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LEVITICUS
CHAPTER 6
6:1-7  WRONG-DOING MUST BE PUT RIGHT
The Lord spoke to Moses about the problem of sin.

If a person sins and does what is wrong, he is letting the Lord down.  If he harms someone else, he is actually behaving badly toward God.  The Lord does not like it if anyone lets someone else down who trusted him.  God gets angry if someone deceives anyone, or lies to anyone.  It is a sin if someone asks somebody to look after something, and that person, after agreeing to do it, does not do it.  If something he was supposed to look after gets stolen, he is responsible for that.  If he cheats someone in any way, that is sin.  

If he finds something that someone lost, and lies about it, he has sinned.  If he makes any promise that is not true, or is not meant, that is sin.  If he does any such wrong just once, then he is guilty.

If a person sins like this then he is guilty, and he must then put matters right.  If he has stolen something, he must return it.  If he has bullied someone and taken what belongs to him, he must give it back.  If he was trusted to look after something, and it was lost, he must replace it for the owner.  If he finds something that was lost, he must get what he found back to the person it belongs to.

Also, if someone promises to pay someone something, but the promise turns out to be untrue, then he must give him the full amount that he promised, and add a bit extra on top of that.  As part of his Guilt Offering, he must pay what he promised to pay.  He must pay at the same time that he makes the offering to get God's forgiveness.

To admit his guilt to the Lord he must bring a ram that has nothing wrong with it.  It must be worth a good price.  He must give it to the priest as a Guilt Offering.

The priest will then give that person forgiveness from the Lord.  His offering will wipe out his sin.  God will then be happy with him, because his wrong has been put right.  His sin will be atoned for by the priest.  The Lord has set him free from his guilt.

6:8-13  HOW TO DO THE BURNT OFFERING
The Lord spoke to Moses about the Burnt Offering and told him how the priests must do it.  He said:

Give Aaron and his sons my orders.  Tell them that these are the rules for the Burnt Offering.  The Burnt Offering must be put on the fire of the altar.  The fire must burn right through the night until the next morning.  The altar's fire must burn it completely until there is nothing left of the Burnt Offering but ashes.

Then the priest must change into linen clothes.  This must include long trousers also made of linen.  He must be dressed in linen when he removes the ashes of the offering burnt on the altar by the fire.  He must put the ashes down on the ground next to the altar.

Then he must take off the clothes he is wearing, and put on ordinary clothes to carry the ash away.  He must take it outside the camp and put it in a clean, empty place.  It must not just be thrown onto a rubbish dump.

Make sure that the fire on the altar keeps on burning.  It must not be allowed to die out.  The priest must see to it morning by morning that there is enough wood to keep the fire going well.  He has to arrange the meat of the Burnt Offering so that it burns properly.  He should also see to it that the good fatty parts all go up in smoke because this is a Friendship Offering.

You need to make sure that the fire on the altar keeps on burning.  It must never go out.

6:14-18  THE GRAIN OFFERING AND THE PRIESTS

This is the rule for what the priests must do with the Grain Offering.  Aaron's sons must bring it to be offered to the Lord, and put it at the front of the altar.

The priest on duty must take a handful of the flour of the grain offering.  He must add some oil, like butter, to it.  He must also pour all the perfume onto it.  Then he must burn it on the altar.  It will make a lovely smell for the Lord, and he will remember it in future.

Aaron and his sons will eat the rest of the Grain Offering.  There are two conditions that they must apply when this offering is eaten.  First, they must not put any yeast in it.  Secondly, they must eat it in the courtyard that surrounds the Tent where God's people get together to worship him.  

This Grain Offering must not be baked with any yeast.  This grain offering is not just ordinary food.  I have given a part for the priests to eat as a special privilege.  It is absolutely holy.  It is for worshiping the Lord.  It is like the Sin Offering and the Guilt Offering.

Any man or boy from Aaron's family may eat from these worshipful offerings that are made on the fire of the altar of the Lord.  Any of them who eat from these offerings must be holy.  They must respect God and keep their lives clean.

6:19-23  THE GRAIN OFFERING OF THE PRIESTS

The Lord spoke to Moses about the Grain Offering that the priests must also bring to God.  He said:

From the time Aaron and his sons are appointed to do this work for God, he must bring a Grain Offering to the Lord.  The amount of fine flour they are to offer to God must be what would make a loaf of bread.  This grain offering must be made every day.  Half of it must be offered in the morning and half of it in the evening.

The flour must be thoroughly mixed with oil, or butter, and cooked in a pan.  That is how the priest must bring it as an offering to God.  When he presents it as a gift to God he must crumble it up into little pieces so that as it fries on the fire it smells delicious.  That is the Grain Offering that God will be pleased with.

This rule will also apply to the priest who takes over the appointment as High Priest in the future.  The priests must always bring a Grain Offering to the Lord.  That is a permanent rule.  They must see to it that their offering is completely burnt up.  It must all go up in smoke to God, with its nice smell or aroma.

Make sure that every Grain Offering that is brought by a priest is completely roasted so that nothing remains.  That offering must not be eaten.  It must go to God.

6:24-30  THE SIN OFFERING

The Lord explained to Moses what the priest must do with the Sin Offering.  He said:

This is what you must tell Aaron the High Priest and his sons, the priests.  Tell them that this is the law of the Sin Offering:  The animal that is killed for the Sin Offering must be slaughtered at the same place that the Burnt Offering is slaughtered.  It must be done where the Lord is worshiped.  This is because the Sin Offering is most holy.  It is absolutely holy.  The Sin Offering is the most holy of all the holy kinds of worship.  It is the most holy of all the holy offerings.

The priest who offers the Sin Offering must eat some of the meat.  This is the sign that God accepts the person's apology for having sinned, because eating something means that one likes it.  God uses the priest to show that he likes the sinner's offering of repentance and accepts him as a friend.  The priest must see to it that this meal is eaten in a holy place.  So the Sin Offering now becomes a Holy Offering.  It must be eaten in the courtyard of the Holy Tent of Worship.  This is also a sign that God is happy with the apology of the worshipper, and accepts his worship and his friendship.  The person who has brought the Sin Offering is forgiven and is now a part of the family of the Lord.

Anyone who handles the pieces of meat of that Sin Offering must be holy.  If some blood of the meat is spilt on his clothing you must wash off that blood properly, which has stained his clothing, at the holy place.  Everything you do for me, and for the worshipper, must be clean and pure and holy.  Take great care to do it all properly.

If the meat is boiled in a pot, and if that pot is made of clay, it must be broken when the meat is cooked.  Destroying that pot is the sign that the person's sin has also been completely and utterly destroyed.  When the broken pieces of the pot are thrown away, so is that person's wrong-doing.  It's gone, for good!  But if the pot or pan was made out of metal, it must be thoroughly scraped and then washed with clean water and wiped clean and polished until it shines.  Not a mark must be left.  That's because when God forgives someone, it is all finished and gone and forgotten - completely.

Any of the men who are priests may eat some of that Sin Offering.  The Sin Offering is holy.  It is very holy.  So when the Lord's priests eat it, they show that God accepts the offering and likes it.  The worshiper now knows that God accepts his apology and likes his friendship.

But you must be careful about blood that is brought into the holy tent of worship from any Sin Offering.  That is blood that is used for atonement for sin in the holy place.  That part of the Sin Offering must not be eaten.  Nothing must be eaten or drunk if there is any blood in it.  It must be burnt in the fire.  Atonement means that God is no longer angry or upset about the sin that that person has committed.  Atonement means that the Lord God is now happy.  The blood has cancelled out the sin.

CHAPTER 7

7:1-6  THE PRIEST AND THE GUILT OFFERING

This is God's law for the Guilt Offering.  It is a most holy offering to God, so it must be done the right way.

They must slaughter the Guilt Offering in the same place that they slaughter the Burnt Offering, near the altar and in front of the entrance to the Tent of Worship.  The priest must sprinkle its blood onto the altar, all the way around.

Take all the fat out from the inside of the animal and offer it to God by burning it on the altar.  This also includes the fat in the tail.

He must use the fat on the kidneys, and also take off a piece of the liver.

The priest must burn the fat of the offering on the fire of the altar.  He must burn it all up as an offering to the Lord.  That is for the Guilt Offering.

Any man who is a priest may eat some of the meat of the Guilt Offering when it has been cooked.  The Guilt Offering is so holy that only a priest may eat it.  It must be eaten at the Holy Place.  It cannot be taken home to be eaten there.

7:7-10  WHAT THE PRIESTS GET

The law for the Guilt Offering is the same as the law for the Sin Offering.  The offering goes to the priest who performs the important work of atoning for the guilt (or the sin) of the worshipper.

The priest who offers the Burnt Offering to God for anyone gets a prize for doing this important work of putting God first.  Although the whole animal that is sacrificed to God must be completely burnt to ashes, the priest can keep the hide of the animal for use as leather.  That leather is for the priest's own use.

The same thing goes for any Guilt Offering that is cooked, like bread or cake.  If it is baked in a pan or a pot then it is for the priest on duty.  He must have it.

But if the offering of grain for the Guilt Offering is still raw flour, whether mixed with oil or just dry, then it can be shared among all the priests.  It should be divided equally among them.

7:11-15  THE FRIENDSHIP OFFERING

This is the law for the Friendship or Shalom Sacrifices that anyone may bring to offer them to the Lord.  (Shalom is Hebrew for peace or friendliness.)

If the person brings an animal as a sacrifice out of thankfulness to God, he must offer cakes or bread of thanksgiving with it.  These cakes or bread must be made without yeast.  Spread oil (or butter) on them.  Or you can make thin wafers without yeast and put oil on them too.  Make cakes out of high-quality flour, and stir the flour well.  Mix them with oil.

When he offers this sacrifice, he must also bring cakes or bread made with yeast.  Some are to be without yeast, and some with yeast.  He must do this as an offering of thanksgiving to God.  This is his Friendship or Shalom gift.

Then he must bring one cake of each kind from the whole offering as a present to the Lord.  It goes to the priest who sprinkles the blood of the Fellowship sacrifice on the altar.  Those cakes are for the priest to eat.

The meat of this sacrifice, which is as thanksgiving to God for his friendship, must be eaten by the worshiper on the day that the offering is made.  He must not leave any of the meat until the next morning.

7:16-18  THE RULES OF FRIENDSHIP

If he wants to make a special promise to God or a generous free gift, then the sacrifice he brings should be eaten the same day that the animal is sacrificed.  Then it will be fresh.  But if he wants to, the leftovers of meat are also allowed to be eaten the next day.

But if any meat of the sacrifice is left over until the third day, then it must all be burnt in the fire and destroyed.  It is not allowed to be eaten.

No one should dare to eat any meat from the Fellowship Offering on the third day.  If he does, his offering of friendship will NOT be accepted by the Lord.  It will be of no value and will not be respected.  That will spoil the friendship for the Lord.  Anyone who eats any of that meat on the third day will be guilty of breaking his friendship with God.  He will be to blame when God turns away from him.

7:19-21  WHAT IS NOT ALLOWED

The first rule is that if meat gets dirty, or even touches anything that is unclean, it must not be eaten.  That meat cannot be used for the Friendship or Fellowship Offering.  Any unacceptable meat must just be burnt in the fire.  But if the meat is clean then anyone may eat it.

The second rule is that if anyone gets dirty, he must not eat any meat that is sacrificed to the Lord as a Fellowship Offering.  If that person is unclean in any way he must not worship God like this.  If he tries to offer his friendship to the Lord when his behaviour is bad, he must be punished.  He must be expelled from among my people.  The Lord does not want his friendship.  The Lord does not want him.

Anybody who has to clean up the place where people have gone to the toilet must not then eat at the Fellowship Offering.  He is unclean and cannot make that offering.  Anyone who has worked with any animal dung is unclean and may not offer that sacrifice.  Anybody who has had anything to do with anything that is dirty and rotten or smelly and ugly is unclean and may not bring a Fellowship Offering until he is clean again.  If a person who is unclean tries to join in the sacrifice of friendship to God, he must be sent right out of the camp.  He must be expelled.  My people must keep their Fellowship Offering properly clean.  Anything that is not clean, or anyone that is not clean, is not good enough for God.  To be a friend of God one must keep oneself clean, or get oneself clean.

7:22-27  DO NOT EAT FAT OR BLOOD

God spoke to Moses again.  He said to him:

Tell the Israelites what I tell you.  You must not eat any of the fat of any animal such as an ox or a lamb or a goat.

When you find the body of an animal that has been killed by a wild animal, you are allowed to use its fat for any kind of work.  But you are not allowed to eat any of that fat.  

If any individual dares to eat the fat of his Fellowship Offering when he cooks it for the Lord, he must be expelled.  God does not want his friendship.

What applies to fat also applies to blood.  You are not allowed to eat blood as gravy when you have meat, not even in your homes.  This applies whether you eat chicken, or any bird, or whether you eat any animal.  You must drain the blood away before you eat any meat.

Any individual who dares to eat meat with its blood, whether from his sacrifice or at home, must be expelled from my people.

7:28-34  HOW TO MAKE A FRIENDSHIP OFFERING

Then God explained to Moses what must be done with the Friendship Offering.  He said:

Tell the Israelites how I want them to bring their Fellowship Offering to the Lord.  Their gift must be the sacrifice of an animal made as an offering of friendship.

The worshipper must bring the sacrifice himself, to burn it on the altar.  He must bring the animal's chest and its fat, which is the best part, with it.  He must then hold the chest up in the air towards the altar as a present to the Lord, and then lower it back down as a gift from God to himself.  This is a present that he gives to the Lord and then shares with God as a friend.

The priest must burn the fat on the altar, so that it goes up in smoke to God.  But the chest part of the sacrifice is for Aaron and his sons, the priests.

You people must give a gift for the Lord to the priest.  It is to be a part of the right hind leg of the animal.  Offer it to the Lord as part of the sacrifice to be his friend.

The priest on duty, who is one of Aaron's sons, brings the blood of the Fellowship Offering to the altar of God and burns its fat on the altar.  He then is the person who gets the right hind leg for himself.  That is his share of the gift to God.

The Lord says:  I have accepted the Fellowship Offering.  So, I have taken the chest part that was held up to me and the part of the right hind leg that was given to me.  I accept those parts from the Israelites as gifts of friendship.  Then I have given them to Aaron the priest and his sons who are priests.  Those parts will always be their share of the offerings from the Israelites to the Lord.

7:35-36  THE PRIESTS MUST GET THEIR SHARE

This is the part of the sacrifice on the altar that is Aaron's share and his sons' share.  When they offer the sacrifice to cook on the fire for the Lord, they must get some of it.  The Lord made that rule from the time that he appointed them to be the Lord's priests.  They must get a portion of the Israelites' sacrifices to the Lord.  Therefore that rule is permanent.  It applies to the Israelites' descendents forever.

That law is because the Lord has commanded that it must be done.  He ordered it at the time when, out of all the Israelites, he chose Aaron’s descendents to minister as priests.  He said that for all generations they must always have a share of the offerings.

7:37-38  THE LAW OF THE OFFERINGS

This is the law, or these are the rules, for the BURNT offering, for the GRAIN offering and for the SIN offering and for the GUILT offering, and for the ORDINATION offerings, and for the offering of FELLOWSHIP.

These are the rules that the Lord commanded Moses at Mount Sinai.  That is when God ordered the Israelites to bring their offerings to the Lord in the desert of Sinai.

CHAPTER 8

8:1-4  WHAT WAS NEEDED FOR THE PRIESTS

The Lord spoke to Moses again.  He said:

Fetch Aaron and bring his sons with him.  Bring their priestly clothes, the uniforms they must wear.  Bring the anointing oil too.  You must also get a young bull as the Sin Offering, as well as two rams.  Bring with them a basket of unleavened bread.

You must gather all the people together at the gate leading into the Assembly Tent.

So Moses did just what the Lord told him to do.  He got everyone together at the entrance to the Tabernacle.

8:5-9  HOW THE HIGH PRIEST WAS DRESSED

Moses spoke to the assembly of the people of Israel.  This is what he said:  This is what the Lord has told us to do.

Then Moses called up Aaron and his sons, and he washed them in the water used to worship God.

He then dressed Aaron in a long white shirt that reached down to his ankles, and tied a sash around his waist.  Over the shirt he put a short-sleeved coat, or long blue robe, on him.  On top of the robe, he put a short sleeveless jacket or cloak called an ephod [ee-fod].  The bottom of the jacket had a brilliant thick sash of many colours that was tied around Aaron's waist.

Then Moses attached a square pouch to Aaron's chest.  It was called the chest-piece.  Inside the pouch were what looked like two coins.

Then Moses wrapped a turban on Aaron's head.  Attached to the front of the turban was a gold plate

8:10-13  MOSES ANOINTS THE HIGH PRIEST FOR GOD

Moses brought the special oil for anointing or pouring.  He anointed the tent of worship by pouring the oil on it.  The tent of worship was the place where God stayed.  It was called the Tabernacle [tabba-nackl].  Moses anointed everything in the tent with oil.  By doing this he made it all holy.  It was now dedicated for the worship of the Lord.

Then Moses sprinkled some of the oil seven times on the altar.  He also anointed the altar and all the equipment used at the altar.  This included the wash basin and the stand it was put on.  He did this to make these things holy.

Then Moses poured the oil used for holy anointing over the head of Aaron the High Priest.  The High Priest would now act like the Messiah because Moses had anointed him to make him holy for God to use to help his people.  The High Priest could use all the equipment that had been anointed and made holy.

Then Moses brought Aaron's sons to the Tabernacle.  He put tunics, or long shirts, on them, and tied a sash around their waist.  Then he put turbans on their heads.  This was like a scarf wrapped around their heads that made them look taller and gave them a special dignity.  Moses did just as the Lord commanded him.

8:14-17  THE PRIESTS ARE MADE CLEAN

Moses brought a young bull to sacrifice it as a Sin Offering.  Aaron and his sons put their hands on the head of the Sin Offering and leaned on it so that it supported them.  This was so that God would remove their sins from them and put them all on the bull that would be sacrificed.

Then Moses slaughtered the bull as a sacrifice and drained its blood.  Then, with his finger, Moses smeared the blood on the corners or what were called the horns of the altar.  He did this to all four corners.  By doing this he made the altar a holy place.  Then Moses poured out the blood at the foot of the altar.  In this way Moses dealt with the problem of sin for the Israelites.  The altar became the means by which their sins could be sorted out or atoned for.  

Next, Moses took out all the fat that was inside the bull.  He also cut out parts of the liver and the kidneys and the fat that was connected to them.  All this he put on the altar and burnt it.

But the rest of the whole bull was taken outside the people's camp and burnt as rubbish.  The animal's hide was destroyed.  All its meat was burnt up, as well as chewed-up food in its stomach and the dung in its intestines.  Nothing was left, nothing at all.  Only the blood and the fat were used at the altar, and small bits of the liver and kidneys.  The rest of the whole bull was totally burnt outside the camp on a special fire to get rid of it completely.

8:18-21  THE PRIESTS' BURNT OFFERING

Moses brought a ram as a Burnt Offering for the priests.  Aaron and his sons then put their hands on the head of the ram, leaning on it.  This was the sign that they were admitting their sins to God.  They were asking him to transfer all their guilt to the ram that would be sacrificed.

So Moses slaughtered or killed the ram and scattered or sprinkled its blood right around the altar.  The blood was a sign that a sacrifice to God had been made.

Moses chopped the ram into small pieces.  He burnt the head and the pieces of meat and the fat on the altar.

Moses used water to wash the inner parts, the messy stomach and bowels, and the legs, which could be dirty.  Then Moses burned the whole ram on the altar as a Burnt Offering to the Lord.  The smell of all that meat as it was cooked on the fire of the altar made a nice smell.  That is what an offering was that was made by fire for the Lord.  It was all done exactly as the Lord told Moses to do it.

8:22-24  THE PRIESTS ARE APPOINTED WITH BLOOD

Moses brought the other ram that would be used for the appointment or ordination of the priests.  Aaron and his sons leaned on it by placing their hands on the second ram's head.

Moses then slaughtered the ram and took some of its blood to Aaron the High Priest.  He put blood on the bottom part of Aaron's right ear.  This was a sign that Aaron must listen carefully to the Lord.  Moses also put blood on the thumb of Aaron's right hand, as a sign that Aaron must work carefully and properly for the Lord.  Then he put blood on the toe of Aaron's right foot, a sign that Aaron must always go where the Lord wanted him to go, or live the way the Lord wanted him to.

Moses then brought Aaron's sons to be ordained.  He put some blood on the bottom of their right ear, on the thumb of their right hand and on the toe of their right foot.  This was a sign that they must be completely dedicated to serve the Lord and his people.  Moses then sprinkled blood onto the altar, all the way round it.

8:25-29  THE ORDINATION OFFERINGS

Moses cut the fat out of the ram.  He cut off its heavy, fatty tail.  Then he cut out the fat on the inside of the belly.  This was a large lump of fat that covered the liver and the kidneys.  He also cut off what we would call 'a leg of lamb.'  

Moses had a basket of bread with him.  From it he took four types of bread.  First, some bread made without yeast, which was usually how bread was offered to the Lord.  Then one doughnut made of unleavened bread, one loaf of ordinary bread made with olive oil (or butter) and a sweet, crispy, thin wafer.  He put these onto the pieces of fat, and then put the whole lot on top of the leg of meat.

Moses put all of this into the hands of Aaron.  He then did the same to Aaron's sons.  They lifted it up towards the altar as if offering it to God.

Then Moses took this batch of food back off them.  He burnt it on the altar with the Burnt Offering, so that everything was completely burnt up.  These were the Ordination Offerings by which Aaron and his sons were appointed as priests for God.  The fire produced a tasty smell as an offering to their Lord.

Then Moses took some of the ribs of the ram and held that up as an offering to the Lord.  That was for Moses' own ordination as a priest.  The ribs were his share of the offering.  Moses did as the Lord commanded him.

8:30  THE PRIESTS ARE ANOINTED

Moses now got some olive oil for the anointing of the priests.  He also took some blood from the altar.  He sprinkled oil and blood on Aaron and on his clothes.  He did the same to Aaron's sons, sprinkling oil and blood on them and on their clothes.  The father and his sons were anointed together.  In this way Aaron and his uniform, and his sons and their uniforms, were together made holy.

8:31-36  THE PRIESTS WAIT FOR SEVEN DAYS

Finally, Moses gave instructions to Aaron and his sons:  Cook, or roast, the meat near the doorway of the Tent of Worship, the tabernacle.  That is also where you must eat it.  Eat it together with the bread in the basket that is for the ordination, or appointment, of the priests.  That was what I commanded.  I announced that Aaron and his sons must eat the offering to God.

When you have finished eating, you must burn all the leftovers of meat and bread in the fire.  Don't keep anything, and don't throw any food away.

You priests must stay there at the doorway of the Tent of Worship.  Stay there, without leaving, for seven days.  Stay there until the last day, when the ordination is completed.  Your ordination will last for seven days.

Whatever you are doing today is what the Lord commanded you to do.  You are doing it like this to deal with the problem of your sin.  This is to atone for your sin.

Make sure you stay here at the doorway of the Tent of Worship.  You must remain here all day, every day, and all night every night too.  Stay here seven days, and do what the Lord wants you to do, so that you don't die.
So Aaron and his sons did exactly what the Lord commanded them to do through Moses.

Now you can read Leviticus 6-8 in your own Bible.
An INTRODUCTION for Beginners

The Law of Moses in
LEVITICUS
CHAPTERS 6-8

INTRODUCTION
The book of LEVITICUS [le-vit-ikus] is different from all the other books of the Bible.  
First, to many people it is the most boring book in the Bible.  Therefore most people never bother to read it.  Very few people read this book carefully and study it.  Even Christians, many of them, do not understand this book or use it to worship God.
Secondly, what is written in Leviticus appears all over the rest of the Bible, as no other book in the Bible does.  The people who wrote the Bible, in both the Old and the New Testaments, are always talking about something that is written and explained in Leviticus.  So we need to understand Leviticus in order to understand properly what other writers of Scripture are getting at.  Since most people do not understand Leviticus, they find that there is quite a lot in the rest of the Bible that does not really make sense to them.
Obviously, Leviticus is important.  It is part of the Bible that God has given us.  So if it is important, we must listen to what it says.  If we do not listen, just because it is boring, we are making a big mistake.  Everywhere in life there are rules.  We have them in schools, in games, in driving on the roads, in churches, and in places where people work.  Reading all those rules is always boring.  The problem comes when we break any one of those rules.  We can then get into trouble or lose out.  Sometimes we can get into big trouble or even lose our place in a game, like getting a yellow or red card because of breaking the rules.  
But Leviticus is even more important than that.  Leviticus means that it is God who has given us rules.  If we want to be friends with God we must keep these rules.  If we want to go to heaven, we must keep these rules.  These rules tell us what sin is.  God will not allow any sin to get into heaven.  He has allowed it to happen on earth, for a time.  But under no circumstances whatsoever will he allow sin to get into heaven.  This is because heaven is holy and pure and forever.  Heaven is also where God's home is.  God will not live with sin.  The whole Bible tells us what God has done, and will do, to get rid of sin.  
Leviticus tells us that the first thing that God did when Israel became a nation, was to tell them what sin is.  He told them how to avoid sin, and if they did sin, how to get rid of it.  The rest of the Bible helps us to understand this more and more clearly.  The truth about what is right and what is wrong begins with Leviticus.  How does God want us to live?  The answers are given in Leviticus.  What will God punish us for?  Leviticus explains this to us.  What does God accept and like?  Leviticus shows us how to please God and get on the right side of him.
The reason why Leviticus is so important is that it explains to us how we can and should make contact with God who created us.  It teaches us how to become God's friend.  It shows us how to live if we want to go to heaven.  Leviticus makes it possible for us to understand properly what Jesus Christ came to do in our world and in our lives.  Leviticus tells us what God is like.  The book of Leviticus is very important.  It must be read.  It must be understood.  What we are to understand are the principles involved in what Moses taught the Israelites.  Although we do not worship God the way they did, we are to live by the same principles that they worshiped God and lived by.  These principles tell us how to obey and please God.
LEVITICUS is about God's rules and laws.  There are four ways that we learn what God is like.  

The first is from CREATION.  Look at the world around you.  Look at what God has made in nature.  That gives you some idea of what God is like, especially how good he is.  
Secondly, there are God's LAWS.  If we learn them, and study them, and think about them, they will show us how fair God is.  God is perfectly just.  He never does anything wrong.  

Thirdly, there is the BIBLE.  The whole Bible teaches us what the truth about God is.  Many people have invented lots of false stories about God.  The Bible puts us on the right track as to what is true, and what is not.  

Fourthly, we learn about God from answered PRAYER.  Answered prayer is how we know that we have found God.  Answered prayer is how we know that God is on our side, and how kind and loving he is.  The real secret to getting God to answer our prayers is by knowing and understanding God's laws and commands, and obeying them.
We must also realise that the more we learn about God's laws, the wiser we become.  The wiser we become the better life is, both for us and for others.  We need to realise that laws contain ideas.  
It is the idea or purpose of the law that is what is really important.
For example, when one goes for ones driving licence, one has to learn a whole lot of rules of the road.  Then one has to learn how to keep those laws while one is driving.  Then one gets tested to see that one can drive properly.  The idea of all of this is that when one starts to drive on one's own, one will be a safe and good driver.  One will not cause trouble for other motorists on the road.  
God's laws are the same.  We have to learn what they are.  We need to practice them.  Sooner or later we shall be tested as to whether we can and will do what is right.  The whole purpose is to make us good people, friends of God, and people who treat others properly and well.  So whenever we study God's laws, we must look for the purpose of that law, and then work out how that purpose affects us and the way we live and behave.
The word LEVITICUS comes from the name LEVI [lee-vigh].  The father of Israel was Jacob, who had twelve sons.  Those sons became the fathers of the twelve tribes of Israel.  Levi was the third of Jacob's sons.  His mother was Jacob’s first wife, Leah [lee-a].  Leah was not as pretty and attractive as her younger sister Rachel.  In fact, Jacob did not really love Leah but he was deeply in love with Rachel.  So Leah had an inferiority complex.  She made up for it by giving Jacob those first three sons, whereas Rachel could not have children.  When the third son was born Leah believed that these three boys would bond her to Jacob despite the fact that Jacob loved her sister more that he loved her.  The name Levi means “bonding.”  

(You can read about this at the end of Genesis 29.)
Levi was the father of the tribe of Levi, known as the Levites [lee-vights].  After the Exodus, when the Israelites were at Mount Sinai, 
Moses received God's laws.
While he was on the mountain with God, the Israelites began to worship a golden calf.  The Levites were against this, and helped Moses to get the people back to worshiping God.  For this act of faithfulness God made the Levites his special tribe.  They were to be his ministers, his priests, his servants.  Although they were the smallest of the twelve tribes, they were to be the spiritual leaders of the whole nation.  
The Levites were to be responsible for seeing to it
that the Israelites kept God's laws.
They were like judges or magistrates.  They were like teachers or policemen.  They were like parents to the people.  They made sure that the people worshiped God properly, and were faithful to him.  In other words, the Levites were there to bond people to God and to bond God to the people by seeing to it that he was obeyed.  Bonding was their work, just as bonding was the meaning of their name.  This is what the duty of all Christian teachers and leaders is: to bond people to God and God to his people.
All through history certain people throughout the whole world have tried to work out how man, or people, should live.  What is right?  What is wrong?  How do we live with one another?  How do we please God?  How do we get to heaven?  All these ideas that people have had have been based on guesses.  But sometimes a lot of people have accepted these guesses.  Sometimes whole nations have adopted these ideas and chosen to live by them.  But the only rules and ideas that are true are those that God himself has given us.  Leviticus is God's own rules that he gave us through Moses at Mount Sinai, somewhere around 1400 BC.  That is when ordinary people began to understand clearly what God wants.
The huge problem that mankind has is the deadly disease of SIN.
This is a tremendous problem for all of us.
What is sin?  Sin is doing what is wrong.  Sin is being foolish and stupid.  Sin is causing trouble for others.  Sin is behaving badly.  Sin is being ugly or nasty.  Sin is doing what God told us NOT to do.  Sin is not doing what God has said we must do.  Sin is disobeying God.  
The big problem with sin is that we have all done it.  Babies do it.  Old people have done it.  Even leaders and church leaders are guilty.  No one gets through life without failing to do what is right.  No one is good enough.

No one in the whole world, and no one in history, has ever worked out HOW TO SOLVE THIS PROBLEM.  What people do is hope for the best and trust in luck.  This caused them to turn to idols and worship them.  For them the big problem about God is that he is invisible.  They wanted a picture of God, something they could more easily understand.  They wanted the sort of God that they could tell him what they wanted and what he must do for them.  They did not want God to control them.  They wanted a God that they could control.  Leviticus, and the rest of the Bible, shows us how to escape from this kind of mistake or error that is a trap that will ruin us.  Leviticus shows us how to get rid of sin, and how to live the way God wants us to.  The priests played an important part in these laws, and the Levites helped the priests do their work, and helped the people learn how to keep God's laws.  The great truth in the book of Leviticus is that only God can solve our problem of sin.  What the Levites and the priests were doing over a thousand years before Jesus Christ was to show us what God’s Son, the Lord JESUS CHRIST would come and do to get rid of our sin.  For 1,400 years the book of Leviticus was showing people how God was going to overcome sin, and get rid of it.  Leviticus helps us to understand Jesus properly, as Jesus helps us to understand God properly.
The other huge problem that we have is that God is HOLY.  We are so small; he is so big.  We live just a few years; he lives forever.  We are so unimportant; he is so important.  We are so weak; he is so strong.  We know so little; he knows everything.  We are so stupid; he is so wise.  We do so many wrong things; he always does what is perfectly right.  We sometimes do ugly, dirty things; God is always pure and clean and good.  We always keep on making mistakes.  Even if we learn to correct our old mistakes, we then make new mistakes.  We never stop failing.  We never become what we would like to be.  
God is perfect.
He is so different from us.  He is so much better.  

God is special, God is holy!
So how can we ever be his friends?  Not only that, but how can we ever be good enough for him?  How could we possibly ever make him happy?  How can we guarantee that if we went to heaven, we would do nothing wrong, nothing bad - forever and ever?  The problem is that God is holy and we are not.  
We have sinned, and God is absolutely holy.  
How can we ever face him, except with guilt and fear?
Leviticus 
is the book that is dedicated 
to answering the problem about 

GUILT AND GOD..
Once we understand Leviticus we can understand the rest of the Bible.  
Once we understand Leviticus we can understand the work that Jesus Christ came to do.  
He came to change us, and get us to heaven,
and introduce us to God as his friends.

Leviticus answers questions such as:

- How does one worship God?

- What is worship?

- How do I learn to love God properly?

- What does God want from me?

Among the Levites, one family became the priests of the nation.  Moses' brother was Aaron [air-rin OR a-a’rawn in Hebrew], and it was his family who were chosen by God to be the priesthood.  Aaron and his four sons, and their sons, were all priests.  The rest of the Levites worked for them and supported them in their work.  
The work of the priests 
was
to bring God to the people,
and
to bring the people to God.
They were in charge of the way God was worshiped.  
The Hebrews called Leviticus "The Book of the Priests".  
A priest is someone that God uses to do his work.  
A priest is someone who helps people to turn to God.
This is what Leviticus chapters 6-8 are about.
FORGIVENESS:  HOW DO WE KNOW THAT GOD HAS FORGIVEN US?

When we apologise to God, we feel guilty.  When God forgives us, we change.  Something happens inside us that affects our whole life.  First, we find that we have relief and peace in our soul.  Before we got forgiveness we had done something wrong.  We did it because there was something wrong in us, in our attitude.  Once we get God's forgiveness that wrong attitude breaks down.  We change.  We give up our bad attitude and start to think and feel differently.  We prefer to do what is right rather than just doing what we feel like doing even if it is wrong or bad.  

Our attitude changes toward God.  We find that we want God.  We now love him.  We become proud of him.  We want to do our best for him.  We like to listen to him.  It becomes important for us to obey him.  We find that God is comforting and inspiring.  We discover that we have confidence in him.  We feel that we can always trust him.  We have so much confidence in him that he comes first in our lives.  He becomes our best friend.  

It's as simple as this: 

If God is my best friend, 

then I know that I am God's friend.

GOD'S FORGIVENESS means that we make FRIENDS WITH GOD.

Why does God forgive us if we have sinned against him and made him cross?

There are three answers to this question:

- The first is that God loves us.  He created us.  He is our Father.  Before he created the world, he planned that there would be a way for people to come right if they went wrong.  God wants us to get to heaven.  God is kind.

- The second is that God sent his Son Jesus to be the sacrifice for our sins.  Jesus Christ came into our world, and comes into our lives, in order to get rid of our sin.  The blood of animals could only bring relief from sin for a short while.  When Jesus suffered and bled and died as God's proper Sin Offering, he was punished for us.  He wanted to do that for us, because he loves us as much as his Father does.  When God raised him from the dead it was a sign that God had accepted that sacrifice as an apology for everyone, or anyone, who wants God’s forgiveness.

- The third answer as to why God forgives us is that when God took Jesus back up to heaven, he sent his Holy Spirit to help us to believe in Jesus and to want to get rid of our sin.  Anyone who offers himself, as a sinner, to Jesus, in order to get rid of his sin, will be accepted by God as his friend.  God has offered us a perfect Sin Offering: his Son, Jesus Christ, who was crucified for our sins.  What we must do is offer ourselves to God as believers in Jesus and followers of Christ and friends of God's only Son.  If we do this we shall receive God's pardon, and be able to face the Lord on the Day of Judgement without any fear or worry.

We must thank God for this.  We should love God for this.  We need to obey God in order to show that we genuinely love him.

HOW GOD'S PLAN OF FORGIVENESS WORKS

The Sin Offering was a short-term idea, a temporary solution to the problem.  It was to show us how God's plan of forgiveness is meant to work.

God's long-term or permanent solution to the problem of our sin was to send his Son, Jesus Christ, to take away our sin and its control over us.  Sacrificing animals as Sin Offerings, with their blood, did not destroy sin.  It just relieved a person for a while, and gave him hope that God would have mercy on him.

What Jesus did was to solve the main problem, which is to get sin out of our lives, and make us better people.  The difference between the Sin Offering in Leviticus and the great sacrifice for sin by Jesus dying on the cross is that Jesus was a man, not just an animal.  

The important thing about Jesus, compared to all other people, is that he was perfect.  Even God said that he was pleased with Jesus.  Jesus never sinned.  He is the only person in history, in the whole world, who has never done anything wrong.  So, when he suffered and gave up his life for us, that sacrifice was good enough for God to forgive us and accept us forever.  Because Jesus was 100% pure, God could forgive us 100%.  

The Sin Offering in Leviticus gave us the rough idea of how to get God's forgiveness for a while.  That Sin Offering in Leviticus is a build-up to the Sin Offering that Jesus made on the cross.  Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God, gives us the perfect idea of how to get rid of our sin and get God's complete forgiveness and his everlasting friendship.

What we must do is admit our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.  To ask God this we must rely on the sacrifice of Christ, and his blood, to cancel out and wipe out what was bad in us.  We must believe in Jesus.  We must believe that Jesus is the right way to get God's forgiveness.  Since Jesus rose from the dead, we also know that he is the only way to get God's friendship.  There is nothing more important in life than to be made clean by God.  If we are clean when we die, we shall go to heaven.

Nothing in the world is as precious as eternal life.

FORGIVENESS:  HOW DO WE KNOW THAT GOD HAS FORGIVEN US?

When we apologise to God, we feel guilty.  When God forgives us, we change.  Something happens inside us that affects our whole life.  First, we find that we have relief and peace in our soul.  Before we got forgiveness we had done something wrong.  We did it because there was something wrong in us, in our attitude.  Once we get God's forgiveness that wrong attitude breaks down.  We change.  We give up our bad attitude and start to think and feel differently.  We prefer to do what is right rather than just doing what we feel like doing even if it is wrong or bad.  

Our attitude changes toward God.  We find that we want God.  We now love him.  We become proud of him.  We want to do our best for him.  We like to listen to him.  It becomes important for us to obey him.  We find that God is comforting and inspiring.  We discover that we have confidence in him.  We feel that we can always trust him.  We have so much confidence in him that he comes first in our lives.  He becomes our best friend.  

If God is my best friend, 

then I know that I am God's friend.

GOD'S FORGIVENESS means that we make FRIENDS WITH GOD.

Why does God forgive us if we have sinned against him and made him cross?

There are three answers to this question:

- The first is that God loves us.  He created us.  He is our Father.  Before he created the world, he planned that there would be a way for people to come right if they went wrong.  God wants us to get to heaven.  God is kind.

- The second is that God sent his Son Jesus to be the sacrifice for our sins.  Jesus Christ came into our world, and comes into our lives, in order to get rid of our sin.  The blood of animals could only bring relief from sin for a short while.  When Jesus suffered and bled and died as God's proper Sin Offering, he was punished for us.  He wanted to do that for us, because he loves us as much as his Father does.  When God raised him from the dead it was a sign that God had accepted that sacrifice as an apology for everyone, or anyone, who wants God’s forgiveness.

- The third answer as to why God forgives us is that when God took Jesus back up to heaven, he sent his Holy Spirit to help us to believe in Jesus and to want to get rid of our sin.  Anyone who offers himself, as a sinner, to Jesus, in order to get rid of his sin, will be accepted by God as his friend.  God has offered us a perfect Sin Offering: his Son, Jesus Christ, who was crucified for our sins.  What we must do is offer ourselves to God as believers in Jesus and followers of Christ and friends of God's only Son.  If we do this, we shall receive God's pardon, and be able to face the Lord on the Day of Judgement without any fear or worry.

We must thank God for this.  We should love God for this.  We need to obey God in order to show that we genuinely love him.

A BIBLE STUDY for the Young

Translated and explained from the Hebrew 

LEVITICUS
CHAPTER 6

The first five chapters of Leviticus are about five kinds of worship that the Israelites could do.  When they came to worship, they could bring God these gifts or offerings, which were called sacrifices.  A sacrifice is like a present: they were giving God something because they loved and respected him.

- First, there was the sacrifice called the WHOLE BURNT OFFERING.  An animal was slaughtered, not to be eaten, but to be completely burnt on the altar.  The whole animal was given directly to God.  (Chapter 1)
- Secondly, there was the sacrifice called the GRAIN OFFERING.  This was taken from their harvest crops.  Some was burnt, and some was given to the priest as food.  (Chapter 2)
- Thirdly, there was the FELLOWSHIP OFFERING.  This was to share with others, like having a dinner together with friends.  (Chapter 3)
- Fourthly, there was the SIN OFFERING.  When people had done something wrong, they could bring an offering and a sacrifice to God to get his forgiveness.  (Chapter 4, and part of 5)
- Fifthly, the GUILT OFFERING.  If for any reason, a person felt bad about something, and it bothered him, he could bring a sacrifice to God in order to find peace in his heart and in his mind.  He could get rid of the problem from his conscience.  (The end of Chapter 5 to the beginning of Chapter 6.)
The first part of chapter 6 actually belongs to the second half of chapter 5.  So, let's begin by summing up what chapter 5 verses 14-19 is about:  It is about the GUILT OFFERING.
Although there are people who are religious, they sometimes do something wrong.  Someone might cause someone else trouble or harm.   He or she might cheat or tell a lie.  When he realises that he has done something wrong, and feels guilty about it, he must get God's forgiveness.

To do this he must bring a ram for the Lord as a punishment.  There must be nothing wrong with the ram.  It must be the kind of ram that anyone would want to buy, not a ram in a poor state that he wants to get rid of.  This is his Guilt Offering to God.
On top of that, he must pay back the person he has wronged.  The other person must not lose out in any way.  When he pays the other person, he must add a bit extra as a fine, so that the other person actually gets back a bit more than he lost.  All of this he must hand over to the priest:  the ram, the pay-back and the bit extra.  This is his Guilt Offering.  The priest will then give him God's forgiveness.
If a person breaks any of God's laws, and did not really mean to do it, or was just thoughtless, or did not even realise what he was doing, he is still guilty.  
He must not make any excuses.
He is responsible for what he has done.  
He must get God's forgiveness.
He has to bring a ram as his Guilt Offering and give it to the priest.  The ram must be in first-class condition.  There must be nothing wrong with it.  It must be worth a good price on the market.  The priest will then give him God's forgiveness.  That is how the Guilt Offering works.  If anyone breaks any of God's laws, he is guilty.
That is more or less what chapter 5 says about the Guilt Offering.  Now chapter 6 continues to explain the sort of things that people may do that will make them guilty.  Then they will have to bring a guilt offering to the Lord.
6:1-7  WRONG-DOING MUST BE PUT RIGHT
The Lord spoke to Moses about the problem of sin.
If a person sins and does what is wrong, he is letting the Lord down.  If he harms someone else, he is actually behaving badly toward God.  The Lord does not like it if anyone lets someone else down who trusted him.  God gets angry if someone deceives anyone, or lies to anyone.  It is a sin if someone asks somebody to look after something, and that person, after agreeing to do it, does not do it.  If something he was supposed to look after gets stolen, he is responsible for that.  If he cheats someone in any way, that is sin.  
If he finds something that someone lost, and lies about it, he has sinned.  If he makes any promise that is not true, or is not meant, that is sin.  If he does any such wrong just once, then he is guilty.
If a person sins like this then he is guilty, and he must then put matters right.  If he has stolen something, he must return it.  If he has bullied someone and taken what belongs to him, he must give it back.  If he was trusted to look after something, and it was lost, he must replace it for the owner.  If he finds something that was lost, he must get what he found back to the person it belongs to.
Also, if someone promises to pay someone something, but the promise turns out to be untrue, then he must give him the full amount that he promised, and add a bit extra on top of that.  As part of his Guilt Offering, he must pay what he promised to pay.  He must pay at the same time that he makes the offering to get God's forgiveness.
To admit his guilt to the Lord he must bring a ram that has nothing wrong with it.  It must be worth a good price.  He must give it to the priest as a Guilt Offering.
The priest will then give that person forgiveness from the Lord.  His offering will wipe out his sin.  God will then be happy with him, because his wrong has been put right.  1His sin will be atoned for by the priest.  The Lord has set him free from his guilt.

1His sin will be atoned for:  ATONEMENT is a special word in the Bible.  It has to do with forgiveness.  When we sin, we break up our friendship with God.  Sin upsets God.  It makes him angry.  But when we apologise, and sort things out properly, then we become friends with God.  That is called "atonement".  Atonement means that God completely forgives us, and that we have nothing to worry about any more.  Our friendship with God is restored.  He is happy, and we can be happy too.  Atonement means making friends again.  We become friends again by sorting out the problem that spoilt the friendship.
6:8-13  HOW TO DO THE BURNT OFFERING
This next section deals with something called THE BURNT OFFERING.  The first chapter in Leviticus is all about the Burnt Offering.  
The idea of the Burnt Offering is that God's people must be his friends.  The offering, or sacrifice, was for the people of God to keep up their friendship with God.  God is our best friend, and we must take care to keep it like that.  The priests were to offer a Burnt Offering morning and evening, every single day, for the people.
The Burnt Offering meant that an animal was sacrificed.  Whenever we eat meat, it means that an animal has been sacrificed or slaughtered.  It was then chopped into pieces, as all meat is.  All these meat pieces were put on the altar.  The altar was a fire meant for cooking.  But in the case of the Burnt Offering, the meat was not just cooked but was completely burnt up.  It all went up in smoke.  Nothing was left except ashes.

The IDEA behind this offering of friendship was that we realise that everything belongs to God.  God comes first in our lives.  God is more important to us than anything else in life.  It is by thinking like this that we keep our friendship with God going.  We first of all give our whole heart to God.  We love him more than anyone or anything else.  Whoever does this will be God's friend.

The Burnt Offering was the Israelites' way of worshiping God.  They put God first.
The Lord spoke to Moses about the Burnt Offering and told him how the priests must do it.  He said:
Give 1Aaron and his sons my orders.  Tell them that these are the rules for the Burnt Offering.  The Burnt Offering must be put on the fire of the altar.  The fire must burn right through the night until the next morning.  The altar's fire must burn it completely until there is nothing left of the Burnt Offering but ashes.

Then the priest must change into 2linen clothes.  This must include 3long trousers also made of linen.  He must be dressed in linen when he removes the ashes of the offering burnt on the altar by the fire.  He must put the ashes down on the ground next to the altar.
Then he must take off the clothes he is wearing, and put on ordinary clothes to carry the ash away.  He must take it outside the camp and put it in 4a clean, empty place.  It must not just be thrown onto a rubbish dump.
Make sure that the fire on the altar keeps on burning.  It must not be allowed to die out.  The priest must see to it morning by morning that there is enough wood to keep the fire going well.  He has to arrange the meat of the Burnt Offering so that it burns properly.  He should also see to it that 5the good fatty parts all go up in smoke because this is a Friendship Offering.
6You need to make sure that the fire on the altar keeps on burning.  It must never go out.

1Aaron:  Aaron was the chief priest, called the High Priest.  He was in charge of all the priests who were his sons and their sons when they grew up.  Aaron was also Moses' brother.  Both Aaron and Moses belonged to the tribe of Levi.  They were Levites.
2linen clothes:  People normally wore clothing made of wool or leather in those days.  Linen is the material our shirts or sheets are usually made of.  It was much cooler than wool or leather.  The priests had to work at the altar, which was very hot.  It was important that the priests did their work without sweating, which makes a person look and feel uncomfortable.

3long trousers:  The altar was quite high, and had steps leading up to it.  The priest had to climb those steps and bend over the altar to work with the pieces of meat on the grill.  Normally priests wore what looked like gowns or long skirts.  While working over the fire they would be more free, more comfortable and even more decent looking in a pair of long trousers than in heavy gowns.  As they worked with the offering, they would also have to keep climbing up and down the stairs of the altar.
4a clean, empty place:  Even getting rid of the ashes of the Burnt Offering must be carefully done.  The ash must also be treated with care and respect.  It was to be put in a separate place.  It was special.  It was holy.

5the good fatty parts:  Any farmer wanted his animals to be in good condition.  A skinny animal would be in a poor condition.  A good animal would be well fed, and nice and fat.  That meant that there would be some fat in the meat.  Fat was a sign that the offering was a good one.  A good offering meant that it was given to God with respect and love.  Fat burns well in a fire.  Burning up all the fat was a sign of giving God the best they could.  Giving God the best is the way to show him that one wants to be his friend.  The priest must make sure that all the fat catches fire.
6You need to make sure that the fire on the altar keeps on burning:  This fire shows what friendship is supposed to be like.  It must always keep on going.  It should never break down.

Another important part of friendship is that it must be good and clean.  There must be nothing ugly in a friendship.  Fire is used to make some things perfectly clean.  For example, we boil water to kill all the germs that may be in it.  Friendship requires that anything bad in us is burnt out.

This is what the Burnt Offering was about, and the Priest was the person that God wanted to do it for the people.  Then God and his people would be friends.

6:14-18  THE GRAIN OFFERING AND THE PRIESTS
The next instruction to the priests is about what they must do with THE GRAIN OFFERING.
The Grain Offering was made from the crops.  To be friends with God we must realise that we should be grateful to him for our food.  Our crops grow because God sends rain to make them grow.  Food is absolutely essential for us to live.  It is God who provides us with food each day, and we should appreciate him for this.  So a grain offering was included in the Israelites' way of worship.  It was to say, Thank You to God for their food each and every day.
Leviticus chapter 2 is about the Grain Offerings.

This is the rule for what the priests must do with the Grain Offering.  Aaron's sons must bring it to be offered to the Lord, and put it at the front of the altar.
The priest on duty must take a handful of the flour of the grain offering.  He must add 1some oil, like butter, to it.  He must also pour all 2the perfume onto it.  Then he must burn it on the altar.  It will make a lovely smell for the Lord, and he will remember it in future.
Aaron and his sons will eat the rest of the Grain Offering.  There are two conditions that they must apply when this offering is eaten.  First, 3they must not put any yeast in it.  Secondly, they must eat it in the courtyard that surrounds the Tent where God's people get together to worship him.  
This Grain Offering must not be baked with any yeast.  This grain offering is not just ordinary food.  I have given a part for the priests to eat as a special privilege.  It is absolutely holy.  It is for worshiping the Lord.  It is like 4the Sin Offering and 5the Guilt Offering.
Any man or boy from Aaron's family may eat from these worshipful offerings that are made on the fire of the altar of the Lord.  Any of them who eat from these offerings 6must be holy.  They must respect God and keep their lives clean.
1some oil:  In those times vegetable oil was used like butter to make it easier and nicer to eat their bread.  This gives us an idea of how friendship works.  When we have any kind of relationship with someone, we make it better by adding friendliness to that relationship.  Life with other people is better if we put some friendliness and kindness into it.  It is the same with God.  If we want to have a good connection with God, we must love him and treat him with respect.  That is like putting butter on our bread.
2the perfume:  This grain offering was not to be eaten.  It was to be burnt, completely.  It would all go up in smoke into the sky.  The perfume, when burnt, would make it smell lovely.  This was their sign of wanting God's friendship.  A good smell, or aroma, makes one feel good.  That is what friendship is meant to be.  It feels good to have a good friendship with God.  It also feels good to have a good friendship with other people.
3they must not put any yeast in it:  Flour is made out of grain by grinding it into a fine powder.  The flour is made into dough, which is then baked into bread.  To make the dough rise, a little yeast is added to it.  If there is no yeast, the dough remains flat like a pancake or a pizza [peet'za].
God made yeast a sign of what goes wrong in a friendship.  Yeast has a sour quality about it.  If someone causes trouble, he causes a friendship to turn sour.  When we do or say something nasty to someone it affects a friendship.  Anything ugly or wrong spoils our relationship with one another.  The same applies to our relationship with God.  If we behave badly, it spoils our friendship with him.  It we keep on doing it, it will ruin our relationship with him.  The Grain Offering was meant to remind the Israelites that they must behave properly in order to remain God's friends.

4the Sin Offering:  The Sin Offering was also used to worship God.  If anyone broke any of God's laws, and wanted to apologise to get his friendship with God put back in good order, he would bring a Sin Offering.  A Sin Offering was to make up for disobeying God in any way.  It was to get God’s forgiveness.
5the Guilt Offering:  The Guilt Offering was made when anyone caused trouble or suffering to someone else.  By harming another person, he was also disobeying God.  The Guilt Offering was to sort the fault out with the other person, as well as with God.
6must be holy:  The priests have the privilege of living off these offerings.  They get a part of them as their food each day.  But they are responsible for seeing that they keep their friendship with God in good order.  They must behave themselves.  It is unacceptable for them to share in the offerings if they are disobeying God in any way.  Only priests may eat the portion of food that is dedicated to God - as long as they are living godly lives.  
It is a serious sin when people who have dedicated their lives to God behave badly and sin against God.
6:19-23  THE GRAIN OFFERING OF THE PRIESTS
The priests not only eat part of any Grain Offering that the Israelites bring to God.  They also have to offer a Grain Offering to God themselves.
The Lord spoke to Moses about the Grain Offering that the priests must also bring to God.  He said:
From the time Aaron and his sons are 1appointed to do this work for God, he must bring a Grain Offering to the Lord.  The amount of fine flour they are to offer to God must be what would make a loaf of bread.  This grain offering must be made every day.  Half of it must be offered in the morning and 2half of it in the evening.
The flour must be thoroughly mixed with oil, or butter, and cooked in a pan.  That is how the priest must bring it as an offering to God.  When he presents it as a gift to God he must 3crumble it up into little pieces so that as it fries on the fire it smells delicious.  That is the Grain Offering that God will be pleased with.
This rule will also apply to the priest who takes over 4the appointment as High Priest in the future.  The priests must always bring a Grain Offering to the Lord.  That is a permanent rule.  They must see to it that their offering is completely burnt up.  It must all go up in smoke to God, with its nice smell or aroma.
Make sure that every Grain Offering that is brought by a priest is completely roasted so that nothing remains.  That offering must not be eaten.  It must go to God.

1appointed to do this work for God:  The Hebrew word that is used for this appointment to do God's work is the word, "Messiah".  This shows us that when the Messiah came, he would not only be a leader and law-giver like Moses, and a king like David, but he would also be a priest like Aaron and his sons.  The Messiah would be a High Priest.  The word Messiah means to be anointed, or appointed, by God.  To be anointed means to receive holy oil.  This is a sign of being chosen by God for a special task.  Holy Oil is the sign of receiving the Holy Spirit of God to do God's work.  The Holy Spirit gives the priest special wisdom and power to do what God wants to be done.
2half of it:  Usually the people had two main meals, one in the morning (a breakfast) and one in the evening after work (a supper or dinner.)  At lunch time they would normally just have a snack to keep them going.

3crumble it up:  In the Hebrew this is the only place in the whole Bible where the word "crumble" is used.  So there is something special or unique about it.  So, when the priests offer their Grain Offering it is different from the people's Grain Offering.  It is not presented to God as a loaf or even as a pancake or pizza.  It is burnt as a crumble.  This means that it will burn very quickly and give off a lovely smell, like freshly baked bread does.  God wants his priests to do a work for him that he will like and enjoy, and that God's people will like and want.  Priests are there to make God attractive to the people, and to get the people to live in a way that God likes.
4the appointment as High Priest:  Here is the Hebrew word "Messiah" again.  Israel, God's people, would always have a High Priest.  One of the High Priest's sons would take over the position and the work when the old man died.  This would prepare the people for the idea that when God's promised Messiah came, he would be our High Priest forever.
The GRAIN OFFERING would be made by the priests every day, together with two other offerings.  The one was the Burnt Offering, and the other was the Fellowship Offering (which we shall come to in chapter 7.  One can also read more about it in chapter 3.)  
The Grain or Food Offering was to remind the people every day that we get our food from God.  It is God who makes food grow.  It is God who sees to it that there are always supplies of food for us and for the animals.  God asks us to do three things:  
- We must realise that it is thanks to God that we have food and are able to live.  
- Secondly, God wants us to enjoy our food and enjoy life.  
- Finally, God wants us to live good lives.  To God a good life smells good.  He likes it.
But what happens if we do not live a good life?  What if we do something wrong or bad?  Unfortunately, all of us do what we should not do, and what God does not like, sometime or other, somehow or other.  So what happens if we sin?  Well, that is what the next offering is about.

6:24-30  THE SIN OFFERING

The SIN OFFERING is especially important.  God said:  "It is most holy."
There are three huge problems about sin:  
- One is that we all sin at some times in our lives.  No one can get through life without sinning.  
- Another problem is that sin is going to be punished.  If we sin, we cannot escape being punished for it.  God says so.  
- Then there is the big problem that man cannot find an answer for:  How do we get rid of sin?  How can we escape being punished?  
Only God has the answer to this question.  People who do not believe in God will never find the answer to this problem of getting rid of sin and escaping punishment for sin.  Only God can sort out our sin.
The answer, for anyone who sinned, was to bring a sin offering and give it to the priest.  The priest would then present the sin offering to the Lord for the person who had sinned.  If this was properly done, the person would get God's forgiveness.  
God's forgiveness is the only answer there is to sinning against God.

God's forgiveness is most holy.  That means that when God forgives us we can be quite sure that we have nothing more to worry about.  God's forgiveness is 100% genuine and reliable.  We know that we can keep our friendship with God despite whatever foolish or ugly thing we have done.  We can worship God, have peace in our heart and conscience, and enjoy life.
This is what the Sin Offering was about.  There is more about it in chapters 4 - 5.13.
The Lord explained to Moses what the priest must do with 1the Sin Offering.  He said:
This is what you must tell Aaron the High Priest and his sons, the priests.  Tell them that this is the law of the Sin Offering:  The animal that is killed for the Sin Offering must be slaughtered at the same place that 2the Burnt Offering is slaughtered.  It must be done where the Lord is worshiped.  This is because the Sin Offering is most holy.  It is absolutely 3holy.  The Sin Offering is the most holy of all the holy kinds of worship.  It is the most holy of all the holy offerings.
The priest who offers the Sin Offering must eat some of the meat.  This is the sign that God accepts the person's apology for having sinned, because eating something means that one likes it.  God uses the priest to show that he likes the sinner's offering of repentance and accepts him as a friend.  The priest must see to it that this meal is eaten in a holy place.  So the Sin Offering now becomes a Holy Offering.  It must be eaten in 4the courtyard of the Holy Tent of Worship.  This is also a sign that God is happy with the apology of the worshipper, and accepts his worship and his friendship.  The person who has brought the Sin Offering is forgiven and is now a part of the family of the Lord.
Anyone who handles the pieces of meat of that Sin Offering must be 5holy.  If some blood of the meat is spilt on his clothing you must 6wash off that blood properly, which has stained his clothing, at 7the holy place.  Everything you do for me, and for the worshipper, must be clean and pure and holy.  Take great care to do it all properly.
If the meat is boiled in a pot, and 8if that pot is made of clay, it must be broken when the meat is cooked.  Destroying that pot is the sign that the person's sin has also been completely and utterly destroyed.  When the broken pieces of the pot are thrown away, so is that person's wrong-doing.  It's gone, for good!  But if the pot or pan was made out of metal, it must be thoroughly scraped and then washed with clean water and wiped clean and polished until it shines.  Not a mark must be left.  That's because when God forgives someone, it is all finished and gone and forgotten - completely.
Any of the men who are priests may eat some of that Sin Offering.  The Sin Offering is holy.  It is very holy.  So, when the Lord's priests eat it, they show that God accepts the offering and likes it.  The worshiper now knows that God accepts his apology and likes his friendship.
But you must be careful about blood that is brought into the holy tent of worship from any Sin Offering.  That is blood that is used for atonement for sin in the holy place.  That part of the Sin Offering must not be eaten.  Nothing must be eaten or drunk if there is any blood in it.  It must be burnt in the fire.  9Atonement means that God is no longer angry or upset about the sin that that person has committed.  Atonement means that the Lord God is now happy.  The 10blood has cancelled out the sin.
1the Sin Offering:  Just as it takes time to get to understand truth or God, so it takes a while to get to understand sin.  Sin can be a very complicated thing.  That is why the book of Leviticus was written.  Sin is also explained more fully in the rest of the Bible.  One spends one's whole life learning to understand the Bible.
The first thing that we learn is what the Hebrew word for sin means.  Here the word "SIN" means to make a mistake or do something wrong.  This word was used when someone slipped or tripped, or bumped their foot against a step or a stone, or bumped their head against a tree branch.  The person would say, "Ouch!  That was a silly thing to do."  So sin is something that the person did not really mean to do.  It is a wrong or stupid thing that the person regrets having done.  The person who did it is not happy that he did it.  He may say something like, "I was not thinking properly when I did that."  That is the kind of sin that the Sin Offering was for.  The person did something bad that he wishes he had not done.  That is the kind of sin that God is willing to forgive.  Once a person is sorry for what he has done, whatever that may be, God is willing to pardon him.  To get that forgiveness he must bring a Sin Offering.
2the Burnt Offering:  The Burnt Offering, which was made every day, was to remind the people that God comes first in life.

3holy:  Holy is another word that takes some time to get to understand what it means.  The starting point here is that holy means the exact opposite of sin.  Sin means what is bad.  Holiness means what is good.  Sin is disobeying God.  Holiness means obeying God's commandments.  Sin means doing what is foolish and stupid.  Holiness means doing what is right and what people can respect.  Sin spoils our friendship with God.  Holiness deepens our friendship with God.  Sin is caused by forgetting about God.  Holy means putting God first.
4the courtyard of the Holy Tent of Worship:  From the time of Moses right through to the time of King David, Israel worshiped God at a tent.  This was for about 400 years.  The young prophet Samuel grew up in that tent.  (As an old man Samuel anointed David as king of Israel.)  David's son, King Solomon built a magnificent temple to replace the tent-tabernacle for worshiping God.  Only priests were allowed to go into the tabernacle or the temple.  Around the tabernacle (and the temple) was a courtyard.  Around the courtyard was a fence of curtains for the tabernacle and a wall for the temple.  Israelite believers were allowed into the courtyard to bring their offerings of worship to God.  The great altar on which they were cooked or roasted or burnt was in the courtyard, just in front of the tabernacle or the temple.

5holy:  Here we see the main meaning of the word "holy".  It means clean or pure.  When God forgives the sin of the worshipper, he becomes clean.  God's forgiveness makes his soul and conscience pure and spotless, neat and tidy.  So the priest who roasts the meat must himself be clean and pure.  His hands must be clean, his clothes must be clean and, most important, his conscience must also be clear.  He can do the Lord's work for the Lord's people only if he himself is innocent of any sin.  
(Otherwise, he will first have to bring a Sin Offering of repentance for himself to get God's forgiveness.)
6wash off that blood properly:  In those days people washed their clothes by putting them in a bath or basin of water, and then getting into the tub and treading on the clothes in the water.  The longer they treaded, the cleaner the clothes became.  It was hard work, and it took a lot of time.  Here God says that the job must be properly done.  The blood must be washed off the clothes completely.  The priests must wear clean clothes when they do God's work, not clothes that are stained.
Holiness means that things must be done well.  Holiness means that nothing is done carelessly.  That is not good enough for God.  This applies especially to God's laws and commandments.  The Lord must be obeyed properly and carefully, not carelessly or half-heartedly.  "Holy" means "careful", as well as pure and clean.  To get truly clean one has to be careful.
7the holy place:  Here is another meaning of the word "holy".  The Holy Place was the Tabernacle (or Tent) to begin with, and then the Temple later on.  It was like a church or a synagogue or a mosque or a temple.  These are places of worship for Christians, for Jews and for Muslims or for other religions.  The point of a holy place is that it is used only for worship.  
The Israelite tabernacle was dedicated to God.  The Hebrew word for "holy" has two basic meanings:  It means, "to shine", like a drop of rain water that catches the sun.  It shines because it is pure and clean.  It also means that it is "dedicated".  A place that is dedicated to God shines out into the community.  Something pure and good has a brightness about it that influences the people around it.  
Just as a place called a hospital is there to help people recover their health, so a holy place is there to encourage people to believe in God and to live clean and good lives.  As a hospital is dedicated to providing medical care, so the Holy Place was dedicated to worshiping the Lord.  Or, as a school is built so that children can be taught and can learn, so the Holy Place was dedicated to bring God to the people and the people to God.  Holy means that it is there for a special purpose.
8if that pot is made of clay, it must be broken:  Clay pots could not be easily cleaned like metal pots.  Fortunately, clay pots were easy to make and were cheap, whereas metal pots were expensive to make.  When experts or archaeologists [ar-kee-ol-o’jists] go digging in ancient ruins in Palestine, they usually find heaps of broken pieces of pottery.  They have discovered millions of these broken bits.  That shows that lots of sin offerings were made.  
Even today we need to make many apologies for all the wrong things we do.  We need to make lots of apologies to God, and even apologies to other people where we have wronged them.  All of us do many wrong things.  We all do even bad things.  There is no one who has not sinned.  This is why we are all scared to die, because after we die our sins all catch up with us.  We have to face God's judgement.  That will be when it is so important to have had God's forgiveness.  All those broken bits of pottery in ancient times were signs that people's sins had been smashed by God's priests.  When we have properly apologised to God, sin and its effects in our lives are broken by God.
9Atonement:  Atonement means that sin is sorted out.  Something is done about it.  It is God himself who deals with our sins.  The problem with sin is that it will be punished.  It has to be.  God said, "If you sin, you will die."  If one sins, one is guilty.  We cannot expect to get into heaven if we have disobeyed God.  Adam and Eve were sent out of Paradise when they disobeyed God.
Atonement means two things:  
- It means that God has punished sin. 
- It also means that God has set us free from having to be punished.
The Sin Offering was an animal that was put to death instead of the worshipper who brought that animal to sacrifice it to God, together with his apology for having sinned.  With the death and loss of the animal, the person who brought the Sin Offering was given a pardon by God.  His offering was punished instead of him.  His apology was accepted by God.  This would bring him relief from guilt.  He now knew that God still loved him.
Once a year the High Priest only was allowed into the Most Holy Place, the Holy of Holies, for the atonement of the nation.  This was the sign that one day the Messiah, God’s special High Priest, would atone for our sins.  

It is important to realise that only Jesus Christ can atone for our sins.  Priests could help people with their sins to get God’s forgiveness, but the priests could not atone for them.  
10blood:  Blood is the secret of atonement.  When the animal used in the Sin Offering was slaughtered, its throat was cut and its blood was drained from it, which caused it to die.  (Whenever we have meat to eat, a creature has had to die.)  When the animal loses its blood, it loses its life.  The animal was sacrificed to save the life of the worshiper.  Today animals or birds or fish lose their lives so that we can have good meals to keep us alive and strong.
But the Sin Offering was not just about meat.  It was really about blood.  While meat may strengthen our bodies, respect for blood would make our souls clean.  When an innocent animal loses its life for a guilty person, that person's life is saved.  He is free of his sin and his guilt.  Once sin has been punished, it is forgotten.  The blood of the sacrifice is the thing that causes the worshipper to know that God has pardoned him.  Blood is the sign of God's forgiveness.  The blood that is dedicated to God sets the sinner free.
This was why blood had to be seen, but never eaten or drunk.  It was too holy for that.  It was God's solution for our sin.  Blood in our body, in our arteries and veins, means we have life.  Blood in the sacrifice of atonement means life for our soul.
CHAPTER 7
In chapter 7 we come back to the Guilt Offering again.  In this chapter we are told what the priests must do with the Guilt Offering.
7:1-6  THE PRIEST AND THE GUILT OFFERING
The Guilt Offering is explained in chapter 5 from verse 14 to chapter 6 verse 7.  Here the priests are told how they must offer the Guilt Offering for God and for the worshipper who brings it to God. 
This is God's law for the Guilt Offering.  It is a most holy offering to God, so it must be done the right way.
They must slaughter the Guilt Offering in the same place that they slaughter the Burnt Offering, near the altar and in front of the entrance to the Tent of Worship.  The priest must sprinkle its blood onto the altar, all the way around.
Take all the fat out from 1the inside of the animal and offer it to God by burning it on the altar.  This also includes 2the fat in the tail.
He must use the fat on the kidneys, and also take off a piece of the liver.

The priest must 3burn the fat of the offering on the fire of the altar.  He must burn it all up as an offering to the Lord.  That is for the Guilt Offering.
Any man who is a priest may eat some of the meat of the Guilt Offering when it has been cooked.  4The Guilt Offering is so holy that only a priest may eat it.  It must be eaten at the Holy Place.  It cannot be taken home to be eaten there.
1the inside of the animal:  When an animal is in good, healthy condition it is nice and fat.  That means that there is fat covering some of the inside parts of a healthy animal.  There is fat covering the kidneys and the liver and the muscles at the top of the hind legs.
2the fat in the tail:  At the base of the tail, especially of a sheep or ram, there is a lot of fat.

3burn the fat:  A fat animal was regarded as the best animal.  So burning its fat was a sign that God was getting the best.  If a person is guilty of harming someone else, then, to get God's forgiveness, he must offer the best that he can to God.  That is how he should compensate for the poor way he has treated someone.

4The Guilt Offering is so holy:  Here we see that "holy" has two other meanings.  Holy means that whatever was wrong must be put right.  We cannot be holy if we are guilty.  We have got to sort out whatever wrong we have done to others.  Secondly, holy means that once we have put matters right the way God wants us to, then we are no longer guilty at all.  Holy means "not guilty."

7:7-10  WHAT THE PRIESTS GET
When the priests offer a sacrifice for the people, they are to get some part of it for themselves.  The work that the priests do is very important.  They are connecting the people with God.  They are getting the people into God's good books and his favour.  
But the priests are also human.  If they get something for their work, they will have more reason to do their work well and carefully.  If they receive a share of the offering it will make the priests more friendly toward the people who bring their offering to God.  
Friendliness by the priests will be a sign of God's friendliness to the person bringing his sacrifice to God.  Friendly people make a good impression on anyone.  This is especially true if it is a priest who is working for God.
The law for the Guilt Offering is the same as the law for the Sin Offering.  The offering goes to the priest who performs the important work of 1atoning for the guilt (or the sin) of the worshipper.
The priest who offers the Burnt Offering to God for anyone gets a prize for doing this important work of putting God first.  Although the whole animal that is sacrificed to God must be completely burnt to ashes, the priest can keep the hide of the animal for use as leather.  2That leather is for the priest's own use.
The same thing goes for any Guilt Offering that is cooked, like bread or cake.  If it is baked in a pan or a pot then it is for the priest on duty.  He must have it.
But if the offering of grain for the Guilt Offering is still 3raw flour, whether mixed with oil or just dry, then it can be shared among all the priests.  It should be divided equally among them.

1atoning for the guilt:  When a worshipper brought a sacrifice to God, it was to form a friendship with God.  The priest formed an important part in building up that friendship.  The priest represented the worshipper, and asked God to accept his offering.  The priest also represented God, and accepted his offering for God.  Atonement meant that God accepted the worshiper's apology for his sin.
2That leather is for the priest's own use:  When people brought sacrifices to offer to God, it meant work for the priests.  Obviously, each worshipper who brought a sacrifice or offering or gift to God had thought carefully about what he was going to do.  He would come to God with special feelings of respect.  The priest, on the other hand, would have to receive many offerings from many people, and offer them to God.  Although priests represent God, they are also human.  Doing something a lot of times can become hard work.  It becomes hard to do all this work carefully and with the respect that it should be done.  But by giving the priest a gift it made it easier for him to perform his duties with a good spirit.  In the same sort of way someone who is paid well to do a job is likely to do it better than someone who is poorly paid for his efforts.
On top of that, since the priest represents God and accepts with thanks the gift of the leather hide, it is a sign that God accepts the worshipper's apology and repentance.  So what began with someone feeling guilty ends up with everyone being happy: God, his priest and the worshiper.
3raw flour:  People could offer the grain to God in two ways.  One way was to bring a bag of grain or flour as a gift to God.  This was easy to do.  The advantage was that the grain could be stored away in a cupboard.  Most people did this.  That is why it was to be shared equally among all the priests.  
The other way was to bake the flour into pancakes or cakes.  This would take quite a lot of work, rather like preparing nice things to eat for a party.  Some people would do this for special reasons, as we do for a birthday.  It was to show God special thanks and love.  In such cases, the bread or cakes were better if eaten freshly baked.  So then they were to be taken just by the priest on duty.  The priest would then join in by enjoying this special treat, and that would also be a sign to the worshiper that God thanked him for his gift and appreciated it.  
These gifts, whether raw or cooked, brought happiness to the priests, so the people who brought them could go home feeling happier too.  That was the point of making an offering to the Lord.  God liked it when everyone felt happy.  God wanted his priests to make his people feel better.
7:11-15  THE FRIENDSHIP OFFERING

The Friendship Offering was different from the other offerings in two ways.  The Sin and Guilt Offerings were made in order to get forgiveness for having done something wrong, either to God or to someone else.  This Friendship Offering was just a gift of love to God.  It was to show appreciation to him for his goodness and his help.  The other difference was that the Sin and Guilt Offering could be eaten only by the priests, because the offerings were holy, and the priests were also holy.  The Burnt Offering was completely burnt so that no one ate any of it.  But this Friendship Offering could be eaten by the worshipers as well as by the priests.
This Friendship Offering was also known as the Fellowship Offering.  Fellowship means people getting together and enjoying one another's company and encouraging and supporting one another.  The Hebrew word for fellowship is SHALOM.  Shalom means friendship and good wishes.
This is the law for the Friendship or Shalom Sacrifices that anyone may bring to offer them to the Lord.  (Shalom is Hebrew for peace or friendliness.)
If the person brings an animal as a sacrifice out of thankfulness to God, he must offer cakes or bread of thanksgiving with it.  These cakes or bread must be 1made without yeast.  Spread oil (or butter) on them.  Or you can make thin wafers without yeast and put oil on them too.  Make cakes out of high-quality flour, and stir the flour well.  Mix them with oil.
When he offers this sacrifice, he must also bring cakes or bread made with yeast.  Some are to be without yeast, and some with yeast.  He must do this as an offering of thanksgiving to God.  This is his Friendship or Shalom gift.

Then he must bring one cake of each kind from the whole offering as a present to the Lord.  It goes to the priest who sprinkles the blood of the Fellowship sacrifice on the altar.  Those cakes are for the priest to eat.
The meat of this sacrifice, which is as thanksgiving to God for his friendship, must be 2eaten by the worshiper on the day that the offering is made.  He must not leave any of the meat until the next morning.
1made without yeast:  Yeast is used in making bread.  It is a fungus, rather like a mushroom.  It is produced when beer is made.  When flour is mixed with water or milk and made into dough, a small bit of yeast is put in it.  After a while the yeast gives off tiny bubbles that cause the dough to swell.  In that way the bread rises.  This makes it lighter and easier to eat.  When bread or cake is made without yeast, it turns out to be more like a big biscuit.

With the Friendship Offering some bread and cake was made without yeast, and some was made with yeast.  So some of it was like biscuit, and some was like cake or bread.  The biscuit was to remind the people of the time when God got the Israelites out of Egypt and out of slavery.  They had to leave so quickly that there was no time for the yeast to work in the dough overnight.  The bread cakes were to enjoy.  Remember that people did not have sugar in those times.
2eaten by the worshiper:  The Friendship or Fellowship Offering was a sacrifice of an animal, together with biscuit and bread.  This sacrifice was the only sacrifice that an Israelite was allowed to eat.  He could eat some of the meat and the bread and biscuit with the priest.  In the Sin and Guilt Offerings only the priests were allowed to eat the sacrificed animal's meat.  (In the Burnt Offering all the meat went up in smoke to God.  No one ate any of it.)  So this Fellowship Offering was the most popular sacrifice and offering.  It was used to build up friendship with God and with one another, just as going to church does with us nowadays.
7:16-18  THE RULES OF FRIENDSHIP
There are different reasons why someone may want to bring a Friendship or Fellowship Offering to God:  
- He may want to do something useful for the Lord.  He may want to serve the Lord in some special way.  That is called a Promise to God, or a Vow.  It is a form of worship that we call dedication or commitment.  This is an attitude that we need in our work, and that is also needed in serious sport.  So it is also very important in our worship of God.
- Or he may want to do something that will help others, something generous, something done out of love and a good heart.  That is called a Free Gift to God, or a Freewill Offering.
If he wants to make a special promise to God or a generous free gift, then the sacrifice he brings should be eaten the same day that the animal is sacrificed.  Then it will be fresh.  But if he wants to, the leftovers of meat are also allowed to be eaten the next day.
But if any meat of the sacrifice is left over until the third day, then it must all be burnt in the fire and destroyed.  1It is not allowed to be eaten.
No one should dare to eat any meat from the Fellowship Offering on the third day.  If he does, his offering of friendship will NOT be accepted by the Lord.  It will be of no value and will not be respected.  That will spoil the friendship for the Lord.  Anyone who eats any of that meat on the third day will be guilty of breaking his friendship with God.  He will be to blame when God turns away from him.

1It is not allowed to be eaten:  There were two reasons why meat could not be eaten on the third day after it had been cooked.  Since they did not have fridges, the meat would not be able to keep for long.  God did not want his people to be eating food that would soon be going bad.  This was a sign that friendship should not be allowed to go bad.  We must do what we can to keep our friendships good.

But there was also another more important reason for not keeping the meat for long.  To slaughter an animal meant that there would be a lot of meat to eat.  So the worshiper would need to invite friends to come and share it with him.  When food was left over, the best thing to do the next day would be to give it to the poor.  In this way it would not go to waste.
7:19-21  WHAT IS NOT ALLOWED
Whenever we are with other people, there are rules we must remember and keep.  For example, we must not be lazy when there is important work to be done.  We must not start a fight with someone when we belong to the same team.  We must not cheat when we are writing a test or an exam.  Life is better for us if we keep the rules.  What is more, life is also better for others if we keep the rules.
So, there are also rules we must remember and keep if we have a friendship with someone.  You must not be rude or nasty to a friend.  You must not lie to someone or steal from someone.  This is especially true if you want to be a friend of God.
So what God does is to teach us how to behave if we want his friendship.  He teaches us in many ways.  This is one of the great values of the book of Leviticus.  It has lots of clues about how to be God's friend.  

The animals that could be offered to God as a sacrifice of worship were young bulls or rams or goats or young lambs.  The Fellowship Offering is different from the other sacrifices.  The Burnt Offering had to be completely burnt and destroyed.  The Sin and Guilt Offerings and the Grain Offering could be eaten only by the priests.  But the person who brought the Fellowship Offering was allowed to eat some of it, with his family or friends.  So God had rules that people must keep if they wanted to offer God this kind of worship.

The reason why we need so much teaching about the rules of life is because it is very hard to keep good rules when so many others are breaking them all the time.  It is especially hard to stick to the rules about how to treat someone, when that person treats us badly.  If we are going to be able to do that, we need to be trained by God.  That training begins in the book of Leviticus.  Unfortunately, most people find this training boring or pointless, and so do not learn God's rules or remember to keep them.  The result is that we have lots of trouble in our world.  There is also lots of trouble among Christian believers, and even in our homes.  Christians and families ought to love one another.  But so often we do not, because we do not listen to God who trains us.
The first rule is that if meat gets dirty, or even touches 1anything that is unclean, it must not be eaten.  That meat cannot be used for the Friendship or Fellowship Offering.  Any unacceptable meat must just be burnt in the fire.  But if the meat is clean then anyone may eat it.
The second rule is that if anyone gets dirty, he must not eat any meat that is sacrificed to the Lord as a Fellowship Offering.  2If that person is unclean in any way he must not worship God like this.  If he tries to offer his friendship to the Lord when his behaviour is bad, he must be punished.  He must be expelled from among my people.  The Lord does not want his friendship.  The Lord does not want him.
Anybody who has to clean up the place where people have gone to the toilet must not then eat at the Fellowship Offering.  3He is unclean and cannot make that offering.  Anyone who has worked with any animal dung is unclean and may not offer that sacrifice.  Anybody who has had anything to do with anything that is dirty and rotten or smelly and ugly is unclean and may not bring a Fellowship Offering until he is clean again.  If a person who is unclean tries to join in the sacrifice of friendship to God, he must be sent right out of the camp.  He must be expelled.  My people must keep their Fellowship Offering properly clean.  Anything that is not clean, or anyone that is not clean, is not good enough for God.  To be a friend of God one must keep oneself clean, or get oneself clean.
1anything that is unclean:  What does "unclean" mean?

Unclean has lots of meanings, and we shall learn more and more about it as we read the Bible.  The two best teachers that God used to show us what is wrong were Moses and Jesus.
In the Fellowship sacrifices, lots of meat was roasted.  If a piece fell on the floor or the ground, it would be dirty or unclean.  If anything dirty touched that meat, it should not be used as part of a friendship meal with God and his people.  But this was only a rough idea of what unclean really meant.  When they worshiped God, they must eat only clean food.  The point of not eating dirty food was that it was a lesson to teach them not to behave in a dirty or ugly way if they wanted to be God's friend.
The real idea of unclean, and the main idea of what unclean meant, was that the Israelites must never, never ever offer to God anything that anybody wanted to offer to an idol or false god.  If the meat might be used in any way whatsoever for idol worship, it was dirty and an insult to God.  It was unclean.  You cannot be a friend of God if you are also a friend of God's enemy.  You cannot make friends with people who don't like God if you want to have a good relationship with God.  Unclean means that we must not listen to people who criticise or insult the Lord.  What they say is unclean.  The way they behave is unclean.  It's wrong.  It is ungodly.  Don’t have anything to do with anything that is an insult to God.
2If that person is unclean:  There were all sorts of ways in which a person might be "unclean" to God.  Just as there are all sorts of ways in which people behave badly.  The two most serious kinds of uncleanness were idolatry and sexual misbehaviour.  Idolatry means giving up on God.  It means turning away from God and turning against God.  If people turn their backs on God and turn their hearts away from him, then God will cut them off from his friendship.  He will cut them out of his family.  People like that don't belong to him.
The other serious thing that God will not put up with is immorality.  Immorality means having no decent principles and standards.  Having sex before one is married, and having sex with someone one is not married to, is unclean.  Having sex with someone of the same sex or gender is unclean.  God does not allow it.  It is wrong!  It is indecent and bad.  God does not want that person's friendship.  He will divorce such a person.  God will break up that person's friendship with him.
God will not have such people as his friends unless they stop it.  They will have to cut it out if they ever want to go to heaven.  The Lord wants his people to be clean.  Most people want sex and don't want God telling them what is right and what they must do, or what is wrong and what they must not do.  But the Bible tells us what God wants and what he has said.  We should listen to him.  If anyone will not obey God he is going to regret it deeply in the end.
3He is unclean:  For many of these rules a person would be unclean just for that day.  During the day he could have a good wash and be clean again once the sun set.  Sometimes a person would be unclean for a few days.  But there were also serious sins that would result in a person being expelled from the camp.  In some cases this would be for a while, in other cases permanently.

Leviticus shows us how God teaches his people lessons about how to live if we want to be his friend and go to heaven one day.
God takes something that is ugly to us and makes a rule about it.  It is easy to see the sense of that rule, and it is easy to keep that rule.  Then God tells us what is ugly to him.  He then makes a rule about that too.  The reason why that sort of rule is hard to keep is because some of the things that are ugly to God are not so ugly to us.  We sometimes want to do what God does not want us to do, and we sometimes do not want to do what God wants us to do.  To train us God begins with rules we can understand, and then goes on to giving us rules that are a challenge for us to obey.  It is the same in life.  When one is little one gets used to being told what is wrong and one listens even if one is not happy about it.  But when one gets big one does not like to be told what is wrong.  Then one finds it much harder to listen.
In Leviticus God used Moses to teach people laws that were easy to understand and not difficult to obey.  When Jesus came, he taught us laws that are not so easy to understand and are hard to obey.  But Jesus also said that God would give us his Holy Spirit who would help us to understand God's laws better, and who would help us to do what God wants.

The important thing is that 
when we die 
we are NOT unclean 
when we have to meet God. 
If we are clean, God will take us to heaven.  To make sure that we are clean, we must listen to Leviticus first of all, and then read and learn what Jesus taught.  
Moses was sent by God to show us what is right and wrong.  
We call that the law of God.
Jesus shows us how to live.  
We call that the righteousness of God.
Jesus came from God to make sure that we stop doing what's wrong, and always do what is right.  That is how we can truly be God's friends.
7:22-27  DO NOT EAT FAT OR BLOOD
God got Moses to teach the Israelites how he wanted them to worship God, obey God and live with God as their leader.  Well over a thousand years later God used Jesus Christ to teach the same things to the whole world.  Jesus based his teachings on the rules and laws that God had given Moses.
1God spoke to Moses again.  He said to him:
Tell the Israelites what I tell you.  You must not eat any of the fat of any animal such as an ox or a lamb or a goat.
When you find the body of an animal that has been 2killed by a wild animal, you are allowed to use its fat for 3any kind of work.  But 4you are not allowed to eat any of that fat.  

If any individual dares to eat the fat of his Fellowship Offering when he cooks it for the Lord, he must be expelled.  God does not want his friendship.

What applies to fat also applies to blood.  5You are not allowed to eat blood as gravy when you have meat, not even in your homes.  This applies whether you eat chicken, or any bird, or whether you eat any animal.  You must drain the blood away before you eat any meat.
Any individual who dares to eat meat with its blood, whether from his sacrifice or at home, must be expelled from my people.

1God spoke to Moses:  God kept on talking to Moses, telling him what to tell the people.  This shows us that the Bible comes from God.  Moses told us what God had said to him.  This is why we should listen to Moses.
2killed by a wild animal:  If an Israelite found that a lion or fox had killed one of his farm animals, he was not allowed to eat any of the meat that was left on the carcass.  But here God says that he can use some parts of the carcass such as the fat.

3any kind of work:  They could use fat for such things as to grease the wheels of their carts, or as fire-lighters to start fires for cooking.
4you are not allowed to eat any of that fat:  In the Hebrew language fat means rich food.  God wanted his people to enjoy good things.  Rich food is food that tastes the best.  Fat was a luxury.  But the problem was that rich people usually liked to eat lots of rich food and they grew fat on it.  What God is saying here is that he does not want people who are "fat cats" to be his friends.  When his people come to worship him and offer him their friendship they must eat healthy food.  What that really or actually means is that God wants us rather to live good lives.  We are not to live just to enjoy ourselves.  God wants his people to live carefully so that we can serve a good purpose for God with our lives.
The Lord Jesus taught the same thing.  He said that we must be very careful not to become rich and self-indulgent, interested only in enjoying ourselves.  This is because God does not accept people like that.  There will be far more poor people in heaven than rich people.  In fact there will be very few rich people allowed into the Kingdom of Heaven.
5You are not allowed to eat blood:  God told Moses that blood was sacred or holy.  It must be treated with great respect by his people.  When the Israelites slaughtered animals for food or as sacrifices to the Lord, they had to drain the blood out of the animal.  They had to make sure that all blood was drained out of any meat they were going to offer to God or to eat themselves.  This would always remind them, whether worshiping God or feeding their family at home, that blood was special.  It was a sign of something holy.
Blood stood for two things:

First, blood meant life.  
A living animal had life because of the blood inside its body.  When the animal was slaughtered by having its throat cut, the blood would drain out of its body and it would die.  It would experience very little pain, but would first get weak and dozy, and then lose consciousness and die.  Without its blood it could not live.  Life is the most important thing God has given us, and blood was to remind his people of that.  Our lives are very precious to God.  He wants us to live, just as we want our family and friends to live.
Secondly, blood meant death.  
Blood was a sign of death.  When we say that there was a lot of blood spilt in a war or battle, we usually mean that a lot of people were killed.  God has commanded us not to spill blood, that is, we must not kill or harm people.
Animals died in order that we might have meat to eat.  In other words, they die so that we may live.  When people came to worship God and get his forgiveness, they also sacrificed an animal.  When it was slaughtered, its blood was used to take away a person's sins and to get God's pardon.  The blood of the sacrificed animal was sprinkled on the altar.  When God saw the blood of the sacrifice and the person's repentance, he would have mercy upon that person.  God would cancel his sins.  His sins would be gone, dead, wiped out forever.  
Instead of the sinner dying, it would be his or her sin that died.

The blood of the sacrifice was the sign that sin had been swallowed up in death.  Man could now be God's friend.  He could be God's friend even though he had disobeyed and disappointed God.  That sin would now all be forgotten.  God would now be happy with that person.
Blood meant that a sacrifice had been offered.  A sacrifice meant that sin had been punished.  Once sin is punished it can be forgotten.

7:28-34  HOW TO MAKE A FRIENDSHIP OFFERING
Then God explained to Moses what must be done with the Friendship Offering.  He said:
Tell the Israelites how I want them to bring their Fellowship Offering to the Lord.  Their gift must be the sacrifice of an animal made as an offering of friendship.

The worshipper must bring the sacrifice himself, to burn it on the altar.  He must bring the animal's chest and its fat, which is the best part, with it.  He must then hold the chest up in the air towards the altar as a present to the Lord, and then lower it back down as a gift from God to himself.  This is a present that he gives to the Lord and then shares with God as a friend.

The priest must burn the fat on the altar, so that it goes up in smoke to God.  But the chest part of the sacrifice is for Aaron and his sons, the priests.
You people must give a gift for the Lord to the priest.  It is to be a part of the right hind leg of the animal.  Offer it to the Lord as part of the sacrifice to be his friend.
The priest on duty, who is one of Aaron's sons, brings the blood of the Fellowship Offering to the altar of God and burns its fat on the altar.  He then is the person who gets the right hind leg for himself.  That is his share of the gift to God.
The Lord says:  I have accepted the Fellowship Offering.  So, I have taken the chest part that was held up to me and the part of the right hind leg that was given to me.  I accept those parts from the Israelites as gifts of friendship.  Then I have given them to Aaron the priest and his sons who are priests.  Those parts will always be their share of the offerings from the Israelites to the Lord.
Once again the Lord spoke to Moses.  These ideas about friendship with God come from God himself.  It would be good for us to listen to what God says if we want his friendship.  
Nothing in the world, nothing in life, 
is as important to us 
as having God's friendship.

God says two things for Moses to tell his people.  If they want God's friendship, they must bring the sacrifice themselves.  They cannot get God's friendship by sending someone else, such as a friend or a servant, to make the offering.

God also tells them that when they offer the sacrifice to God, they must give parts of it to the priests who present the offerings to the Lord for the worshipers.  Remember that the priests also had families to feed.
7:35-36  THE PRIESTS MUST GET THEIR SHARE
The priests are very important to God and to the people.  The people cannot become God's friends unless they go through the priest.  What the priest does is to make sure that people approach God in the right way.  For us to get anything important in life we have to learn to go about it in the proper way.  This is even more true of God and his friendship.  The Lord does not just fit in with us.  We must fit in with him.  Moses taught the Israelites that they must go through the priest to get to God.  Jesus has taught us that we must go through the Holy Spirit to get to God.  The priests used the tabernacle, and then later the temple, to be in touch with God.  The Holy Spirit uses the Bible to help us get in touch with God.
One way in which people learn respect for the Lord's priests is by giving them a useful part of the sacrifice every time they offered a gift to God.  Out of respect for the priests comes respect for God.  That is vital if we are to have a good relationship with God.  In the same way by learning to respect our parents and be grateful for them we are learning to honour God and be thankful for him or appreciate him.
Eventually God's Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, would take the place of the priests.  It is through him that we can become God's family, God's children, and God's friends.
This is the part of the sacrifice on the altar that is 1Aaron's share and his sons' share.  When they offer the sacrifice to cook on the fire for the Lord, they must get some of it.  The Lord made that rule from the time that he appointed them to be the Lord's priests.  They must get a portion of the Israelites' sacrifices to the Lord.  Therefore that rule is permanent.  It applies to the Israelites' descendents forever.
That law is because the Lord has commanded that it must be done.  He ordered it at the time when, out of all the Israelites, 2he chose Aaron’s descendents to minister as priests.  He said that for all generations they must always have a share of the offerings.
1Aaron's share and his sons' share:  The Hebrew word for "share" is the same word as the word for "Messiah".  So it really means "the Messiah-share".  This tells us that the priests were doing a work that was like that of the Messiah who would later come.  
The word Messiah means to cover something.  For examples:  When it rains, we carry an umbrella or wear a raincoat.  We cover ourselves so that we don't get wet.  Or when little plants like vegetables start to grow, we cover them with a net so that they do not get damaged.  Or when we get hurt, we cover the wound with a plaster or a bandage so that it can heal.
When the priests' share was called the Messiah share it meant that the whole sacrifice the priest made covered over whatever wrongs the worshiper was guilty of.  His guilt was covered up.  He would not be damaged by the wrongs he had done.  He would NOT be punished the way he deserved to be.  He would be able to get healed even though he had got hurt by his faults, and even though he had hurt God who had been so good to him.
2he chose Aaron’s descendents to minister as priests.  In Hebrew, "he-chose-them-to-minister-as-priests" is just one word.  That word is "Messiah" [m’sigh-a].  Messiah is the person chosen by God to minister as his priest.  
Here we can see that the idea of Messiah is hidden from us in the English language, but stands out clearly in the Hebrew language.

The reason why priest and Messiah are linked together is because when the Messiah comes, he will do the work of the priests.  He will do the work of the High Priest.  That is why it is important to understand what the work of the priest is, and what God has chosen the priests for.  As we get to understand the priests properly, we get to know better what God sent Jesus Christ into our world for.
7:37-38  THE LAW OF THE OFFERINGS
The priests are to offer the sacrifices and offerings that the people and the priests bring to God.  These are the offerings:
- The BURNT Offering, where the whole sacrifice is dedicated to God.  God comes first in our lives.

- The GRAIN Offering, to say Thank You to the Lord for our food.

- The SIN Offering, if anyone breaks any of God's commands, to get his forgiveness.

- The GUILT Offering, if a person does harm to someone else, to put things right with that person, and also with God.
- The FELLOWSHIP Offering, whenever anyone wants to make sure that he and God are friends.
- The ORDINATION Offering, when a new priest is appointed or ordained by the Lord to serve as a priest for the people.

This is the law, or these are the rules, for the BURNT offering, for the GRAIN offering and for the SIN offering and for the GUILT offering, and for the ORDINATION offerings, and for the offering of FELLOWSHIP.
These are the rules that the Lord commanded Moses at 1Mount Sinai.  That is when God ordered the Israelites to bring their offerings to the Lord in 2the desert of Sinai.
1Mount Sinai:  When the Israelites left Egypt, they crossed over to the other side of the Red Sea, and then went south down to a mountain called Sinai.  That was where God spoke to Moses on top of the mountain for 40 days.  The Lord gave Moses the Ten Commandments, as well as many other laws and rules that make up the Law of Moses.
2the desert of Sinai:  At the north eastern end of Egypt is the Suez Canal.  It took ten years to build, running from Port Said on the Mediterranean Sea coast to the northern tip of the Red Sea.  The canal was opened just before 1870.  Ships can now sail from the Mediterranean Sea to the Indian Ocean on the east side of Africa.  Between the Red Sea and Palestine is the Sinai desert.  In recent years when there has been war between Egypt and Israel, the Sinai desert is where much of the fighting took place.  Nowadays the Sinai desert lies between the Suez Canal and the Gaza Strip in the south of Palestine.  The desert goes all the way down to the fork at the northern end of the Red Sea.  This includes the port of Aqaba [a-ka-ba] at the northern tip of the right fork of the Red Sea, which is called the Gulf of Aqaba.  In Moses' time, of course, there was no Suez Canal.  There was just the Red Sea.  Mount Sinai is far down in the south of the Sinai desert.
CHAPTER 8
In God's laws in Leviticus, the spotlight now shifts from the offerings to the priests.  This chapter is about setting up the priesthood.  The priests were useful to God because they got the people to do what God wanted.  They showed the people what God's ways were.
Moses now had to get the priests appointed.  This is called "ordination".  The priests would be the spiritual leaders of the nation.  They had to be appointed, or ordained, the way God wanted it done.  The priests would show us more clearly what work Jesus Christ would do when he came in the future.  Jesus is God's special High Priest.  He is the senior, or superior, of all the priests in history.
The important thing about the priests is that they are holy.
The priests were there to bring God to the people, 
and to bring the people to God.
That is what anyone who works for God is supposed to do.

To bring God to the people means to teach the people the truth about God.  Once people know God, and understand him, and listen to him, they can pray to God.  They can live for God.  That's how the priests bring the people to God.

Holiness means obedience.  It was vital that the priests should be careful always to obey God.  Then the people could find it easier to obey God themselves.  This was the main purpose of the priests: to get God's people to obey him, and to do so by leading by example.  

The main rule that God told Moses was that no one else was to do God's holy work of offering sacrifices.  All the work of worshiping God at the tabernacle had to be done by the priests.  And the priests had to do God's work exactly as God ordered through Moses.  This rule is to prepare us to understand two things about Jesus Christ:  

- First, Jesus came to do God’s work exactly the way God wanted it done.

- Secondly, only Jesus can do this vital work of getting us right with God.
8:1-4  WHAT WAS NEEDED FOR THE PRIESTS
The Lord spoke to Moses again.  He said:
Fetch 1Aaron and bring 2his sons with him.  Bring 3their priestly clothes, the uniforms they must wear.  Bring 4the anointing oil too.  You must also get a young bull as the Sin Offering, as well as 5two rams.  Bring with them a basket of unleavened bread.
6You must gather all the people together at the gate leading into the Assembly Tent.

7So Moses did just what the Lord told him to do.  He got everyone together at the entrance to the Tabernacle.

1Aaron:  Aaron [air-ron, or a-a’rawn in Hebrew] was Moses' older brother.  God chose him to be Israel's first High Priest.

2his sons:  Aaron had four sons.  They would be the priests who would help Aaron do his work as God's High Priest.  When Aaron died, his oldest son would become High Priest in his place.  However, Aaron’s two older sons disobeyed God badly, so God put them to death.  The result was that Eleazar, Aaron’s third son, succeeded Aaron as High Priest when he died.  Eleazar was a good man, who deserved to be High Priest.  The name Eleazar in Hebrew means God’s help.  “El” [pronounced ell in Hebrew] is God and “ezer”[ezer] is help.  The Hebrew word “ezra” [ez-ra] also means help.  Ezra is the name of a priest who has a book of the Bible named after him.
3their priestly clothes:  It was easy for the people to see who their priests were by the kind of clothes that they wore.  Their work was so important to the Lord that he wanted his people to respect the priests.  The priests were to bring God and his laws to the people, and bring the people and their worship to God.  Their special clothing helped people to respect them and their work.

4the anointing oil:  In Hebrew the word "anointing" is "Messiah".  Messiah means someone special who God has appointed or ordained to look after his people the way a shepherd cares for his sheep or the way a father and mother love and provide for their children.  The person God chose to protect his people would be appointed by being anointed with holy oil.  It would be poured on his head as a sign that God would use him to watch over his people.  A Messiah should be someone that people look up to and obey.
5two rams:  The one ram would be used as a Burnt Offering, while the second one would be used to appoint the priests to do their work for God.
To bring a bull as well as two rams shows how important this anointing is.  In a herd of cows there will be one bull, and in a flock of sheep there will be one ram.  Two bulls in a herd or two rams in a flock would fight until one of them was beaten and ran away.  So a bull and two rams were obviously a very big and important, and expensive, business.
6You must gather all the people together:  It was important that the whole nation came to watch the priests being anointed for God.  Their gathering together was a sign that what was going to be done was very important.  It would help the people to understand what the priests were for, and would influence all of them to support their priests.

The appointment or ordination of the priests was a particularly special ceremony.  The priests, who served the Lord, would have a strong influence on the people.  The bull, which is a powerful animal, was a sign of this.  The priests would be the people's spiritual leaders.  The two alpha rams were a sign of leadership.  
The main function of the priests was to keep reminding the people how the Lord had saved the nation from slavery in the country of Egypt.  He had rescued them so suddenly and quickly from Pharaoh's power that there had been no time for yeast to be used to make bread.  The basket of unleavened bread was the sign for everyone to remember the exodus and how wonderfully God saves his people.  God also used unleavened bread to warn his priests that in order to serve the Lord there must be no sin in their lives spoiling their work for God.

7So Moses did just what the Lord told him to do:  This is what made Moses such an outstanding person and leader and man of God and prophet and law-giver.  Because Moses obeyed God so well, he was the one person who shows us what Jesus the Messiah would be like.  Moses is the greatest man and the greatest leader in history.  The secret of his great usefulness to all God's people is that he always did just what the Lord told him to do.

Yet Jesus Christ was even greater than Moses.  Jesus is greater by far.  But once we have learnt to respect and admire Moses, we have made a good start towards honouring and believing in Jesus Christ.  We listen to Moses in order to understand Jesus.  We listen to Moses, but we listen to and worship Jesus.

8:5-9  HOW THE HIGH PRIEST WAS DRESSED
The High Priest wore a special uniform.  It looked magnificent.  The purpose of this was so that the people would respect him highly and therefore obey him.  He represented God.  His job was to tell the people what the Lord wanted them to do, and to offer sacrifices to God for the people so that they could get God's support and his favours.  He played a very important part as the people's spiritual leader, and his marvellous uniform helped to get the people to respect and honour the Lord.
Moses spoke to the assembly of the people of Israel.  This is what he said:  This is what the Lord has told us to do.
Then Moses called up Aaron and his sons, and he washed them in the water used to worship God.

He then dressed Aaron in a long white shirt that reached down to his ankles, and tied 1a sash around his waist.  Over the shirt he put 2a short-sleeved coat, or long blue robe, on him.  On top of the robe he put 3a short sleeveless jacket or cloak called an ephod [ee-fod].  The bottom of the jacket had a brilliant thick 4sash of many colours that was tied around Aaron's waist.
Then Moses attached a square pouch to Aaron's chest.  It was called 5the chest-piece.  Inside the pouch were what looked like two coins.
Then Moses wrapped a turban on Aaron's head.  Attached to the front of the turban was a gold plate

1a sash:  That sash would have looked rather like a sash that people who do judo nowadays use.

2a short-sleeved coat:  This shirt, with sleeves, and the short-sleeved coat was the normal way people dressed in those days.  Working people would take their coat or robe off during the day and put them on to sleep in at night.  Important or rich people wore their robe during the day.

3a short sleeveless jacket or cloak called an ephod [ee-fod]:  This short cloak was rather like an honour’s blazer.  It looked brilliant.  The front part covered Aaron's chest, while the back part covered his back, and the two parts were joined together on the shoulders by means of straps.  At the bottom they were tied together by this impressive looking sash that covered Aaron's waist.  On the straps on his shoulders were two precious stones, one on each shoulder.  On each stone was carved six names of the twelve tribes of Israel.  This meant that Aaron was responsible for the spiritual lives of all God's people.
4sash of many colours:  In Exodus 28.8 we read that the colours were gold, blue, purple and scarlet.  The ephod was also made up of the same colours.
It was this broad, colourful sash that made Aaron look like the people's spiritual leader.  
5the chest-piece:  This was the most important part of the High Priest's uniform.  It was a square pouch attached to the colourful jacket or ephod.  Sewn onto the front of the pouch were twelve different precious stones, one for each tribe of Israel.  (You can read about this in Exodus 28.)  So the High Priest carried the names of all the tribes over his heart.  God wanted him to love and care for all of them.
Inside the chest-piece pouch were what looked something like two coins.  They had names:  Urim [yoo-reem] and Thummim [thum-meem, OR too-meem in Hebrew.]  (In Hebrew "-im" on the end of a word is the same as our "-s" on the end of a word.)  These coins would be used by the High Priest when he needed to get God's answer to a difficult question.  God would use the coins to say either Yes or No to the question, in the same sort of way that we use heads or tails when we spin a coin to decide something.  God used two coins to answer the High Priest's questions.  (Urim and Thummim in Hebrew is rather like Alpha and Omega in Greek or A and Z in English, the beginning and the ending.)

God would answer any question that the High Priest asked him.  (Our guess is that if both coins showed 'heads' the answer was "yes", and if both showed 'tails' the answer was "no".  But if one was 'heads' and the other 'tails' then God gave no answer to the question.  The High Priest had to decide for himself or leave the matter undecided.)  Sometimes God answers our prayer with a 'yes' and sometimes with a 'no', and sometimes he does not give us an answer.  We then have to decide for ourselves or just leave the subject alone.
This shows us that we can pray to God.  When people had difficult problems that they wanted to pray about, they needed to go to God through the High Priest.  Nowadays we have the advantage and privilege of praying to God through the permanent High Priest that God has given us, who is Jesus Christ.  We can take our most difficult problems to God through him.  We know that if our prayer has to do with justice, God will hear and answer our prayer.  If we need wisdom, God will listen to us and give us guidance.  If we are in need, and trust and obey the Lord, he will help us.
8:10-13  MOSES ANOINTS THE HIGH PRIEST FOR GOD
The next part is very important.  It was how Aaron was anointed to be the High Priest for God and the people.  The High Priest would always be a very important official in the lives and the history of the people of God.  When one reads this section in the Hebrew language one sees that the word for "anointing" is the same word as the word "Messiah".  The High Priest was appointed by God to perform a duty like that of the Messiah whom God promised to send to his people.  The High Priest was appointed by being anointed to be a sort of Messiah.
Moses brought 1the special oil for anointing or pouring.  He anointed the tent of worship by pouring the oil on it.  The tent of worship was the place where God stayed.  It was called the Tabernacle [tabba-nackl].  Moses anointed everything in the tent with oil.  By doing this he made it all holy.  It was now dedicated for the worship of the Lord.
Then Moses sprinkled some of the oil 2seven times on the altar.  He also anointed the altar and all the equipment used at the altar.  This included the wash basin and the stand it was put on.  He did this to make these things 3holy.
Then Moses poured the oil used for holy anointing over the head of Aaron the High Priest.  The High Priest would now act like the Messiah because Moses had anointed him to make him holy for God to use to help his people.  The High Priest could use all the equipment that had been anointed and made holy.
Then Moses brought Aaron's sons to the Tabernacle.  He put tunics, or long shirts, on them, and tied a sash around their waist.  Then he put 4turbans on their heads.  This was like a scarf wrapped around their heads that made them look taller and gave them a special dignity.  Moses did just as the Lord commanded him.
1the special anointing oil:  The word "anoint" in Hebrew is the same word as "Messiah".  If we understand the anointing ceremony that Moses performed for the Lord, we can better understand the work that the Messiah would do for God.  The work of the Messiah is to bring God to the people and to bring the people to God.
The idea of anointing is to pour oil on things to be used for worshiping God.  Those things would be dedicated to God and would be used for no other purpose than worship of God.  "Anointing" is a Hebrew word that tells us that the purpose of the Messiah would be to get us to worship God.

2seven times on the altar:  The holy oil would be sprinkled seven times on the altar to anoint it for God.  Here again the word "anoint" is the same word as "Messiah".  This means that the altar for sacrifices and offerings was especially important to God.  The altar was where the people got their sins forgiven.  The altar was where God accepted his people's offer of respect and thanksgiving.
This was the important work that the Messiah would come to do for God and for us.  His work would be to get rid of our sins, and to make us friends with God.

3holy:  This word holy is most important.  We live in a world that has gone bad, very bad indeed.  There are all sorts of things that are turning people away from God and away from the truth.  They are used to turn us away from what is right and good.  "Holy" means what God uses to turn us to God.  Holy is whatever protects what is true and right.  Holy is what saves goodness from turning bad.
The Messiah would get us to believe in God and love him.  He would teach us what is true and right.  He would get our lives right and get goodness into the way we live.  The Messiah would save us from becoming bad, and he would save us from things in life that are bad.  Holy means what is good, lovely and beautiful.  Holy is what’s excellent.  Holy is what’s best.
4turbans:  A turban was a special kind of headgear that showed that someone was a very special person, in the same way that a crown showed that someone was a king.  Turbans were worn by princes and priests.
In Israel, between Jerusalem and the town of Bethel, there was a town called Turban.  In Hebrew it is called Gibeon [gi-bee-in].  Turban, or Gibeon, is 6 miles (10 kilometres) north of Jerusalem.  It’s the town that tricked Joshua and the Israelites when they conquered Palestine.  The people of Gibeon sent some messengers to Joshua pretending they had come from a town far away.  They wanted to make a peace treaty with them instead of being destroyed by them, as all other towns around them were.  But the messengers from Turban persuaded Joshua to make a peace treaty with them.  Joshua believed them and made a treaty with them.  When the Israelites discovered that Gibeon was just less than 10 miles south of Bethel and less than 10 miles north of Jerusalem, they were angry that Joshua and their leaders had been tricked.  But the leaders had made a promise and could not break it.
Bethel was where the Israelites set up the tabernacle of God once they had conquered the country.  Bethel was the place where Jacob dreamed about God when he ran away to escape Esau's anger after he had tricked him.  Bethel [beth-el OR bet-el] means House of God.  Beth [bet] means house or home, and El [el] means God, in Hebrew.
8:14-17  THE PRIESTS ARE MADE CLEAN
Moses brought 1a young bull to sacrifice it as a Sin Offering.  Aaron and his sons put their hands on the head of the Sin Offering and leaned on it so that it supported them.  This was so that God would remove their sins from them and put them all on the bull that would be sacrificed.
Then Moses slaughtered the bull as a sacrifice and drained its 2blood.  Then, with his finger, Moses smeared the blood on the corners or what were called 3the horns of the altar.  He did this to all four corners.  By doing this he made the altar a holy place.  Then Moses poured out the blood at the foot of the altar.  In this way Moses dealt with 4the problem of sin for the Israelites.  The altar became the means by which their sins could be sorted out or 5atoned for.  
Next, Moses took out 6all the fat that was inside the bull.  He also cut out parts of 7the liver and the kidneys and the fat that was connected to them.  All this he put on the altar and burnt it.
But the rest of the whole bull was taken 8outside the people's camp and burnt as rubbish.  The animal's hide was destroyed.  All its meat was burnt up, as well as chewed-up food in its stomach and the dung in its intestines.  Nothing was left, nothing at all.  Only the blood and the fat were used at the altar, and small bits of the liver and kidneys.  The rest of the whole bull was totally burnt outside the camp on a special fire to get rid of it completely.

1a young bull to sacrifice it as a Sin Offering:  A strong young bull is a tremendously powerful creature.  Even a male lion would not dare to tackle a bull.  This reminds us, or teaches us, that sin is a powerful thing in our lives.  No one is free of it.  No one can control it.  It has ruined the whole world.  It has spoilt the whole of mankind's history.  For all our lives it goes on and on bringing us more and more bad news.  In the end it kills us all.  God’s priests must be made free of sin, so that they could get God’s people to get rid of sin.
2blood:  Blood is something that people and their animals have in common.  The blood of a bull looks the same as the blood of a man.  There were sins in the life, and therefore in the blood, of the people.  Their sins could therefore be put across or transferred to the blood, and therefore the life, of the bull.  It was far better for the bull to die than for the people to die.

The blood was the sign that the bull had been sacrificed.  It had died because of the sins of the priests, both the High Priest and his sons.  The sacrifice meant that their sins had been punished.  They were finished.  They had gone forever.  God would now forget about them.  So could the priests.  So could the people forget about any sins the priests may have committed.
3the horns of the altar:  The altar was where the sacrifices were burnt or cooked.  It was square, the size of a large table.  On each corner were handles or knobs that looked like horns.  These four horns were signs of power and protection, just as horns on cattle or buck are for their strength and protection.  The altar was there to protect God's people.  It was to protect their soul and spirit.  Once their sins were forgiven at the altar of the Lord, they would have God's love and care and protection and support.  God would look after them.
When Moses smeared the blood on the horns it was a sign that God would protect his priests and his people because a sacrifice had been made for their sins.

4the problem of sin:  When the Messiah came, he would be sacrificed for our sins.  When he was crucified, he bled heavily and his blood fell at the foot of the cross.  
The foot of the cross of Jesus Christ 

was where God arranged 
for the sins of the people of the world 
to be forgiven.

5atoned for:  The altar was to be used to atone for the sins of the people.  Atonement is a most important word in the Bible.  Atonement means two things:  
- First, that because we are forgiven God is no longer angry with us.  God will not punish us.  In fact, God will support us.  
- Secondly, because we are forgiven, we no longer have anything to worry about.  God is our friend, and we are God's friends.  God is pleased with us, and we are happy with God.  
That is what atonement is about.
6all the fat:  The fat was the best, or the richest, part of the animal.  Fat burns well.  It was all burnt up and gave off a good smell.  In this way the best part of the bull was offered up to the Lord.

7the liver and the kidneys:  In animals there is a little knob on the liver and on both the kidneys.  Moses cut those knobs off and put them on the altar with the fat to burn.  
Nowadays we say that our feelings are in our heart.  We say, for instance, that we love with all our heart.  But in those days people said that their feelings came from their liver and kidneys.  The liver is the heaviest piece or organ in the body.  The idea was that they were sending their heaviest or best love to God.
These days we know that the liver and the kidneys make our blood clean or pure.  
This is actually what forgiveness is about.  God's forgiveness is meant to make us clean inside, to give us a clear conscience, and to improve the way we behave so that we live good lives from now on.
8outside the people's camp:  Outside the camp was where everything that was not wanted was taken.  It was a sort of rubbish dump.  
When Jesus was put to death he was taken outside Jerusalem.  He was taken outside the city because he had been rejected, like rubbish, by the authorities and the people.  He was not wanted.  He was crucified with two criminals.  He was put between them as a sign that he was also regarded as a criminal.

This paragraph gives us a good idea of what the priests were for and what their work was about.  The High Priest was a sign of the Messiah to come.
One day God would give to the world a better High Priest who would have no sin at all.  That perfect High Priest would be able to take all the sins of the whole world on himself.  Everyone who believes in him would be able to lean on him so that God could transfer our sins to him.  He would be sacrificed to take away all our sins, all the sins of all of us.  That ideal High Priest would be God's Son.  He would be Jesus Christ, the Messiah promised by God in the Bible.

It is not possible for any man to carry the sins of someone else.  The fact that God's Son could do it was a great miracle.  To prove that he could take away our sins and sacrifice himself to get rid of them, God raised Jesus from the dead.  It is not possible for any man to rise from the dead.  What happened to Jesus was the greatest miracle in history.  The man Jesus conquered death.  He even destroyed it for all those who believe in him.  Christians don’t die; they leave this world and go to heaven.
When we believe in Jesus, God puts the blame for our sins on him.  He was punished for that by being sacrificed on a terrible cross.  As a result, we are forgiven.  Our sins are taken away, completely, forever.  We are then free to worship God so that God is pleased with our worship.

The work of the priests, and especially the High Priest, gave people a rough idea of what the Messiah was going to do when he came.  Jesus did not come to make us rich or successful or free from trouble or suffering.  

Jesus came to link us up with God.  

Jesus came to make us better people.  

Jesus came to get us ready to go to heaven.
A Christian is someone who has come to see how important it is that our sins are taken away by Jesus, so that we can be in touch with God.

8:18-21  THE PRIESTS' BURNT OFFERING
Moses brought 1a ram as 2a Burnt Offering for the priests.  Aaron and his sons then put their hands on the head of the ram, leaning on it.  This was the sign that they were admitting their sins to God.  They were asking him to transfer all their guilt to the ram that would be sacrificed.
So Moses slaughtered or killed the ram and scattered or sprinkled its blood right around the altar.  The blood was a sign that a sacrifice to God had been made.
Moses chopped the ram into 3small pieces.  He burnt the head and the pieces of meat and the fat on the altar.

Moses used water to wash the inner parts, the messy stomach and bowels, and the legs, which could be dirty.  Then Moses burned the whole ram on the altar as a Burnt Offering to the Lord.  The smell of all that meat as it was cooked on the fire of the altar made a nice smell.  That is what an offering was that was made by fire for the Lord.  It was all done exactly 4as the Lord told Moses to do it.

1a ram:  In those days they used to call someone with a strong personality or character "a ram".  Nowadays we call someone like that a celebrity.  That was the sort of person that people looked up to or respected.  A ram was a powerful animal, or the name for a powerful person.

2a Burnt Offering:  A Burnt Offering was to slaughter an animal and then offer the whole sacrifice to God.  The priests kept nothing for themselves.

What this Burnt Offering for the priests meant is that when the priests serve God, God would always come first.  The priests' work would always be to keep showing the people that 
God comes first in our lives.

3small pieces:  The meat was cut up into pieces or portions that people could eat.  But instead of eating them, they were totally burnt and it all went up in smoke to God.
The way the Hebrew says it is something like "Moses chopped the ram into chops."

4as the Lord told Moses:  Again and again and again the Bible says that if we want to be God's friends, we must do what he tells us.  We must do what he wants.  We must do things the way he likes them to be done.  To be his friends we must listen to him.
8:22-24  THE PRIESTS ARE APPOINTED WITH BLOOD
Moses brought the other ram that would be used for the appointment or 1ordination of the priests.  Aaron and his sons leaned on it by 2placing their hands on the second ram's head.
Moses then slaughtered the ram and took some of its blood to Aaron the High Priest.  He put blood on the bottom part of Aaron's right ear.  This was a sign that Aaron must listen carefully to the Lord.  Moses also put blood on the thumb of Aaron's right hand, as a sign that Aaron must work carefully and properly for the Lord.  Then he put blood on the toe of Aaron's right foot, a sign that Aaron must always go where the Lord wanted him to go, or live the way the Lord wanted him to.
Moses then brought Aaron's sons to be ordained.  He put some blood on the bottom of their right ear, on the thumb of their right hand and on the toe of their right foot.  This was a sign that they must be completely dedicated to serve the Lord and his people.  Moses then sprinkled 3blood onto the altar, all the way round it.

1ordination of the priests:  When a priest is appointed to work for God he is ordained.  His ordination means that he is wanted or called by God to be God's servant and to look after God's people.  Ordination means that he is given the responsibility of being a leader for the Lord, a spiritual or religious leader for the people of God.  Ordination means that God fills him with his Spirit so that he can minister to people.  He now is dedicated to honour God and inspire his people.  A priest is ordained for the rest of his life to be God's minister.

2placing their hands on the second ram's head:  Once again, as they were being ordained, the priests all had to confess or admit their sins to God.  When the ram was sacrificed this would take away their sins and leave them forgiven by God.  The priests could then dedicate themselves to working for the Lord and his people.  They worked for the respect and honour of the Lord, and for the best interests and welfare of God’s people.
3blood onto the altar:  By now we can see clearly how important blood and sacrifice are to get rid of sin.  Blood means life.  Sin ruins and destroys life.  But God allows one life to be destroyed so that another life can be saved.  This is the law of salvation.  It is the law of God's justice.  One can live and do what's right in future if the wrong one has done in the past has been punished.
If someone breaks a law, and is found guilty, and is fined - if he then pays the fine, he is free to get on with his life.  The sacrifice is the same as a fine.  Blood is used instead of money.  God who created the world, and has created life and people, has made forgiveness work that way.  God is the only one who can offer us eternal life, and God has chosen to give us forgiveness through the blood of the right kind of sacrifice.
8:25-29  THE ORDINATION OFFERINGS
Moses cut 1the fat out of the ram.  He cut off its heavy, fatty tail.  Then he cut out the fat on the inside of the belly.  This was a large lump of fat that covered 2the liver and the kidneys.  He also cut off what we would call 3 'a leg of lamb.'  
Moses had a basket of bread with him.  From it he took four 4types of bread.  First, some bread made without yeast, which was usually how bread was offered to the Lord.  Then one doughnut made of unleavened bread, one loaf of ordinary bread made with olive oil (or butter) and a sweet, crispy, thin wafer.  He put these onto the pieces of fat, and then put the whole lot on top of the leg of meat.

Moses put all of this into the hands of Aaron.  He then did the same to Aaron's sons.  5They lifted it up towards the altar as if offering it to God.
Then Moses took this batch of food back off them.  He burnt it on the altar with the Burnt Offering, so that everything was completely burnt up.  These were the Ordination Offerings by which Aaron and his sons were appointed as priests for God.  6The fire produced a tasty smell as an offering to their Lord.
Then Moses took some of the ribs of the ram and held that up as an offering to the Lord.  That was for Moses' own ordination as a priest.  The ribs were his share of the offering.  Moses did as the Lord commanded him.
1the fat:  Fat formed an important part of their sacrifices to God.
Today we know that fat is an important part of our bodies.  Our bodies store a certain amount of fat, and we get our energy from this.  Fat also keeps our bodies warm when it gets cold.  A little bit of fat makes meat more tasty.  Fat also protects the vital organs in our bodies that lie lower down than our ribs and therefore are not protected by ribs.  
Understanding exactly what fat does for us is still something of a mystery even for experts.  Fat is another thing that God has made that man does not quite understand.  
What we have to learn as we grow up is what kinds of fat are good for us, and what kinds are not good for us.  We need to learn how much fat our bodies need, and how to make sure that we do not have too much fat in whatever we eat.  One should not have too much fat, nor too little.
In the time of Moses what people knew about fat was that it was useful.  That is why God told them to use it in their sacrifices.  Fat and blood were two important parts of their sacrifices.

When fat was burnt, it gave off a very tasty smell, like meat being cooked.  A little bit of well-cooked fat made the meat taste good.  The mass of belly fat in the animal that was sacrificed protected the liver and the kidneys.  A sheep or ram has a huge amount of fat in its tail.  When all that fat was burnt as a sacrifice to God, it gave off a lovely, delicious smell.  People in those days regarded the fat as the best part of the animal that was slaughtered.  Often, when the Israelites used the word, "fat", they meant 'top quality', premium or superior or first class.

So, when all this fat was burnt as the priests were appointed or ordained to serve God, it meant that their work for God was to be first class.  
Our spiritual life
is the most important thing about our whole life.
The spiritual side of a person's life is the 'fat' part, the most special part, of his or her life.  The rich, tasty smell of fat cooking gave the priests and the people this message: 
Be your best for God.

2the liver and the kidneys:  The liver is the biggest and heaviest thing, or organ, in our bodies.  A part of the liver and both kidneys of the ram were to be burnt on the altar.
The purpose of the liver is to clean the blood that comes from the tummy or stomach.  When blood comes from the stomach it has tiny bits of food in it that it is carried to the whole body to give energy to all our muscles, and to our brain.  But some of the things we eat are not clean enough, and the liver gets rid of that rubbish and sends it to the intestines.  We get rid of it each day at the toilet.  
The liver also breaks down fat in our body and turns it into energy for us.  
The liver helps the body to fight diseases by strengthening our defences, or immune system.  It is the liver that gets rid of any drugs that are bad for our body.
Every time you eat something you give your liver, as well as your stomach, work to do.

The body has two kidneys.  The purpose of the kidneys is also to clean the blood for the body.  
The kidneys also control the amount of water in our body.  Over half of our body, 60%, is made up of water.  When we have too much water in our body the kidneys send the extra water to our bladder, along with the impurities it has cleaned out of our blood.  We get rid of this extra, polluted or dirty water when we go to the toilet.
Every time you drink something you give your kidneys work to do.

In Moses' time, and for centuries afterwards, people did not understand how the body works the way we do now.  But what people did was to follow God's instructions.  The purpose of these sacrifices was to take away sin.  It was to make the people, and their conscience, and their heart, clean.  It was to make their friendship with God clean, healthy and a blessing to them.  It was to give the people the ability and the strength and the energy to do what was right.  For this reason, God told Moses to burn the fat, part of the liver and both kidneys as part of the sacrifice for the ordination, or appointment, of his priests.  It was most important that God's priests should be clean and holy.
3a leg of lamb:  The top part of the leg of a sheep or a lamb was usually the main part of the meal.  The father would normally cut slices of meat from the joint for his family.  When the priests were appointed, the sheep had to be a ram, a fully grown male.  For the ordination sacrifice the whole joint had to be burnt up completely, as a sacrifice to God.  This was a sign that God would always feed his people well.  When the priests gave the joint of meat to God, it meant that they would trust him to give them and their people the food they would need each day.
4types of bread:  Bread was people's usual form of food.  They would break a piece off and dip it into a stew or soup or a sauce.

5They lifted it up towards the altar:  This was a special little ceremony, which today would be rather like giving God thanks, or saying grace, before we start to eat a meal.

6The fire:  Besides producing the nice smell of cooking, the fire turned everything into smoke that rose up into the sky as a sign that it was all given to God.  The meal was given to God as a sign of friendship.
Fire is also the sign of the greatest form of cleansing.  The fire on the altar was the main sign of the cleansing of people's souls.  The Lord's priests needed to be clean, or holy.

8:30  THE PRIESTS ARE ANOINTED
Moses now got some olive oil for the anointing of the priests.  He also took some blood from the altar.  He sprinkled 1oil and blood on Aaron and on his clothes.  He did the same to Aaron's sons, sprinkling oil and blood on them and on 2their clothes.  The father and his sons were anointed together.  In this way Aaron and his uniform, and his sons and their uniforms, were together made holy.
1oil and blood:  In the New Testament this would show us that those who are called to do God's work need to rely on the Holy Spirit (the sign of the oil,) and the sacrifice of Christ (the sign of the blood.)
2their clothes:  The clothes, or uniforms, of the priests were to show everyone that they worked for God.  In the same way you can tell soldiers or police by the uniforms they are wearing.
8:31-36  THE PRIESTS WAIT FOR SEVEN DAYS
Finally, Moses gave instructions to Aaron and his sons:  Cook, or roast, the meat near the doorway of the Tent of Worship, the tabernacle.  That is also where you must eat it.  Eat it together with the bread in the basket that is for the ordination, or appointment, of the priests.  1That was what I commanded.  I announced that Aaron and his sons must eat the offering to God.
When you have finished eating, 2you must burn all the leftovers of meat and bread in the fire.  Don't keep anything, and don't throw any food away.
You priests must stay there at 3the doorway of the Tent of Worship.  4Stay there, without leaving, for seven days.  Stay there until the last day, when the ordination is completed.  Your ordination will last for seven days.
Whatever you are doing today is what the Lord commanded you to do.  You are doing it like this to deal with the problem of your sin.  5This is to atone for your sin.
Make sure you stay here at the doorway of the Tent of Worship.  You must remain here all day, every day, and all night every night too.  Stay here seven days, and do what the Lord wants you to do, 6so that you don't die.
So Aaron and his sons did exactly what the Lord commanded them to do through Moses.
1That was what I commanded:  Some Bibles say, "That was what I was commanded by God."  But the Hebrew says, "That was what I commanded."  Of course, whatever Moses commanded was what the Lord had told him to say.  But now Moses is showing that he is in charge of the appointment, or ordination, of the priests.  God told Moses what to do.  Moses then told the priests what to do.  And the priests would tell the people what to do.  All of this is called "The Law of Moses."

2you must burn all the leftovers:  The reason for burning up all the leftovers was because they were holy.  This meat and bread were to be used only for the ordination of the priests.  What they could not finish each day was to be turned into smoke.  
The reason why the priests were eating food as part of the ceremony of ordination was because it was a sign of friendship with God.  They were having a meal with the Lord.

3the doorway of the Tent of Worship:  When you go to visit family or friends, you go to their house and wait at the gate or the door.  Because they know that you are family or friends, they will let you in through the doorway.  Staying at the doorway of the tabernacle of God while they were being appointed to work for God, meant that God regarded the priests as his family and his friends.  They were acceptable to the Lord.

4Stay there without leaving for seven days:  The priests were to stay at the holy tabernacle of God for every day of the week.  This was to show that the work of the Lord goes on every single day of the whole week.  God is always there when we need him.  He is there for us every day of the week.  God is also to be worshiped and loved and obeyed every day of the week.
5This is to atone for your sin:  God knows that the people who work for him are not perfect.  Although they are keen to serve him, they have done things that are wrong.  They have disobeyed God.  At some time in their lives, they have failed God.  So, when the Lord God appoints them to work for him, he wants to sort that problem of sin out.  This is called "Atonement".  Atonement means that sin is wiped out.  It is got rid of by being punished.  The sacrifice is the punishment.  Once their sins are wiped out, they are holy, and can therefore serve God.  Waiting seven days at the doorway of the tabernacle teaches these priests that sin is a big problem.  It is a major issue.

6so that you don't die:  This shows how important it is that persons who work for God must always do exactly what God says.  The priests are going to have to teach the people that if they disobey God, they will die.  Before they teach people this, they must make sure that they are obeying the Lord themselves.  We have to take God seriously.  The most vital thing in life is that we listen to God.
To work for God a person must do God's work God's way.
To worship God a person must listen to God and obey him.

To get eternal life from God a person must stop doing what's wrong, and do what God wants.

If anyone does not listen to God, that person will die, unless he decides to listen to God.  That applies to any person who works for God, or who goes to church to worship God, or who wants to go to heaven in the end.  
All of us must listen to God.
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