTS THE JEWS

But now the Lord had still more to tell me, for me to tell the people.  He said:  
These people are making a big mistake.  They will not listen to me.  I have been gentle with them and I have cared for them.  But they have rejected me.  But at the same time they are excited to hear that I am going to get rid of the king of Syria and the so-called king of Israel.  When there is war they want my help, but when I give them peace they are not interested in me.

So therefore listen to this:  My Lord is going to stir up big trouble for you.  The Lord is going to set the powerful hordes of the king of Assyria loose on you, with his magnificent and awesome army.  They are going to cross 1the great Euphrates River [yoo-fray-teez] and attack you.  The dreadful king of Assyria will come as a terrible force up your valleys like a powerful flood that overflows its river banks and washes them away.

This frightening attack will also invade Judah, and will sweep right across the country.  Judah will be in great trouble right up to its neck because 2the enemy army will march right up to Jerusalem.  But the city of Jerusalem will be the only place that the Assyrian army will not be able to conquer, because God will be with us.  He will look after us and keep our whole country safe, the way a hen keeps her little chicks safe under her wings.  God will be with us because this is his land, the land of 3Immanuel.

You nations can work yourselves up into a furious rage, but it is you who are going to be shattered.  Make all the preparations for war that you want to - but you will be utterly defeated!  I repeat:  Make all your preparations for war, but be sure of this:  You shall certainly be defeated!

Go ahead and plan your plans.  All that will happen is that you will be frustrated.  Your plans will fail!  You can go on and on scheming your schemes.  But they won't work!  Your ugly ideas will come to nothing because God, Immanuel, is with us!

1the great Euphrates River [yoo-fray-teez]:  The three most important rivers in the Old Testament are the Euphrates, the Jordan and the Nile.  The Euphrates River was far away to the north.  The Assyrians, who were the world's first super-power, lived on the north side, the far side, of the Euphrates.  Once they crossed that river, going south towards Israel, the people of Israel would be in deadly danger.  

The second super-power, who would defeat the Assyrians under Prince Nebuchadnezzar [neb-yoo-kd-nezza] would be the Babylonians.  They lived along the Euphrates River.  They would become a danger to Judah about a hundred years after the Assyrians attacked Israel and Judah.  Later on, in the book of Isaiah this prophet prophesied that the Babylonians would also conquer Judah.  First the Assyrians would invade Judah but not permanently conquer it.  Then, a century later, the Babylonians would conquer Judah.  Isaiah predicted both these future dangers.  They happened just as he had prophesied.

2the enemy army will march right up to Jerusalem:  This is exactly what happened.  The Assyrian army came into Judah and reached the walls of Jerusalem.  There they tried to frighten and intimidate the people of Jerusalem to surrender, but that did not work.  Then, during the night, an angel of the Lord killed so many of their soldiers that the whole army retreated and went back to Assyria.  This happened in the time when Hezekiah, the son of Ahaz, was king.  

You can read about it in Isaiah 36 and 37.  

The same story is also told in 2 Kings 18 and 19, 

and again in 2 Chronicles 32.  

This was one of the great things that happened in the history of the Jews.  Here Isaiah predicted this with great accuracy - with astonishing accuracy!
3Immanuel:  Immanuel [im-mah-noo-ayl] is a Hebrew word that means:  
IM = with, IMMANU = with us, EL = God.  
It means, God with us, or, God is with us, or, God will be with us.  It means that we can be sure that we shall be safe.  God shall look after us.

8.11-15  GOD TELLS ISAIAH TO WARN THE PEOPLE

So this is how the Lord spoke to me.  He drummed it into me and warned me very clearly that I must not listen to what these people are saying and complaining about.  He said:

You must not support these people when they claim that Syria and Israel are ganging up against them.  Do not agree with them that those two countries are getting together to attack Judah.  Do not be scared of them.  Do not panic!  Don't panic the way the people are doing.

Get back your respect for the Lord who controls the all-powerful armies of heaven.  You must realise that 1He is holy, so you must fear and be scared of him - not the nasty little kings of Syria and Israel.  

If you show him respect, he will look after you 1and will keep you safe.  But, Isaiah, you must warn these people that if they do not respect the Lord, things will get worse for them.  Instead of helping them, God will turn against them.  Instead of looking after them he is going to trip them up.  Instead of supporting them he is going to cause them to collapse.  The Lord will bring the whole country of Israel, both Judah and Israel, into a trap that will ruin them - because they will not listen to God.  Even the people of Jerusalem will be trapped and ruined.

Many people among them will become weak.  They won't stand a chance!  They will collapse and be broken.  They will be trapped and taken prisoner.

1He is holy 1and will keep you safe:  The word that Isaiah uses for "safe" is the word "sanctuary."  A sanctuary is like a church.  It means a special quiet place where one can concentrate on listening to God and praying to him.  In Hebrew the word "holy" and the word "sanctuary" is the same.  A sanctuary is a holy place because God is there.

Isaiah is saying that if one listens to God with respect, and prays to him when one is worried or scared, one will be safe, as safe as you would be in a safe place, a sanctuary, a special and holy place of safety.  

8.16-18  ISAIAH MUST STICK TO THE TRUTH

God said to Isaiah:  Although people will not listen, you must look after these warnings I have given you.  Keep them safe.  Do not forget them.  Keep reminding those few people who listen to me.  Teach those who believe in me the law.  Remind them to stick to it and to go on obeying me even though everyone else does not.

Isaiah's response was this:  Yes, I am just going to wait for the Lord to do as he has said.  Even though the Lord has turned away from all his people 1I still want him.  I want the Lord!  1Yes, I trust him!  I trust the Lord.  I do!  I do!  I really do.

The Lord has put me here, with my children whom he has given me.  Together we are signs to remind the people of God, the whole nation of Israel, what the Lord has said.  We are a signal from the great and most powerful Lord Almighty who has his office at the holy place of 2Mount Zion in Jerusalem.  The Lord, who is so holy, is warning his people who are so sinful, through us - through me and my family.

1I still want him.  1Yes, I trust him:  Here Isaiah tells us so clearly and so helpfully what it is to believe in God in a way that is true and genuine, in a practical way that God wants:

Faith in God begins when one wants God.  Most people want only God’s help.  True faith is when what one wants is God himself, God’s friendship and God’s goodness.  Faith is when one wants to love God, and when that love for God should become the most important thing in one’s life.

True faith in God means learning to trust him.  It is a challenge to trust God because so many things go wrong in life, and also because most people we know do not truly trust God.  It can be a great struggle within our soul to trust God under such difficult circumstances.  It is clear that even Isaiah was struggling at this point.  But struggle he did.  Deep down he knew that he wanted God, even if everybody else did not.  And he was determined to put his faith in the Lord even though things looked bad politically, and though the nation and its leadership had given up on God.

2Mount Zion in Jerusalem:  Jerusalem is a very ancient city.  It has grown over many years - over thousands of years, in fact.  Jerusalem existed long before the Israelites left Egypt.  In those days it was known as Zion.  King David was able to conquer it 1000 years before Christ.  It then became known as the city of David.  David made Jerusalem the capital of the whole nation of Israel.  From King Solomon's time the city began to grow.

Jerusalem was built on a hill that has a steep cliff at the south east corner.  At that corner there is a ridge that overlooks the valley to the east of it and the valley to the south of it.  That ridge is the original Mount Zion that David built up as his capital.  So throughout history Mount Zion has been the heart and soul of the Israelite, Jewish and Israeli people, right through the centuries.  Solomon built the temple on the hill right next to Mount Zion.  Zion and the temple became joined together as the Holy Place of Israel and their religion.

The tribe of Judah, who became the Jews towards the end of the Old Testament, were the tribe that King David belonged to.  David had God's full support throughout his life.  So the people of Judah, and the Jews later on, became convinced that God would always look after Mount Zion.  He would never allow his holy place to be destroyed and ruined.  The Jews were right, and Isaiah agreed with that idea.

But when Judah and the Jews got the idea that no matter what they did wrong, God would still protect Zion, they got it wrong.  If they turned away from God and stopped listening to him, and sinned and became wicked, God would let their enemies destroy even his Holy Place.  God's kindness and promises are not unconditional.  To have God’s love we must respect and obey him.
Because his people refused to obey his good laws, God used the Assyrians to attack Judah and surround Jerusalem in Isaiah's time.  But, as Isaiah predicted, they were not able to take Jerusalem.  God saved Mount Zion and its holy temple.  But the people of Judah went on ignoring God and behaving badly, so, in Jeremiah's time, over 100 years later, God used the Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar to destroy Jerusalem and the temple.  

Then, 600 years later, when the Jews went on and on disobeying God and living as cruel snobs and terrible hypocrites, God used the Romans to destroy the temple and Jerusalem.  This was done a generation after the Jewish leaders and the Roman authorities had crucified Jesus.  That was in about 70 AD, about 40 years after Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Then, amazingly, nearly 100 years after Jesus work the Romans had to attack Jerusalem yet again, and utterly ruin the city.  Thousands of Jews were crucified.  No Jew was allowed anywhere near Jerusalem.  Some years later the Romans did allow the Jews to come, once a year, close enough where they could see Jerusalem at a distance.  They were allowed to make an annual pilgrimage just to weep and mourn over Jerusalem from a far away hill.  But since the Romans destroyed the temple, dragging away every stone with which it was built by Herod the Great, the temple has never ever been rebuilt in Jerusalem next to Mount Zion in all of history, right up until today.  Herod the Great was the man who killed all the baby boys in Bethlehem when he tried to get rid of Jesus the new-born Messiah.

But God has still kept his promise to love all his people, throughout the whole world.  He looks after all those, including us, who love him and obey him.  A few hundred metres (or meters) from Mount Zion is where Jesus Christ was crucified.  A few hundred metres across the valley is where he rose from the dead.  His death and resurrection, the cross and the empty grave, have taken over from Mount Zion and the temple as the guarantee and the hope that God has given us.  
The Bible is now our Mount Zion.

Of course, many, many Bibles have been burnt or torn up during history.  What is worse, so many more Bibles have just lain there with no one reading them.  But the Bible is still the greatest book in history.  And just about anyone can get a Bible who wants it.  The best way to worship God is to read the Bible, and enjoy it.

The problems that remain are that there are places where there are not enough Bibles being printed for those who want them.  There are also many people who are too poor to buy a Bible.  There are many people who are not educated enough to be able to read, and so cannot use a Bible to listen to God.  There are even some places in the world where people, especially young people, have never even heard that there is a Bible.  So the important and urgent Christian work continues to get the Bible to people and to get the people, if possible, reading the Bible and benefiting from doing so.
8.19-22  DISOBEDIENCE LEADS TO TROUBLE

When the country is in danger of being attacked, people will tell you to go and get advice about what to do.  They say, go to the wizards and fortune-tellers who get in touch with the dead.  They use black magic to do this.  But when they give you messages that are supposed to come from the dead, what you get from them are weird noises.  They speak so softly and mutter so much that it is difficult for you to make out what they are saying.  

But just stop and think:  Shouldn’t people get advice from God instead?  Won’t God be able to help people better than the dead could possibly help them?  Instead of consulting the dead, turn to the Bible.  Put your confidence in the laws God has given us and in the customs our nation got from God.  If people get advice that contradicts the Word of God, then they don't have a hope.  They will remain confused and helpless.  They will never find real safety and true happiness.

If people will not listen to God, then they will be in big trouble wherever they go in the country.  They will be badly treated everywhere.  1They will go hungry, and starve.  When people have no food and become famished, they become angry and nasty.  They will blame their king and even God for their misery.  They will bitterly criticise the king as well as God.  They will become completely unfaithful to king and God.

They will turn away from God and look to the world for answers to their suffering.  But they will find nothing but misery and the wickedness that has caused it.  People will feel helpless because of their suffering.  When they are taken out of their country as prisoners they will become utterly and absolutely hopeless.

1They will go hungry, and starve:  One of the cruel things that the Assyrians used to do when they attacked other countries was to starve the people living there.  They would destroy their farms and confiscate or destroy all their food.  They would loot their homes and kill all their animals.  People were terribly scared of the Assyrians and hated them with all their heart.  
But God used the Assyrians because his people had become such wicked sinners.  Using the Assyrians was a greater punishment than sending droughts or floods or hailstorms or earthquakes or too much heat or too much cold, or diseases and plagues to people and animals.  God had used all these other forms of punishment for years as warnings.  But the people ignored them all.  They wanted their idols, they wanted free sex, they wanted to argue and fight one another, and they wanted to believe what they liked.  Nothing could change them.  The prophets that God sent them were just a nuisance to them.  They grew to hate the prophets.  So once they had hated the prophets for long enough, God gave them the Assyrians to hate instead.

Chapter 9
9.1-5  ISAIAH PREDICTS THE END OF THE ASSYRIANS

Although there will be a lot of suffering 1when the Assyrians come, God will bring that suffering and gloom to an end.  Whatever misery there will have been at that time to Israel it will become something of the past.  For a while God will treat the northern tribal lands as if they were unimportant and not worth bothering about.  But later on, God will treat them with great honour.  That applies to 2the people who live in Galilee where the Jews mixed with the Gentiles.

Now listen to this:  3Those people who have to live under the Assyrians, and suffer great hardships will see something wonderful happen to them.  It will be like a great, beautiful light coming into their dark, ugly world.  Those people who suffer like that are going to experience a wonderful relief, like a lovely new day dawning.

You, Lord, are to make of them a great nation.  Not just that, but you will make them a very happy people.  They will enjoy God the way people celebrate bringing in the harvest, and the way people celebrate a great victory over their rivals or enemies.

Your people, Lord, will rejoice with great joy when you relieve them of the heavy load their enemies will put on them.  You will remove the cruel treatment that your nation has to suffer from 4the vicious Assyrians.  5You will destroy the Assyrians and get rid of them.  You will do this in the way that you got rid of 6the Midianites a long time ago when they also swarmed all over Israel and caused your people so much suffering and fear.  You wiped them out and set your people free.

No longer will your people be scared of Assyrian soldiers tramping all over them.  No longer will they be terrified of their soldiers with their jackets all covered in blood.  Those tramping boots and those blood-stained jackets will just end up being thrown into camp fires to help keep them burning.  You, God, will do this for us.

1when the Assyrians come:  The Assyrians would attack Israel about 30 years before 700 BC.

2the people who live in Galilee:  Isaiah mentions two tribes who lived in Galilee.  They were Zebulun [zeb-yoo-lin OR z'voo-loon] and Naphtali [naf-t’ligh OR naf-ta-lee].  (Naphtali means, "my struggle.")  Zebulun is where Nazareth was, where Jesus grew up, while Naphtali is on the edge of the Sea of Galilee where Jesus did most of his work.  Jesus lived in the town of Capernaum 
[k’per-nee-im OR in Hebrew, ka-fer-na-chum, ch as in the word "loch"], a fishing town at the north end of the Sea of Galilee.  (Kafer-nahum means a comforting village: kafer: a village, and nahum: comforting.)  Jesus made his home at Capernaum because the people of Nazareth did not want him.  They would not listen to his teaching.  The apostle Peter's home was at Capernaum.

The Jews who lived in Galilee were not popular with the Jews who lived in Judah, and nearer to Jerusalem.  The Jews of Judah regarded themselves as true Jews, and regarded the Jews of Galilee as second-class Jews because they mixed with many Gentile peoples.

When the Assyrians came, they conquered the northern parts of Israel and turned them into an Assyrian province in their empire.  They also conquered the eastern parts of Israel on the other side of the Jordan River, as well as Syria.  These countries were turned into three Assyrian provinces.

3Those people who have to live under the Assyrians:  Isaiah says that what God is going to do is to punish his people for their sins.  God is going to bring the Assyrians to take over their country and make life very hard for them.  But after they have suffered, God is going to punish the Assyrians for their cruelty and get rid of them.  When that happens, the Israelites are going to experience tremendous happiness.  This is how God will teach them to behave properly.

4the vicious Assyrians:  The Assyrians became a powerful nation even before King David's time.  David lived in 1000 BC.  The Assyrians had an exceptionally powerful army.  They had the reputation of being the cruellest and most ruthless people in the ancient world.  People everywhere were terrified of them.  When they conquered a country, they would force the people living there to leave everything they had, and everything they had known, to go to a far-away foreign land and live there.  Being deported from their homeland and dumped in a strange place would be a very painful experience for those people.  They were worse off than refugees.
The Egyptians tried to fight the Assyrians.  They sent an army up to Palestine to attack them, but were not successful.  The Assyrians conquered the Egyptians and took control of Egypt.  This was about 40 years after Isaiah's time.  By this time the Assyrians had the greatest empire the world had ever seen.  They were the world's first super-power.  But about 20 years later the Babylonians rebelled against the Assyrians.  The crown prince Nebuchadnezzar defeated the Assyrian army at the famous battle of Carchemish [kar-k'mish].  Carchemish is high up the Euphrates River where its big bend gets closest to the Mediterranean Sea.  Carchemish was about 100 kilometres from where the city of Aleppo in Syria is.  Carchemish is one of the most famous battles in ancient history.

5You will destroy the Assyrians:  This was done by the Babylonian army in the time of Prince Nebuchadnezzar who later became king of Babylon.  

First Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, was conquered.  The prophet Nahum [nay-hum 
OR na-choom, ch as in the word "loch"] writes about this, and how joyfully the Jews celebrated the destruction of the Assyrian empire.  Because of what God did they were able to mock the once mighty Assyrians.  Then the army of Assyria was totally and finally crushed at Carchemish just before 600 BC, about 100 years after Isaiah's time.

6the Midianites:  The people of Midian [middi-yin] lived to the south of the Dead Sea, and further south than the Edomites, to the east of the Gulf of Aqaba at the top end of the Red Sea.  They were Arabs and lived in the north-west corner of what is now Saudi Arabia, just south of what is now the country of Jordan.  They were there when Moses, as a young man, fled from Pharaoh in Egypt.  Moses married a Midianite woman.  
But later on, in the time of the Judges, the Midianites forced their way into the northern parts of Israel and swarmed over the country.  They were everywhere and caused a lot of harm, and the Israelites had to hide away from them in order to survive.  The Midianites were the first people in history to use camels in warfare.  They were also famous for their camels with just one hump, called dromedaries.  Normal camels have two humps.  

God then raised up a judge called Gideon.  God told Gideon to fight the Midianites and chase them away.  But God would allow Gideon to use only 300 soldiers to attack thousands and thousands of Midianites.  When Gideon attacked the Midianite army at night, God caused the Midianites to panic.  They began to fight one another in the dark, and then all ran away, leaving all their equipment and belongings and loot behind.

Isaiah is now telling the Israelites that God will deal with the mighty Assyrians in the same sort of way that he dealt with the Midianites.  God will crush them completely and get rid of them forever.

9.6-7  TO US A SON IS GIVEN

God is going to save us from disaster and give us a wonderful future because a boy is born to us.  A special son is given to us, and he is going to take over the government.  God will give him a great name and great titles.  He will be known as:  THE WONDERFUL LEADER.  He will also be known as:  THE ALL-POWERFUL GOD.  He will also be known as:  OUR EVERLASTING FATHER.  And he will also be known as:  THE GREAT ONE WHO GIVES US PEACE.
In your Bible it is written like this:  

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government shall be on his shoulders.  

And he shall be called,
WONDERFUL COUNCILLOR, MIGHTY GOD, EVERLASTING FATHER, PRINCE OF PEACE.

His government will last forever.  The peace under his government will last forever.  It will all go on and on, and never stop.  He will take over from King David and rule the same great way that David did.  His kingdom will be safe and secure.  His rule will support what is fair and just and always do what is right and good.  This is what we can look forward to as from now, and for the future.  This is what the Lord Almighty is keen to do, and what the Lord is keen to do he will certainly get done.  We can look forward to a wonderful future.

9.8-12  GOD WARNS ISRAEL

Isaiah now sends a warning to the northern nation of Israel.  This warning comes from God.

After Solomon, the son of David, died, Israel divided into two countries.  To the south was the kingdom of Judah.  The capital of Judah was Jerusalem, and the rulers of Judah were David and Solomon's descendents.  To the north was the kingdom of Israel, also known simply as Ephraim, which was the tribe on the border with Judah.  Israel's kings did not worship God, with the result that the people of Israel drifted further and further away from God.  Over many generations they became not only unbelievers, but also very ungodly and wicked.  The capital of northern Israel was the city of Samaria.

Isaiah now sends them a warning from God.

The Lord has sent a warning to his people, 1the descendents of Jacob.  2This threat will fall upon the kingdom of Israel.  

My people are going to learn a bitter lesson.  All of them, the whole country of Ephraim, and everyone living in Samaria, are going to discover that they are in big trouble.  They are such a proud lot.  They are full of arrogance.

When they are warned that their plain brick houses are going to be broken down by their enemies, they just say, "Then we shall build grand stone houses in their place!"  And if their ordinary fig trees are going to be cut down when their country is attacked, they just laugh and say, "Then we shall plant some great forests of 3cedar trees in their place - so what!"

But what God is going to do is to support the enemies of King Rezin of Syria.  He is actually going to encourage them to attack him.  

Then, Israel, you will lose his friendship and support.  As a result, you will be attacked and defeated by Syria.  Furthermore, when Syria attacks you from the east, the Philistines will attack you from the west.  They are going to ruin Israel.  They are going to gobble you up!  Even though all this happens, God will still be very angry.  He is going to send even more punishment on you.

1the descendents of Jacob:  Jacob was the grandson of Abraham and the son of Isaac.  His twin brother, who was a few minutes older, was called Esau.  In Hebrew the name Jacob means someone who trips someone else up.  That means cheating or bluffing someone.  Jacob cheated Esau to take away from him the right to be Isaac's firstborn and heir.  Isaac was old and blind when he wanted to give the blessing to Esau.  But Jacob bluffed his dad by pretending to be his brother.  Once Isaac had given Jacob this right and special privilege, he could not change it.  But Jacob was then forced to run away to Syria to escape from Esau who wanted to kill him.  
On his way to Abraham's original homeland in Iran, Jacob found God.  He changed so completely that God changed his name to Israel.  The name Israel means someone who stands up for God and fights for him.
When Isaiah now calls the people of Israel, "Jacob", he is saying that they have become cheats and liars, like Jacob used to be before God came into his life.  They no longer stand up for God.
2This threat will fall upon the kingdom of Israel:  God's people were called Israel.  The name in Hebrew [yis-rah-ayl] means something like "God's soldier", or it can mean that "God does not give up on his people."

What Isaiah is saying is odd.  Normally God would send a message to his people that he is going to punish their enemies.  Now God is saying that he is going to punish his people instead.

3cedar trees:  Cedar trees provided the best kind of wood.  Their roots were very strong and so was the wood.  It was wood that would not rot when it got old.  It was used for making good furniture or for building first class houses.  The trees also made beautiful forests or lovely woods.  They were tall and their branches spread out wide.

9.13-17  GOD IS ANGRY WITH THE LEADERS AND THE NATION

Somewhere around 730 BC Isaiah sent this warning to the northern nation of Israel.  This would be less than ten years before the Assyrians came and attacked and conquered Israel.
Despite the fact that God has been punishing you for behaving so badly, the people have not gone back to worshiping God and obeying him.  They are no longer interested in what God has to say, despite the fact that God has so much power and authority.

So God is going to cause Israel to be ruined.  One day he is going to take away the important people and the ordinary people.  He is going to destroy the things that the people value, as well as those ordinary things that people use every day.  God is going to wreck the whole country completely.

The important people are their leaders, their chiefs and commanders.  But the ordinary people will also lose out because of the prophets and teachers.  These prophets have taught what the leaders want them to say.  To please the leaders the teachers have told lies.  God is going to get rid of these teachers as well when he takes away the important leaders.

These teachers were supposed to tell the truth, and explain what is right or wrong.  Instead, they have misled people because they wanted the approval and support of the wealthy and powerful leaders.

The people who listened to them and believed them have been led astray and become confused.  As a result they have done what is wrong, and are therefore going to be ruined.  God is not at all pleased with the way that the young men of the nation are behaving.  Nor has God got any sympathy with the people who are poor and struggling.  This is because all of them have become thoroughly bad.  They will not listen to God and so their behaviour is disgraceful.  All of them use horrible swearing and saying such ugly things about one another.  God says that he is very angry with his people.  He will remain angry even when they get into trouble.  He will not listen to them when they start to suffer.  There will be yet more punishment to come for them.

After Isaiah gave this warning to Israel, the country went through a very unstable and unhappy time.  The tribes of Manasseh [m'nassa] and Ephraim [ef-ree-im] began to argue and fight with each other.  Then the northern tribes together fought against their arch-enemy Judah.  And finally, just before the year 720 BC the dreadful army of Assyria conquered Israel and took the nation away into captivity.  These ten tribes never came back to Israel, the Promised Land.  Israel ceased to exist in the year 722 BC.  
(Remember that the years Before Christ count backwards towards year zero when Christ was born, 
so 722 BC is two years earlier than 720 BC.  So 722 BC would be only eight years after 730 BC.)

9.18-21  GOD'S PUNISHMENT WILL BE SEVERE AND AWFUL

At that time Israel's wickedness will destroy the country the way a fire burns up dry thorn bushes or creepers with 1thorns.  When the undergrowth or thickets in a forest is set on fire a huge column of smoke goes swirling up into the sky.  In the same sort of way, when Israel is finally punished it will be a huge and dreadful time in their history.

The country is going to be devastated and wiped out by the terrible anger of the Lord Almighty.  It will be like an awful and great fire.  No one will survive.  The people of the land will cause this destruction to ruin the country, the way logs of wood cause a fire to burn.  They will bring disaster upon their country because they will fight one another.  They will turn against their own people.  There will be civil war.  No one will care about anyone else.  They will be ruthless with one another, and show no pity.  It will be horrible!

This horrid war will go right down to the south, and the people of Judah will go hungry.  There will also be war up in the north, and the people of Israel will not have enough to eat.  People will eat only if someone has enough strength left to get some food for them.  But when people don't have food they get bitter and very angry and aggressive.

The result will be that even tribes in the same country will fight against each other.  2Manasseh will fight with Ephraim and Ephraim will fight against Manasseh.  Then these two tribes who are brothers will fight against Judah who is also their brother.  Yet not even civil war will be the end of their troubles.  God will still be angry with them and so there will be even more punishment to come.

1thorns:  Isaiah is saying that sins are like thorns.  They prick and hurt people.  But thorns are easily destroyed by fire, and sins will be destroyed by God.

2Manasseh will fight with Ephraim:  Manasseh and Ephraim were the sons of Joseph, the second youngest son of Jacob.  Judah was the uncle of Manasseh and Ephraim.  Judah was also one of Joseph's older brothers.  It was tragic that their tribes would now start fighting one another.  They were all cousins in a way.

One of the great discoveries of modern times was the “Dead Sea Scrolls.”  The Jordan River runs from the overflow of the lake of Galilee in the North of Israel down to the Dead Sea in the south.  The Dead Sea is the lowest place on earth.  There is no way for the water to flow from the Dead Sea to anywhere.  So it just evaporates under the very hot sun.  This makes it very salty, so the countryside around it is extremely dry and barren.  But goats can still graze there because they eat just about anything that grows. 

The land just to the west of the Dead Sea is steep, rocky, dry, hot, and very hard to make a living out of.  So you get tough young shepherd boys herding their goats in that area.  

Interestingly, in China the farmers use goats on their tea plantations.  The goats eat the weeds and anything that grows but, strangely enough, they do not touch the tea leaves.  They just don’t like tea!  So goats are perfect helpers for the farmers who grow most of the world’s tea.  But goats DO like coffee!  In fact, goats discovered coffee.  Long, long ago some goats in Ethiopia, in Africa, started nibbling coffee bushes growing wild.  The boy who herded them then noticed that when he got them back to their sheep-pen or kraal, they were full of energy, frisking around.  
Later on it was discovered that a warm drink could be made out of the coffee beans.  That was discovered by the Arabs in the Yemen, which is just across the Red Sea from Ethiopia.  Eventually the idea of a cup of coffee was brought to England by a professor of Arabian studies at Oxford University.  This was in the middle of the 17th century, around 1650 AD.  Nowadays, millions of people drink coffee, and billions of dollars in profit is made out of coffee.
After the Second World War a boy was shepherding his goats in an area that is called Qumran [koom-run].  A problem that he had was that goats can climb steep cliffs.  High up on a small cliff was a cave.  The boy thought that maybe a goat or two had gone into that cave.  He could not easily get up there to check, so he threw some stones into the cave to try to scare them out.  Something that surprised him was that he heard a stone breaking some pottery.  Of course he told his family, and his family wisely told the experts on ancient Israel’s history.  

So these expert historians went to the cave, called Qumran 1.  They also found other caves with pots too.  In the pots they found ancient scrolls that had been put in there more than two thousand (2,000) years ago.  The scrolls were of just about the whole Old Testament, written in Hebrew.  (Only the book of Esther is not there.)  One of the great discoveries was of the whole book of Isaiah.  Of course there are some cracks in the scrolls, but they were carefully and skilfully opened up, and are now in the museum in Jerusalem.

The oldest original copies of the Hebrew Bible that had been found before the Second World War were made around the year 1000 AD, that is a thousand years ago.  Now, with the Dead Sea Scrolls we had original copies that were 1000 years older than that.  And we could compare them!  To everyone’s great amazement, the later copies of 1000 AD turned out to be almost exactly and precisely the same as the copies written a thousand years before them, at about the time of Christ.  They found just over ten little mistakes that had been made by copyists over a period of a thousand years.  
God has kept the Old Testament Hebrew Bible pure and reliable for over three thousand years.  It is accurate all the way back to Moses, and we know that Moses, who talked with God, would have got the truth right, going all the way back to Abraham, and then back to Noah and all the way right back to Adam and Eve.
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