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JOSHUA
Chapter 1

1:1-6  GOD GIVES ORDERS TO JOSHUA

After the death of Moses, the Lord's special friend and minister, the Lord gave an order to Joshua Nun who had been Moses' assistant and deputy.  The Lord said:

Moses, whom I chose to be my people's leader, is dead and gone.  Now it is time to move forward.  You must cross this Jordan River, you together with all these people.  Cross over and go into the country that I am giving them.  This land is for the nation of Israel.

Joshua, I have given you every place that you can get to and conquer.  That is what I promised Moses.  

I have granted you the whole area from the Negev Desert [negev] in the south to the mountains of Lebanon [lebba-non] in the north.  In fact, you can go even beyond that, right up to the great Euphrates River [yoo-fray-teez] in northern Syria.  All the land of the Hittites [hit-ights], as far as the Mediterranean Sea, is your country.

No person will be able to resist you or hold out against you for the rest of your life.  Just as I was with Moses, I shall be with you.  I shall support you.  I shall never let you down and I shall never give up on you.

So, Joshua, be brave and be bold!  You are going to give these people this land.  You will lead them to inherit the country I promised their ancestors that I would give their descendents.

1:7-9  GOD BRIEFS JOSHUA

Joshua, I shall be with you, but what you must focus on is that you are brave and determined as the leader.  Be confident and bold to do what you must do.  Make sure that you obey the whole law that Moses my spokesman commanded you.  Do not add anything to my law, and do not take anything away from it.  If you do this properly and faithfully you will be an excellent leader whatever challenge you face.

Joshua, it is vital, absolutely vital that you do not stop reading the Bible, and that you do not fail to obey its laws.  You must study it regularly and consistently.  Read the Bible constantly so that you watch out that you do what is written in it.  If you do that you will be successful during your life-time.  In that way you will end up a first-class leader.

Remember that I have ordered you to do this.  So be encouraged and brave.  Be encouraged and sure of yourself.  Do not be scared, and do not get discouraged or depressed, because the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.

1:10-11  JOSHUA GIVES ORDERS TO MOVE

When God ordered Joshua to cross the Jordan River, Joshua gave orders to the prefects of the people to tell them what to do:

Go throughout the camp and give instructions to the people.  Tell them:  Prepare food for yourselves for yet another journey.  The day after tomorrow you are crossing this Jordan River.  You are going to go into the country on the other side to take it over.  That is the homeland that the Lord your God is giving you, for you to drive those people out and take over their land.

1:12-15  JOSHUA'S FIRST RULES

First of all Joshua gave instructions to the tribes of Reuben [roo-bin] and Gad and half of the tribe of Manasseh [m’nas-sa].  He told them:

Keep in mind the order that Moses made you responsible for.  Moses got his orders from the Lord.  Moses said:  The Lord your God is going to let you settle in your new home.  He will leave you here.  He has given you this land.  

Your women and children and the old people, as well as what belongs to you, may stay here in the territory that Moses gave you, the land on the east side of the Jordan River.  But you men who are soldiers, who are able to fight, and ready to fight, you must cross over the river.  Go forward with your comrades.  Help them to fight for their land.

You must stay with them until the Lord settles your countrymen the way he has settled you.  Support them until they also take over the country that the Lord your God is giving them.  Then you may go back to the land that belongs to you.  You can then take over the territory on the east side of the Jordan that Moses, the Lord's messenger, said you could have.  You may possess the land on the side where the sun rises, on condition that you first help the other tribes to conquer their land too.

1:16-18  THE SOLDIERS PROMISE TO OBEY JOSHUA

The leaders of the soldiers saluted Joshua.  They said, in reply:  
All that you have told us to do, we shall do.  We shall obey all your commands.  Wherever you send us, we shall go.  

Just as we obeyed all that Moses told us to do, so shall we also obey you.  We just hope and pray that the Lord your God will be with you as he was with Moses when he led us.

We can assure you that anyone who argues with your orders and will not obey your instructions has to be punished.  He must die.  So, Sir, be confident and be firm!

Chapter 2

2:1-3  JOSHUA SENDS OUT TWO SCOUTS

The Israelites were camping in the Valley of Acacia Trees in Moab, near to the Jordan River.  From there Joshua sent two men out exploring.  He did this secretly so that no one knew about it.  These are the instructions he gave them:  Go and inspect the land on the other side of the river, and especially the town of Jericho.  So the men went off.  With great bravery they went into Jericho.  In the town they found the house of a woman who was a prostitute.  Her name was Rahab [ray-hab OR rah-chav in Hebrew, ch as in loch].  They stayed there with her.

But the authorities found out that they had come and the king of Jericho received a message that said:  Sir, please note that men have come here to our town for the night.  They are from the people of Israel.  They have come to scout out our country.

So the king of Jericho sent soldiers to Rahab.  They ordered her to take them to the men:  Hand over these men who came to you and booked into your lodge.  We know they have come here and we want to arrest them because they have come to spy out all of our country.  They are spies and their people are going to attack us.

2:4-7  RAHAB TRICKS THE SOLDIERS

But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them to protect them.  So she answered the soldiers and said:  Yes, you are right.  The men did come here to me, but I did not realise where they were from.  

Because the city gate was going to close at sunset, the men slipped away.  I have no idea where they went to.  But chase after them quickly!  It's quite possible that you will catch them if you hurry and don't waste time.

But she had taken them up onto the roof and buried them under the pile of stalks of flax-linen that she had laid out to dry on the flat roof.

So the soldiers chased off after them.  They took the road that went down the mountain to the Jordan River, right up to the fords, the places where people were sometimes able to get across the river.  When the soldiers left to chase after the spies, the city guards closed the gates behind them, just in case the spies were still inside the city.

2:8-11  ALL JERICHO IS SCARED OF ISRAEL'S GOD

Before the scouts from Israel settled down for the night, Rahab went up to them on the roof.  

She spoke openly to the men:  I know that the Lord has given our country over to you.  I can inform you that a great fear of your nation has fallen on us.  Everyone living in our country is in a state of panic because of you.

This is because we have heard how the Lord dried up the waters of the Red Sea in front of you when you came from Egypt.  We have also heard what you did to the two Amorite kings who were on the other side of the Jordan River, King Sihon [see-chawn, ch as in loch] and King Og [awg].  We were told how you utterly destroyed them, and so wiped out all the evil that they had been guilty of.

When we heard these things about your people, we felt threatened and intimidated, and so we have given up in despair.  No one has the courage left to stand up against you.  It is the Lord your God that we fear.  He is in control in heaven above, and he controls the whole world from heaven.

2:12-14  RAHAB ASKS THE MEN TO SAVE HER FAMILY

Rahab pleaded with the Israelite scouts that Joshua had sent:  Please give me your promise!  Because I have done you a great favour, promise me by the Lord that you will also do my family a great favour.  Give me an honest promise that I can trust, that you will let my family live.

Please let my Dad and my Mom live, and my brothers and my sisters, and their families.  Please rescue us!  Please save our lives!  Don't let us die!

The men answered her:  We promise to protect you.  If you and your family die, we also die!  You must not tell anyone what we are doing.  If you keep our secret, then, when the Lord gives the land to us, we shall look after you and treat you well.  You have got our promise, and you can rely on our word.

2:15-16  RAHAB HELPS THE SCOUTS TO ESCAPE

Rahab then let the scouts down the wall through the window, using the rope.  Her house was part of the city wall.  She was actually living on the wall.

She gave them this advice:  Go the opposite way from the Jordan River, toward the mountain, so that those soldiers who are chasing after you don't accidentally find you.  Hide in the mountain until the day after tomorrow, until those who are chasing you give up and come back.  Once they have returned you can go on your way back to your people.

2:17-21  THE SCOUTS AND RAHAB MAKE A DEAL

Now the scouts explained carefully to Rahab:  You must be quite clear that we cannot be expected to keep this promise of ours that you asked us to give you unless you co-operate with us.  

When we invade the land you must hang this deep-red coloured rope out of your window as a sign of your partnership with us.  Use this same rope that you use to let us down the wall.  You must also collect your whole family from the city and get them into your house.  Fetch your Dad and your Mom and your brother and everyone who belongs to your father's family.  Make sure they are all with you in the house.

We must warn you that if anyone of them goes out through the doors of your house, into the street, we cannot save him.  He will lose his life and it will be his own fault.  We cannot be responsible for that.  But, we promise you that if they are here with you, none of them will get hurt.  We shall be responsible to see that no one harms them.

But if you let this secret of ours out, then this whole deal falls through.  In that case we cannot keep the promise that you asked us to give you.

Rahab replied:  I agree with what you have said.  I shall do as you say.  With that she sent the scouts away, and they left.  She then tied the bright red rope to the window and let it hang outside down the wall.

2:22-24  THE SCOUTS REPORT BACK TO JOSHUA

The scouts left Rahab and went, as she had suggested, into the mountain.  They stayed there for three days, until the soldiers trying to catch them gave up searching and returned to Jericho.  Those soldiers searched everywhere along the road to the Jordan River, but they found nothing.

So the two men returned to the Israelite camp.  They came down from the mountain and crossed the Jordan River.  They went to Joshua Nun and reported to him all that had happened to them.  

They said to Joshua:  Truly, Sir, the Lord has given us the whole land.  And as for all the people living there, they are so scared that they don't know how to fight.  They are terrified because of us.

Chapter 3

3:1-4  THE ISRAELITES GO TO THE JORDAN RIVER

One morning Joshua was up bright and early.  He and all the Israelites left the Valley of Acacias and went to the Jordan River.  They camped there next to the river before they crossed over.

On the third day men who were prefects went throughout the camp and told the people to get ready to move across the river.  

They said:  You will see the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God and the priests and Levites.  When you see the priests carrying the ark you must pack up, take down your tents and leave the place where you have camped, and follow the ark.

Make sure that you stay a good distance away from the ark.  Leave a space of a kilometre between you and it.  Do not go anywhere near that ark!  Obey this instruction so that the ark may lead you so that you know the way you must go.  You are going somewhere you have never been before and you are going to have an experience you have never had before.  The ark will get you there successfully.  So treat it with great respect.

3:5-8  THE ISRAELITES GET READY FOR A MIRACLE

Then Joshua gave the people a special instruction:  Prepare yourselves for something special.  Get ready for something holy to happen, because tomorrow God is going to do a miracle.  He is going to do things that are wonderful and marvellous, things that are impossible for us to do.

Joshua then told the priests what to do:  Pick up the Ark of the Covenant.  You are going to cross over the river ahead of the people.  So the priests lifted up the Ark of the Covenant and went ahead of the people.

The Lord spoke to Joshua.  He said:  Today I shall start to make you famous and highly respected.  All Israel will realise that just as I supported and used Moses, so I shall support you.

So when you get to the edge of the water of the Jordan River, order the priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant to go and stand right in the water at the edge of the Jordan.

3:9-13  WHAT GOD IS GOING TO DO

Joshua spoke to the Israelites.  He said to them:  Come here!  Gather around me.  I want you to listen to what I tell you.  This is a message from the Lord your God.

When the people came together Joshua said:  Let me explain to you what is going to happen.  God is now going to do something very special for you.  He is going to perform a great miracle for you to see.  This is how you will get to know that God, who is alive and real, is here with you.  He will go ahead of you and drive out all these heathen nations so that you can take over their land.  He will make it possible for you to occupy and inherit this country.  He will give you the territory of the Canaanites and the Hittites, as well as the land of the Hivites, the Perizzites and the Girgashites.  The Lord will also help you to take over the areas where the Amorites and the Jebusites live.

Don't worry about all those nations.  Don't be scared of them.  Just watch the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord.  The Lord is the Chief Ruler of the whole world, and his Ark will go in front of you right into the Jordan River.

I now want you to choose 12 men from the tribes of Israel, one man from each tribe.  I shall tell them what to do.

This is what is going to happen:  The priests are going to carry the Ark of the Lord of the whole world into the waters of the Jordan River.  The moment the priests step barefoot into the water the Jordan River will stop flowing.  The water coming downstream will be cut off higher up in the river.  All the water is going to collect upstream and stand up in a great heap like a huge dam.

3:14-17  THE MIRACLE OF CROSSING THE JORDAN

The time had now come for the people to leave the place where they had set up their tents.  They were now going to cross the Jordan River.  The priests were carrying the Ark.  The Ark was the sign of the covenant or agreement that God had with his people.  The Ark went ahead of the people.

When the priests carrying the Ark reached the river, they waded into the edge of the water.  At this time of the year the level of the river was high, for it was harvest time.  The force of the water was eroding its banks, tearing off bits of soil at the edge.

As the priests carrying the Ark put their feet into the water, the river suddenly stopped flowing.  It stopped although the Jordan River is normally flooded during the whole of the harvest time, and when it floods, the water rises above the level of the river banks.  But now the massive flow that came down from upstream dried up.  Far up the river the water had formed a lake and the level had risen as if in a dam.  This blockage happened at a place called Adam which is near the town of Zarethan [tsar-e'tan].  The water flowing down to the Dead Sea was completely cut off.  So the people were able to cross over to the other side, opposite the city of Jericho.

The priests who were carrying the Ark, the Covenant of the Lord, stood on dry, firm ground right in the middle of the Jordan riverbed.  While the Ark was there the whole of Israel was crossing over on the dry ground.  The Ark stayed there until the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan.

Chapter 4

4:1-3  THE TWELVE STONES

The whole nation completed the crossing of the Jordan River successfully.  Once they were all safely across God spoke again to Joshua.  He reminded him of his previous order to the Israelites that said:

Choose 12 men, from among the people, one man from each tribe.  

Order them to fetch 12 stones from the middle of the Jordan River.  They are to get them from the place where the feet of the priests stood.  They must carry those stones across with you people and set them up at the place where you stay tonight.

4:4-7  THE TWELVE STONES FROM THE JORDAN

Joshua now called to the twelve men whom he had appointed from among the Israelites.  There was one man from each of the tribes, so that all the twelve tribes were involved.  

Joshua gave them these instructions.  He said:  Go across the riverbed, right up to the Ark of the Lord your God, which is in the middle of the Jordan.  Each one of you must pick up one big stone.  Carry it on your shoulder.  Each stone is for one of the tribes of the Israelites.

Do it as I have said so that this will be a memorial among you.  It will be there in the time of your children.  When they show an interest in it and ask you what those stones are for, you can tell them about this event.  

Tell them how the waters of the Jordan were cut off from the presence of the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord.  When the Ark came to cross over the Jordan the flow of water was cut off.  So these stones are a permanent reminder for the future to the people of Israel of what has happened now.

4:8-9  WHERE THE STONES WERE TAKEN TO

That is what the Israelites did.  They carried out the instructions that Joshua gave them.  They took twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, just as the Lord had told Joshua to do.  The twelve stones represented all the twelve tribes of Israel.  All the tribes had a share in this great miracle.  The men carried these stones with them to the place where they set up camp.  There they put them down in their permanent place.

So Joshua set up 12 stones that had been in the middle of the Jordan at the spot where the feet of the priests who were carrying the Ark had been stationed.  That was right in the middle of the Jordan riverbed.  The whole nation had seen this.  That pile of stones is still there at the time that the book of Joshua was being written, many years later.

4:10-14  THE ISRAELITES ARE READY TO FIGHT

The priests carrying the Ark were standing right in the middle of the Jordan.  They stayed there until everything that God had commanded Joshua to tell the people to do was completed.  It was all done just as Moses had commanded Joshua.  The people hurried up and they crossed over to the other side.

As soon as all the people finished crossing over, the Ark of the Lord and the priests crossed over to the front of the people.

The others who also crossed over were soldiers from the tribe of Reuben, the tribe of Gad and half of the tribe of Manasseh.  They went along with the rest of the Israelites, just as Moses had told them.  

There were about 40 000 from these two and a half tribes.  Under the authority of the Lord they were fit to fight in the war that the Israelites faced.  They crossed over the Jordan to the area that led to the city of Jericho.

On that day the Lord gave all the Israelites great confidence in Joshua.  They realised that the Lord had made him a great leader, and they respected him in the same way that they had honoured Moses.  For the rest of his life they held Joshua in awe as their leader.

4:15-18  THE MIRACLE OF THE WATER

Then the Lord told Joshua:

Order the priests who are carrying the Ark that represents the Lord God to come up out of the Jordan.  

So Joshua commanded the priests:  Come up out of the Jordan!

The priests carrying the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord came up from the middle of the Jordan.  As soon as the priests moved away from where they had been standing barefooted, and got up onto the bank, the waters of the Jordan returned to their previous flow.  They once again flooded all the river banks.

4:19-24  THE ISRAELITES ARRIVE IN THE PROMISED LAND

The people of Israel moved on from the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month.  They camped at a place called Gilgal.  This was right on the edge of the Promised Land, and to the east of the city of Jericho.  

At Gilgal Joshua made a monument with the 12 stones that they took from the Jordan.  

Joshua said to the Israelites:  When in future your grandchildren ask their fathers what these stones stand for, you can tell them.  

Tell them that Israel crossed over this Jordan River on dry ground.  

We got across like this because the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan in front of you.  The riverbed remained dry until you had crossed over, in the same way that the Lord your God dried up the Red Sea.  He dried it up for us until we had got across it.

God has done these two great things for two reasons:  

- First, that all the peoples in the world may know that the Lord has shown that he is powerful, and that he is prepared to use his power to help us.

- Secondly, so that you may respect the Lord your God for the rest of your lives.

Now you can read Joshua chapters 1-4 in your own Bible.
An INTRODUCTION for Beginners

JOSHUA
Chapters 1-4
INTRODUCTION
JOSHUA AND THE PROMISED LAND
Joshua is the sixth book in the Bible.  It is the first of the history books.  The History section of the Old Testament runs from Joshua to the book of Esther.  Joshua is one of the oldest books in the world.  It was written early for it was popular.  That’s because Joshua was about how Israel conquered the Promised Land and settled down to make their home there.  They did what God told them to do, and got what God had promised their ancestors centuries before.  The other reason why it was written so early was because Joshua lived at the same time as Moses, and the first five books of the Bible were written in the time of Moses.  From Exodus, the second book, to Deuteronomy, the fifth book, is all about Moses.
The book of Joshua tells us two main things.  
- The first is how the nation of Israel, having escaped from Egypt, entered the Promised Land of Canaan, or Palestine, and conquered it (Chapters 1-12.)  
- The second is how the land was divided among the Twelve Tribes of Israel (Chapters 13-21.)
Joshua faced tremendous problems.  Even though he was a soldier, and had led the Israelite army in battle many times, he was worried.  His first problem was that Moses had died.  Moses had been Israel's leader for 40 years.  Moses had been an amazing leader, probably the greatest leader the world has ever had.  The secret of Moses' leadership had been that God had been with him.  God had enabled Moses to do astonishing things, even miracles such as no human being has ever performed throughout history.
But now Joshua had to take over the leadership of Israel from Moses.  Even though Moses had been training Joshua for years to be the next leader, Joshua was worried.  How could he follow Moses' great example?  Would God be with him the way God had been with Moses?
Joshua's other great problem was how to get Israel into the Promised Land.  After 40 years of travelling around in the Sinai desert, they were now camped next to the Jordan River.  Across the river lay the land of Canaan, where their ancestors Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had lived and were buried.  The land was filled with heathen nations.  The most powerful people were the great ancient Hittite empire [hit-ight].  Joshua was now faced with some big and dangerous responsibilities:

- The Israelites, men, women and children, would have to cross the Jordan River and fight all those nations in order to make their home in this land.  
- And the river was in flood.
- And Joshua, the new leader, knew that something could so easily go wrong as they tried to enter Canaan.
- And the whole responsibility was his.
- And there was no Moses to provide the leadership that was needed now.

JOSHUA AND CALEB

In the book of Joshua two men are honoured.  They are Joshua and Caleb [kay-leb OR in Hebrew: kelev, which means a dog, a very honourable old dog in this case].  These two men had been part of the team of twelve men sent by Moses to investigate the Promised Land after the Israelites left Mount Sinai.  This was in the second year after the Exodus.  However, the other ten members of the team had been terrified by what they had seen.  The country seemed such a strong one.  Towns were protected by very thick and very high walls.  They had even seen some huge giants in the area of the city of Hebron.  Their nerve had failed them.  They came back shaken and shattered.  Their report back to Moses was that it was no use trying to conquer a country like that.  It would be impossible.   
Caleb and Joshua argued with them.  Their report was that with God’s help they could do it.  These two reliable men stood up against the other ten unreliable men.  But the problem was that it was two against ten.

What was worse was that the fear of the ten other spies had caught on among the whole nation.  Everybody panicked.  Moses and Caleb and Joshua were unable to get them to listen and to see sense.  The people rebelled against trying to attack the land of the Canaanites, the land that God had promised them.  They gave up before they started.
The result was that God punished the whole nation for their unbelief and disobedience.  They would now have to stay in the Desert to the south of Palestine and Hebron.  They were sentenced to remain there for 40 years, moving around looking for grazing for their flocks and herds.  They would have to stay there until everyone older than teenagers had died off.  In 40 years’ time their children would get another chance to dare to go into the country of the enemy and drive them out.  They could then take over the land that God had promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob over 500 years before.
But God said that this punishment did not apply to two adult men: Caleb and Joshua.  They would be able to enter the Promised Land because they had done their duty.  They had been faithful to God.  They had trusted him.  They had been brave and honourable.  Moses also promised Caleb the large farming area around the city of Hebron as a reward for his courage and faithfulness.
Caleb’s daughter married Caleb’s nephew whose name was Othniel.  [oth-nee-el, OR awt-nee-ayl in Hebrew.]  Othniel became the first of Israel’s judges in the book of Judges.  
Caleb was the oldest man to enter the Promised Land.  He was 85.  As far as we can tell Joshua was probably in his 70’s.  They were the two oldest men in Israel.

When the Israelites crossed the Jordan River, Caleb set his sights on the southern part of the Promised Land.  He offered to lead the army to conquer the area around Hebron where the Canaanite giants had been seen to be living.  Although he was a very old man, over 80 years old, he took on those giants and beat them.  Some of those giants may have fled toward the sea, to the area of what is now the Gaza Strip.  If that is so, then it could be that the Philistine giant Goliath that the boy David killed, was descended from the giants that Caleb conquered.  
Hebron is up in the southern part of the mountains of Canaan.  Today it is part of Palestine.  It is opposite the middle of the Dead Sea.  Hebron is about 30 miles west of the Dead Sea and 20 miles (or 30 kilometres) south of Jerusalem.  Abraham was buried near Hebron.  
About 400 years after Joshua, David would become king of Judah after King Saul was killed by the Philistines.  David made Hebron his capital.  When he became king of the whole of Israel he moved his capital from Hebron to Jerusalem.  He had been king of Judah in Hebron for seven years, and went on to be king of all Israel in Jerusalem for 33 years.
After Joshua had conquered the whole of Canaan he was also given a large area of land in the territory of the tribe of Ephraim.  

Caleb belonged to the tribe of Judah and Joshua to the tribe of Ephraim.  In another 500 years or so these two tribes would become enemies for life.  Ephraim and the other tribes would break away from the tribe of Judah.  This would be in the time when King Solomon’s son became king after his father died, roughly 500 years later.  

JOSHUA’S MILITARY LEADERSHIP

Joshua, son of Nun, had been the Assistant of Moses the leader of the Israelites from the time of the Exodus.  Joshua had helped Moses to form an army out of the Israelite men who had all been mere slaves in Egypt.  Joshua was the military commander of that army, under Moses’ leadership.
After Israel had conquered the whole east bank of the Jordan River Moses died.  Joshua became the nation’s leader in his place.  It was now up to Joshua to cross the Jordan and to lead Israel into Canaan, the Promised Land.  Joshua was responsible for conquering Canaan so that the Israelites could settle there permanently.
The secret of Joshua’s leadership and success was his faithfulness to God.  When Joshua took over the tremendous responsibility for invading Canaan God told him to study carefully the laws that Moses had given to Israel.  Joshua did that.  The result was that he enjoyed God’s support in his military efforts.  With God’s support his mission was successful.  When he died Israel was settled in the land that God had promised Abraham and his descendents.  
Joshua’s first challenge was to get the whole nation and its animals over the Jordan River.  The problem was that the river was flooded.  The river was in flood because of snow melting in the Spring to the north of Galilee Lake.  But God performed a miracle.  The flooded river stopped flowing and the nation walked across it.  As they walked across the river bed the sand under their feet was completely dry.  This was just moments after the river had been in flood.  Thanks to God the Israelites had arrived home!  Joshua was now as respected as Moses had been as the people’s leader.  He would in future be obeyed without question.
It is interesting that landslides have blocked the Jordan River in 1906 and 1927.  The Jordan is a very wriggly river, twisting from left to right.  It twists and turns so much that the river is more than twice as long as the distance it flows from the Lake of Galilee to the Dead Sea.  From Galilee Lake to the Dead Sea is about 60 miles, but the Jordan River is about 200 miles long.
But when Joshua led the Israelites across it was a miracle!  First, it was at a time when the river was in flood.  Secondly, the river stopped flowing at exactly the time that the men carrying the Ark of God put their feet in the water.  Thirdly, the sand that the Israelites walked across was instantly completely dry.  Fourthly, the moment everyone had crossed the river bed onto the bank on the other side, the waters came flowing down again.  What happened in 1906 and 1927 cannot possibly compare with this.

What is especially miraculous about Joshua’s time is that Joshua announced that this was going to happen, and it happened exactly when he said it would!
The first place to be attacked was the walled city of Jericho.  The book of Joshua begins with this successful attack.  Joshua did exactly what God told him to do with the result that the walls of the town collapsed.  This, together with the fear the people in the town had for Israel, resulted in Jericho being conquered.  Throughout Canaan the Israelite army was now a force to be reckoned with and feared.  The ruins of Jericho can still be seen today near the north end of the Dead Sea.
JOSHUA CONQUERS THE PROMISED LAND
God had promised Abraham, Isaac his son and Jacob his grandson that he would give the land of Canaan to their descendents.  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had lived among the Canaanites.  That had been about 500 years before the time of Joshua.  During those 500 years Jacob’s twelve sons became twelve tribes who formed the new nation of Israel.  During those five centuries the Canaanites worshiped idols that encouraged bad sexual behaviour.  The result was that the way they lived became worse and worse, more and more immoral and corrupt and violent and cruel.  This, of course, caused the nations of Canaan to become highly disorganised and unstable.  They could not get on with one another.  Each of the bigger towns, called cities, had its own king.  There were more than thirty of them.  

The Hittites had been gaining power at the same time as the Israelites entered Canaan.  But in order to keep the peace with Egypt, another powerful country, they did not conquer further south than what is now Lebanon.  Thus at that time Canaan was a no-man’s-land between the powerful Hittites in the north and the powerful country of Egypt in the south.  

The time had now come for God to get rid of them and to set up his people as a nation in their countries.  God wanted his nation to be an example to the world of what is true and right.  God’s plan was that Israel would show the nations how to get out of the mess that the world had got into.  This was about 1,400 years before Christ.  Joshua began the conquest of Canaan, but the struggles went on in places for many, many years.  The land was only fully conquered in David’s time, some 400 years later.
Jericho was down in the Jordan Valley, about five miles to the west of the Jordan River.  Jericho was situated on the major highway across the Middle East, and opposite one of the most important places for crossing the Jordan River.  This fortress protected the way into the southern highlands of Canaan.  Ancient people had been living there for something like 7,500 years before Christ.  Jericho is near the Dead Sea, about 500 feet higher than it.  Being in the Jordan Valley, about 800 feet below sea level, it is terribly hot in the summer and lovely and warm in the winter when there is snow at Jerusalem just seventeen miles away up the mountain.  Jericho was known as the “Moon City” because they worshiped the moon.  
The ancient ruins of Jericho can still be seen.  They look like a small hill that is about 20 metres or 70 feet high.  The walled town was quite small, something like eight or ten acres in size.  There was a double wall around the town made of mud brick, and nearly half a mile long.  The inner wall was 6 feet thick and about 30 feet high.  It was built on the ancient foundations.  The outer wall was about the same height but over 12 feet thick.  There was also a massive ditch dug into solid rock, 10 yards wide and 8 feet deep.  However archaeologists found signs that the outer wall had not been very well built.  It seems that the wall had fallen outwards rather than inwards, and rolled down the slope of the hump that Jericho was built on.  

Not far from Jericho the Israelites set up their first camp at a place called Gilgal [gil-gal].  Today we do not know where Gilgal was.  It could have been a couple of miles from Jericho.  The Israelites were now in the land God had promised them as far back as the time of Abraham.  Overlooking the valley to the west is a high mountain range.  It runs from south of Hebron right up toward the Lake of Galilee.  Joshua now had to get his army up that mountain.  At the top were three main towns.  First was Bethlehem.  About ten kilometres north of Bethlehem was Jebus, which would be called Jerusalem about 400 years later.  About twenty kilometres north of Jebus was Bethel, where Jacob had had his dream when he ran away from Esau.  Near Bethel was another small town called Ai [igh as in high], high up on the mountain.  That was Joshua’s next target.

Unfortunately the Israelites thought that Ai would be easy to defeat.  Instead, Israel was defeated!  This was a horrific setback for Joshua.  He could now imagine that the Canaanites would lose their fear for Israel and gang up together to drive Israel back across the Jordan River.  Joshua was now a very worried general, so he turned to God.  God advised him to use the tactics of an ambush.  During the night some companies would go to the west, behind the town of Ai, between Ai and Bethel.  They would lie hidden there when morning came.  The rest of the army would try to attack Ai from the east again.  When the soldiers of Ai advanced in the hope of giving the Israelites another thrashing Joshua’s soldiers would pretend to be beaten again.  They would turn and run away down the mountain.  The soldiers of Ai chased them.  But then the companies behind Ai moved in to the unprotected town.  They set it alight.  When the Israelite army saw the flames they stopped running away.  The soldiers from Ai looked back and saw their town going up in smoke.  They panicked, and the Israelites were able to attack and defeat them.  Ai was completely destroyed and Israel had got a foothold on top of the mountain range.  God’s ambush plan had worked.  The army returned to Gilgal.  The name Ai means a ruin.

From the battle of Ai we have to learn the unfortunate lesson that it is easy for Christians to become over-confident.  If we become overconfident our efforts can end up in a shambles and failure.  We then need to listen to God very carefully to sort out the mess we got ourselves into.

From there Joshua’s army went north along the mountain ridge to the town of Shechem [sheh-chem, ch as in loch].  Shechem was where Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had lived 600 years before.  On either side of the town of Shechem are two mountains.  One was called the mountain of God’s blessing (Mount Ebal [eh-bahl]), and the other was called the mountain of God’s punishment or cursing (Mount Gerizim [geh-r’zim).  It became an Israelite custom to get together at Shechem and remember the covenant that God had made with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  They would then divide into two camps.  One would go to Mount Ebal and recite a list of God’s promises to his people.  The other group would go to Mount Gerizim and recite God’s warnings to his people.

As God’s people we also need to keep on remembering two important things:  First, God’s promises, to encourage us to do what’s right, and secondly, God’s warnings, to make sure that we don’t go wrong.
This now meant that the Israelites had conquered the centre of the land of Canaan, separating the north of the land from the south.  Thus the Canaanites in the south of the country were completely cut off from the Canaanites in the north of the land.
The next town on the list of Israel’s conquest of Canaan was Gibeon [gi-bee-in].  Here the Israelites had to learn another lesson from failure.  Gibeon was about ten kilometres to the north of Jebus (which is now Jerusalem.)  Gibeon is also about ten kilometres to the south of Bethel and Ai.  The people of Gibeon realised that Israel was going to conquer them.  So they decided to make a plan to save their town.  They knew that Israel was going to attack and defeat the whole of Canaan, and destroy all the nations or chase them out of the whole area.  They sent a team or delegation to Joshua’s headquarters.  The delegation pretended that they came from a town outside the land of Canaan.  They produced what looked like evidence that they had travelled a very long way.  

At Joshua’s headquarters the leaders had no problem making a peace and defence treaty with people who lived far outside the territory of Canaan.  Israel’s leaders never thought about praying to God to get his guidance.  They failed to consult God.  The result was that they went ahead and made a treaty with the delegation from Gibeon.  They promised them that there would always be peace between Israel and Gibeon.  Of course, when they discovered their mistake, and that they had been tricked, there was nothing they could do.  The Israelites were angry with their leaders for allowing the heathen Gibeonites to live right among them.  But Israel kept their promise to Gibeon.  However, they made the Gibeonites their servants.

The treaty with Gibeon was not a complete disaster as the Israelites feared it was to begin with.  The important thing was that they had kept their promise.  God would then use this treaty in another way.  When the Canaanites learnt that they had lost the useful and powerful town of Gibeon to the Israelites, they decided to gang together to attack Gibeon and punish its people.  The leader of the gang was the king of Jebus.  Other members were the king of Hebron and the king of Lachish, as well as other towns.  Lachish [la-cheesh, ch as in loch] was an important military town near the Gaza Strip.  It guarded the highway up to Jebus Jerusalem.  Any army hoping to conquer the southern Canaanite territory would have to conquer Lachish first.  Lachish was about 30 miles from Jebus.  So the kings of Jebus, Hebron and Lachish, with others, gathered their armies together and marched northward to set up a siege around Gibeon in order to attack and destroy it.  They wanted to make sure that no Canaanite town would make a treaty with the invading Israelites.  The Gibeonites sent an emergency message to Joshua to come and save them.

Joshua kept his promise to the Gibeonites.  Keeping our promises and our integrity and being reliable is so important for God’s people.  We cannot afford to dishonour God by being unreliable, losing our integrity and being untrustworthy.  It is sometimes hard to be honourable, but it is tremendously important that we are, and that people know that they can trust us.  It was hard for Joshua to keep his promise.  He knew that he had made a mistake and was heavily criticised by his people, but he stuck to his word.  The result was that God supported him.

Joshua gathered his army at Gilgal to meet the threat coming from the south toward Gibeon.  Joshua and his men marched twenty miles uphill through the night and attacked the Canaanites who were attacking Gibeon.  The Israelites chased them down the other side of the mountain.  The Canaanites fled for twenty miles.  God sent a severe hailstorm that hit the fleeing enemy soldiers, doing them a tremendous amount of harm.  This enabled Joshua’s force to defeat them and take the important fort at Lachish.  From there they took control of the southern part of the mountains all the way to Hebron and beyond.  Israel was now in charge of the Negev [neh-gev] desert that lies to the south of Hebron and to the north of the Sinai desert.

The last section of the conquest was in the north.  That is where the lake of Galilee is.  Just to the south of the lake is a long, wide valley that runs all the way from Mount Carmel on the Mediterranean Sea, to the Jordan River where it flows out of Lake Galilee.  The valley is called Jezreel, and it is an excellent farming area.

Up in the north another group of towns got together to fight against Israel.  The leader of that group was the king of Hazor.  Hazor [chah-tsawr in Hebrew, ch as in loch] was probably the largest city in the whole country of Canaan, being about 200 acres in size.  It was about twelve miles to the north of the lake of Galilee.  It was an ancient fortified town going back something like 2,000 years before Abraham’s time.  Abraham was about 2,000 years before Christ.  

Hazor’s king was able to put together a massive army, because all the towns now agreed to forget their squabbles and join together to face the new threat of Israel.  Towns from all over Galilee and the Jezreel Valley joined up.  Together their armies were far greater and more powerful than that of the Israelites.  Since the towns in the Jezreel Valley also came to fight they had chariots and horses that could work in the flat valley, though not up in the rugged mountains.  The Israelites had no horses and chariots.  The Canaanite armies assembled at a place where the ground was level and flat and suited them, about ten miles to the west of Hazor.  
But God promised Joshua that he would support the Israelites and that they would defeat that huge force that had assembled.  So Joshua and the Israelites launched a quick, surprise attack and utterly defeated this northern group of Canaanites.  The enemy was totally defeated, and those who could get away were scattered to the north, to the west and to the east.  The Israelites burnt Hazor to the ground.  That was the only Canaanite town that the Israelites destroyed, besides Jericho and Ai.  They then went on to conquer all the other towns in Galilee and Jezreel, and also way up toward the two famous coastal cities in the north, Tyre and Sidon.

The conquest of the powerful Hazor and the lovely Jezreel valley is inspiring.  Even though the enemy completely outnumbered them and with his chariots was much more powerful than the Israelites, Joshua had God on his side.  In life we are going to come across times when our problems are very big.  They will be too difficult for us to handle.  What we must do when that happens is to listen carefully to God.  Take the problem to him and then do what he says.  Do what’s right.  Obey God.  Rely on him.  Then do the best you can.  It is amazing and exciting when, instead of a problem being too hard for us, we overcome it.  It’s a wonderful opportunity for strengthening our faith in the Lord, and our friendship with him.  It really makes life worth living.  
The conquest of Canaan took a few years to complete.  After conquering the north Joshua went south again.  He needed to get back there again to defeat the giants who lived in the area of Hebron.  One of the problems of conquering Canaan was this: after the Israelites defeated the Canaanites in one place, and then moved on to attack another, the defeated Canaanites would move back into their former town.  This happened in both Jebus and Hebron.  The Israelite army could not be everywhere.  In the area of Hebron were the giants that had scared the spies that Moses had sent into Canaan 40 years before.  Those giants had scared ten of the spies so much that they persuaded all the Israelites not to try to conquer Canaan.  Only Caleb and Joshua had tried to argue with them, saying that God would help them, as he had said he would.  Now Caleb was going to make sure that the giants were defeated, so that he could take over the area of Hebron and settle there.  Joshua and Caleb and the Israelites drove the giants out of their territory.  The few who survived fled to the Gaza Strip where the Philistines lived.

The Israelites under Joshua were not able to conquer the Gaza Strip along the coast where the Philistines settled.  Jebus was also a problem:  Joshua did conquer it at the beginning but the Jebusites managed to take it over again.  They were able to keep control of it until David conquered them 400 years later.  The whole country was not conquered in Joshua’s time, though a large part of it was.  
A big lesson we have to learn is that Christianity is not a quick-fix solution to life.  It is a solution to life, but there is much that we have to learn, and it takes time.  We grow slowly and often have to learn the hard way.  We make mistakes.  We take two steps forward and then one step back.  We even take one step forward and go two steps back.  Sometimes we fail, however godly we are.  Some Christians struggle more than others do, and there are times when we are the ones struggling more than others.  
But we must keep going.  Through it all we are making progress.  Believing in God means that we are on the right track in life.  We shall get encouragements as well as disappointments.  Even if there are more disappointments than encouragements we know that, because of God, and with God, we are definitely going to win in the end.  The Bible is full of inspiration to keep doing what God has told us to do.  The conquest of the Promised Land by Joshua teaches us how to do something worthwhile with our lives.
After about seven years of fighting the Israelites were ready to start settling down in the brand new country of Israel.  It was now time for them to divide the land up between all the twelve tribes.  The soldiers of the tribes of Reuben, Gad and Manasseh East were now free of their duty to support the other tribes in their fighting.  They could go back across the Jordan River and join their families in their new territories to the east.  The other ten tribes, including Manasseh West, could now settle in Canaan.  Together they occupied from Beer Sheba in the Negev desert in the south, up to what is now Lebanon in the north.  Their country reached right up to near Tyre and Sidon.

From chapter 15 onwards we learn where the twelve tribes settled once the Promised Land had been conquered under Joshua’s leadership.  

The modern country of Israel and Palestine, which is often in the news, was the ancient country of Canaan over 3,000 years ago.  It lies at the western end of the Mediterranean Sea, and is at the core of the Middle East, between Africa, Europe and Asia.  Canaan became the country of Israel from the time of Joshua onwards.  

The Israelites conquered the land as God had promised them, and ordered them, and helped them.  Once they had done this, they held a meeting of the leaders to see which tribes would settle permanently in which areas.  The leaders were Joshua, Eleazar the High Priest [eh-lee-ay-za], who was Aaron’s son, and the leaders of the twelve tribes.  They prayed in order to get God’s guidance, and then cast lots to see who got what.  

Three tribes had already settled on the east side of the Jordan River.  Israel conquered those territories under the leadership of Moses.  This was after Aaron died and was succeeded by his son Eleazar.  It was the last thing that Moses did for the Israelites.

- On the east side of the Dead Sea was the tribe of Reuben.  Reuben’s boundary to the south was the country of Moab.  

- To the north of Reuben, and also on the east side of the Jordan River, was the tribe of Gad.  To the east of Gad was the country of the Ammonites.  Today that country is Jordan, and its capital is Amman.
- Further north, on what are now known as the Golan Heights, was half of the tribe of Manasseh, Manasseh East.  To the north of Manasseh East was the country of Syria.  The capital of Syria was then Damascus, and it still is today.
THAT WAS REUBEN, GAD AND MANASSEH EAST.
- The tribe of Judah received a large territory in the south of Canaan, around the town of Hebron, to the east of the Dead Sea.  Since Judah was the strongest tribe a lot of attention is paid to the area that was given to it.  Judah was the tribe that Caleb belonged to.  It would also be the tribe that David belonged to a few hundred years later.  About 40 years after David, Judah would become a kingdom of its own, ruled by Solomon’s son.  After the Babylonian exile about 400 years later Judah would become Judea, the land of the Jews.  About 600 years later Jesus would belong to the tribe of Judah.

- To the north of Judah was the tribe of Ephraim.  They were right in the middle of Canaan.  To the west they overlooked the Mediterranean Sea, including what is today Tel Aviv, the capital of modern Israel.  To the east they looked across to the Jordan River.  Joshua belonged to the tribe of Ephraim.  In the time of Solomon’s son Ephraim would be the leader of the new nation of North Israel that broke away from Jerusalem and the tribe of Judah.  Ephraim and Judah would become enemies until the Assyrians conquered Israel North and took the whole nation into permanent exile.  Only the tribe of Judah survived the Assyrian attack in the time of the prophets Isaiah and Micah, one generation before 700 BC.  

- To the north of Ephraim was the other half of the tribe of Manasseh, Manasseh West.  Their territory stretched up to Mount Carmel and the great valley of Jezreel [jez-reel].  It would later on include the ancient port of Caesarea that King Herod built just before Jesus was born.  That half of the tribe of Manasseh lies opposite the other half of the tribe on the other side of the Jordan River.  Manasseh and Ephraim were the two sons of Joseph, the ruler of Egypt.  Joseph was one of the twelve sons of Jacob, also known as Israel.  In the book of Revelation the twelve tribes of Israel are listed, because they are all in heaven.  Joseph is listed as one of those tribes, instead of Ephraim.

THAT WAS JUDAH, EPHRAIM AND MANASSEH WEST.
Once these three main tribes had been given their territories, the leaders of Israel met at Shiloh [shigh-loh] to decide where the other seven tribes were to settle:  Simeon, Benjamin, Dan, Zebulon, Issachar, Asher and Naphtali.  

Shiloh was in the territory of Ephraim.  Shiloh was where the tabernacle was set up.  That was where Israel would assemble to worship God.  Shiloh remained the centre of worship through the years of the Judges.  About 400 years later King David moved the tabernacle from Shiloh to Jerusalem.  His son, King Solomon, then built the temple at Jerusalem in place of the tabernacle that Moses had built in the Sinai Desert.  

At Shiloh Joshua sent scouts out into the remaining territories of Canaan to find out what the rest of the land was like.  They also had to bring a report about where the other seven tribes could settle.  Then Joshua and the leaders prayed and drew lots to decide who went where.  The first lot fell to the tribe of Benjamin.

When some of these tribes complained that there were still too many Canaanites living in what was to be their territory, Joshua told them to stop complaining and go and drive the Canaanites out of their area.  

- Benjamin was given a belt of country between the tribes of Judah and Ephraim.  That rather thin belt stretched from the Jordan River in the east right across to the northern part of the Gaza Strip in the west.  It included the ruins of Jericho.  In the territory of Benjamin was the strong fort of Jebus, which David would later conquer and rename as Jerusalem.  Saul, the first king of Israel, was of the tribe of Benjamin.  A thousand years later the apostle Paul, whose name originally was also Saul, would also be of the tribe of Benjamin.  In the time of the Judges Benjamin, as a tribe, would almost be wiped out - by the rest of the tribes of Israel!  This happened because of the tribe’s bad behaviour.  The sad story is told at the end of the book of Judges.

- On the Mediterranean coast was the tribe of Dan.  Dan was the last tribe to receive its territory.  Dan was to the north of the Gaza Strip, sandwiched between the sea and the boundaries of Ephraim and Benjamin.  To the south of the tribe of Dan were the Philistines.  Dan was more or less where the modern city of Tel Aviv is, the capital of Israel in today’s world.  The people of the tribe of Dan were uncomfortable living next to the Philistines and, in the time of the Judges, they decided to move.  They went north, all the way past the lake of Galilee and right up to Mount Hermon.  They settled in a valley just west of Hermon, with Damascus about 50 kilometres to the east, on the other side of the great Mount Hermon.  The top of Mount Hermon is always covered in snow.  Dan was thus the most northern tribe.  

In the book of Revelation the twelve tribes are listed again.  Dan is the only tribe that is not on the list.  In Revelation chapter 7 Joseph is listed instead of his younger son Ephraim, but Manasseh, Joseph’s elder son, is also listed.  So Joseph is listed as two tribes:  Manasseh and Joseph.  That is what makes for twelve tribes without Dan.

- To the south of Judah was the tribe of Simeon.  Simeon settled around the area of Beer Sheba, which was, and still is, about 50 kilometres to the south of Hebron.  Simeon was half way between the Mediterranean Sea and the Dead Sea.  The tribe of Simeon and the tribe of Judah made a deal to co-operate together, and, in time, Simeon became a part of Judah.  To the east of the tribe of Simeon was the nation of Edom.  To the south of Simeon is the Sinai Desert.  Further away to the south-west of Simeon is the country of Egypt.  Simeon was the area nearest to Africa.  As Dan, at Mount Hermon, was the most northerly tribe, Simeon was the most southerly tribe.

THAT WAS BENJAMIN, DAN AND SIMEON.
To the north of the tribe of Manasseh West is the great Valley of Jezreel.  It runs from Mount Carmel at the coast right across to the Jordan River, just to the south of the Lake of Galilee.  Whereas Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim and Manasseh West are on the great mountain range that runs from Hebron to Jezreel and Mount Carmel, Jezreel is a wide valley.  While the mountain territories were strong positions, this valley was excellent farming land.  Looking out over the valley from the north would be the famous town of Nazareth, where Jesus would one day grow up.  The valley was shared by two tribes.  

- To the west of Jezreel Valley was the tribe of Zebulon.  It included the town of Nazareth.  Zebulon was very fortunate to have been awarded this bit of territory for its tribe.

- To the east of the valley was the tribe of Issachar.  Its territory reached to the Jordan valley.  Issachar was also very fortunate to have been awarded this bit of territory for its tribe, even though the size of the land it was given was small.

THAT WAS ZEBULON AND ISSACHAR.
- To the north of Mount Carmel was the tribe of Asher.  Asher’s territory ran northwards along the coast, past the port city of Tyre, right up toward the other port city of Sidon.  Asher was where Alexander the Great would begin his conquest of Palestine 300 years before Christ.

- To the north of the Jezreel Valley is the tribe of Naphtali.  Naphtali’s land was next to the Sea of Galilee.  It included the large ancient city of Hazor that the Israelites had totally destroyed.  Naphtali ran northwards, parallel to Asher, right up to Dan’s valley near Mount Hermon.  Naphtali was the area that was overlooked by the Golan Heights on the other side of the Upper Jordan River that runs down into the Lake of Galilee.  

Naphtali would be the province of Galilee where Jesus did most of his work.

THAT WAS ASHER AND NAPHTALI.
- One tribe was left out.  It received no territory as a tribe.  That was the tribe of Levi.  The priests belonged to the tribe of Levi, as did Moses and Aaron and Miriam.  Aaron’s descendents were the priests.  The rest of the tribe were the Levites.  Both priests and Levites were given 48 towns or villages among the twelve tribes of Israel, together with plots of land for farming.  All the priests and Levites would take turns in going to Shiloh to be on duty for a while at the tabernacle.  Instead of receiving a tribal territory like the other tribes, the Levites were given the privilege of serving God among the whole of Israel.  What ministers and priests are today, the priests and Levites were in the Old Testament times, right up to the New Testament times.  
For those who are called by God to serve him there is nothing in the world so satisfying as working for God and for his people.  For those who do this it is the greatest privilege that life has to offer.  That is how God meant it to be for the tribe of Levi.  Theirs was the most blessed place, and function, in the Promised Land.  Yet the tribe of Levi is listed as one of the twelve tribes in the book of Revelation, chapter 7. 

Their work continued in exile in Babylon, but it finally came to an end when the Romans attacked and destroyed Jerusalem and the temple in 70 AD.

THAT WAS LEVI.
There was one more duty for Joshua and the leadership to perform.  Moses had given instructions for Cities of Refuge to be chosen.  These cities were set up in the interest of justice, like Courts of Appeal.  The law of Israel said that if someone murdered a person, the murderer must be put to death.  The persons who were allowed to catch the criminal and put him to death for murder were the family of the victim, the person who had been murdered.  This law, of course, would discourage lots of people from committing murder, and would thus save many people’s lives.  
But what would happen if someone accidentally killed someone.  He never meant to do it; it was just a terrible mistake.  Must he be put to death for that?  Moses said, No!  He must be given a chance to escape the revenge by the family of the person he had accidentally killed.  There must be somewhere, not too far away, that he could go to and be protected.  That was called a city of refuge.  There he could receive a fair trial, and if he was not guilty of deliberate murder, he could live there safely.  But he would have to stay there until the nation’s High Priest died.  That would be his punishment for causing an accident.  But when the High Priest died, he would become a free man.  No one would be allowed to take revenge on him.

Cities of Refuge were selected on both sides of the Jordan River.  To the east there was one in the land of Reuben, another in the land of Gad and one in Manasseh East.  To the west of the Jordan there was one in Judah, which was Hebron, and one in Ephraim, called Shechem [sheh-chem, ch as in loch.]  The third city in the north was in the tribe of Naphtali.  All six of these cities of refuge belonged to the Levites as a part of their 48 towns.  

The last thing that Joshua did was to call all Israel together at Shechem in Ephraim.  He urged them to be faithful to God after he passed away, as they had been under his leadership for the past thirty odd years.  He wanted them to commit themselves to obeying God as they had done when they first crossed the Jordan River into the Promised Land.  Shechem was where Abraham had first made a covenant commitment with God about 600 years before.  Joshua warned the Israelites not to turn away from God to go after the popular idols of the Canaanites.  He uttered these famous and important words in the last chapter of his book:  
As for me and my family, we shall serve the Lord.
JOSHUA AND JESUS

The Hebrew name Joshua [y'shoo-a], translated into Greek, is the name Jesus [yey-soos].  So Joshua has a special place in preparing God's people for the coming of Jesus.  The names Joshua and Jesus both mean "Saviour."  Joshua was a good man and a good leader, but he was only a man.  He died when he was 110 years old.  Jesus was a perfect man and the world's only perfect leader, and he is the Son of God who lives forever.

The task that God gave Joshua to do was to get the people of God into the Promised Land.  God had promised Abraham, the grandfather of Jacob, also known as Israel, that he would give the whole land of Canaan to the Israelites.  That promise had been made about 600 years before.  Finally, in the time of Joshua the Saviour, that promise came true.

The task that God gave to Jesus the Saviour was to get all God's people into heaven.  That promise will come true when the Lord Jesus, the King of Heaven, comes back to our world again.

There are two big ways in which Joshua shows us what Jesus is like:

Right at the beginning of Joshua's leadership the people of Israel were able to see that God was with him.  The crossing of the Jordan River by the nation was one of the greatest miracles in Israel's history.  It was second only to the Exodus, which was the greatest miracle in the Old Testament.  This miracle in Joshua's time meant that the whole nation had confidence in God to get them into the Promised Land.  

In the case of Jesus it was even more clear to the Jews that God was with him.  God used Jesus to perform more miracles, and greater miracles, than any prophet or leader had ever performed in the history of the world.  It was clear to people then, and to us now, that Jesus was greater than any other man of God who ever lived.  Many people, from then on, until now, have been sure that Jesus came from God.

But the greatest way in which Jesus is in some way like Joshua has to do with Moses.  Moses was the greatest leader in the Old Testament, who got the nation of Israel out of slavery in Egypt.  But even Moses was not able to get the people of God into the Promised Land.  That responsibility was given to Joshua, the man who was Moses' assistant.  Moses was the greatest law-giver the world has ever seen.  But Moses' laws did not save his people from their sins.  Even Moses was not perfect.  Even Moses failed God.  God showed this by refusing to let Moses lead the nation into the Promised Land.  Moses died on the other side of the Jordan River.  He never got across it.  Joshua had to take over the work.

It is when we compare Jesus with Moses that we can see how great and holy Jesus was.  Jesus never let God down.  Jesus never made a mistake.  Jesus never failed in any way.  Jesus perfectly completed the work that God gave him to do.  Jesus did not just get across the Red Sea as Moses did, or across the Jordan River as Joshua did.  Jesus got across the great barrier of death.  He conquered death in such a way that we and all God's people will be able to get safely across death to heaven on the other side.

Where the Law is concerned, Jesus made it possible for us to understand the law in a new way, and live by it.  He did this by his teachings, his miracles, his dying to remove the guilt of our sins, his rising from the dead to give us hope.  On top of all that, Jesus gave us his Holy Spirit to make it possible for us to live the way Moses said we should.

In the case of Joshua, there is an interesting and wonderful comparison between him and Jesus Christ.  Joshua was told by God to conquer all the nations living in Canaan, because of their wickedness.  In the case of Christ God has used him and his Apostles and Christian people to spread the good news among all the nations on earth.  Christ Jesus saves everyone who believes in him from their sins and from wickedness and from death and from hell.  Joshua-Jesus is the Saviour of the world.  Joshua Jesus will get all God's people to heaven.  What Joshua and his scouts did for Rahab and her family, Jesus has done for everyone who believes, in the whole world, for the whole of history.

A BIBLE STUDY for the Young

Translated and explained from the Hebrew

JOSHUA
Chapter 1

1:1-6  GOD GIVES ORDERS TO JOSHUA
After 1the death of Moses, the Lord's special friend and minister, the Lord gave an order to 2Joshua Nun who had been Moses' assistant and deputy.  The Lord said:
Moses, whom I chose to be my people's leader, is dead and gone.  Now it is time to move forward.  You must cross this Jordan River, you together with all these people.  Cross over and go into the country that I am giving them.  This land is for the nation of Israel.
Joshua, I have given you every place that you can get to and conquer.  That is what I promised Moses.  
I have granted you the whole area from 3the Negev Desert [negev] in the south to 4the mountains of Lebanon [lebba-non] in the north.  In fact, you can go even beyond that, right up to 5the great Euphrates River [yoo-fray-teez] in northern Syria.  All 6the land of the Hittites [hit-ights], as far as the Mediterranean Sea, is your country.
No person will be able to resist you or hold out against you for the rest of your life.  Just as I was with Moses, I shall be with you.  I shall support you.  I shall never let you down and I shall never give up on you.

So, Joshua, be brave and be bold!  You are going to give these people this land.  You will lead them to inherit the country I promised their ancestors that I would give their descendents.
1the death of Moses:  Moses was famous for the four very great things that he had done by God's power:
-He had challenged Pharaoh, the cruel tyrant who ruled Egypt and persecuted the Israelites.

-He had led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, into freedom, going right through the Red Sea.

-He had been the people's leader and father for 40 years while they travelled around through the Sinai Desert.

-The greatest thing Moses had done was to give the nation of Israel God's laws and commandments.  These laws are also for the whole world, for all mankind in the whole of history.  Moses is called the Lawgiver of God.  His writings and laws are found in the first five books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus [l’vit-i’kis], Numbers and finally Deuteronomy [dew-ta-ron-a’mee].
It was also under Moses that the Israelites conquered the whole of the East Bank of the Jordan River.  They occupied what is now part of Jordan and part of Syria.  
Moses died when he was 120 years old.  No one ever knew where his grave was.  He died alone on a mountain in Jordan, near the Dead Sea.
2Joshua Nun:  Nun was Joshua's Dad.  This Hebrew name could be translated as ‘Fish.’  (Actually, ‘Nun’ means lots and lots of fish.  Not, none!)  We know nothing about him except that he belonged to the tribe of Ephraim.  Ephraim was the son of Joseph who had ruled Egypt about 500 years before.  So Joshua Fish also belonged to the tribe of Ephraim.  We do not know how old Joshua was when he became Israel's leader.  He was probably somewhere between 60 and 70.
The name "Joshua" is a Hebrew name.  It means "The Lord Saves."  When translated into Greek and then English it is "Jesus."  Joshua would be leading God's people into the land that Jesus would live and work in about 1400 years later, the land of Israel.

3the Negev Desert:  This desert is the northern part of the Sinai Desert.  It lies to the south of the town of Hebron.  Farmers with their sheep and goats are able to live there.  In the middle of the Negev is the oasis of Beer Sheba [beea shee-ba OR in Hebrew: b'ayr sh'va].  
4the mountains of Lebanon:  These are two parallel mountain ranges that run parallel to the Mediterranean Sea.  The range nearer to the Mediterranean Sea is called the Lebanon Mountain Range while the range to the east is called the Anti-Lebanon Mountain Range.  (Anti means opposite.)  They run together from north of the Sea of Galilee right up to the mountains in Turkiye (Turkey).  Just north of the Sea of Galilee is the great Mount Hermon, which is at the south end of the Anti-Lebanon Mountain range.  It is usually covered in snow all the year round, and it looks out towards Damascus, the capital of Syria.

5the great Euphrates River:  This is one of the major rivers of the Middle East.  It flows near the border between Turkiye and Syria, and passes not far to the east of Aleppo, an important city in Syria.
6the land of the Hittites:  The Hittites were a very powerful ancient nation who lived in Turkiye.  They invented the smelting of iron, which was the beginning of the Iron Age.  They used iron to make chariots for their armies.  Their empire stretched southwards into Syria and Palestine.  Aleppo in Syria was one of the cities they conquered.  They came all the way down to Hebron.  The Hittites were descendents of Canaan, who was the grandson of Noah.  Their name means "fear" or "terror."  They were a powerful and cruel nation, greatly feared by many nations.
1:7-9  GOD BRIEFS JOSHUA
Joshua, I shall be with you, but what you must focus on is that you are 1brave and determined as the leader.  2Be confident and bold to do what you must do.  Make sure that you obey 3the whole law that Moses my spokesman commanded you.  Do not add anything to my law, and do not take anything away from it.  If you do this properly and faithfully you will be an excellent leader whatever challenge you face.
Joshua, it is vital, absolutely vital that you do not stop reading the Bible, and that you do not fail to obey its laws.  You must study it regularly and consistently.  Read the Bible constantly so that you watch out that you do what is written in it.  If you do that you will be successful during your life-time.  In that way you will end up a first-class leader.
Remember that I have ordered you to do this.  So be encouraged and brave.  Be encouraged and sure of yourself.  Do not be scared, and do not get discouraged or depressed, because the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.
1brave and determined:  This is one Hebrew word.  It means:  Be Strong!  Don't worry or get scared.  Stick to what you believe in, that you have learnt from the Bible.  Once you know what's right, be determined to do it and don’t give up.
2Be confident and bold:  This is also one Hebrew word.  It means:  Be alert and active!  Get on top of the job.  Use your skills.  Make sure you know what you need to do, and do your best.
3the whole law:  In Joshua's time the Bible was just 5 books.  The whole law was Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus [l’vit-i’kis], Numbers and Deuteronomy [dew-ta-ron-a’mee].  All Joshua had to do was to believe and obey what was written in those five books.  Moses gave them to us.
1:10-11  JOSHUA GIVES ORDERS TO MOVE
When God ordered Joshua to cross the Jordan River, Joshua gave orders to the prefects of the people to tell them what to do:
Go throughout the camp and give instructions to the people.  Tell them:  Prepare food for yourselves for yet another journey.  1The day after tomorrow you are crossing this Jordan River.  You are going to go into the country on the other side to take it over.  That is the homeland that the Lord your God is giving you, for you to drive those people out and take over their land.
The Israelites, under Moses' leadership, had already driven out the nations that lived on the east side of the Jordan.  Moses had given permission for two and a half tribes to settle in what is today a part of Jordan and a part of Syria.  
Roughly speaking, the tribe of Reuben made their home east of the Dead Sea, the tribe of Gad were east of the river Jordan, and half of the tribe of Manasseh [m’nas-sa] settled east of the lake of Galilee.  Today east of Galilee is known as the Golan Heights in Syria.
The Israelites were now camped in the area that would belong to the tribe of Gad.  Across the Jordan River and ten kilometres away was the city of Jericho.

1The day after tomorrow:  In Hebrew the words are, "In three days' time."  When Hebrews said three days, they meant today, tomorrow and the day after.  So “in three days’ time” meant the day after tomorrow.
This would be the same amount of time that Jesus’ body stayed in his grave or tomb after he was killed.  Counting from when he was crucified, he rose from the dead “the day after tomorrow.”
1:12-15  JOSHUA'S FIRST RULES
First of all Joshua gave instructions to the tribes of 1Reuben [roo-bin] and 2Gad and half of the tribe of 3Manasseh [m’nas-sa].  He told them:
Keep in mind the order that Moses made you responsible for.  Moses got his orders from the Lord.  Moses said:  The Lord your God is going to let you settle in your new home.  He will leave you here.  He has given you this land.  
Your women and children and the old people, as well as what belongs to you, may stay here in 4the territory that Moses gave you, the land on the east side of the Jordan River.  But 5you men who are soldiers, who are able to fight, and ready to fight, you must cross over the river.  Go forward with your comrades.  Help them to fight for their land.
You must stay with them until the Lord settles your countrymen the way he has settled you.  Support them until they also take over the country that the Lord your God is giving them.  Then you may go back to the land that belongs to you.  You can then take over the territory on the east side of the Jordan that Moses, the Lord's messenger, said you could have.  You may possess the land on the side where the sun rises, on condition that you first help the other tribes to conquer their land too.
1Reuben:  Reuben was the eldest of Jacob's twelve sons.  His tribe got the first territory that the Israelites conquered.  Their land was on the east side of the Dead Sea, in what is today the country of Jordan.  
Next door to them was the country of Moab [moh-ab OR in Hebrew, maw-ahv].  The Moabites were descendents of Abraham's nephew, Lot.  About the time of David, a few hundred years later, the Moabites drove the Reubenites out of their country, and the tribe of Reuben lost its inheritance in the Promised Land.
2Gad:  The land Moses assigned to the tribe of Gad was along the Jordan River, roughly from the top end of the Dead Sea to the bottom end of the lake of Galilee.  This is also part of the country of Jordan today.  
Next to the tribe of Gad, towards the east, lived the nation of Ammon.  This is also the country of Jordan today.  Modern Jordan’s capital city is Amman.  The Ammonites were also descendents of Lot, Abraham's nephew.  The tribe of Gad always had to keep a wary eye on the Ammonites who often threatened them.
3Manasseh:  The tribe of Manasseh was descended from Joseph, the favourite son of Jacob.  God made Joseph ruler of Egypt under Pharaoh.  Manasseh was the only tribe that settled in two different places in Canaan.  One half settled to the east of the Jordan River, north of the tribe of Gad.  The other half settled to the west of the Jordan River.  The people in the east lived in what is now a part of Syria.  They occupied the Golan Heights that overlook the lake of Galilee.
For years they would be threatened by the Ammonites from the south and the Syrians from the north.  This would be a big problem during the life-times of the prophets Elijah and Elisha, about 500 years later.
4the territory that Moses said is yours:  This command that God gave through Moses is found in the book of Deuteronomy.
5you men who are soldiers:  It seems that there were over 100,000 soldiers in these two and a half tribes.  Of them less than a half actually crossed the river to fight for the rest of the Israelites.  It is possible that they were the unmarried or younger soldiers.  The others stayed behind to protect their families and animals.
The Hebrew says, "You must cross, being fives."  In those days an army was formed out of five parts.  In front was the vanguard.  Behind was the rearguard.  Out on each side, right and left, were the two wings.  In the middle of all of these was the main body of the army.  This meant that they were protected from all sides in case the enemy attacked unexpectedly.  It is possible that these soldiers would be used either at the front or in the wings of the whole Israelite army.
They stayed in the west where the fighting was, for most of the book of Joshua.  They returned home towards the end of the book of Joshua.
1:16-18  THE SOLDIERS PROMISE TO OBEY JOSHUA

The leaders of the soldiers saluted Joshua.  They said, in reply:  
All that you have told us to do, we shall do.  We shall obey all your commands.  Wherever you send us, we shall go.  
Just as we obeyed all that Moses told us to do, so shall we also obey you.  We just hope and pray that the Lord your God will be with you as he was with Moses when he led us.
We can assure you that anyone who argues with your orders and will not obey your instructions has to be punished.  1He must die.  So, Sir, 2be confident and be firm!

1He must die:  When men become soldiers, discipline becomes very strict.  If soldiers rebel against their commanding officers it is a most serious crime during war time.  Throughout history, rebellious soldiers in most armies have been put to death in order to discourage other unhappy soldiers from rebelling.
2be confident and be firm:  This is exactly what God had said to Joshua:  Be brave and be bold!  Now Joshua's army commanders are also telling him to be brave and bold.  It must have been a great encouragement for Joshua.
Chapter 2

2:1-3  JOSHUA SENDS OUT TWO SCOUTS
The Israelites were camping in the Valley of 1Acacia Trees in Moab, near to the Jordan River.  From there Joshua sent two men out exploring.  He did this secretly so that no one knew about it.  These are the instructions he gave them:  Go and inspect the land on the other side of the river, and especially 2the town of Jericho.  So the men went off.  With great bravery they went into Jericho.  In the town they found 3the house of a woman who was a prostitute.  Her name was 4Rahab [ray-hab OR rah-chav in Hebrew, ch as in loch].  They stayed there with her.
But the authorities found out that they had come and the king of Jericho received a message that said:  Sir, please note that men have come here to our town for the night.  They are from the people of Israel.  They have come to scout out our country.
So the king of Jericho sent soldiers to Rahab.  They ordered her to take them to the men:  Hand over these men who came to you and booked into your lodge.  We know they have come here and we want to arrest them because they have come to spy out all of our country.  5They are spies and their people are going to attack us.
1Acacia Trees:  The Hebrew word for Acacia trees is Shittim [sh’teem].  Acacias [a-kay-shiz] are large trees whose dark bark is covered in thorns.  When the trees get old their wood is as hard as ebony.  It was used for making good furniture.
The Valley of Acacias was originally in the country of Moab, which had now been conquered and taken over by the tribe of Gad.

2the town of Jericho:  Jericho was the most important town in the valley, on the western side of the river Jordan.  It was surrounded by high walls.  It guarded the road that leads up the steep mountains to Jerusalem right at the top.  Jericho was the obvious place to start if they were going to conquer the whole country of Canaan.  Today, the area they were to claim is made up of three countries.  They are Israel, the West Bank of Jordan and the western part of Jordan, and southern Lebanon.
For the scouts to go inside the town was a brave thing to do because the city gates would be closed at night.  They would be trapped inside the city for the night.  But this was without doubt where they could get their most useful information for Joshua, their Commander-in-Chief.
3the house of a woman who was a prostitute:  This kind of hotel or bed-and-breakfast place was called a brothel.  It was where men went for the night and paid to have sex with women.  Because this was an ugly and sneaky thing to do, no one asked any questions about men who went there.  Everyone would just ignore them because what they were doing was so sinful.  So these two men could stay there the night without any awkward questions being asked about them.  A brothel was a useful place to hide away and remain incognito or unknown.  
It was also possible that they might find other men there who were talkative.  The scouts might be able to get some useful information out of them, especially if they bought them some drinks.  Many of the men who visited a brothel were the type of person who liked to talk, especially to women or strangers.
4Rahab:  Rahab [rah-chav] belonged to the Canaanite people.  But after she was rescued from the ruins of Jericho, she turned out to be such a godly woman that she married the son of one of the great leaders of the tribe of Judah.  They had a son called Boaz who married Ruth, that lovely girl from Moab who came to Bethlehem.  Boaz and Ruth were the grandparents of Jesse [jesee], the father of King David.

5They are spies:  In times of war if spies are caught they are tortured to get information out of them.  Then they are killed so that they cannot betray any secrets.  Spies are shown absolutely no mercy.  They are regarded as worse than criminals or murderers, because the information they send back could result in a lot of people being killed.  They could even cause the people they are spying on to lose the war.
2:4-7  RAHAB TRICKS THE SOLDIERS
But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them to protect them.  So she answered the soldiers and said:  1Yes, you are right.  The men did come here to me, but 2I did not realise where they were from.  
Because the city gate was going to close at sunset, the men slipped away.  I have no idea where they went to.  But 3chase after them quickly!  It's quite possible that you will catch them if you hurry and don't waste time.
But she had taken them up onto the roof and buried them under 4the pile of stalks of flax-linen that she had laid out to dry on the flat roof.

So the soldiers chased off after them.  They took the road that went down the mountain to the Jordan River, right up to the fords, the places where people were sometimes able to get across the river.  When the soldiers left to chase after the spies, the city guards closed the gates behind them, just in case the spies were still inside the city.

1Yes, you are right:  Rahab was not telling the police the truth.  The reason for this was that the Jericho soldiers and their king were enemies of the Israelites and their God.  They wanted to kill these two scouts that Joshua had sent.  Rahab had decided to believe in God, and therefore wanted to support and help his people.  So she took this terrible risk of taking their side.  If the soldiers had searched her house she would have been arrested, tortured and killed.  But she took this risk in order to serve God.
During a time of war, one of the ways to fight the enemy is to trick or deceive them.  If the soldiers had found the Israelite scouts they too would have been tortured and cruelly killed.
To save their lives Rahab had to get the soldiers to go away.  The first thing she said was, "Yes, you are right.  They were here."  This would make the soldiers think that she was telling the truth and would work with them.  They would be less suspicious.
2I did not realise where they were from:  Normally the men who sneaked into a brothel did not want anyone to find out that they had done so.  So no one asked any questions in a brothel.  Therefore it was easy for Rahab to say that she had no idea where the men were from or where they had gone to.  It was also reasonable for the soldiers, who knew what went on in her house, to believe her.
3chase after them quickly!  Here Rahab was being very clever.  By urging the soldiers to hurry so that they might catch the spies, she was giving the soldiers no time to think, and especially no time to search her house.  The soldiers realised that they might lose the spies if they did not go quickly.  They dashed off as fast as they could.
It is possible that Rahab was a woman with a strong personality.  She would need it to be able to run a brothel where everyone lived secretly and behaved badly.  If this is the case, then when she gave the soldiers the advice to chase after the spies, it could have sounded like a command to them that they did not think to question.  Most people usually listen to someone with a strong personality.

God uses all sorts of means to save his people.

4the pile of stalks of flax-linen:  Flax was a plant.  People made linen clothes out of these plants.  The stalks were drying on Rahab's roof.  There was a big pile of them.  Hiding under the pile would have been like hiding inside a haystack.  A soldier, going up to the roof, would see nothing there except the pile of flax stalks.  If they had decided to search the house, they would have had to do it very quickly because the important thing was to chase after the men who Rahab had said had already left.
2:8-11  ALL JERICHO IS SCARED OF ISRAEL'S GOD
Before the scouts from Israel settled down for the night, Rahab went up to them on the roof.  
She spoke openly to the men:  I know that the Lord has given our country over to you.  I can inform you that a great fear of your nation has fallen on us.  Everyone living in our country is in a state of panic because of you.
This is because we have heard how 1the Lord dried up the waters of the Red Sea in front of you when you came from Egypt.  We have also heard what you did to 2the two Amorite kings who were on the other side of the Jordan River, King Sihon [see-chawn, ch as in loch] and King Og [awg].  We were told how you utterly destroyed them, and so wiped out all the evil that they had been guilty of.
When we heard these things about your people, we felt threatened and intimidated, and so we have given up in despair.  No one has the courage left to stand up against you.  It is the Lord your God that we fear.  He is in control in heaven above, and he controls the whole world from heaven.
1the Lord dried up the waters of the Red Sea:  This had happened 40 years before.  But the news of this great miracle travelled very far through the world.  Men who traded went from one country to another to do business.  As they travelled they took news with them.
2the two Amorite kings:  The Amorite people were an ancient group who moved from place to place.  When they lived in the area of Babylon they became very powerful.  This was roughly before Abraham's time, over 500 years before Joshua.  Abraham moved away from the Amorites in Babylon and went to live among the Amorites in Canaan.  Today Babylon is Iraq and Canaan is Israel and Palestine.  The Amorites had settled on both sides of the Jordan River.  

On the east side of the Jordan River, in what is now the country of Jordan, the Amorite king Sihon [see-chawn] ruled.  On the east side of the Lake of Galilee, in what is now Syria, King Og ruled.  Both kings were very powerful.  
Sihon had conquered a part of the kingdom of Moab [maw-av] and taken over that area.  Sihon's kingdom was very powerful, and it seemed impossible to the people of Canaan that a nation that had been wandering around in the Sinai Desert for 40 years should try to attack the Amorites.  They were utterly amazed when, under the leadership of Moses, the Israelites had attacked Sihon and conquered him.  Moses gave his country to the tribes of Reuben and Gad.
King Og had taken over some of the best country of the Ammonites.  The Ammonites and the Moabites were descendents of Lot, the nephew of Abraham.  Og was a huge, massive giant of a man.  His bed, which was made with iron, was about 15 feet long, that is, more than twice as long as a tall man.  When he heard that the Israelites had conquered his neighbour King Sihon, he gathered every soldier in his country and attacked Israel.  But the Israelites, under Moses, were not intimidated by this huge, massive giant.  They fought back and killed Og and destroyed his kingdom.  Moses gave his country to one half of the tribe of Manasseh.  The other half of the tribe of Manasseh settled later on the west side of the Jordan River, with the other nine tribes.
In the confusion that followed the fighting, the Ammonites were able to sneak in and loot Og's big iron bed.  They were pleased that Og had been conquered, and to celebrate they took the huge bed to one of their main cities as a museum piece.  That city is now Amman, the capital of the country of Jordan.
None of the Canaanite nations would believe that the Israelites could attack these two powerful Amorite kings.  When they learnt the truth, they were absolutely shocked and became hopelessly scared.  They did not know what they could do to defend themselves.
This was the very useful information that the scouts got from Rahab.  They had found out that even their enemies could see that God was on the side of the Israelites, and that therefore the Canaanites did not have a hope.  This would greatly help the Israelite army to conquer them.  When people are scared they give up more easily.
2:12-14  RAHAB ASKS THE MEN TO SAVE HER FAMILY
Rahab pleaded with the Israelite scouts that Joshua had sent:  Please give me your promise!  Because I have done you a great favour, promise me by the Lord that you will also do my family a great favour.  Give me an honest promise that I can trust, that you will let my family live.

Please let my Dad and my Mom live, and my brothers and my sisters, and their families.  Please rescue us!  Please save our lives!  Don't let us die!

The men answered her:  We promise to protect you.  If you and your family die, we also die!  You must not tell anyone what we are doing.  If you keep our secret, then, when the Lord gives the land to us, we shall look after you and treat you well.  You have got our promise, and you can rely on our word.
This section shows us three important things:

-First, it is easy to see that the two scouts were in great danger.  But how did Rahab know that she and her family and her town and country were in even greater danger?  Rahab could see that simply because she believed what she had heard about God.  When the scouts unexpectedly came to her, she saw a chance to save herself and her family from this very great danger.

-Secondly, we see here how important a promise can be.  Sometimes the only thing we can rely on is someone's promise.  Whenever we make a promise, or someone makes a promise to us, the most important thing is that it is honest and well meant.  Then it can be relied upon.  There are times when a true promise can save someone's life.  Practice making your promises true.
-Thirdly, here we see two great things about God that we must never forget:

On the one hand, God had to get all the people of Jericho killed because they were so wicked.  Even Rahab had lived a very sinful life.  To wipe out the corruption and cruelty in the city of Jericho, God was forced to put to death all the people living there.  
Unfortunately, this would have to include even the children.  When people get really bad, they pass on their horrible ways to their children.  Even babies usually grow up to be like their parents and grandparents were.  Sin runs in the blood as well as being in the heart.  We cannot tell who is going to grow up good and who is going to become bad.  Only God can.
On the other hand, when Rahab believed in God and wanted to save her whole family, this would give God great pleasure.  God wanted to save them, and this story is one of many such lovely stories in the Bible.  God used Rahab to save those two scouts so that they would be determined to save her and her whole family.  This would include all the children that Rahab's brothers and sisters had, and perhaps their servants too.  There was a good chance that Rahab would be able to get her whole family to believe in God, if they did not already believe in the same way that she did.  God would certainly know how they would think and feel and behave.  
In times of danger it is easier to talk to people about believing in God.  
If only more people had believed, God would have saved them too.  God has to get rid of sin because it is so ugly.  But he dearly loves to save people from sin and fear and death.  God wants to save them no matter how bad they have been, or what rotten people they have belonged to.  The big problem in life is that so few people believe in God and take him seriously, and listen to him.
God does a good thing if he scares some people so that they will repent and believe.  God also does the right thing when he gets rid of people who will not listen to him, who will not do what is right, and who insist on doing what is bad and nasty.  In fact, this is the reason why every single person in the world dies, sooner or later, and somehow or other.  Death brings to a complete end all the wickedness of evil people, and even the end of all our sin.  Once we die, we stop sinning.  Life is short so that wickedness is limited.  

But believing in God is the other way, the better way, to get us to stop being bad.
2:15-16  RAHAB HELPS THE SCOUTS TO ESCAPE
Rahab then let the scouts down the wall through the window, using 1the rope.  Her house was part of the city wall.  She was actually living on the wall.
She gave them this advice:  Go the opposite way from the Jordan River, toward the mountain, so that those soldiers who are chasing after you don't accidentally find you.  2Hide in the mountain until the day after tomorrow, until those who are chasing you give up and come back.  Once they have returned you can go on your way back to your people.
1the rope:  The wall around Jericho was very thick or wide.  That kind of a wall was usually as wide as a single lane street.  Sometimes people built their homes on top of the city wall, or even in the upper part of the wall, which could be three or four stories high.  Such a home would have at least one window on the outside.  In times of war soldiers could use such windows in order to shoot arrows at the enemy or throw rocks down on them.  The person living in such a house would also have a long, strong rope by which they could haul up bags of food or logs of wood for the fire.  Rahab probably used this rope to haul her flax plants, which had been harvested in the fields, up onto her roof.
2Hide in the mountain until the day after tomorrow:  To the east of Jericho the Jordan River ran down into the Dead Sea, which is the lowest place on earth where one could walk about in the sunshine.  To the west of Jericho was a high, steep mountain.  At the top was the primitive city of Jebus.  One day in the future, the tribe of Judah, under King David, would conquer Jebus and rename it Jerusalem.  The side of the mountain was too steep and rugged for anyone to live there.  That steep mountain side was called the Wilderness of Judea in later years.  It would be a good place to hide.  The scouts would also be able to see everything going on down in the valley below.  Jericho lay near the base or foot of the great mountain slope.
This is the second time that the words, or phrase, “the day after tomorrow” occur.  This is an interesting and secret way of linking Joshua’s entering the Promised Land with Jesus’ resurrection on the day after tomorrow.  We call this sort of connection ‘a sign.’
2:17-21  THE SCOUTS AND RAHAB MAKE A DEAL
Now the scouts explained carefully to Rahab:  You must be quite clear that we cannot be expected to keep this promise of ours that you asked us to give you unless you co-operate with us.  
When we invade the land you must hang this deep-red coloured rope out of your window as a sign of your partnership with us.  Use this same rope that you use to let us down the wall.  You must also collect your whole family from the city and get them into your house.  Fetch your Dad and your Mom and your brother and everyone who belongs to 1your father's family.  Make sure they are all with you in the house.
We must warn you that if anyone of them goes out through the doors of your house, into the street, we cannot save him.  He will lose his life and it will be his own fault.  We cannot be responsible for that.  But, 2we promise you that if they are here with you, none of them will get hurt.  We shall be responsible to see that no one harms them.
But if you let this secret of ours out, then this whole deal falls through.  In that case we cannot keep the promise that you asked us to give you.
Rahab replied:  I agree with what you have said.  I shall do as you say.  With that she sent the scouts away, and they left.  She then tied 3the bright red rope to the window and let it hang outside down the wall.

1your father's family:  This is a Hebrew way of saying “your whole family” or “your official family.”  It would include her mother’s family as well as her father’s.
2we promise you:  The scouts promised Rahab that they would save her whole family.  But there were conditions attached to their promise, and she must keep her side of the bargain.  


A QUESTION:  

Can you tell how many conditions there were, and what they were?
THE ANSWER:  There were four conditions.  They were:
- Rahab must tie the red rope to her window and let it hang down the wall.

- She must get her whole family into her house.

- No one must then go out of the house.

- Rahab must make sure that this whole business remains a secret.
3the bright red rope:  The rope was dyed red using the eggs of special little insect worms.  The Hebrew word for ‘rope’ that is used here can also mean “hope.”  That red rope was Rahab’s only hope of surviving the attack by the Israelites and God against her city of Jericho.  Nobody else in Jericho would notice the rope hanging down the wall.  Everyone was scared of the Israelites who were camping not far from their town.  If anyone did notice that rope he would not have understood its secret.
Rahab’s story is an excellent example and lesson of how God forgives anyone, no matter how badly they have sinned, if they turn to him and believe in him.  More than that: Rahab was not only forgiven for being a prostitute, but she was honoured.  She is one of the great heroines of the Bible.  Her life of dedication to God is an example to us all.  What she was in the past does not matter.  It is how she ended up that is important.  God saved her.
2:22-24  THE SCOUTS REPORT BACK TO JOSHUA
The scouts left Rahab and went, as she had suggested, into the mountain.  They stayed there for three days, until the soldiers trying to catch them gave up searching and returned to Jericho.  Those soldiers searched everywhere along the road to the Jordan River, but they found nothing.
So the two men returned to the Israelite camp.  They came down from the mountain and crossed the Jordan River.  They went to Joshua Nun and reported to him all that had happened to them.  
They said to Joshua:  Truly, Sir, the Lord has given us the whole land.  And as for all the people living there, they are so scared that they don't know how to fight.  1They are terrified because of us.
1They are terrified:  This was the important information that Joshua wanted to know.  If the people of the land were scared of the Israelites, then there was no need for the Israelites to be scared of the people of the land they were going to attack.
From what they had seen and heard, the scouts were confident that there were clear signs that the Lord was going to help them to conquer this country.  
When one is faced with a great challenge, it is so important to have confidence.  God likes to give us confidence.
Chapter 3

3:1-4  THE ISRAELITES GO TO THE JORDAN RIVER
One morning 1Joshua was up bright and early.  He and all the Israelites left 2the Valley of Acacias and went to the Jordan River.  They camped there next to the river before they crossed over.
On the third day men who were 3prefects went throughout the camp and told the people to get ready to move across the river.  
They said:  You will see 4the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God and the priests and 5Levites.  When you see the priests carrying the ark you must pack up, take down your tents and leave the place where you have camped, and follow the ark.
Make sure that you stay a good distance away from the ark.  Leave a space of a kilometre between you and it.  Do not go anywhere near that ark!  Obey this instruction so that the ark may lead you so that you know the way you must go.  You are going somewhere you have never been before and you are going to have an experience you have never had before.  The ark will get you there successfully.  So treat it with great respect.
1Joshua was up bright and early:  This was to be a great moment in Joshua's life.  It was time for the Israelites to enter the Promised Land, and Joshua was to lead them there.  The time had come for God to show the Israelites that he would use Joshua to lead them in the same way that he had used Moses.
What an exciting day it is going to be when God raises the dead!  Jesus is then going to lead all his people into heaven.  We know from the gospels that Jesus rose from the dead “bright and early.”
2the Valley of Acacias:  This valley cuts into the mountains that rise sharply in the east out of the wide Jordan Valley.  The Israelite camp was about twenty kilometres away from the river.  So it would have taken the Israelites a day to get to the Jordan River from their camp in the Valley of Acacias.
3prefects:  These prefects were junior officers or junior officials.  They carried the orders to all the people.  They were like secretaries or organisers.
4the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God:  The Ark was a big wooden box made of acacia wood and covered in gold.  Acacia is a very hard wood.  The Ark had been made by the Israelites while they were in the Sinai desert.  It was more than a metre long, and nearly a metre wide as well as high.  On the top of it were two angels, with wings stretched out, facing each other at either end.  They were made of solid gold.  

Only the priests were allowed to carry the Ark.  It had rings on either side through which two long poles were passed.  The priests carried the ark by putting the poles on their shoulders.

The whole idea of the Ark of the Covenant was that it was the sign that God was with his people, and that these people, the Israelites, belonged to God.  It was the same sort of idea as a wedding ring that shows that a man and a woman belong to each other for life.  In Hebrew the word "covenant" also has the idea of something holy that makes us clean.  

Inside the Ark were two stone tablets with the Ten Commandments carved on them.  There was also a pot of manna, the food that God sent from the sky each morning for the nation to eat while they were in the desert.  There was also the rod of the High Priest, which had been Aaron's rod.  That rod, a dry stick, had once miraculously produced flowers overnight.  Aaron, of course, like his brother Moses, was dead by now.  His son Eleazar had taken over as the High Priest [elee-ay-za OR in Hebrew el-ah-zar, which means God (El) helps.]
The word Covenant means a friendship or a good relationship between God and his people.  A true believer is someone who is God's friend.
5Levites:  The Levites were the people who belonged to the tribe of Levi.  The priests also came from the tribe of Levi.  God had given the tribe of Levi a special work to do.  They were to look after the things of God.  They had to take care of the Tabernacle and everything in it, including the Ark.  
The work of the Levites was to minister for God, to organise worship, to support the priests, and to carry the Tabernacle and all its holy things when they moved from one place to another.  
However, only the priests were allowed to carry the Ark.
3:5-8  THE ISRAELITES GET READY FOR A MIRACLE
Then Joshua gave the people a special instruction:  1Prepare yourselves for something special.  Get ready for something holy to happen, because tomorrow God is going to do a miracle.  He is going to do things that are wonderful and marvellous, things that are impossible for us to do.
Joshua then told the priests what to do:  Pick up the Ark of the Covenant.  You are going to cross over the river ahead of the people.  So the priests lifted up the Ark of the Covenant and went ahead of the people.

The Lord spoke to Joshua.  He said:  Today I shall start to make you famous and highly respected.  All Israel will realise that just as 2I supported and used Moses, so I shall support you.

So when you get to the edge of the water of the Jordan River, order the priests who carry the Ark of the Covenant to go and stand right in the water at the edge of the Jordan.

1Prepare yourselves for something special:  The Hebrew word is “Dedicate yourselves” or "Consecrate yourselves."  Make sure that “you are holy” tomorrow.  
To be consecrated meant that the Israelites had to have a bath and be clean.  They would also have to wash their clothes so that they would feel clean and fresh.
This is the same sort of thing that we do when we prepare ourselves for a special occasion, and dress up for it.  Consecrate yourselves means not just that the people be well dressed but it also really means that they be well behaved.
2I supported and used Moses:  God had performed many great miracles through Moses, so that Moses had successfully got the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt.  He got the whole nation through the Red Sea, destroying the whole Egyptian army in the process.  He then brought them safely through the Sinai desert, to the Jordan Valley.  For 40 years God had looked after the whole Israelite nation in the desert.  The nation experienced many miracles under Moses' leadership.
Now the Israelites were faced with a river, and there was no way for the people to get across.  There were no bridges, no boats or rafts, and nowhere shallow enough to wade through.  The river was also in flood at that time.  It would need a miracle to get to the other side.  And Moses was no longer there to perform a miracle and get them all across the river.
3:9-13  WHAT GOD IS GOING TO DO
Joshua spoke to the Israelites.  He said to them:  Come here!  Gather around me.  I want you to listen to what I tell you.  This is a message from the Lord your God.
When the people came together Joshua said:  Let me explain to you what is going to happen.  God is now going to do something very special for you.  He is going to perform a great miracle for you to see.  This is how you will get to know that God, who is alive and real, is here with you.  He will go ahead of you and drive out all these heathen nations so that you can take over their land.  He will make it possible for you to occupy and inherit this country.  He will give you 1the territory of 2the Canaanites and 3the Hittites, as well as the land of 4the Hivites, 5the Perizzites and the Girgashites.  The Lord will also help you to take over the areas where 6the Amorites and 7the Jebusites live.
Don't worry about all those nations.  Don't be scared of them.  Just watch the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord.  The Lord is the Chief Ruler of the whole world, and his Ark will go in front of you right into the Jordan River.
I now want you to choose 12 men from the tribes of Israel, one man from each tribe.  I shall tell them what to do.
This is what is going to happen:  The priests are going to carry the Ark of the Lord of the whole world into the waters of the Jordan River.  The moment the priests step barefoot into the water the Jordan River will stop flowing.  The water coming downstream will be cut off higher up in the river.  All the water is going to collect upstream and stand up in a great heap like a huge dam.
1the territory:  God had promised Abraham over 500 years before that he would give his descendents this territory of the Canaanites.  God said that his people would take over the lands of 10 nations. Genesis 15.21  Moses had recently promised the Israelites that they would take over the lands of 5 nations. Exodus 13.5  Now Joshua is telling the Israelites that they are going to take over the lands of 7 nations.  
2the Canaanites:  The word "Canaanites" was used to describe all the nations living in Canaan or Palestine.  They lived along the Mediterranean Sea's coast and in the Jordan valley.  Rahab, the woman who lived on the wall of Jericho, was a Canaanite.  They were also known as the Phoenicians [f’nee-shins].  When the Philistines [fil-is-tighns] attacked the Phoenicians and settled in the Gaza Strip, the Phoenicians (or Canaanites) ended up settling in the ports of Tyre [tigh-ya] and Sidon [sigh-din] which are to the north, in what is now Lebanon.
The Canaanites worshiped all sorts of gods.  A chief god was Baal [bah-al].  They also worshiped a number of goddesses, especially goddesses of sex and war.  So there was no way in which the Israelites and the Canaanites could have lived together in peace.  The Israelites worshiped their holy God while the Canaanites worshiped gods who encouraged bad behaviour and even cruelty.   God awarded the land to the Israelites when he had had enough of the wickedness and evil of the Canaanites over hundreds of years.
3the Hittites [chit-tights, ch as in loch]  The Chittites were a powerful ancient nation who built a great empire and were greatly feared.  They conquered Aleppo in Syria and Babylon in Iraq.  
The Hittites were the first people to discover how to smelt iron, and so started the Iron Age.  They also invented chariots.  They were powerful and cruel.  Everyone was scared of them.  Even the Israelites were frightened of them.  Joshua had to persuade his people not to be scared because God would fight for them and help them to fight.  Under God's leadership and with his help they would defeat even the terrible Hittites.
In Abraham’s time, which was about 600 years before Joshua, things were different with the Hittites.  Abraham got on very well with some of them.  When his wife Sarah died Abraham bought a field with a cave in it from a Hittite, in order to bury her.  The local Hittites highly respected Abraham and were glad to sell him the field.  But 600 years later they were a terrible people.  However, Rahab was one example of a person who believed in God while living in a very sinful society.
However, in the time of Abraham’s son Isaac things were different.  Esau married two Hittite women.  They were a source of irritation and trouble to Esau himself and especially to Jacob’s mother, Rebekah.  So Rebekah and Isaac got Jacob to go back to Northern Syria to get a wife from Abraham’s relatives.  Jacob found two wives there, Leah and Rachel, who became the mothers of the twelve tribes of Israel.
4the Hivites [chi-vights, ch as in loch]:  The Chivites lived in Lebanon, and around Mount Hermon in western Syria.  A few hundred years later some of them would help King David and King Solomon to build the Temple.  David got the wood from the Hivites, who floated the cedar logs in the sea along the coast to Israel.  Solomon built the Temple using that wood.  His father David had bought it from the King of Tyre in Lebanon.
This means that many of the Hivites actually survived Joshua and Israel's attacks in the land of Canaan.  They moved further north instead of trying to fight the Israelites.

5the Perizzites [pe-riz-zights] and Girgashites [gir-g’shights]:  We know little or nothing about the Perizzites or the Girgashites.  
The Perizzites lived in villages in the hills of Canaan.  
We know nothing about the Girgashites.  
6the Amorites [am-or-rights]:  The Amorites were another powerful nation, like the Hittites.  Sometimes the word Amorites simply meant all the local nations, just as the word Canaanites sometimes did.  Generally speaking, the Amorites lived up in the mountains while the Canaanites lived down near the sea or down in the Jordan valley.  Amorites lived on both sides of the Jordan River.  The Amorites were very powerful in the time of Abraham.  They conquered Assyria (today, Syria) and Babylon (today, Iraq.)  
The Amorites were well organised.  One of their greatest kings, who had previously ruled in Babylon, was called Hammurabi [ham-moo-rah-bee].  He gave his people a famous set of ancient laws, just as Moses gave to the Israelites.  But whereas Moses got his laws from God, Hammurabi and his advisers made their own laws.  Nevertheless those laws strengthened them as a nation, and this made the Israelites scared of them.  On top of this, they were a very evil people.  Evil people usually have a reputation that is scary.
Yet Moses had already defeated two of the Amorite nations.  He and the Israelites had defeated King Sihon [see-chawn, ch as in loch] and King Og [awg] who lived on the east side of the Jordan.  That is where Joshua and the people camped as they got near the Jordan River.  That is also where the tribes of Reuben and Gad and half of Manasseh had settled as their part of the Promised Land.  But the problem with people is that so often, even if they have won one battle, they are scared of fighting another one.  They get frightened of people's reputations.
7the Jebusites [je-boo-sights OR y'voo-see in Hebrew]:  The Jebusites lived in the mountains of Palestine.  Although they were a minor or small tribe, they would call the powerful Amorite tribes to help them if they were in danger.  
One of their strongholds was the town of Jebus [je-voos].  They built a very high wall around Jebus to defend themselves.  A part of that wall can still be seen today - it is huge, massive!

It is very difficult to attack a town that is protected by a very thick and very high wall.  The soldiers on top of the wall could easily throw spears or rocks down onto any attackers trying to climb up the wall.  It takes a lot of courage to attack a place like that.

The future history of the fortress of Jebus is interesting:  The tribe of Judah did manage to conquer it, and burnt it, and left it.  But later on the Jebusites came back, cleaned it up and lived in it once more.  This time they could not be driven out.  They stayed in the town as a heathen tribe, inside the territory that was taken over by Judah.  They remained there, with contempt for the Israelites, for several generations until the time of the new King David.  Even he could not enter Jebus by trying to get his soldiers to climb over the walls.  But one of his captains managed to find a secret way into the town and was thus able to attack and capture Jebus.  David made Jebus his capital when he became king of all Israel.  He renamed the town Jerusalem.
From this section we can see that the Israelites were very nervous about entering the Promised Land.  They had been slaves for generations in Egypt.  After they left Egypt they had wandered about in the desert for another 40 years because they were being punished by God for not trusting and obeying him.  Moses, who had led them so well since they came out of Egypt, had recently died.

Now they faced a new challenge.  Even though they had defeated the powerful Amorite kings, Sihon and Og, they were worried about how they were going to go to war with all those heathen nations who were stronger than they were.
God knew how nervous they were.  So he told Joshua to tell them that he would perform a great miracle for them, to boost their confidence in their God.  That would also bring great respect for their new leader Joshua.

3:14-17  THE MIRACLE OF CROSSING THE JORDAN
The time had now come for the people to leave the place where they had set up their tents.  They were now going to cross 1the Jordan River.  The priests were carrying the Ark.  The Ark was the sign of the covenant or agreement that God had with his people.  The Ark went ahead of the people.
When the priests carrying the Ark reached the river, they waded into the edge of the water.  At this time of the year the level of the river was high, for it was harvest time.  The force of the water was 2eroding its banks, tearing off bits of soil at the edge.
As the priests carrying the Ark put their feet into the water, the river suddenly stopped flowing.  It stopped although the Jordan River is normally flooded during the whole of the harvest time, and when it floods, the water rises above the level of the river banks.  But now the massive flow that came down from upstream dried up.  Far up the river 3the water had formed a lake and the level had risen as if in a dam.  This blockage happened at a place called 4Adam which is near the town of Zarethan [tsar-e'tan].  The water flowing down to the Dead Sea was completely cut off.  So the people were able to cross over to the other side, opposite the city of Jericho.
The priests who were carrying the Ark, the Covenant of the Lord, stood on dry, firm ground right in the middle of the Jordan riverbed.  While the Ark was there the whole of Israel was crossing over on the dry ground.  The Ark stayed there until the whole nation had finished crossing the Jordan.

1the Jordan River:  The Jordan River is the most famous river in the Bible.  It flows from the Lake of Galilee to the Dead Sea, which is a distance of less than 100 kilometres.  But the river winds from side to side as it flows down the Jordan Valley.  This means that if one were to canoe down the river, the trip would be about 200 kilometres long.  By the time the river reaches the Dead Sea, where it comes to an end, it is over 1,000 feet or 300 metres below sea-level.
In those days there were no bridges across the Jordan River.  The Romans were the first people to put bridges across the river.  That was done about 50 years before Christ was born.

The hardest place to cross the Jordan was where the Israelites were - opposite Jericho, which was on the other side.  Here the river is, very roughly, about 50 yards wide, and, very roughly, about 10 feet deep.  The force of the water is strong and powerful, and it is muddy.  But when the river is in flood it is even wider, deeper and more powerful, as well as muddier.  It is then much more intimidating.
Normally the nation would have had to go far up the Jordan Valley to find a place where they could cross.  But with the river in flood there would be very few places to cross, and any crossing there might be would be difficult.  With children and old people and animals it would be impossible.
2eroding its banks:  The Hebrew word that is used for "banks" here means "banks that are being eroded."  The flood was washing away the soil on the edges of the river.  This was a clear sign that the river could not be crossed.  
3the water had formed a lake:  The Hebrew says that "the waters stood up in one heap." 
4Adam:  Adam was a small village about 20 miles upstream from the Israelites.  It was on the east side of the river, that is, on the same side that the Israelites were on.  Zarethan was a small town further upstream, also on the same side of the Jordan.
There are two records of the Jordan River damming up as a result of an earthquake further upstream:

- The latest known event was nearly 10 years after the end of the First World War, which was fought between 1914 and 1918.  On that occasion the flow of the Jordan River was cut off for nearly 24 hours.  
- The other recorded event was over 600 years before that, during the time of the Crusades.  Round about the year 1000 the Turks, who were Muslims, conquered Palestine.  The Christians in Europe called Palestine the Holy Land, and several attempts were made by Christian armies, called Crusades, to win the Jerusalem and the Holy Land back for Christianity.  These attempts lasted a few hundred years, and were unsuccessful in the end.  Palestine remained a Turkish and Muslim land until the First World War, when a British army conquered the Turkish army.  
But during the time of the Crusades, everyone in Western Europe was interested in anything that happened in Palestine.  So the interruption of the flow of the Jordan River was noticed and recorded.  It happened a generation before the year 1300 AD (that is, a little more than 30 years before 1300.)
The Jordan valley is part of one of the major cracks in the earth's surface.  This crack runs from north of the Sea of Galilee right down into Africa.  From time to time there are earthquakes along this fault-line.
Chapter 4

4:1-3  THE TWELVE STONES
The whole nation completed the crossing of the Jordan River successfully.  Once they were all safely across God spoke again to Joshua.  He reminded him of his previous order to the Israelites that said:
1Choose 12 men, from among the people, one man from each tribe.  
Order them to fetch 12 stones from the middle of the Jordan River.  They are to get them from the place where the feet of the priests stood.  They must carry those stones across with you people and set them up at 2the place where you stay tonight.
1Choose 12 men:  God now repeats to Joshua what Joshua had told the Israelites on the other side of the Jordan.  They had to select 12 men, one from each tribe.  
When something like this is repeated in the Bible, repeated by God, it means that it is especially important.  It is the same with us: Whenever we have an important announcement, it usually gets repeated.

This miracle of crossing the Jordan is especially important to God, and he wants his people never to forget it.  They must always remember it.
2the place where you stay tonight:  This would be their first night in the Promised Land.  The promise that God had made to Abraham 600 years before, had now come true and been fulfilled.  This was a very important moment in the history of the nation of Israel.  It was a day they should always remember.
4:4-7  THE TWELVE STONES FROM THE JORDAN
Joshua now called to the twelve men whom he had appointed from among the Israelites.  There was one man from each of the tribes, so that all the twelve tribes were involved.  
Joshua gave them these instructions.  He said:  Go across the riverbed, 1right up to the Ark of the Lord your God, which is in the middle of the Jordan.  Each one of you must pick up one big stone.  Carry it on your shoulder.  Each stone is for one of the tribes of the Israelites.
Do it as I have said so that 2this will be a memorial among you.  It will be there in the time of your children.  When they show an interest in it and ask you what those stones are for, you can tell them about this event.  
Tell them how the waters of the Jordan were cut off from the presence of the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord.  When the Ark came to cross over the Jordan the flow of water was cut off.  So these stones are a permanent reminder for the future to the people of Israel of what has happened now.

1right up to the Ark:  In chapter 3 Joshua had told all the Israelites to keep a big distance away from the Ark.  Now these twelve men are told to go right up to the Ark in order to do a special task for the nation and for the future.
God’s people are to keep God’s rules.  But there can come special times when we have to leave out a rule for some important or urgent reason.  Showing respect for the ark by keeping a distance from it on their way to the Jordan River was the right thing to do.  But now it was important to pick up a small rock at the place the ark stood in order for future generations to remember.  Those rocks would teach those born later about a miracle that they had never seen.

2this will be a memorial:  They did not have cameras or videos in those days.  To remember something important, they would make a monument to it.  This monument or memorial was very simple: just twelve large stones carried from the middle of the riverbed, where the ark had stood, to be put in a pile where the Israelites camped that night.

God wanted future generations of Israelites to remember this miracle.  The whole nation had seen what had happened at the Jordan River on this occasion.  But their children, who would be born in the future, would need to be told about it so that they would believe in God and trust him.

4:8-9  WHERE THE STONES WERE TAKEN TO
That is what the Israelites did.  They carried out the instructions that Joshua gave them.  They took twelve stones from the middle of the Jordan, just as the Lord had told Joshua to do.  The twelve stones represented all the twelve tribes of Israel.  All the tribes had a share in this great miracle.  The men carried these stones with them to the place where they set up camp.  There they put them down in their permanent place.

So Joshua set up 12 stones that had been in the middle of the Jordan at the spot where the feet of the priests who were carrying the Ark had been stationed.  That was right in the middle of the Jordan riverbed.  The whole nation had seen this.  1That pile of stones is still there at the time that the book of Joshua was being written, many years later.

1That pile of stones is still there:  Experts or scientists, called archaeologists [ar-key-ola-jists], have not yet been able to tell us when Joshua and the Israelites crossed the Jordan.  Different experts give different dates.  What we do know is that the crossing of the Jordan was 40 years after the Exodus.  Experts differ as to when the Exodus took place.
What we know is that the book of Joshua was written during his life-time.  Joshua was possibly in his 60's or maybe 70's when he became leader of the Israelites, and we know that he was 110 years old when he died.  So the book could possibly have been written something like 30 years after they crossed the Jordan.  At that time the pile of stones was still there.

But from then on the crossing of the Jordan was accurately recorded in writing.  This writing eventually became a part of the Bible.
All the Old Testament books were gathered together to form the Bible about a thousand years after the time of Joshua.  
All the books of the Bible were written at different times over a period of more than 1000 years.  

There was a gap of about 400 years between the end of the Old Testament and the beginning of the New Testament.  

The books of the Old Testament were decided or agreed on by Jewish religious leaders.  The process began some time before 400 BC, and lasted about 500 years before everyone agreed which books should be in the Bible.  The final decision was taken in about 100 AD.

The books of the New Testament were gathered together, and fully and finally agreed upon, just before 400 AD.
4:10-14  THE ISRAELITES ARE READY TO FIGHT
The priests carrying the Ark were standing right in the middle of the Jordan.  They stayed there until everything that God had commanded Joshua to tell the people to do was completed.  It was all done just as Moses had commanded Joshua.  The people hurried up and they crossed over to the other side.
As soon as all the people finished crossing over, the Ark of the Lord and the priests crossed over to the front of the people.
The others who also crossed over were soldiers from the tribe of Reuben, the tribe of Gad and half of the tribe of Manasseh.  They went along with the rest of the Israelites, just 1as Moses had told them.  
There were about 40 000 from these two and a half tribes.  Under the authority of the Lord they were fit to fight in the war that the Israelites faced.  They crossed over the Jordan to 2the area that led to the city of Jericho.
On that day the Lord gave all the Israelites great confidence in Joshua.  They realised that the Lord had made him a great leader, and they respected him in the same way that they had honoured Moses.  For the rest of his life they held Joshua in awe as their leader.
1as Moses had told them:  Moses had told the two and a half tribes that they could have the area to the east of the Jordan as their home.  You can read about this in Deuteronomy chapter 3.  But they must first go over the Jordan and fight for the other tribes to get their homeland.
2the area that led to the city of Jericho:  This area is a large plain.  It lies near the Dead Sea.  It is the lowest part of the Jordan Valley.  Across the plain, away from the river, and lying near the foot of the mountain range, is the city of Jericho.  

Having crossed the Jordan, the Israelites were now at war with the nations that lived in Canaan, or Palestine.  They were ready for fighting because they had done all the right things.  
- They did what God had told Moses must be done.

- Joshua, their leader did what God told him to do.

- They also had 40 000 extra dedicated and useful soldiers who had come from the other side of the Jordan to strengthen their armed forces.  
- Above all, they had the Ark of the Lord their God and, with it, God's support.  This miracle at the Jordan had proved that very clearly.
- Finally, the whole nation had complete confidence in their leader, Joshua.  They regarded him as a competent leader who was in holy contact with the Lord.  This confidence would strengthen them greatly for the coming battles.  It would raise their spirits or their morale.
In any war, the two most important things for an army or any group of soldiers is 

- a capable leader, 

- and that the soldiers have confidence in him.  

In the Bible there is something even more important than that: 

- It is confidence in God, and obeying him, which then gives them God's support.
4:15-18  THE MIRACLE OF THE WATER
Then the Lord told Joshua:
Order the priests who are carrying 1the Ark that represents the Lord God to come up out of the Jordan.  

So Joshua commanded the priests:  Come up out of the Jordan!

The priests carrying 2the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord came up from the middle of the Jordan.  As soon as the priests moved away from where they had been standing barefooted, and got up onto the bank, the waters of the Jordan returned to their previous flow.  They once again flooded all the river banks.
1the Ark that represents the Lord God:  The Ark, in those days for those people, was rather like the Bible nowadays for us: it was to remind them of God.
2the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord:  The Covenant means that God had made a deal with the people of Israel.  He would be their God and look after them if they would listen to him and obey him.  The Ark was meant to remind them constantly of this covenant.
Here we see God looking after the nation, and we also see the people, under Joshua's leadership, listening to God and obeying him.

4:19-24  THE ISRAELITES ARRIVE IN THE PROMISED LAND
The people of Israel moved on from the Jordan on 1the tenth day of the first month.  They camped at 2a place called Gilgal.  This was right on the edge of the Promised Land, and to the east of the city of Jericho.  

At Gilgal Joshua made a monument with the 12 stones that they took from the Jordan.  
Joshua said to the Israelites:  When in future your grandchildren ask their fathers what these stones stand for, you can tell them.  

Tell them that Israel crossed over this Jordan River on dry ground.  
We got across like this because the Lord your God dried up the waters of the Jordan in front of you.  The riverbed remained dry until you had crossed over, in the same way that the Lord your God dried up the Red Sea.  He dried it up for us until we had got across it.
God has done these two great things for two reasons:  

- First, that all the peoples in the world may know that the Lord has shown that he is powerful, and that he is prepared to use his power to help us.

- Secondly, so that you may respect the Lord your God for the rest of your lives.
1the tenth day of the first month:  40 years before the crossing of the Jordan, the 10th day of the 1st month was the day of the Passover in Egypt.  That was the Israelites’ last day in Egypt.  40 years later this 10th day of the 1st month was their first day in the Promised Land.
2a place called Gilgal:  The name "Gilgal" can mean a wheel or a circle.  It was the place where the Israelites set up their first camp in the Promised Land.  We do not know exactly where Gilgal was.  But in the distance, at the foot of the mountain, was Jericho.  That would be the first city the Israelites would have to conquer.  Jericho was a little less than 10 miles away from where the Jordan enters the Dead Sea.
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