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Chapter 13
13.1-16  ISRAEL’S TEAM OF SCOUTS 

The Lord gave Moses an instruction.  He said:

I want you to select some men and send them off so that they may explore the land of Canaan that I am giving to the Israelites.  Choose one man from each of the tribes of Israel’s sons, all of them a leader from their tribe.

The names of the twelve scouts are given, one from each tribe, all of them leaders of the Israelites.  (You can read the list of those names in your Bible.)

Then there is a list of the twelve tribes of Israel.

The tribe of Reuben.   [roo-bin] [
The tribe of Simeon.   [simmi-in]
The tribe of Judah.   [joo-da] was Caleb [kay-lib].

The tribe of Issachar.   [issa-ka]
The tribe of Ephraim [ef-ree-im] was Hoshea [hoh-shee-a] , that is, Joshua.

The tribe of Benjamin.   [ben-ja-min]
The tribe of Zebulun.   [zeb-yoo-lin]
The tribe of Manasseh,  [m’nassa], a tribe of Joseph, as was Ephraim.

The tribe of Dan.

The tribe of Asher.   [ash-a]
The tribe of Naphtali.   [naf-ta-lee]
The tribe of Gad.

Moses gave Hoshea the name Joshua.  He was the son of a man called Nun.  So he was known as Joshua son of Nun.

13.17-20  WHAT THE SCOUTS WERE TO DO

Moses sent the scouts out to explore the country of Canaan.  He told them:  Leave the safety of our camp and go through the Negev Desert [ne-gev].  Then go up into the hill-country.  

Get a good look at the land and see what it is like.  Study the people living in the country.  See whether they are powerful or weak, and whether there are many of them or just a few.

What is the country like where the people live?  Is it good farming land or poor?  What are the towns like that the people live in?  Do they just live in camps or do they live in strongly built forts?

Inspect the soil: is it good for farming and fertile, or is it poor and difficult to farm?  Do trees grow there, or not?  Make a special effort to fetch some fruit from the land, for it is now the season for the early grapes.

13.21-25  THE SCOUTS EXPLORE CANAAN

The scouts went up towards the mountains and explored the country.  They travelled from the harsh desert where they had been, all the way up north.  They went right up to the far north, further even than the city of Damascus.  

The scouts went through the Negev Desert and came to Hebron.  Three well-known giants lived there.  They were descendants of the most famous giant called Anak [a-nak].  Hebron had been built up as a city and a fort just seven years before the town of Zoan in Egypt was built.  Zoan was where the Israelites began their journey of the exodus.

They came to a valley near Hebron.  Grapevines grew there.  They were no ordinary grapevines.  Their grapes were enormous!  They cut off part of a branch with just a single cluster of grapes on it.  They tied it to a pole for two men to carry between them.  They also collected some of the pomegranates and some of the figs.

They called that place Cluster Valley.  In Hebrew it’s called Eshcol Valley [esh-kol].  They named it after that huge cluster of grapes that the Israelites cut from there.

They returned from exploring the country at the end of forty days.  What they did was something very important for Israel.

13.26-29  THE REPORT OF THE SCOUTS

Finally, the scouts left Canaan and came back to Moses and Aaron.  They also came back to a big crowd of Israelites that gathered to meet them, in the desert at Kadesh.  The scouts gave their report to the whole gathering, and showed them the fruit of the land.

The scouts reported to Moses.  They said:  We went into the land where you sent us.  It is indeed a land of wealth and plenty, a land, shall we say: “flowing with milk and honey.”  You can see that from this fruit we brought.

However, there’s also a problem:  It’s that the people who live in this country are powerful.  The towns are built like forts, very large forts.  And we even saw the descendants of Anak the giant there.

Then there is the Amalek nation living in the Negev Desert area.  The powerful Hittite nation live up in the hill country.  Up there are also the Jebusites in the fortress of Jebus, as well as the nation of the Amorites.  Then there are the Canaanites living by the sea, and still more Canaanites along the Jordan River banks.  There are so many of them, and they are powerful and everywhere.

13.30-33  THE FEARS OF THE SCOUTS

Then Caleb, near to Moses, told the people to be quiet.  He said:  We must definitely go up and take over the country.  We can certainly do it.

But the men who went exploring with Caleb said:  No, we cannot go up against these people because they are stronger than we are.  

So they produced a bad report about the land that they had explored.  They got the people worried and scared.  They said:  The land we travelled through when we explored it is a dangerous place to live in.  All the men we saw there are massive in size.  They are really big!  

Over there is where we saw these terrible giants.  They are descendants of the legendary Anak.  Those people are descended from those dreadful giants.  They made us feel so small, like little grasshoppers, compared to them.  And you wanted to see the way they looked down on us, as if we were just insects to them.

Chapter 14
14.1-4  ISRAEL COMPLAINS ABOUT ATTACKING CANAAN

The whole assembly was shocked and troubled, and they put up a loud complaint.  Everyone was shouting in their unhappiness.  People were crying.  They cried right through the night.

They criticized Moses and Aaron.  The whole of Israel turned against them.  The whole assembly complained.  They shouted:  If only we had died back in Egypt, or even in this desert.  If only we had all died!  

Why is the Lord bringing us to this country just to be killed in a war with these people?  Our wives and children are going to be kidnapped by these nations, and stolen from us.  Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?

They talked this over together, and then decided:  We should put someone in charge to lead us back to Egypt.

14.5-9  JOSHUA AND CALEB STAND UP FOR GOD

This was a major disaster for Moses and Aaron.  They fell down on their knees in front of the whole crowd of Israelites who were gathered there.

It was also a big crisis for Joshua and Caleb, who were among the scouts who had explored the country.  The two of them tore their clothes in despair.

Joshua and Caleb then spoke to the whole crowd of Israelites.  They said:  The country we travelled through when we explored it is an excellent country.  It’s a very, very good land indeed!  It is most suitable and just what we need.

Remember that our getting there is up to God.  If the Lord is pleased with us, he will get us safely into their country.  That’s the land the Lord is going to give us.  It’s a wonderful and blessed country, a land flowing with milk and honey.  

But please don’t argue with the Lord and turn against him like this.  I’m telling you that you must not be scared of the people of that land.  We are going to beat them!  They have turned away to evil and so have lost any hope of getting God’s protection.  But the Lord is with us, so don’t be afraid of them.

14.10-12  GOD GETS CROSS WITH THE PEOPLE

The whole crowd of Israel got together and came up with the idea of killing Joshua and Caleb by hurling big stones at them.  But then the Lord stepped in.  He appeared at the Tent where the nation meets for worship.

The Lord spoke to Moses.  He said:  For how much longer are these people going to go on letting me down like this?  Where do they get such contempt for me?  Why on earth can they not believe in me despite all the miracles that I have done for them?

I am going to cause a virus to hit them, and destroy them.  But I shall make you into an even greater and more powerful nation than Israel is.

14.13-16  MOSES PRAYS TO THE LORD

Then Moses pleaded with the Lord.  He said:  If you kill all these people of yours the Egyptians will hear about it.  News will certainly reach them because by your great power you brought this nation out of Egypt from right among them.  

Then they will tell the news to everyone living in that country.  The Egyptians understood that you, the Lord, were with these people of Israel.  They knew that you, the Lord, were actually visible to the Israelites.  The Israelites could see you in the form of your cloud that remained over them.  There was also the column of cloud that went in front of them during the day, and that became a column of fire to give light by night.

If you put these people to death, the whole lot of them, then the nations will have something to say.  Those who heard the news about you will say:  

The Lord was not able to get these people into the country that he promised them.  That’s why he killed them off in the desert.

14.17-19  MOSES ASKS GOD TO FORGIVE THE PEOPLE

So now, my Lord, show how great your ability is.  Do what you said you do.  

You said that you do not easily get angry.  You said that it takes a lot to make you get cross.  That’s because you have so much love for us that you forgive sin.  You even forgive those who turn away from you.  Yet of course you certainly don’t leave people unpunished when they deserve it.  You also punish the children for the sins of their parents.  You even punish the children’s children and their children too.  You punish people right down to the third and the fourth generations.  You are definitely not a softie.  You have said this yourself.

But now, please forgive the sin of this people.  Forgive them because your love is so wonderful, so great.  Forgive them the way you kept forgiving them from the time they left Egypt, right until now.  You can forgive and you can punish; you can punish and you can forgive.

14.20-25  GOD ANSWERS MOSES’ PRAYER

Then God answered Moses.  He said:  Alright!  I forgive them.

But I want to make this absolutely clear:  I do exist, and my honour and majesty fills the whole world.

Therefore, all the people who saw my greatness and my miracles that I did in Egypt and in the desert shall be punished.  They will be punished because they have doubted me.  They have done this ten times already.  They won’t obey my orders.

They are not going to see the land that I promised to their ancestors.  All those who have criticised me and rejected me shall not see it!

But that does not apply to my servant Caleb.  That’s because he has a different attitude and spirit in him.  He has full confidence in me.  So I shall bring him into the country that he explored, and his descendants will inherit it and settle there.  

But for now, we shall leave your enemies the Amalekites alone, and we shall leave the wicked Canaanites living in the whole length of their country.  Tomorrow you must turn back.  Get yourselves back toward the desert.  Head off down south, back to the way you came, toward the Red Sea.  

14.26-35  GOD EXPLAINS THEIR PUNISHMENT

Then the Lord explained to Moses and Aaron why he was doing this.  He said:

This crowd has bad intentions.  They are causing me grief.  It just goes on and on.  When is it going to stop?  They are obstinate and stubborn and constantly complaining about me.  I have picked up the complaints of the Israelites who are complaining against me and criticising me.

You tell them from me, that I can assure them that this is my decision.  It is final!  I will not put up with this.  What you said, and what I clearly heard, is exactly what I shall do to you.  

Yes!  You ARE going to drop dead in this desert, just as you said!  All who attended that numbering, when the whole of Israel was counted, will die in the desert.  It will apply to everyone who was then twenty or older.  It’s all those people who have criticised me.  

Not one of you will enter that country that I promised to give you to live in as your new home.  Only Caleb and Joshua will get there.

But your families, whom you said would be targets for kidnappers, will get there.  I shall get them safely into the country, and they will enjoy the land that you refused to enter.

But as for the rest of you, you shall be buried in this desert.  And that’s all there is to it!

But unfortunately your children will be looking after your cattle in the desert for the next forty years.  Your families will suffer thanks to your unfaithfulness.  So they will have to stay there until the very last one of you is buried in the desert.

Because you have turned your back on me, and given up on me, I punish you as follows:  I take the number of days that you spent exploring the country, which was forty days.  For every day that you explored, there will be a year that you are held back in the desert.  I sentence you to a whole year for each day.  You will carry the consequences of your sins for forty years.  You will learn that that’s what happens when you become hostile toward me and break our friendship and become my enemies.

This is what I, the Lord, have decided.  I can assure you that I have made up my mind.  I will do this to the whole of this unfaithful nation who assembled together to vote against me.  In this desert is where they will finish up and come to an end.  Here is where they shall die!

14.36-38  WHAT HAPPENED TO THE SCOUTS

Now this is what happened to the men that Moses sent to explore the country.  They returned with a report that got the whole community upset with Moses and complaining against him.  This was because the report that they produced was a nasty and ugly rumour about the country.  

As a result, God punished the men who spread that slander about the land, saying that it was bad and hopeless.  They died.  They died of the killer plague.  The Lord saw to that.

But Joshua and Caleb survived.  They were the only ones of those men who went to explore the country who remained alive.

14.39-45  THE ISRAELITES GET BEATEN BY THE CANAANITES

Then Moses announced the news to all the people of Israel.  He told them what the Lord God had decided, and what their punishment was to be.  The people were utterly shocked, and filled with bitter regret for what they had done.  They collapsed into deep misery.

The next morning they recovered.  They decided to set off to go up the mountains of the hill country.  They announced:  Come on!  We are going up to the place that the Lord promised to give us.  We admit that we have sinned!  We made a big mistake!

But Moses said:   Why do you ignore the Lord like this?  Why do you take no notice of what he ordered you to do?  What you are about to do will not achieve anything.  You shall not succeed!

You must not go up into the hill-country and attack the Canaanites because the Lord will not support you.  If you don’t want to get yourselves hurt by those people who are your enemies, then stay here.  Don’t go up there!

Don’t go because the Amalekites and the Canaanites are ready for you.  If you try to attack them you are going to die in battle.  The reason for this is that you turned your back on the Lord.  Therefore the Lord is NOT going to help you.

But they wouldn’t listen.  They were determined to go right up to the top of the hill-country.  However, the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord did not leave the camp.  It stayed where it was.  So did Moses, their leader.

What Moses predicted happened.  The Amalekites and the Canaanites who were living in that hill-country came down to meet the Israelites.  They beat the Israelite army and defeated them.  They chased them for miles, to a place near a town close to the border with Edom.  The name of the town near the place where they ended up, exhausted and demoralised, was called, “Devastated!”

Chapter 15
15.1-7  RULES ON HOW TO WORSHIP GOD

Once again the Lord spoke to Moses.  He said:  

Speak to the Israelites.  Tell them that here are some guidelines on how to worship me.  You ARE going into that country.  You will have homes that I am going to give you.

There you will burn sacrifices to the Lord.  Some sacrifices will be to dedicate yourselves.  Some will be to make a vow or a promise.  There will be voluntary offerings that you just want to give to God.  Or there will be sacrifices when you have times of festivals and celebrations.  You will be able to present the lovely smell of roasted meat to the Lord from your herds of cattle or from your flocks of sheep.

Then with the meat that he offers to the Lord he must also present an offering of bread.  This tribute, or gift, must be baked from the finest quality flour, carefully measured.  Mix it with just the right amount of olive oil.

There must also be an offering of wine.  You must measure the right amount.  You must produce the wine with the meat offering or the sacrifice.  Serve it with the lamb.  Present it to the Lord.

Do the same if you present a ram to the Lord.  Make a bread offering from fine flour as a gift to honour the Lord.  Double the amount of flour (to 4 litres, roughly,) and mix with it more oil than you offer for a lamb (over a litre.)
Also offer some wine with which to toast the Lord and give him your respect and loyalty.  Measure the right amount: it must be more than you use for a lamb (which would be over a litre.)  Then offer it to the Lord to bring him pleasure.  Wine poured over roasted meat will smell very nice.

15.8-12  HOW TO WORSHIP THE LORD

That is also what you must do when you offer a young bull from your herd.  It may be an offering to DEDICATE yourselves to the Lord, or a sacrifice to make a VOW or promise to the Lord.  Or you could make a FRIENDSHIP offering to the Lord.

Then you must bring, with the bull, a gift of fine flour properly measured, (roughly 4 litres or 2 loaves of bread,) mixed with the right amount of oil (a bit more than a litre.)  That is a grain offering.
You must also bring wine to pour out onto the roasting meat.  Use the right amount (a bit more than a litre.)  It should make a pleasant smell.  This is the thing to do for the Lord.  It is a drink offering.
This is what is to be done for each bull or each ram or with any young lambs or goats.

However many sacrifices you may offer, this is what you must do with each one of them.

15.13-16  EVERYONE MUST WORSHIP THE SAME WAY

Everyone who was a born Israelite must offer sacrifices this way.  Everyone who wants to come to worship me must prepare a roast with a pleasant smell.  Do that for the Lord.

That also applies to any new-comer to Israel who visits your country.  The same thing applies to whoever settles down to live for generations among you.  If he offers a cooked sacrifice to the Lord, it must be a pleasant-smelling roast.  He must do it exactly the same way that you have to do it.

When the people get together the custom must be the same, both for you and for the visitor or stranger who lives with you.  This must be a permanent custom for your generations to come.  What applies to you applies to foreigners.  Both of you must worship the Lord the same way.

The same law and the same rule shall apply to you and to the person who is different from you and who lives in your territory.

15.17-21  DONATING FOOD TO THE LORD

The Lord spoke to Moses.  He said:

Speak to the Israelites.  Say to them:  When you get to the country where I’m taking you,

you will be able to eat the food that grows on the land.  Then you must donate some of it to the Lord.

Do this when you first start harvesting your crops.  Grind the grain into flour in order to make cake.  Contribute that directly from your threshing floor.  That’s how you should offer it to the Lord.

Make this a rule for all generations:  The first grain that is ground, from your crops, you give to the Lord.  God comes first.

15.22-26  SINS WE DID NOT MEAN TO DO

Here is what to do if you sin unintentionally.  This is if you fail to keep any of these commands that the Lord your God spoke to Moses about.

It applies to everything that the Lord commanded you through Moses.  This goes right back to when the Lord first gave those commands, and will also apply from then on for future generations.

First of all, what if the whole community did not realise that they were erring or failing, and it was an unintentional sin?  Then the whole community must offer one young bull from a herd.  That will be a Burnt Offering.  As the meat cooks, it will produce a pleasant smell.  That will be the sign that the Lord is pleased.  You must add its grain offering and its drink offering with it, as the rules say.  There must also be, from the goats, one male goat as a Sin Offering.

Then the priest must atone for the whole community of Israel.  The people will then be forgiven.  That sin was not deliberate.  It was a mistake, and the people brought an offering to the Lord which they burnt over a fire.  It was an offering for a sin that they admitted before the Lord.  It was for what they did that was wrong.

Then the whole community of Israel will be forgiven and pardoned.  This pardon will even include any foreigner living among the people of Israel.  God’s pardon for an unintentional sin is for all the people, for everyone.

15.27-29  WHEN ONE PERSON SINS UNINTENTIONALLY

If it is just a single person who sins but did not mean to do that, then he must bring an offering of a year-old female goat.  That is his Sin Offering.

The priest is to make atonement for the person who did not mean it, who sinned unintentionally.  The atonement will be on behalf of the Lord, and be for that person.  He will be forgiven and pardoned.

This rule applies to the person who is a citizen of Israel as well as to any foreigner living among the Israelites.  One law will be for you all.  It’s for anyone who sins without meaning to. 

15.30-31  WHEN SOMEONE DEFIES GOD

When someone commits a sin against God, deliberately, he must be dealt with and punished.  Take this action whether he is a citizen of Israel or a foreigner.  If he insults or offends the Lord out of arrogance he must be cut off from living among the people of Israel.  He is no longer wanted.  He is no longer a part of God’s people.  

If he deliberately resented the Word of the Lord, because he wanted to live recklessly, and therefore broke God’s commandment, that person must definitely be cut off.  He is guilty of a serious sin.
15.32-36  THE PERSON WHO BREAKS THE SABBATH

While the Israelites were in the desert, they found that a man was gathering firewood on the Sabbath day.  

The people who found him gathering wood brought him to Moses and to Aaron and to the whole assembly.

They left him under guard because what should be done to him had not been made clear.  

Then the Lord said to Moses:  The man must certainly die.  The whole assembly needs to stone him with stones outside the camp.

So the whole assembly took him outside the camp.  There they stoned him with stones, and he died.  They did what the Lord had ordered Moses to do.

15.37-41  GIVING THE PEOPLE DIGNITY

Once again the Lord spoke to Moses:  He said:

Encourage the people of Israel.  Tell them to make a border for themselves on the edges of their clothing.  They must do this for all generations from now on.  They must sow the border ribbon onto the edges of their clothes with purple thread.

You will wear that honourable border ribbon.  When you become aware of it you will remember what God expects of you.  You will recall the commandments of the Lord, and you will obey them.  That will stop you from just doing what you feel like doing and going after whatever you like.  You won’t then make the mistake of being unfaithful to me.  The ribbon you wear will remind you to be loyal to me, because it will make you feel important, important to me.

Then you will appreciate that you must keep all my commands.  In that way you will be faithful and dedicated to your God.

I am the Lord your God.  It is I who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God.  I am the Lord your God!

Chapter 16

16.1-3  KORAH CHALLENGES MOSES

A man called Korah [kaw-ra OR kaw-rach, ch as in loch] decided to take over the leadership of Israel.  He was a Levite.  Four other men who belonged to the tribe of Reuben [roo-bin] joined forces with him.  They included Dathan [day-thin] and Abiram [a’vee-raam] and a man called On [awn].

They rebelled against Moses.  Two hundred and fifty other men joined them.  They were men from the whole nation who had been appointed by the assembly and were important and well-known.

They all ganged up against Moses and against Aaron.  They complained to them, saying: You think too much of yourselves.  This whole gathering, all of them, are just as holy as you.  The Lord is also with them, and not just with you.  So why do you regard yourselves as more important than this assembly of leaders?

16.4-7  THE TEST OF WHO IS HOLY

When Moses heard this, he was terribly upset.  He fell down to pray.

Then he said to Korah and to his whole crowd:  In the morning the Lord will show who belongs to him and who is holy, and who is his priest.  That is who the Lord will support.  Whoever the Lord selects, that is who he will support.

This is what you must do:  Korah and all his crowd must fetch their fire-pots.

Then put fire in them and put incense in them, and present them to the Lord tomorrow.  Then the Lord will use that as a test to show us all who will be the man whom the Lord chooses.  He will be the one whom God regards as holy.  You sons of Levi have gone too far!
16.8-11  THE PRIVILEGE OF THE LEVITES

Moses spoke to Korah.  He said to him:  Listen, you Levites:  

How can you complain when the God of Israel has selected you from the whole nation of Israel?  You are to serve the Lord and come near to him.  You are special!  You are privileged!  You are to do duty in the Tent of the Lord.  You are responsible for the congregation, the worshiping people.  You are to serve them and organise things for them.

God has given you this privilege, as well as to all Levites.  But you also want to take over the priesthood!

So, you and all your gang who have got yourselves together: why are you picking on Aaron?  Why are you stirring up criticism against him?

16.12-15  DATHAN AND ABIRAM REBEL AGAINST MOSES

Moses also sent a message to call Dathan and Abiram [a-bigh-rim OR a’vee-raam] to come and see him.  But they refused to get up and come.

They sent a message back to Moses:  We have had enough of you!  You got us up and out from a good country where we enjoyed having plenty of good things.  Then you brought us into the desert to kill us off.  Now you want to be a dictator and control us!

On top of this you have NOT brought us into a good farming country.  You have not given us fields and vineyards as we were promised.  Whatever next are you going to do?  Are you going to rip out the eyes of these men?  No!  We will not come!

Moses was furious.  He said to the Lord:  Do not accept any gift that they offer you when they worship you.  

I have never taken a single donkey from them!  I have never wronged any one of them.

16.16-21  KORAH’S CROWD VERSUS MOSES AND AARON

Moses announced to Korah:  You and all your followers must come before the Lord tomorrow.  It is to be you and all of them, as well as Aaron.

Each man is to take his fire-pot or censer with him.  You must put incense in them and present them as an offering to the Lord.  Each one must have a censer for burning incense.  There must be 250 censers.  Both of you, Korah as well as Aaron, must each have your censer.

So they took each man his censer.  They put fire in them and they put incense in them.  Then they stood at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting for holy worship, with Moses and Aaron as well.

So Korah and his followers gathered against Moses and Aaron at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.  Then the magnificence of the glory of the Lord was seen.  It appeared to the whole assembly of Israel.

The Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron.  He gave them this warning:

Get yourselves right away from this assembly so that I can destroy them and put a complete end to their rebellion at once.

16.22-27  MOSES SEPARATES THE REBELS FROM ISRAEL

But Moses and Aaron fell flat on their faces instead.  They cried out to God:  No!  Please, God, no!  You are truly God, and the lives of the whole of mankind depend on you.  One man is sinning, so you mustn’t get angry with the whole assembly!  

Then the Lord spoke to Moses.  He said:

Well then, speak to the assembly of Israel.  Warn them!  Tell them:  Get right away from the tents of Korah, Dathan and Abiram!

Then Moses got up off his knees and went to Dathan and Abiram.  The elders of Israel followed him.

Moses warned the assembly, saying:  Move away!  This is an emergency!  Get right away from the tents of these guilty men.  Don’t have anything to do with them.  Otherwise you will be caught up in what is going to sweep them away.  It is going to destroy them because of all their sins.

So the people moved away from the area around the tents that were the homes of Korah, Dathan and Abiram.  However, Dathan and Abiram came out and remained standing at the entrance of their tents.  With them were their wives and children and their grandchildren.  

16.28-30  HOW THE REBELS WILL DIE

Then Moses said:  This is how you will know that it was the Lord who sent me to do all these things, and that it was not just what I wanted to do.

I can tell you that these men shall not die the way people usually die.  If they are meant to end their lives the way people naturally end their lives, then the Lord has not sent me to be your leader.

But what if the Lord invents something completely different?  What if they die by means of an earthquake!  Then, you will know that the Lord wants nothing at all to do with these men.  I tell you that the ground is going to break open and swallow them up.  They, and everything they own, will fall down alive to their doom.

16.31-35  THE END OF KORAH’S REBELLION

When Moses finished explaining all this, the earthquake happened.  The ground under these men split open.

A wide crack opened up in the earth and swallowed them and their families.  It took away every man who supported Korah, with all their belongings.

They, and everything they owned, fell down alive to their deaths.  Then the earth closed up over them, burying them completely.  By this means they were removed from the congregation.

All of Israel who were standing around fled at the sound of their terrified shrieks as they fell.  The Israelites panicked, shouting:  We must get away, in case the earth swallows us up!

On top of this fire broke out from the Lord.  It burnt to death the 250 men offering worship with their censers.  

16.36-40  WHAT HAPPENED TO THE FIRE-POTS (CENSERS)

Then the Lord spoke to Moses.  He said:

Tell Eleazar [el-ee-ay-za] the priest, Aaron’s son, that he must pick up the fire-pots or censers of the 250 men who died.  The coal in the censers was still burning in them.  Throw the coal far away, for these censers are holy because I want to use them.  
The censers belonged to these sinful rebels who lost their lives.  Now they must melt them and beat them into metal sheets.  These must be welded onto the altar.  That’s because these censers were presented to the Lord, so they became holy.  Therefore, let them be a sign to the people of Israel.

So Eleazar the priest collected the bronze censers that had been brought by those who were burnt to death.  Then they hammered them into sheets and welded them to the altar.

This metal plate welded to the altar will be a reminder, a memorial, for the nation of Israel.  The lesson is that no one in Israel can serve as a priest without God’s permission or authority.  People cannot take over what belongs to God.  No one, who is not a descendent of Aaron, is to burn incense before the Lord.  This will prevent anyone ending up like Korah and his followers.  So Eleazar did what the Lord told him to do through Moses.

16.41-45  MOSES AND AARON ATTACKED BY THE PEOPLE

Again, on the very next day the whole nation of Israel criticized Moses and Aaron.  They accused them, saying:  You are responsible!  You killed the people of the Lord!

Then the whole crowd got together against Moses and against Aaron.  Moses and Aaron turned toward the Holy Tent of Meeting, where the worshipers meet with God.  To their great relief a thick cloud covered the tent, and the majesty and glory of God was seen there.

Moses and Aaron went to the front of the Tent of Meeting.

The Lord said to Moses:

Have nothing more to do with this crowd!  Leave them alone!  Then I can put an end to them at once!  But Moses and Aaron knelt down before the Lord with their faces to the ground.

16.46-50  MOSES AND AARON SAVE THE PEOPLE

Moses said to Aaron:  Take the censer!  Put fire in it from the altar!  Add incense to it!  Hurry up and go to the assembly!  You must atone for them!  We must get God to forgive them.  This is because the Lord is very angry with them, and the plague has started!

Aaron took his fire-pot censer just as Moses told him to.  He rushed right in among the assembled people even though the plague or virus had started to kill them.  Aaron the priest offered up burning incense and so atoned for the sins of the people.

He took a stand among the dead ones, and among the living ones, and it stopped the plague.

It turned out that the number of those who died from the plague were nearly 15,000, on top of those who died from Korah’s rebellion.

Then Aaron went back to Moses at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, because the virus had stopped.

Now you can read Numbers 13-16 in your own Bible.
An INTRODUCTION for Beginners
NUMBERS
Chapters 13-16

INTRODUCTION
The book of NUMBERS is about what happened to the Israelites after their famous exodus from Egypt.  They were in what is now called the Sinai Desert.  They should have gone straight through the desert to the Promised Land of Canaan, but something went wrong.  So they found themselves stuck in the desert for 40 years before they could get to Canaan and settle there.

The name Numbers is about counting how many Israelites came out of Egypt.  This was a major miracle in the Bible.  The number of people who had gone into Egypt with the old man Jacob was seventy.  That was when Joseph was the governor of Egypt.  400 years later, the number of Israelites who came out of Egypt with Moses was over six hundred thousand.  They were numbered by their families, using the fighting men as a guide.  The first part of the miracle was that despite their slavery, and despite the cruelty of the Pharaoh who wanted to kill all new-born Israelite boys, the nation had grown from 70 to over 600,000.

The second part of the miracle is also amazing.  When they got to the southern edge of the Promised Land, Moses sent twelve scouts to get a good look at the country.  The scouts came back with a mixed report.  They said that the country was good, but that the nations living there would be too strong for them to conquer.  This report caused the whole nation of Israel to give up hope, and even to give up on God.  

God was so angry with them for their pathetic attitude that he punished them.  He made them stay in the Sinai desert until all the adults had died there.  Only their children would be allowed into the Promised Land in forty years’ time.  Then when their children had grown up the nation was counted again.  It turned out that there were still over 600,000 Israelites who would enter the Promised Land.  So God punished them but also saved them.  This is what God always does to his people:  

God disciplines his people, and looks after them at the same time.
The Hebrews called this book “In the Desert.”  But when it was translated into Greek over a thousand years later, it was called “Arithmetic” because the people were counted twice.  Then, when the Romans translated it into Latin some five hundred years later, they called it “Numbers.”  So the book took about 1,500 years to get the name it has now got.
Numbers was written by Moses.  He kept a record of what happened to the Israelites while they spent 40 years in the Sinai Desert.  Writing had been invented before the time of Moses.  Writing began with the invention of an alphabet.  Moses was a gifted writer.  He was able to see clearly what was important, and could explain it briefly and well.
When the Israelites left Egypt and crossed the Red Sea they went to Mount Sinai.  Mount Sinai lies far to the south in the Sinai Desert.  There Moses received the TEN COMMANDMENTS from God.  That was where the Israelites built the Holy Tabernacle, the tent where the priests worshiped God.  In the Tabernacle was the Holy Ark, a large box in which was kept the Ten Commandments.  The Ark was the sign of the agreement or covenant between God and his people Israel.  The agreement or deal was that God would look after his people, and they would keep his commandments, even though the rest of the world did not, and would not.
In chapter 10 of Numbers the Israelites left Mount Sinai.  They had been there about a year.  They went north until they came to a place they called Kadesh.  Kadesh [ka-desh] is a Hebrew word that means “Holy.”  Kadesh is about 100 kilometres south west of the Dead Sea.  It is in the middle of the Sinai Desert, roughly opposite the Suez Canal.  About 70 kilometres north of Kadesh is Beersheba [beer-sheeba], where Abraham used to live.  Another 40 kilometres north of Beersheba is Hebron [heb-ron], which lies opposite the Dead Sea.  Hebron is where David was crowned king of Judah, a few years before he became king of all Israel.  
In the time of Moses the Arabs were learning to use camels for transport across the deserts in the Middle East.  But the Israelites still used donkeys.  Camels can go a long way without water, but donkeys cannot.  So the Israelites, with all their cattle and sheep, had to go from oasis to oasis [oh-ay-sis] where there were pools and supplies of water.  Moses kept a diary of where they went and where they stayed.  He also recorded what happened to Israel in the Sinai Desert.
At Kadesh Moses ordered twelve scouts to go secretly into Canaan to spy out the land.  One scout was appointed by each of the tribes of Israel.  They were to bring back a report on what they discovered about the country.  The scouts entered Canaan at Beersheba, and went on to Hebron.  From there they travelled northwards, right up to the Lake of Galilee, and then far beyond Galilee towards Damascus.  They might even have gone further north than Damascus.  
On the way back they once more came past Hebron.  Near Hebron were amazing vineyards.  The grapes in those vineyards were so big and so heavy that they could not be held up by the poles that normally hold up the vines.  The farmers had to build pillars or walls of stone to hold up the vines when the grapes became ripe.  The scouts decided to cut off a large cluster of grapes and take it back to Kadesh.  The single cluster of grapes was so heavy that it had to be tied to a pole and carried by two men.  Nowadays, if you ever get the chance to visit Israel, you will come across the Israeli Department of Tourism.  The logo that they use on their advertising literature is a picture of two men carrying a pole with a huge, heavy bunch of grapes hanging from the pole.  This is to tell the world that Israel today is a very fertile or fruitful country.
So far, so good!  But when the scouts got back to Kadesh the problem started.  The scouts reported that though the country was excellent, there was a huge problem.  The place was well protected.  It was too strong for the Israelites to attack.  There were also giants in the land in the region of Hebron.  It was not only the grapes that were so big; it was also the people.  They were enormous: about three metres tall.  They terrified the scouts.  The whole of Israel listened to this report with horror.  Their fear led to panic.  
Two of the twelve scouts disagreed with the other ten who thought that Canaan could not be invaded.  They were Caleb, of the tribe of Judah, and Joshua of the tribe of Ephraim.  They took a stand for trusting in God to help them to conquer the country.  Since God has told us to take over this country, they said defiantly, we can rely on him to help us attack it.  With the Lord’s help we will beat them!
Unfortunately the people believed the ten other scouts and would not listen to the two heroes, Caleb and Joshua.  The people had completely lost their confidence in the Lord.  God got so angry with the whole nation that he punished them.  He announced that every single adult who had been in the exodus would now die in the desert.  Not one of them would ever reach the Promised Land.  Only their children would get there.  The two exceptions would be Caleb and Joshua.  The rest of the nation who had left Egypt as adults would have to wander around in the Sinai desert, around the area of Kadesh, for forty years until they all died.  At that time Caleb was in his forties, while Joshua was in his thirties.
When Moses made this announcement, the people immediately regretted what they had failed to do.  They decided to ignore Moses and attack the Canaanites at Beersheba.  But they were thoroughly defeated and had to retreat back to Kadesh.

Kadesh is where Miriam died.  Miriam was Moses’ big sister who had saved Moses’ life as a baby.  She had watched over her baby brother when he was floating in a basket among the reeds in the Nile River.  Miriam saw Pharaoh’s daughter find the baby.  Miriam suggested to the princess that she knew a mother who could breast-feed the baby for her.  Miriam then fetched Moses’ mother, and Pharaoh’s daughter adopted baby Moses as her son.  

When the 40 years in the desert of Sinai were up, the Israelites got ready to leave Kadesh.  Kadesh was not far from the border of the country of Edom.  At the border Moses sent messengers to Edom’s king.  He asked permission for Israel to pass through Edom on the main trade route.  This well-used trade route ran from the Gulf of Aqaba in the south at the Red Sea, to Damascus in Syria in the north.  It was known as the King’s Highway.  Moses promised that they would not cause any trouble as they passed through on foot, nor would they disturb anyone in any way.  If they used any water in Edom they would pay for it.  
But the king of Edom answered, in Numbers 20.20:  “You shall NOT pass!”  He also sent a strong company of soldiers to block the mountain pass.  That part of Edom has steep mountains and deep, narrow valleys.  It is easy for even a small unit of soldiers to stop a big army from going through one of those passes.  God had also told Moses that he did not want the Israelites to fight the Edomites.  This was because their ancestors, Jacob and Esau, were twin brothers, the sons of Isaac, and the grandsons of Abraham.  
The other blow to Israel at this time was that Aaron, Israel’s first High Priest, died.  He was Moses’ older brother.
So Moses and the Israelites backed off.  They decided to go around Edom.  This meant going back towards Aqaba [ak-a-bah] at the top of the Red Sea, then through a lot of high mountains, and across the great Arabian desert that nowadays is in the country of Jordan.  In this way they could get onto another trade route to the east of Edom that also ran to the north.  
This meant a very long and hard journey for the Israelites.  The result was that they got frustrated and became annoyed.  They started criticising Moses and God.  They complained about there not being enough water or food.  This was despite the fact that for 40 years God had always provided food and water for them, even when supplies ran out.  On top of this they said that they were getting tired of eating manna every day.
Manna was actually a miracle.  For 40 years God had sent manna from heaven to wherever the Israelites were camping.  They found it on the ground around them every morning, except the Sabbath day.  The day before the Sabbath twice as much manna was available, enough for two days.  That meant that they did not have to get out and collect it on the Sabbath.  They could rest instead.  That was one of the Ten Commandments.
It is difficult for us to understand what the manna was like.  It came in flakes with a slightly sweet taste.  It meant that they never ran out of food during the whole of those 40 years in the desert.  But when one eats the same thing the whole day, every day, for a long time, it does get a bit boring.  It was like eating just bread or just porridge all the time.  The people complained that they were tired of it.  They criticised God and Moses.  Once again the Lord got angry.  So he punished them.  All of a sudden hundreds of poisonous snakes appeared amongst the Israelites. Thousands of people were bitten, and many died a painful and frightening death.  The people turned desperately to Moses.  They apologised for their bad behaviour, their ingratitude, their complaining and criticising.  Moses turned to the Lord to ask him to forgive the people and have mercy on them by getting rid of the snakes.
God told Moses to make a bronze model of a snake and fix it to the top of a pole.  The people who were bitten must turn to the bronze snake on the pole and look at it.  Those who looked would be healed as they watched it.  The painful and dreadful poison would be removed from their blood, just by watching that model snake.  Nowadays medical services also use the logo of a snake wrapped around a pole as a sign for medical care and healing.
Here we have two miracles:  There is the manna from heaven that arrived every day without fail for 40 years for the whole nation in the desert.  And there is the healing for anyone bitten by a snake who turned to the bronze model and looked at it.

These two miracles tell us something about the future Messiah.  Jesus told people who would listen to him that he was like that manna from heaven.  He also came from heaven.  He came to feed God’s people.  But Jesus pointed out that he is worth much more to us than the manna was to the Israelites in the time of Moses.  Although those people who had the great privilege of eating manna from heaven every day, they still died in the desert.  The adults did not live longer than 40 years on that miraculous food.  But everyone who believes in Jesus Christ as the Son of God shall live forever.  This is what is meant by that statement in the Lord’s Prayer:  Give us this day our daily bread.  If we have faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God who came from heaven, then he will give us, every day, what we need to live.  He will give us everything we need to live a godly and a Christian life.  And he will then also give us eternal life!
The healing that came from looking at the bronze model snake on the pole also tells us something about the Messiah.  The poisonous bites from the snakes are a picture of how the poison of sin has entered our lives.  We are all scared of dying as a result of it.  Not only will people die because of sin, but they will also go to hell because of sin.  That is what makes death so frightening.  
The answer to this problem is to turn to Jesus Christ.  Although he never sinned, God made him carry our guilt, and so he was sacrificed on a cross in public.  He was condemned for our sakes.  So what we need to do, when we feel guilty for having sinned against God, is to turn to Jesus, the Lamb of God, and the Saviour of the world.  Just by believing in him, and trusting him, and by putting our hope in him, all our sins will be removed from our lives.  We shall be set free from the grip of sin.  Instead of dying and being condemned, we shall be welcomed and accepted by God.  That means that we shall be given another chance by God our Father, and with it, eternal life from our Creator.
The book of “Numbers” could well have been called the book of “The Bad Behaviour” of God’s people.  We are going to look at chapters 13 to 16.  But let’s also take a brief look at the chapter before 13 and at the chapter after 16. 
Chapter 12 tells us how even Miriam and Aaron the High Priest turned against Moses.  They got jealous of him.  They were annoyed by the fact that God kept speaking to Moses.  They wanted people to believe that God also spoke through them.  They claimed that they were just as important as Moses.  Moses was not too upset about this because he was such a humble man.  He did not want to be someone important or famous.  But the Lord God was furious with Miriam and Aaron.  He punished Miriam by causing her to become ill with leprosy.  Aaron pleaded with Moses to forgive them for having been so rude to him.  Moses then begged the Lord to forgive Miriam and heal her.  God told Moses that she must go into quarantine outside the camp for seven days, in disgrace, and then she would be healed and could come back to her people.  This shows us that God’s servants can expect opposition and trouble even from their own families.

Chapter 17 tells us how the Lord sorted out a problem that occurred in chapter 16.  Some of the leaders in Israel also got jealous of Moses and Aaron, and their leadership of Israel.  
The Lord would not put up with this.  He wanted the matter of leadership settled once and for all.  So he told the leader of each of the twelve tribes to bring a staff with their name on it.  They were to put it in the tabernacle, in front of the Ark, for the night.  The Lord would show them all whom he wanted to use to lead his people in worship.  The rest of them must stop their grumbling and criticising.  
The next morning they found that Aaron’s rod had grown leaves and flowers during the night.  It had even produced almond nuts.  That was the sign that Aaron was to be the spiritual leader of Israel.  All the other leaders got a very big fright.
Chapters 12 and 17 show us how badly Christians can behave among themselves, especially leaders.  Many people have been put off Christianity by the way Christians, especially Christian leaders, treat one another.  Some of them are so often guilty of jealousy, resentment, dislike, rudeness, criticism and slander.  But God does not want us to give up on Christians or the church.  In all sorts of ways God will deal with this sort of bad behaviour.  What we must concentrate on is that we behave well and treat other Christians properly, especially those who are leaders.  One of the most important things Christ came to do on earth was to get us to love one another.  To do this we need to humble ourselves and trust God with how we feel about others.  
Another important part of the book of Numbers is one of the strangest parts of the whole Bible.  Most people have heard about it although very few understand it.  It was the time when a donkey spoke to a man.  It rebuked him for beating it for no good reason.  But in fact, the donkey had saved that man’s life.  The man was called Balaam [bay-lim].  He was actually a famous prophet in the Middle East.  He lived far to the north, near the Euphrates River.  One day he travelled well over 500 kilometres on his donkey to a country in the Transjordan, on the eastern side of the Dead Sea.  The country was called Moab [moh-ab].  
Originally Moab was a son of Lot, Abraham’s nephew.  That is why God told the Israelites to leave the Moabites alone and not attack them.  They were to attack the heathen Canaanites.  So Israel by-passed Moab, and reached the Jordan River.  There they set up camp, waiting for the order to cross the river and take over Canaan.  But the king of Moab panicked.  He realised that the Israelites were too powerful for the Moabites.  So he decided, instead of fighting them, to get someone to curse them for him.  Who better than the most famous prophet in the Middle East?  So he sent messengers to Balaam to bribe him to come all the way to Moab and put a curse on the nation of Israel.  A curse is a wish and a prayer that someone will have very bad luck, as well as be punished by God.
Balaam asked God whether he should go all the way to Moab to curse the Israelites.  God told him not to.  But Balaam wanted the money that the king of Moab offered him.  So he tried to convince himself that God did want him to go.  
Eventually God just let him go, since that was what he really wanted to do.  But on the way God sent an angel to stop him, and to stop him, if necessary, by killing him.  The donkey could see the angel and the danger, but Balaam could not.  When the donkey stopped in its tracks, Balaam began to beat it.  Then the donkey told him that what he was doing was wrong.  Balaam would not listen.  He just got more and more angry.  Then suddenly he saw the angel.  He realised his mistake.  He decided, reluctantly, that he had better go back.  However, God told him that he might as well go on, but he must end up doing and saying exactly what God wanted.  

When he got to Moab he found that he was not able to curse the Israelites.  Whenever he tried, he found himself blessing them instead.  A blessing is a wish and a prayer that someone will get God’s good favour and enjoy his kindness and generosity.  The king of Moab got extremely angry about this.  
So Balaam came up with a cunning idea.  He suggested to the king that he organise a lot of parties near where the Israelites were.  He must have a lot of girls and women at those parties, and they must invite the Israelite men to come and have fun with them.  The fun, of course, turned into worshiping the Moabite god with the women.  That, of course, turned into having sex with the women.  And that, of course, resulted in God punishing them.  Many died, and that was the end of that disobedient generation.  Not one of them, except Caleb and Joshua, reached the Promised Land that they could see across the Jordan River.  Balaam lost out.  Not only did he never get any money from the king of Moab, but he was killed by the Israelites.  God’s Spirit proved more powerful than what Balaam wanted.  
God won in the end, as he always does.

This business with Balaam shows us one of the problems of sin in people.  It is that when we really want something, we can end up trying to avoid listening to God in order to get what we would like.  Christians can even argue with what the Bible says, or argue with other Christians, or even argue with their own conscience.  They do this in order to get what they want, or to do what they like.  Believing in the Lord actually means that we should do what he says and what he wants.  If we try to find clever ways to get our own way with God we are heading for serious trouble.  To try to get round God somehow makes us even more stupid than we think a poor donkey is.  
The case of Balaam’s plan also shows us another problem of sin in people.  Many of us like fun and parties and pleasures and enjoying ourselves.  We like to have a good time with other people.  We like to have friends and be popular.  But once we prefer parties and games and pleasures to God, we can lose our friendship with him.  These things can cause us to fall into sin.  The book of Numbers tells us that 24,000 Israelites died as a result of their sin with the girls and women of Moab.  They died when they were so close to the Promised Land.  They could see it, and they believed in it and wanted it.  They had even waited 40 years for it – but, they never got there.
What Jesus Christ came to do was to give us his Holy Spirit.  It is his Spirit in us that gets us to want to do what God wants, instead of trying to find ways to get what we want by ignoring God and arguing about his commandments.  It is his Spirit in us that makes our spirit stronger than our desire for sex with someone we are not married to.  Once the Spirit of God is in us, and we want to do his will, we know that we are on our way to heaven.  Heaven will be much more exciting than having sex.  Heaven, of course, is forever and ever.  It is not worth losing out on that.
In chapter 13 we come across three important men:  
Moses, Joshua and Caleb.
CALEB:

Caleb [kay-leb OR kelev in Hebrew] belonged to the tribe of Judah.  The Hebrew name Kelev means a dog.  Well, Kelev was something like a solid bulldog, or a valuable St Bernard or a reliable husky dog, or any other kind of great dog you like to think of.  Kelev was a real soldier-man.  He was one of the scouts that Moses sent from Kadesh into Canaan to spy out the land.  When the other ten scouts were too scared to attack the Canaanites because of the giants at Hebron, Caleb strongly disagreed.  He declared that God would help them defeat the enemy.  When the whole nation panicked, it was Kelev, Joshua, Moses and Aaron who stood up to them and said that they must trust God to give them this wonderful land.  Kelev had the strength of character to stand up for the Lord, even though everybody else was against him.
Forty years later Kelev and Joshua were the only two adults from the exodus who crossed the River Jordan into the Promised Land.  Kelev was now an old man, in his eighties.  He told Joshua that he would go and fight with the giants at Hebron.  He went, and he fought them, and he won, and he was given the whole area around Hebron as his reward.  It seems that he chased the giants to the area of Gaza on the Mediterranean coast.  Four hundred years later the giant Goliath came from the Gaza area.  Kelev was helped in his fighting by a man who married his daughter.  His name was Othniel [ot-nee-el].  The first judge to lead Israel in the book of Judges is Othniel, son-in-law of Caleb.  Othniel guided Israel for forty years.
Caleb, or Kelev also had another relative, unfortunately.  Four hundred years later one of his descendents was a successful and wealthy farmer in the deep south of Judah.  His name, when we translate it into English, was “Water Bottle.”  In those days water bottles were made of leather.  In the dry desert areas of southern Judah, a water bottle was one’s most precious possession.  People called the clouds God’s water bottles.  Unfortunately, the Hebrew word for water bottle is also the word for a fool.  That man started a nasty argument with David, who was then captain of a new army in the south of Judah.  That was a very foolish thing to do.  Eventually David decided to get rid of the man, but the man’s wife came to David and persuaded him to leave her husband alone.  She said:  Please leave him alone, because he is just a fool, like his name.  She persuaded David by her graciousness.  But when she got home and told her husband how close he had come to being killed, he had a heart attack and died.  When David heard that, he decided to marry her.  Her name was Abigail [abby-gayl, and she became the mother of King Solomon.
Captain Caleb is an example to us of a man of courage.  He had the courage to stand up to the ten other scouts, and then take on the whole nation.  We call that moral courage.  He had another kind of courage when, over 80 years of age, he volunteered to go and fight the giants in the south of Israel.  We call that physical courage.  
Courage is an important part of being a Christian.
You cannot really be a Christian if you just run away from problems, as those ten scouts did.  A real Christian should not be a coward.
If we are talking about courage, we should also remember the amazing courage of Christ Jesus.  He had the wonderful courage to rebuke the religious leaders of those days, who were not serving God but rather their own interests.  He had the manly courage to face the whole Jewish Sanhedrin or Supreme Court, who wanted to sentence him to death.  He had the noble courage to look the Roman governor in the eye who had the power to crucify him.  He had the miraculous courage to allow himself to be nailed to a cross to die a painful and awful death.  He did this as a sacrifice to God to atone for, or pay the price for, all our sins.  That courage was awesome!  It was magnificent and marvellous.  He deserves our respect, even more than Caleb does.
JOSHUA:
Joshua was Caleb’s friend.  He was also one of the twelve scouts that Moses sent to explore the Promised Land.  He supported Caleb.  He and Caleb pleaded with the whole of Israel to trust God and obey him.  They must put aside their fears to attack Canaan, and get on with doing what the Lord had ordered them to do.  Joshua was the commander of the army of Israel under Moses’ leadership.  Moses appointed Joshua to take over the leadership of Israel from him when he died.  Joshua would be the man to lead the nation into the Promised Land.  Not even Moses and Aaron and Miriam would cross the Jordan, but only Joshua and Caleb.  Joshua would be in his seventies when he replaced Moses as leader of Israel.  Whereas Caleb belonged to the tribe of Judah, Joshua belonged to the tribe of Ephraim.  Ephraim had been Joseph’s son, so Joshua was descended from Joseph.  
The name Joshua, when translated from Hebrew into English, is Jesus.  The name means Saviour.  So obviously we are meant to understand from the Bible that there is something about Jesus that we can learn from Joshua.  
The first thing to look at was the crossing of the River Jordan.  When the Israelites came to cross the river, it stopped flowing.  We now know that the same sort of thing happened to the Jordan River in 1906, eight years before the First World War.  It happened again in 1927, twelve years before the Second World War.  There were landslides that blocked the flow of water for a while.  But when we take a closer look at what happened in Joshua’s time, we shall see that it was not the same thing at all.  
Joshua’s crossing took place forty years after the crossing of the Red Sea.  At the Red Sea Israel found that they were trapped by Pharaoh’s army, and Moses turned to God for help.  God sent a thick cloud that came between the Israelites and the Egyptians.  The Egyptians, in their chariots, could not see anything in front of them, and had to wait for the cloud to lift.  When it did, they saw that the Red Sea in front of them was empty.  The sea had been pushed back far away on both sides.  The sea bed was completely dry.  The people of Israel had crossed over to the other side.  The Egyptian army got the order to go after them.  It was a hasty order.  What they did not notice was that the waters of the sea were standing up as high walls far away on either side of them.  They were like two stationary tsunamis on both sides in the distance.  It is difficult to see a tsunami in the distance.  Once the Egyptian chariots were half way across, the wheels of the chariots began to sink into the sand and get bogged down.  It was then that the tsunamis began to move towards each other.  Two tsunamis came from opposite directions.  This has never happened again.  One can just imagine how helplessly and how hopelessly Pharaoh and his powerful military force were trapped.  The whole army tried to turn around, but could not because they all got in one another’s way.  They panicked.  No one survived.  What had taken place was the greatest miracle in the Old Testament.
The crossing of the River Jordan was another miracle.  Look at the difference between it and the blocking of the waters by landslides before the two world wars.  When Joshua faced the Jordan River, it was in flood.  The water was higher than the river banks.  The water was flowing strongly and deeply.  But the Israelites were told that God said that they were all going to cross over to the other side, with their animals, the next day.  What they must do was to follow God’s Ark that was carried by the priests.  The moment the feet of the priests touched the water on the edge of the river, the river stopped flowing completely.  Far away upstream the waters stood up in a huge, massive heap.  The river bed in front of them immediately became completely dry so that everyone could easily walk across.  While they did so the priests with the Ark stood still in the middle of the river bed.  As soon as everyone had safely passed over, Joshua told the priests carrying the Ark to come up onto the bank on the other side.  At the very moment that the priests stepped onto the far river bank, the waters came rushing down as before.  What happened to the river in 1906 and 1927 was nothing like all this.  Israel crossed safely into the Promised Land by an extraordinary and rare miracle of God.
The next miracle happened at Jericho, which was in the Jordan Valley.  The city of Jericho was about the size of a large shopping mall nowadays.  Experts, that is, archaeologists, have discovered that it was surrounded by two walls, one inside the other.  The walls were about 30 feet high.  The outer wall was about six feet wide, and the inner wall was between twelve and fifteen feet wide.  Rahab’s flat was on the wall, probably the outer one.  Do you remember Rahab, who saved Joshua’s two spies?  Archaeologists also discovered something strange about the walls: they had collapsed.  But whereas walls usually collapsed inwards when attacked by enemies who tried to break them down from the outside, these walls, strangely enough, had collapsed outwards.  Of course, people who build walls to protect themselves don’t knock them down.  So something very unusual happened.
What happened when Joshua led the attack on Jericho was this:  God said that his army must march around the city walls for seven days.  On the last day they must march around seven times and at the end of that march they must give a huge shout and make a big noise.  The walls would then fall down.  That is precisely what happened.  It all happened just the way God said it would.

These two miracles, crossing the Jordan and flattening the walls of Jericho, happened exactly as the Lord predicted.  When we look at the life of Jesus we see the same sort of thing.  Jesus predicted that he was going to die.  He told his disciples when that would be.  It would be at the Feast of the Passover.  
The first interesting thing about that is that the religious leaders got together at that time to plan how to kill Jesus.  But they decided NOT to do it during the Passover.  They said that there would be too many people from all over the world at the Feast.  Most of these people believed that Jesus was a prophet.  So any attempt to arrest him could start a violent riot among the crowd.  But Judas changed everything.  He offered to betray Jesus so that he could be arrested secretly, without anyone knowing about it.  So Jesus was right after all about when he would die.  

There is also more to it than that:  Jesus had spoken a number of times about the fact that after he died he would rise again from the dead.  Jesus had said, “On the day I die you will know that the day after tomorrow I shall come back to life again.”  Everyone knew that he had said that, but, of course, no one believed him.  Even his disciples did not know what he was talking about.  But that is precisely what happened:  Jesus’ body was placed in a burial cave on Friday afternoon.  On Saturday the cave was closed and sealed and guarded by soldiers so that no one could enter it.  But on Sunday morning the soldiers had to report that the body was no longer there.  An angel had opened the cave and it was empty.  Jesus’ friends were also told, when they went to the cave, “You can’t go to the place of the dead to look for someone who is alive!”
Joshua and Jesus both mean Saviour, which means that God uses miracles to save his people.

However, there was also a time when Joshua made a mistake and failed.  On one occasion he had to plan an attack on a town.  His scouts advised him that it would be easy, so there was no need to use many soldiers.  Joshua failed to consult the Lord about this.  The attack was a disaster for Israel.  Joshua was horrified.  The heathen Canaanites would hear about this and be encouraged to attack the Israelites while they were still new in the country.  But when Joshua asked the Lord what had gone wrong, he was told that someone in Israel had disobeyed God when they had attacked Jericho.  Because of one man’s disobedience the attack on the small town had failed, and a number of soldiers had been killed.  Joshua must first sort out that sin, and punish it, and then God would once again support them as they set about conquering Canaan.  Joshua obeyed.
On another occasion Joshua was deceived by some of the heathen Canaanites.  God told Joshua and Israel to drive the Canaanites right out of Canaan because they were so wicked.  But right in the middle of Canaan was a town on a hill called Gibeon  [gibby-in ].  It was less than ten miles north of Jerusalem.  The leaders of Gibeon came up with a cunning plan.  They sent messengers to Joshua to try to make a peace treaty with Israel.  They claimed that they came from outside of Canaan.  They pretended that they had come on a long, long journey from far away.  Joshua and Israel’s leaders were taken in by their trick, and once again failed to ask God for his advice.  By the time they found out that Gibeon had deceived them, they had made a peace treaty with them and could not attack them.
Something that we notice in the Bible is that even godly leaders made mistakes or failed to do what they should have done.  No one is perfect.  Being a leader is especially difficult.  Anyone who is a leader knows, in his heart and conscience, that he has made mistakes.  But this is not the case with Jesus Christ.  There are a number of astonishing and marvellous things about him.  But one of the greatest of these is that he never ever made a mistake.  He never did anything wrong.  He was never caught out.  He never said or did anything he regretted afterwards.  He never failed in any way.  He was perfect - absolutely and 100% perfect.  There never has been such a man as this in all history.  This is one of the ways that we know that he is the Son of God.  Only God is perfect, and Jesus was as perfect as God.
In Joshua’s life there is one more thing we could look at.  There is something in the book of Joshua that most people do not believe.  It had to do with the town of Gibeon.  When other heathen towns in southern Canaan heard that Gibeon had made a treaty with the invading Israelites, they decided to gang up together and attack Gibeon.  The leader of the group was the king of the city that would later on be called Jerusalem.  Another city that joined the group was Hebron.  
The leaders of Gibeon sent an urgent message to Joshua to come and help them.  Joshua and the army of Israel came.  Then, although they had made mistakes before, God was wonderfully with them as they came to keep their promise to Gibeon.  With God’s support the Israelites attacked those Canaanites and drove them down the mountain.  God rained huge hail stones onto the Canaanites that killed more of them than the Israelites did.  
Then the Canaanite soldiers desperately turned south to get away from Joshua’s victorious troops.  What would save them was if they could keep running until it got dark, and then hide, and slip away before the next morning.  Joshua prayed to God for more time.  God answered his prayer.  The sun stopped in the middle of the sky.  It stayed there for another whole day.  There was nowhere for the enemy to hide.  They were utterly defeated, right up to Hebron in the south.  This was an astonishing miracle:  God stopped the sun and the moon.  The Israelites were able to chase the fleeing enemy for something like 60 kilometres that extra long day.  
The route that Joshua took is nowadays a highway in Israel.  It is called the Yitzhak Rabin Highway [yits-chak ra-been, ch as in loch].  Yitzhak Rabin was the Israeli Prime Minister who was assassinated in 1995.  He was shot and killed by an Israeli.  The name Yitzchak in English is Isaac.  Isaac was the son of Abraham and Sarah.
There are so many people who do not believe what the Bible says happened.  They like to claim that it was just an eclipse of the sun.  
But the Bible says that it happened in answer to Joshua’s prayer.  
It also says that Joshua prayed for daylight to last longer.  That does not happen with an eclipse.  
The Bible also says that the moon as well as the sun stood still.  
The Bible also says that at midday the sun stayed where it was for another whole day to give Israel more time to chase their enemies.  No eclipse lasts for a whole day.  Anyway, an eclipse gives less light, not more.  
The Bible says that there has never been another day like that, but there have been lots of eclipses of the sun from time to time.  The Bible states clearly that it was God who stopped the sun.  It was not something that was just natural.  This was a unique miracle in the history of the world, and it shows what power God has over the universe.  It is so spectacular that most people don’t believe it.  Even many Christians have doubts about it.  To believe that God did that is to have special faith.  That is what true faith really is.  If God did that, he could do anything!  He could even raise the dead and get us to heaven.  That will be more of a miracle than stopping the sun and moon for a whole day.  To believe this is a very special thing.  To have faith in God’s miracles is actually also a miracle.  That is the sort of faith that God loves.
Joshua has certainly taught us that there is a God, and that he is almighty, and that he listens to our prayers.  He can do marvellous things for his people.  What God did challenges us to believe the Bible.  We must believe what the Bible says even though most people do not believe this absolutely stunning miracle that God, did in answer to a man’s prayer.  
MOSES:
We hope to look at Moses in the book on Deuteronomy, when we get to Book 9 and Step 1.  Moses is the greatest leader that God gave to Israel.  Moses and David are the two greats of history.  They were not just the greatest in Israel’s history, but the greatest in world history.  Yet the greatest thing that Moses and David ever did was to predict that God would send the world a Messiah whom they would regard as their boss and master, their Lord and God.  When two men so great point to someone else and worship him, we should be encouraged to worship the one he worshiped.  The world calls Alexander, Alexander the Great and the Jews called Herod, Herod the Great.  But when truly great men call someone else Especially Great, we should sit up and take note.
There were two things about Moses that were especially great.  The first was that he was very close to God.  He was closer to God than anyone else.  He and God used to talk together like friends.  By his closeness to God Moses performed greater miracles than anyone else.  The greatest miracles were the Passover, the crossing of the Red Sea, and the receiving of the Ten Commandments and the Law of God.  The second thing that was so great about Moses was his extraordinary patience with the people of Israel.  They sinned so often against God, and they turned so often against Moses, but still he looked after them and prayed for them and taught them what was right.  He loved them.  God loved Moses, and Moses loved God’s people.
God gave Moses to his people and to the world.  Moses was a sign that God cares for people.  Moses was a sign that the Messiah would come.  Just as God used Moses to save the people of Israel, so God would send his Son from heaven to save the world.  God loved Moses the way a master loves a good servant.  God loves Jesus the way a father loves his only son.  The way Moses loved his people was a sign of how the Messiah would love us.  Jesus would give up his life so that we could get our lives back after we die.  Jesus would suffer so that we can ask God for help when we are in trouble.  Christ loved us so much that  we would come to have Christian love for people, especially all Christian people.
The important thing that Moses has done in history is to show God’s people, and the world, what is right and what is wrong.  He promised us that if we do what’s right we shall have God’s support and help and love.  Moses warned us that if we do what’s wrong we shall deeply regret it.  We will suffer the consequences, and they will be awful.  
If we listen carefully to Moses we can see something special about his warnings:  Moses knew that God’s people are more likely to disobey God than to obey him.  They are more likely to do what’s wrong than to do what’s right.  History has proved this to be true.  
But Moses taught us that there is a solution to this problem.  We can get God’s forgiveness when we fail.  The Messiah would guarantee that.  The Messiah would not only bring us God’s forgiveness but also God’s Holy Spirit, and would raise us from the dead to give us eternal life.  Jesus told us that what he expects from us is that we repent and believe.
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13.1-16  ISRAEL’S TEAM OF SCOUTS 

The Lord gave Moses an instruction.  He said:

I want you to select some men and send them off so that they may explore the land of Canaan that I am giving to the Israelites.  Choose one man from each of the tribes of Israel’s sons, all of them a leader from their tribe.

The names of the twelve scouts are given, one from each tribe, all of them leaders of the Israelites.  (You can read the list of those names in your Bible.)
Then there is a list of the twelve tribes of Israel.

The tribe of Reuben.   [roo-bin] [
The tribe of Simeon.   [simmi-in]
The tribe of Judah.   [joo-da] was Caleb [kay-lib].

The tribe of Issachar.   [issa-ka]
The tribe of Ephraim [ef-ree-im] was Hoshea [hoh-shee-a] , that is, Joshua.

The tribe of Benjamin.   [ben-ja-min]
The tribe of Zebulun.   [zeb-yoo-lin]
The tribe of Manasseh,  [m’nassa], a tribe of Joseph, as was Ephraim.

The tribe of Dan.

The tribe of Asher.   [ash-a]
The tribe of Naphtali.   [naf-ta-lee]
The tribe of Gad.

Moses gave Hoshea the name Joshua.  He was the son of a man called Nun.  So he was known as Joshua son of Nun.

13.17-20  WHAT THE SCOUTS WERE TO DO

Moses sent the scouts out to explore the country of Canaan.  He told them:  Leave the safety of our camp and go through 1the Negev Desert [ne-gev].  Then go up into 2the hill-country.  
Get a good look at the land and see what it is like.  Study the people living in the country.  See whether they are powerful or weak, and whether there are many of them or just a few.
What is the country like where the people live?  Is it good farming land or poor?  What are the towns like that the people live in?  Do they just live in camps or do they live in strongly built forts?
Inspect the soil: is it good for farming and fertile, or is it poor and difficult to farm?  3Do trees grow there, or not?  Make a special effort to fetch some fruit from the land, for it is now the season for 4the early grapes.
1the Negev Desert:  The Negev Desert formed the southern part of the land of Judah.  It was the area south of Hebron.  It went down as far as Kadesh.  In the middle of the Negev Desert was Beersheba, where there was an oasis and some wells.  It rained in the winter in the Negev, but the summers were very hot and dry, and farmers had to search for grazing and water for their animals.  It was possible to make a living in the Negev, but it was tough, especially in the summer.
2the hill-country:  This hill country was a long mountain range that looked down on the Jordan River on the east side, and on the Mediterranean Sea in the distance on the west side.  This was to be the real home of the Israelites.  The mountainous region began at Hebron in the south and ran north, past Damascus in Syria.  These uplands were good farming areas.  Jerusalem was right in the middle of the mountain range that ran up to a great valley just south of the Lake of Galilee.  The city of Jerusalem would not be conquered by the Israelites until the time of David, 400 years later.  Until then it was known as Jebus, and the Canaanites lived there behind its walls.
3Do trees grow there?  Trees did not grow in the Sinai Desert where the Israelites had been for 40 years.  Trees would have been a very welcome sight to them.  Trees would be the sign of their new home in the Promised Land.  We also know that there are going to be trees in heaven.
4the early grapes:  The Israelites had been in the Sinai Desert for forty years.  During that time they had never seen grapes.  Grapes were normally harvested in September and October, but early grapes ripened in late July.  This is the middle of the summer.
13.21-25  THE SCOUTS EXPLORE CANAAN
The scouts went up towards the mountains and explored the country.  They travelled from the harsh desert where they had been, all the way up north.  They went right up to 1the far north, further even than the city of Damascus.  
The scouts went through 2the Negev Desert and came to Hebron.  Three well-known giants lived there.  They were descendants of 3the most famous giant called Anak [a-nak].  Hebron had been built up as a city and a fort just seven years before 4the town of Zoan in Egypt was built.  Zoan was where the Israelites began their journey of the exodus.
They came to a valley near Hebron.  Grapevines grew there.  They were no ordinary grapevines.  Their grapes were enormous!  They cut off part of a branch with just a single cluster of grapes on it.  They tied it to a pole for two men to carry between them.  They also collected some of the pomegranates and some of the figs.
They called that place Cluster Valley.  In Hebrew it’s called Eshcol Valley [esh-kol].  They named it after that huge cluster of grapes that the Israelites cut from there.
They returned from exploring the country at the end of forty days.  What they did was something very important for Israel.
1the far north:  The Bible says that they reached a place called Hamath [cha-mat, ch as in loch].  Hamath, or Chamat, was about 250 miles away.  Chamat was one of the very ancient cities in the Middle East.  Chamat went back as far as 8000 BC, when people from north western Arabia came and settled there.  
Another such ancient city dating back to 8000 BC was the strongly defended city fortress of Jebus.  7,000 years afterwards, in the time of David, the name of Jebus was changed to Jerusalem.  
Chamat was close to the modern border of north Lebanon and western Syria.  Chamat was not far to the south of the modern city of Homs in Syria.
Although Joshua conquered Canaan sometime around 1400 BC, it was only in 1000 BC that the Israelites under David’s leadership were able to conquer as far north as Chamat, or Hamath.  King Solomon, David’s son, was the last king to rule over Hamath from Jerusalem.
2the Negev Desert:  The Negev Desert lies to the south of the city of Hebron.  The Negev is the northern part of the whole Sinai Desert.  It goes from Hebron down to Kadesh.  In the middle of the Negev, between Hebron and Kadesh, is the great oasis of Beersheba.  Farming is possible in the Negev, although it is very dry.  It is not as dry as the Sinai Desert to the south.  The secret to farming in the Negev was the building of dam walls to save the water that flowed in streams after the winter rains.
3the most famous giant called Anak:  The Hebrew name Anak means “Long Nek.”  Nowadays Anak might have been called “Giraffe” or “Ostrich.”  Anak also produced giants.  His family of giants were really enormous, and awesome.  They were somewhere around three metres tall.  This meant that they were as tall, or even taller than, the ceiling of an ordinary house.  
His descendents were known as the Anaks, or, in Hebrew, the Anakim [ana-keem].  The Anakim all lived in the region of Hebron.
4the town of Zoan in Egypt:  Zoan [tsaw-ahn] was also called Rameses [ram-sees].  Zoan was in the area of Goshen [go-shin], which was in the eastern part of the Nile Delta.  Zoan was possibly less than 100 kilometres from Cairo.  Pharaoh had forced the Israelite slaves to build Zoan as a storage city for him.  That was where the nation of Israel began their journey, when they left Egypt after God had killed all the Egyptian firstborn.
When the twelve scouts got to Hebron they received a big surprise.  About 500 years before Abraham had lived there as an old man, with his family Isaac and Jacob.  They had lived in tents, and farmed with their cattle and sheep.  That is where they were all buried:  Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah [lee-a].  But now Hebron was a built- up city, surrounded by a high, strong wall.  It belonged to the wicked heathen Canaanites, and especially the huge Anakim.  Hebron had been built up at roughly the same time that the Israelites had built Zoan back in Egypt.
13.26-29  THE REPORT OF THE SCOUTS
Finally, the scouts left Canaan and came back to Moses and Aaron.  They also came back to a big crowd of Israelites that gathered to meet them, in the desert at Kadesh.  The scouts gave their report to the whole gathering, and showed them the fruit of the land.
The scouts reported to Moses.  They said:  We went into the land where you sent us.  It is indeed a land of wealth and plenty, a land, shall we say: “flowing with milk and honey.”  You can see that from this fruit we brought.
However, there’s also a problem:  It’s that the people who live in this country are powerful.  The towns are built like forts, very large forts.  And we even saw the descendants of Anak the giant there.
Then there is 1the Amalek nation living in the Negev Desert area.  2The powerful Hittite nation live up in the hill country.  Up there are also 3the Jebusites in the fortress of Jebus, as well as the nation of 4the Amorites.  Then there are 5the Canaanites living by the sea, and still more Canaanites along the Jordan River banks.  There are so many of them, and they are powerful and everywhere.
1the Amalek nation:  These people were Israel’s most bitter enemies, and God had told Moses that Israel must wipe them out.  Amalek was Esau’s grandson, and, of course, Jacob and Esau, who were twins, had never got on together as brothers.  The Amalekites lived in the desert and wandered around as nomads, looking for grazing for their cattle and sheep.  They were an aggressive, war-like people.  They had attacked the Israelites after they had left Mt Sinai.  Their form of attack had been disgraceful.  They crept up on Israel from the back, from behind, where Israel’s weakest people were, and kidnapped some of them.  That was why God condemned them to be wiped out.  Joshua had to lead a force to track the Amalekites down and rescue the Israelites they had taken.  From then on they were sworn enemies of Israel.  
Now the scouts reported that the Amalek nation were here right in front of Israel, in the Negev Desert, between Israel and the Promised Land.  The Amalekites wanted a fight, but the Israelites did not.
2The powerful Hittite nation:  The Hittites were descendents of a son of Canaan.  Canaan was the son of Ham who was the son of Noah.  At the time that Joshua conquered Canaan, the Hittites were the most powerful nation in the Middle East.  Their homeland was central Turkey, but as they grew stronger, they conquered Syria and Lebanon.  Their main enemy was Egypt.  The Hittites and the Egyptians were nervous about each other, and so decided to leave Canaan as a kind of no-man’s-land between them.  This was to avoid starting a war against each other.  
Everyone in the Middle East was scared of the Hittites.  The Hittites had discovered the invention of iron and so had made iron weapons of war.  They were also a cruel people.  They became a real threat to Israel in the time of the first Judge, Othniel.  But later on, before the time of the prophet Samuel, the Hittites were defeated by the Philistines.  Their place as the greatest power in the Middle East was taken over by the Assyrians.  At one stage the Hittites actually helped the Assyrians grow stronger by defeating the Babylonians who were starting to get more powerful.  That was before Nebuchadnezzar’s time.
Of course, the scouts did not know that the Hittites had decided to leave Canaan alone.  What worried them was that they had found some Hittites living in the land, especially in the area of Hebron.  
Back in the old days Abraham had lived among the Hittites in Hebron.  They had a high respect for him.  However, Esau who was Abraham’s grandson, caused grief to his parents Isaac and Rebekah when he married two heathen Hittite women.  
The most famous Hittite in the Bible was Uriah [yoo-righ-a], the first husband of Bathsheba who later was married by David and became the mother of King Solomon.  The most famous Hittite woman was Rahab, who lived in Jericho, on its wall, and saved Joshua’s spies from being captured.
3the Jebusites in the fortress of Jebus:  The Jebusites were descended from a son of Canaan.  They turned out to be the hardest of all the heathen to defeat.  Joshua was not able to conquer Jebus.  Jebus remained in the hands of the Jebusites during the time of the Judges. The Jebusites were safe behind the walls of Jebus during the times of Othniel, Gideon, Samson or Deborah, and even King Saul.  When David became king of Israel he decided to attack Jebus.  The Jebusite soldiers stood on their walls and mocked David’s men.  But David’s nephew Joab found a secret way into the city and defeated the Jebusites.  As a reward David made Joab the head of his army.  David then made Jebus his capital and renamed it Jerusalem.
4the Amorites:  The Amorites originally settled in Assyria.  They became the leading nation in the Middle East.  They were very powerful, and were looked up to with great respect by the other nations.  They built up the city of Babylon on the Euphrates River.  

The Amorites used magic a lot.  They studied dead animals’ livers as well as the stars, to get information from their gods.  When they went out to battle their generals always had magicians or astrologers on their staffs.  They were supposed to give the generals guidance or commands from the gods.  Experts have discovered a great Amorite library.  It was filled, not with books, but with clay tablets.  Some of those tablets were on how to make magic work.  One of their drainage systems was also discovered, and although it was now 3,500 years old, it was still in good working order.
The Amorites were powerful during the time of Abraham, which would be around 2100 BC.  Abraham could speak the Amorite language.  The Amorites moved down into Canaan after Abraham’s time, while the Israelites were turning into a nation in Egypt.  Some Amorites settled in Jebus and Hebron and Lachish.  Lachish was nearer to the coast, down the hills, near where the Philistines settled in the Gaza area.  Because the Amorites were a superior nation, wherever they settled they usually took control and became the local leaders.  They liked the highlands.  So they drove the Canaanites off the hills and down to the coast or down to the Jordan Valley.  They also pushed them into the great Jezreel Valley, which runs from the Jordan River and ends at Mount Carmel by the sea.  They even took control of the Transjordan, all the way up nearly to Damascus in Syria.  
It was Amorites who ganged up to attack the town of Gibeon, and who were chased away by Joshua and the Israelites.  That was when God poured hail on the Amorites and made the sun and moon stand still at midday.  The sun stood still in the sky for an extra whole day, so that the Israelites had enough daylight to complete their conquest of the enemy.  It is very clear that the Israelites needed God’s help to defeat the Amorites, never mind the other powerful nations as well.
5the Canaanites:  The Canaanites were descended from Canaan, the son of Ham who was the son of Noah.  The word “Canaanites” actually means “businessmen.”  Many of them were traders.  Sometimes all the nations in Canaan were called Canaanites.  The Canaanites began the Bronze Age, just as the Hittites began the Iron Age.  
They had many gods.  To them gods controlled the weather and whatever else happened in nature, such as births or deaths.  Their main gods were the god of war and the goddess of sex.  Ba’al was “The Boss.”  But there were a whole lot of bosses.  Their gods behaved very badly, and so, of course, did the Canaanites who believed in them.  Not only were they indecent, but also cruel.
Canaanites lived in Canaan a thousand years before Abraham arrived there.  They settled mainly on the coastal areas up north, where the cities of Tyre and Sidon were.  Those people were known as the Phoenicians.  The Phoenicians were the people who invented the cruel punishment of crucifying criminals by nailing them to a large wooden cross and leaving them to die in absolute agony.  Other Canaanites moved further south.  But when the Amorites came, centuries later, the Canaanites were driven off the mountains and down into the valleys.  

The patriarch Judah married a Canaanite woman.  But Joshua was told by Moses to have nothing to do with the Canaanites.  They were to be driven out of Canaan, and those who resisted were to be destroyed.  Israel was to make no treaties with the Canaanites.  No Israelites were allowed to marry Canaanites.  However, slowly but surely, after Joshua’s time, the people of Israel began to break these rules that God had set.  Canaanite religion was easier to live by than the laws of Moses.  The Canaanites could do as they liked.  The Israelites had to obey the Lord.  That could be difficult.  People prefer what is easy and what is fun to what requires discipline and patience.  The Canaanites were a very bad influence on the Israelites.
The worst king in Israel was called Ahab.  He married an extremely wicked Canaanite woman called Jezebel.  She was a Phoenician whose father was king of the coastal city of Sidon, and a Canaanite priest.  She had a strong and evil influence over King Ahab.  That was in the time of the prophet Elijah, who stood up to Queen Jezebel’s wickedness.
13.30-33  THE FEARS OF THE SCOUTS
Then Caleb, near to Moses, told the people to be quiet.  He said:  We must definitely go up and take over the country.  We can certainly do it.

But the men who went exploring with Caleb said:  No, we cannot go up against these people because they are stronger than we are.  
So they produced a bad report about the land that they had explored.  They got the people worried and scared.  They said:  The land we travelled through when we explored it is a dangerous place to live in.  All the men we saw there are massive in size.  They are really big!  
1Over there is where we saw these terrible giants.  They are descendants of the legendary Anak.  Those people are descended from those dreadful giants.  They made us feel so small, like little grasshoppers, compared to them.  And you wanted to see the way they looked down on us, as if we were just insects to them.
1Over there is where we saw these terrible giants:  Of course, most of the Canaanites were not giants at all.  But there were giants at Hebron, and Hebron was right in front of them.  It was the way into the Promised Land.  The first attack would have to be against Beersheba, and the second or third attack would need to be against Hebron.  
The scouts gave the impression that the whole country was full of giants.  They made the problem seem worse than it really was.  What they had really discovered was that conquering Canaan was going to be hard work.  What they really wanted was an easy victory.  Since it was clearly not going to be easy, they made the excuse that it was going to be impossible.  
While giants are big and powerful and intimidating, their weakness is that they are clumsy and slow.  They do not like to be surrounded by fast, nimble fighters working as a team, attacking from all directions.
Chapter 14

14.1-4  ISRAEL COMPLAINS ABOUT ATTACKING CANAAN
The whole assembly was shocked and troubled, and they put up a loud complaint.  Everyone was shouting in their unhappiness.  People were crying.  They cried right through the night.
They criticized Moses and Aaron.  The whole of Israel turned against them.  The whole assembly complained.  They shouted:  If only we had died back in Egypt, or even in this desert.  If only we had all died!  
Why is the Lord bringing us to this country just to be killed in a war with these people?  Our wives and children are going to be kidnapped by these nations, and stolen from us.  1Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?
They talked this over together, and then decided:  We should put someone in charge to lead us back to Egypt.
1Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?  People do not like new problems.  They prefer the old problems that they know and understand and have got used to.  They would rather go back to those than face problems that they do not know how to live with or cope with.  

14.5-9  JOSHUA AND CALEB STAND UP FOR GOD 
This was a major disaster for Moses and Aaron.  They fell down on their knees in front of the whole crowd of Israelites who were gathered there.
It was also a big crisis for Joshua and Caleb, who were among the scouts who had explored the country.  The two of them 1tore their clothes in despair.
Joshua and Caleb then spoke to the whole crowd of Israelites.  They said:  The country we travelled through when we explored it is an excellent country.  It’s a very, very good land indeed!  2It is most suitable and just what we need.
Remember that our getting there is up to God.  If the Lord is pleased with us, he will get us safely into their country.  That’s the land the Lord is going to give us.  It’s a wonderful and blessed country, a land flowing with milk and honey.  
But please don’t argue with the Lord and turn against him like this.  I’m telling you that 3you must not be scared of the people of that land.  We are going to beat them!  They have turned away to evil and so have lost any hope of getting 4God’s protection.  But the Lord is with us, so don’t be afraid of them.
1tore their clothes:  This was a custom in those days in the Middle East.  When people got bad news, or were shocked by something, they would tear their clothes in their grief.  This is the same sort of thing as people wearing black when they are mourning.  It is also like people burying their faces or heads in their arms or their hands when they suddenly get disappointed.  When they saw someone in torn clothes, they knew that that person had a big problem.  They could easily see that he was very unhappy, and treat him with care and sympathy.
2It is most suitable:  The most common work that Israelites had always done was farming.  Whether on the highlands, or in the valleys, Canaan was very good farming country.  On top of that there was lots of space for the twelve tribes to set up farms.  They would be in a country where there was plenty of room for all their farms and their herds of cattle and flocks of sheep.  

3you must not be scared of the people:  Fear, or worry, is a big problem in our lives.  We get scared of people.  The result is that we lose confidence in God.  We then give up on what is true and right.  In this way people get away with what is wrong, and we lose out on what is good.  It is most important – it is absolutely vital – that we keep listening to the Lord and keep on trusting him.  He will help us to get what is best for us.  We must believe in God rather than worry about people.
4God’s protection:  Believing in God is what makes the biggest difference in our lives.  When the scouts and the people gave up believing in God all they could think about was the great, strong, high walls around the towns in Canaan.  They could not possibly attack them.  They would just be killed if they tried.

But Joshua and Caleb kept up their belief in God.  They had seen how godless the Canaanites were.  So they knew that God was not with those people.  They also knew that if they obeyed and pleased God, then he would be on their side.  Those great, strong, high walls would mean nothing if the Lord God was against those defending them, and supported those attacking them.  Besides that, not all the towns were surrounded by these walls.  Many towns were not protected by walls at all.
The only reason why the towns were so strong and safe was because God was keeping them to give to the Israelites.  The reason why the bunch of grapes was so big was simply because God wanted to hand over excellent farming land to his people.  By keeping their faith in the Lord, Joshua and Caleb could see this.  By losing their faith in God the rest of the people could not see it.  They saw only what frightened them.
14.10-12  GOD GETS CROSS WITH THE PEOPLE
The whole crowd of Israel got together and came up with the idea of killing Joshua and Caleb by hurling big stones at them.  But then the Lord stepped in.  He appeared at the Tent where the nation meets for worship.
The Lord spoke to Moses.  He said:  For how much longer 1are these people going to go on letting me down like this?  Where do they get such contempt for me?  Why on earth can they not believe in me despite all the miracles that I have done for them?

I am going to cause a virus to hit them, and destroy them.  But I shall make you into an even greater and more powerful nation than Israel is.
1are these people going to go on letting me down like this?  Here is a hard lesson that we need to learn about the Lord.  It is a lesson that many people do not want to learn.  It’s that the reason why God punishes unbelievers is because they do bad and wicked things.  They break God’s commands and do a lot of harm to others.  But God also punishes believers.  He punishes them for not believing in him.  He punishes them for turning their backs on him and giving up on him.  He punishes them for failing to trust him.  Once they fail God, they end up doing what is wrong and bad.  They will be punished for that even though they have called themselves believers or Christians.

14.13-16  MOSES PRAYS TO THE LORD 

Then 1Moses pleaded with the Lord.  He said:  If you kill all these people of yours the Egyptians will hear about it.  News will certainly reach them because by your great power you brought this nation out of Egypt from right among them.  
Then they will tell the news to everyone living in that country.  The Egyptians understood that you, the Lord, were with these people of Israel.  They knew that you, the Lord, were actually visible to the Israelites.  The Israelites could see you in the form of your cloud that remained over them.  There was also the column of cloud that went in front of them during the day, and that became a column of fire to give light by night.
If you put these people to death, the whole lot of them, then the nations will have something to say.  Those who heard the news about you will say:  
The Lord was not able to get these people into the country that he promised them.  That’s why he killed them off in the desert.
1Moses pleaded with the Lord:  Thanks to the Bible we know how this great man prayed 1,400 years before Christ.  Thanks to the Bible we know that God listened to this prayer.  This gives us an idea of how we can pray for people.  It is possible to get God to change his mind.  It is possible to rescue some people.  This prayer shows us that God likes us to talk things through with him, the way we would reason with our parents.  God wants us to think when we pray.  God encourages us to care about his good name, and to care about his people, and not just to care about ourselves.
Moses is not begging God to let these people off.  They have done something wrong, and it is serious.  Rather, Moses is pleading with the Lord to see to it that more people don’t lose their respect for him.  God must look after his own reputation.  That is what will bring salvation to his people.  The reason why God saves and looks after his people is so that more people will come to respect him and believe in him.  God’s reputation is that he is good.  Moses wanted God’s reputation to grow in the world, not fizzle out.  

Moses also wanted God’s people to reach the Promised Land.  He did not want them to fail.  He did not want either God or his people to fail.
The great importance of Moses is that he is the Lawgiver in the Bible.  The other great importance about him is that he led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt, and then was their leader for 40 years in the desert.  But there is a third great importance of the life and work of Moses:  He prayed for his people.  He cared for them.  He brought God to them.  And he pleaded with God to accept his people despite their faults and failures and sins.  He was a great intercessor, someone who prays or pleads for others.  In this way he showed, at the beginning of the Bible, the great and vital work that Jesus Christ would do for the whole of mankind.  Jesus came to save the world.  He dedicated himself to praying and caring for all God’s people, all people who will listen to God.  He prays for us and cares for us even though we make many mistakes, even though we have many faults, even though we have failed God many times, and even though we have sinned against God.  Somehow or other, as our Leader and Intercessor, he gets us right with God in the end.

14.17-19  MOSES ASKS GOD TO FORGIVE THE PEOPLE
So now, my Lord, show how great your ability is.  Do what you said you do.  
You said that 1you do not easily get angry.  You said that it takes a lot to make you get cross.  That’s because you have so much love for us that you forgive sin.  You even forgive those who turn away from you.  Yet of course you certainly don’t leave people unpunished when they deserve it.  2You also punish the children for the sins of their parents.  You even punish the children’s children and their children too.  You punish people right down to the third and the fourth generations.  You are definitely not a softie.  You have said this yourself.
But now, please forgive the sin of this people.  Forgive them because your love is so wonderful, so great.  Forgive them the way you kept forgiving them from the time they left Egypt, right until now.  You can forgive and you can punish; you can punish and you can forgive.
1you do not easily get angry:  God is great in many ways, not just in power and strength.  He is especially great in his good character.  One important part of his character is his patience with us.  He puts up with us and our faults and nonsense as no one else does.  It takes a lot for God to get cross.  He is exceptionally caring and helpful.  Moses is appealing to God because he is so generous and kind.  

This shows us that God welcomes it when we ask him to give us another chance.
2You also punish the children for the sins of their parents:  This is what God said when he gave Moses the Second Commandment.  God gave Moses the Ten Commandments on top of Mount Sinai.  These commandments are for everyone in the world.  The second commandment says:
You must not produce for yourself any idol.  
You must not worship them, because the Lord your God is a jealous God.  
I shall punish the sin of the fathers on their children.  
I shall do this to the third and even the fourth generation of those who hate me.

Any idol is a man-made idea of what God is like.  Most people believe that there is a God, but most people prefer God to be what they would like him to be.  So they invent their own ideas about God.  For some people he is an easy-going God.  For others he is a very strict God.  
But as for God himself, it is most important that we learn the truth about him, and accept him for what he is, instead of what we want him to be.  
“Jealous” means that God does not like lies or false ideas about himself.  Nobody likes lies or misleading news about themselves.  Everybody is jealous or sensitive about their own reputation.
If people make up wrong ideas about God, then, obviously, they are not going to respect and obey him as they should.  They will sin against him.  For that God will punish them.  

Then the Lord warns us that this is a very serious thing.  Not only will people be punished for refusing to listen to God, but others will get hurt as well.  It will affect their families and relatives and friends.  Wrong ideas about God will influence others to have wrong ideas about God.  For that they will also suffer.  It may take generations for that bad influence to wear out.  This is a very serious warning to all of us.  By refusing to listen to God we not only bring trouble on ourselves, but we also cause trouble for those we love.
Moses knows that God means what he says.  This commandment is meant to be obeyed.  
14.20-25  GOD ANSWERS MOSES’ PRAYER

Then God answered Moses.  He said:  Alright!  I forgive them.

But I want to make this absolutely clear:  I do exist, and my honour and majesty fills the whole world.
Therefore, all the people who saw my greatness and my miracles that I did in Egypt and in the desert shall be punished.  They will be punished because they have doubted me.  They have done this ten times already.  They won’t obey my orders.
They are not going to see the land that I promised to their ancestors.  All those who have criticised me and rejected me shall not see it!
But that does not apply to my servant Caleb.  That’s because he has a different attitude and spirit in him.  He has full confidence in me.  So I shall bring him into the country that he explored, and his descendants will inherit it and settle there.  
But for now, we shall leave your enemies the Amalekites alone, and we shall leave the wicked Canaanites living in the whole length of their country.  Tomorrow you must turn back.  Get yourselves back toward the desert.  Head off down south, back to the way you came, toward the Red Sea.  
14.26-35  GOD EXPLAINS THEIR PUNISHMENT
Then the Lord explained to Moses and Aaron why he was doing this.  He said:
This crowd has bad intentions.  They are causing me grief.  It just goes on and on.  When is it going to stop?  They are obstinate and stubborn and constantly complaining about me.  I have picked up the complaints of the Israelites who are complaining against me and criticising me.
You tell them from me, that I can assure them that this is my decision.  It is final!  I will not put up with this.  1What you said, and what I clearly heard, is exactly what I shall do to you.  
Yes!  You ARE going to drop dead in this desert, just as you said!  All who attended that numbering, when the whole of Israel was counted, will die in the desert.  It will apply to everyone who was then 2twenty or older.  It’s all those people who have criticised me.  
Not one of you will enter that country that 3I promised to give you to live in as your new home.  Only Caleb and Joshua will get there.
But your families, whom you said would be targets for kidnappers, will get there.  I shall get them safely into the country, and they will enjoy the land that you refused to enter.
But as for the rest of you, you shall be buried in this desert.  And that’s all there is to it!
But unfortunately your children will be looking after your cattle in the desert for the next forty years.  Your families will suffer thanks to your unfaithfulness.  So they will have to stay there until the very last one of you is buried in the desert.
Because you have turned your back on me, and given up on me, I punish you as follows:  I take the number of days that you spent exploring the country, which was forty days.  For every day that you explored, there will be a year that you are held back in the desert.  I sentence you to a whole year for each day.  You will carry the consequences of your sins for forty years.  You will learn that that’s what happens when you become hostile toward me and break our friendship and become my enemies.
This is what I, the Lord, have decided.  I can assure you that I have made up my mind.  I will do this to the whole of this unfaithful nation 4who assembled together to vote against me.  In this desert is where they will finish up and come to an end.  Here is where they shall die!
1What you said, and what I clearly heard, is exactly what I shall do to you:    

This is exactly what Jesus warned us. He said:  
You will be judged by God.  He will judge you by what you say.  
If what you have been saying is right, then 
God will accept that
and set you free.  You will be justified.  You will not be found guilty.  
But if what you said was bad, 
you will be condemned
by what you yourself have said.  Matthew 12.37  
That is precisely what God is doing here to the Israelites.  It is meant to serve as a warning to us.  Don’t get yourself condemned!  

2twenty or older:  Here is another important tip for us:  From God’s point of view adults are more disobedient than children.  We tend to think that it’s the other way round.  The secret to a good life is to learn what is right and good while we are young, and then stick to it when we have grown up.  The problem is that grown-ups are not as disciplined as children usually are - or should be.
3I promised to give you:  God’s promises depend on how we behave.  We cannot claim that God has promised us anything if we do not keep our side of the bargain.  God will look after us only if we listen to him.  God has promised us heaven and life after death and everlasting life.  But this applies only if we obey him and trust him.  He has promised us forgiveness, no matter what we have done.  But we get that forgiveness only if we repent.  Repent means that we stop doing what we should not do.  We give up our sins.
4who assembled together to vote against me:  The Hebrew says, “The assembly ganged up against me.”  This is something that we always have to be on our guard against.  When a group of people come together, they almost always decide to do what suits most of them.  This is usually how people vote.  When this happens it takes a lot of courage, moral courage, to stand up for what is right.  We know that there were some people who did not agree with the crowd, but they did not take a stand like Caleb and Joshua.  Since they remained silent, they had to be counted with what the majority wanted.  For this they were punished along with the rest.
Here is a very important lesson, a most important lesson, for us.

14.36-38  WHAT HAPPENED TO THE SCOUTS

Now this is what happened to the men that Moses sent to explore the country.  They returned with a report that got the whole community upset with Moses and complaining against him.  This was because the report that they produced was a nasty and ugly rumour about the country.  
As a result, 1God punished the men who spread that slander about the land, saying that it was bad and hopeless.  They died.  They died of the killer plague.  The Lord saw to that.
But Joshua and Caleb survived.  They were the only ones of those men who went to explore the country who remained alive.
1God punished the men who spread that slander:  This is one of the most important examples in the Bible of what God thinks about people who tell others what is wrong, and who discourage people from doing what their duty is.  They acted as experts.  They took advantage of the fact that they knew more about the country than the Israelites did.  They told the people NOT to do what God had told them that they must do.  They admitted that there were some great things about Canaan, but all that goodness was of no use to them whatsoever.  There were problems.  The problems were too big for them; they were huge!  It would be crazy and stupid to try to enter that country.  They must all just give up.  They were now faced with an utter mess.  They could not go forward as they all wanted to.  It would be useless.  They would just get wiped out, all of them.  And it was all Moses’ fault!  They got everyone against Moses.
This sort of thing builds up a dreadful anger in God.  And it ought to work up a very strong disapproval in us too.  You don’t ever do this kind of ugly thing!  We must always encourage people to do what’s right.  We must never discourage them from doing what’s right.
14.39-45  THE ISRAELITES GET BEATEN BY THE CANAANITES
Then Moses announced the news to all the people of Israel.  He told them what the Lord God had decided, and what their punishment was to be.  The people were utterly shocked, and filled with bitter regret for what they had done.  They collapsed into deep misery.
The next morning they recovered.  They decided to set off to go up the mountains of the hill country.  They announced:  Come on!  We are going up to the place that the Lord promised to give us.  1We admit that we have sinned!  We made a big mistake!
But Moses said:  2 Why do you ignore the Lord like this?  Why do you take no notice of what he ordered you to do?  What you are about to do will not achieve anything.  You shall not succeed!
You must not go up into the hill-country and attack the Canaanites because the Lord will not support you.  If you don’t want to get yourselves hurt by those people who are your enemies, then stay here.  Don’t go up there!
Don’t go because the Amalekites and the Canaanites are ready for you.  If you try to attack them you are going to die in battle.  The reason for this is that you turned your back on the Lord.  Therefore 3the Lord is NOT going to help you.
But they wouldn’t listen.  They were determined to go right up to the top of the hill-country.  However, 4the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord did not leave the camp.  It stayed where it was.  So did Moses, their leader.
What Moses predicted happened.  The Amalekites and the Canaanites who were living in that hill-country came down to meet the Israelites.  They beat the Israelite army and defeated them.  They chased them for miles, to a place near a town close to the border with Edom.  The name of the town near the place where they ended up, exhausted and demoralised, was called, 5“Devastated!”
1We admit that we have sinned:  Here God teaches us something about sin that people have to learn the hard way.  When we admit that we have sinned, we are forgiven by God.  But we still have to face the consequences.  Repenting does not mean that we get away with our sin.  
For example:  If one hits a ball and it breaks a window, however much one says, “Sorry!” and however much one feels sorry, the glass is still broken.  Someone has to fix it and someone has to pay for it.  The real point of saying “Sorry” properly is that one will take responsibility for the broken glass, AND that one will be more careful another time.  That is what is meant by repenting.
The Israelites had to learn a lesson that they must respect God and listen to him and obey him.  This is exactly the lesson that all of us need to learn.  Unfortunately, we often have to learn it the hard way.  We must not, and cannot, and dare not, mess around with God.
2Why do you ignore the Lord like this?  God is teaching the Israelites that they cannot undo a sin.  We cannot undo any sin or the problems that it causes.  

Originally the Israelites did not want to tackle the challenge of attacking the Canaanites.  They not only refused to do it, but they blamed Moses for the problem.  They had a very bad attitude and ugly feelings.  They had thought that it would be as easy as crossing the Red Sea had been, and that God would deal with the Canaanites as he had dealt with the Egyptians.  They did not expect that they would have work to do, and that what they had to do would require courage.  They became bitter.  The Lord now told them that they would have to suffer the consequences of their rebellion.  They changed their mind only because they were going to be punished.  They were merely trying to wriggle out of their punishment.  They were like someone denying he had stolen something, and then, when he was found out, admitting it and saying sorry.  That is no good.
3the Lord is NOT going to help you:  What God does is to set his people a big challenge that is too hard for them to achieve.  This is so that they will need his help.  But to get God’s help his people must trust him and therefore obey him.  If we won’t trust him and won’t obey him then we cannot expect him to help us when we need him.

4the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord:  When God gave the Ark of the Covenant to the Israelites, he told them what to do with it.  One of its purposes was to go into battle with the people of God.  That would mean that they could count on the Lord helping them to fight.  The Ark would give them confidence.  It meant that God would look after them and help them fight against their enemies.
Faith in God means that we know that he will help us.  But, of course, it all depends on our listening to him and doing what he says we must do.  Confidence in God comes out of obeying him.  It is when we really do trust God that we shall obey him.
5“Devastated!”:  This word, in Hebrew, has a special meaning.  It means to wipe something out completely, to get rid of it.  It means the same as a K.O. (knock-out) in boxing, or knocking something for a six, as in cricket.  When God told his people to attack the Canaanites, he told them to K.O. them, or knock them for a six.  They were to be wiped out because they were so evil.  But now, because they had disobeyed God, instead of knocking the enemy for a six with God’s help, they had been knocked for a six themselves.
Chapter 15

Chapter 15 is utterly and completely different from chapter 14.  Here, in chapter 15 we just have a list of rules that the Israelites must keep.  Chapter 16 will go back again to serious action and trouble in the desert, just like chapter 14.  People often wonder why the Bible just jumps around like this.  It does not seem to make sense.
In fact, some Christians have said that this chapter 15 is a mistake.  It should not be here.  It should be somewhere else.  Either Moses made a mistake, or people copying what Moses had written decided to put this chapter here, in which case it is an even bigger mistake in the Bible.  It is interesting that it was not a Christian but a Jew who once told a conference that Moses knew what he was doing when he put this chapter here.  He said that putting this chapter here shows us clearly that although God punished his people for disobeying him, he then immediately got back to teaching them how he wanted them to live.  This shows that when he punishes us, he then gets back to training us to be what we should be.  God does not give up on us.
It is also possible to see another reason.  God gives us rules the way a coach gives his team rules.  The rules are to train us to live properly and to obey God.  We shall benefit greatly if we listen to these rules.  So, what Moses is getting at was that training in doing the right thing must continue, even though the nation had done the wrong thing and been punished for it.  It would be the same with a modern sports coach:  If his team put up a poor show it would be time for the coach to get the players back to the rules they need to keep to perform properly and well.  So even though the Israelites must stay in the desert for forty years, they must also go on learning how to respect God and do as he says.  If his people have let him down, then training them to be holy must continue.  Their failure shows clearly that this on-going training is needed.  The Israelites had failed God badly.  They now had to face forty years stranded in the desert, without a home country.  The first thing needed to get them right was to teach them God’s rules.  It they kept those rules, things would come right in future.
Even though they are going to die in the desert, they and their children must get to know God’s laws.  The children will need to know how to live as faithful people if they are to conquer the Promised Land.  And even though the adults are going to die before they get there, they must learn not to give up on God.  
This shows us that, between crises and trouble, Moses would go back to his main work or calling of explaining to people how God wanted them to live.  Moses had to give a lot of his time to leadership and the problems that come with being a good leader.  But what he concentrated on most of all was the truth, the truth about God, and the laws of God.  If the people got those laws right, they would enjoy life and have success.  If they ignored or forgot those laws they would slide down to their ruin.  
The most important work Moses did was to give God’s people God’s laws.

15.1-7  RULES ON HOW TO WORSHIP GOD
Once again the Lord spoke to Moses.  He said:  

Speak to the Israelites.  Tell them that here are some guidelines on how to worship me.  You ARE going into that country.  You will have homes that I am going to give you.
There 1you will burn sacrifices to the Lord.  Some sacrifices will be to dedicate yourselves.  Some will be to make a vow or a promise.  There will be voluntary offerings that you just want to give to God.  Or there will be sacrifices when you have times of festivals and celebrations.  You will be able to present the lovely smell of roasted meat to the Lord from your herds of cattle or from your flocks of sheep.
Then with the meat that he offers to the Lord he must also present an offering of bread.  This tribute, or gift, must be baked from 2the finest quality flour, 3carefully measured.  Mix it with just the right amount of olive oil.
4There must also be an offering of wine.  You must measure the right amount.  You must produce the wine with the meat offering or the sacrifice.  Serve it with the lamb.  Present it to the Lord.
Do the same if you present a ram to the Lord.  Make a bread offering from fine flour as a gift to honour the Lord.  Double the amount of flour (to 4 litres, roughly,) and mix with it more oil than you offer for a lamb (over a litre.)
Also offer some wine with which to toast the Lord and give him your respect and loyalty.  Measure the right amount: it must be more than you use for a lamb (which would be over a litre.)  Then offer it to the Lord to bring him pleasure.  Wine poured over roasted meat will smell very nice.
1you will burn sacrifices to the Lord:  This meant that when people got together for worship, they would cook meat.  Meat was always a treat.  When they gathered for worship then it was a special treat, and there was plenty of it.  The smell of roasting meat was a lovely smell that put everyone in a good mood.  It was a treat that people looked forward to.  That was the secret of worshiping God: worship him in a good mood.
2the finest quality flour:  The grain had to be ground with a special stone until it became a fine powder.  It was then carefully sifted with a fine sieve, to get any lumps, however small, out of it.  This was the sort of flour that one could make cakes from.  The point was that it was to be of the finest quality.  It had to be extra special.  

That is the kind of worship God wants us to present to him: our worship must be based on truth.  Our conscience must be clean.  Our intentions must be pure.  We must not have ugly thoughts in our hearts.  We must examine our feelings, to make sure they pass the test of godliness.  We must train ourselves to live the way the Bible tells us to live.  The careful preparation of the flour for making bread for God was a sign: if we worship God, we must take care to live good quality lives.  That’s the point of worshiping such a good God.  
True worship of God makes us live good lives.
In order to worship him properly we should live good lives.
3carefully measured:  The Bible tells us what the measures were to be.  The problem is that we do not really know what these measures were.  We measure in kilograms and litres.  But these are modern measures used since about a hundred years before the First World War.  That was about the year 1800 or just before, in other words, in the time of Napoleon. But the measurements used in the Bible were completely different.
The amount of flour for a lamb was roughly 2 litres.  This is about the same size as a loaf of bread.  The amount of oil would be, roughly, 1 litre.  The wine was also about one litre.

4There must also be an offering of wine:  People drink wine for enjoyment, so wine has always been the sign of happiness.  
This is what God wanted for his people.
When they came to worship him, he wanted them to be happy.
But, of course, wine can also cause drunkenness if people have too much of it.  Some wine would help them to celebrate.  Measuring the exact amount of wine that should be poured over the roast could remind people that when they drink wine they need to be careful or disciplined or responsible.  Drinking too much when they celebrated would spoil their worship of God and their celebrations in his good name.  Celebrations, and even happiness, need a certain amount of self-discipline.  To drink too much can cause one to behave or to talk foolishly.  Foolishness can easily lead to trouble.  Trouble can cause suffering.  God wants people to enjoy themselves, and not overdo it.  The worship of God must not produce ugly problems among his people.
15.8-12  HOW TO WORSHIP THE LORD
That is also what you must do when you offer a young bull from your herd.  It may be 1an offering to DEDICATE yourselves to the Lord, or a sacrifice to make a VOW or promise to the Lord.  Or you could make a FRIENDSHIP offering to the Lord.
Then you must bring, with the bull, a gift of fine flour properly measured, (roughly 4 litres or 2 loaves of bread,) mixed with the right amount of oil (a bit more than a litre.)  That is a grain offering.
You must also bring wine to pour out onto the roasting meat.  Use the right amount (a bit more than a litre.)  2It should make a pleasant smell.  This is the thing to do for the Lord.  It is a drink offering.
3This is what is to be done for each bull or each ram or with any young lambs or goats.
However many sacrifices you may offer, this is what you must do with each one of them.
1an offering:  Three types of offerings or sacrifices are mentioned here.  When the Israelites came together to worship God they would have a feast.  The idea was to thank God for his goodness to them, and to celebrate their faith in him, and worship him.  There would be different kinds of celebrations of worship. 
- The offering of Dedication:   This was where someone would want to dedicate himself to God.  He or she wants to worship God and be faithful and loyal to him.  It is a declaration of trust in the Lord, of love for him and being willing to obey him.  It is the same sort of commitment that people make when getting baptised or married, or when becoming a minister or priest or missionary.  It means giving oneself to the Lord.
- The offering of a Vow or a promise:  This was where someone needed God’s help for something important.  That person might then decide to promise something to God if he would help or give his support for what that person needed.  An example of this was where Hannah desperately longed for a son.  She vowed to God that if he gave her a son, she would give him to serve God in the Tabernacle.  That was how the future prophet Samuel was born, the prophet who appointed David as king of Israel.
- The offering of Friendship:  This is the Hebrew word, “Shalom.”  This offering was made when someone prayed for peace or friendship.  Friendship means peace.  It is also an offering that is given out of thankfulness to celebrate when a big project is finished or a big task is completed.  It was also made to ask God to get something right or to heal someone, or to sort out a big problem.  It was a sacrifice or offering for success and to get God’s blessing.
2It should make a pleasant smell:  This gives us a clue as to what the worship of God is meant to be.  Worship is supposed to be something pleasant, something lovely, something beautiful, something nice, something encouraging, something refreshing and uplifting, something good and helpful to us.  When we feel something worthwhile coming out of our worship then we know that that is what God wants.  God has given us worship for his honour and pleasure, and for our comfort and to uplift us and inspire us.
3This is what is to be done:  It is difficult for us to understand that when God was worshiped an animal had to be slaughtered.  But there were three reasons or principles for this that we need to understand, because we also need to worship God.  Slaughtering the animal was not what was really important.  The vital part was why it was done, the principle of the thing.
First, the slaughter of the animal meant that it was a very special occasion.  It was like dressing up for a special event or occasion.  It was like standing up when someone important comes into the room.  It was like music before someone makes an important announcement.  It was something special.  Worshiping God is something special.  It is not only something we need, but also something that makes us better people.  It is actually the most important thing we can do in life.  It is even more important than work.

Secondly, animals were slaughtered for a feast.  In our world we forget that every time we eat meat an animal has been slaughtered.  Slaughtering means that it was killed for food.  This is what creatures of prey are doing in nature all the time: they are killing other creatures to feed on them and to provide food for their young.  The one animal dies so that the other animal may live.  
God told his people to have a feast when they came together to worship him.  A good feast together does people a lot of good.  That is what worship is for.  Worship is the way God feeds our soul and gets us to enjoy him and enjoy life.  In heaven there will be no more slaughtering and no more killing.  It won’t be necessary.  But we have to get there first.
Thirdly, the slaughter of an animal in ancient times was to prepare people for the coming of the Messiah.  The basic idea of worship is for God and us to be friends.  Because we have sinned, we have spoilt our friendship with God.  Worship is the way to mend that friendship and keep it pure.  The way for that to happen is for the animal to die so that we may live.  This was to prepare God’s people for the idea of the Son of God dying so that we might get right with God and live as his family.  Worship keeps reminding us how kind God is to give us another chance in life after we have gone wrong.  The animal died instead of people dying, to teach us that Jesus died so that we may live.  We need to understand the ancient sacrifices in order to understand properly Christ’s sacrifice for us to be saved.
15.13-16  EVERYONE MUST WORSHIP THE SAME WAY
Everyone who was a born Israelite must offer sacrifices this way.  Everyone who wants to come to worship me must prepare a roast with a pleasant smell.  Do that for the Lord.
That also applies to any new-comer to Israel who visits your country.  The same thing applies to whoever settles down to live for generations among you.  If he offers a cooked sacrifice to the Lord, it must be a pleasant-smelling roast.  He must do it exactly the same way that you have to do it.
When the people get together the custom must be the same, both for you and for the visitor or stranger who lives with you.  This must be a permanent custom for your generations to come.  1What applies to you applies to foreigners.  Both of you must worship the Lord the same way.
The same law and the same rule shall apply to you and to the person who is different from you and who lives in your territory.
1What applies to you applies to foreigners:  There is a big weakness in human nature that can become an ugly situation or even a great evil.  It is that people do not like others who are different from them.  God insists, strongly, that we must all worship him the same way.  This is to prevent what we call xenophobia, which means hating people who are strangers, who are different from us.  (Phobia is Greek for dislike or hatred.)  We are to be polite to visitors.  We are to be respectful to strangers.  We are to welcome foreigners.  We are to get on with people who are different from us.  We are to treat everybody well.  This applies especially to people who worship the Lord.  If we can worship together, properly, then we can live together peacefully.  That is what the Lord wants.  That is his law.  The Lord is strict about this.
15.17-21  DONATING FOOD TO THE LORD
To understand the next section, and many others, we must remember that the people of Israel were farmers.  Most of them lived on farms in the country.  They lived with animals and crops.  So their way of worshiping God was linked to agriculture or farming.  Nowadays our way of worshiping is usually linked to money and finance.  But in the Bible the church was supported from farms and plots and gardens, and from their cattle, sheep or goats.

The Lord spoke to Moses.  He said:
Speak to the Israelites.  Say to them:  When you get to the country where I’m taking you,
1you will be able to eat the food that grows on the land.  Then you must 2donate some of it to the Lord.
Do this when you first start harvesting your crops.  Grind the grain into flour in order to make cake.  Contribute that directly from your threshing floor.  That’s how you should offer it to the Lord.
Make this a rule for all generations:  The first grain that is ground, from your crops, you give to the Lord.  God comes first.
1you will be able to eat the food that grows on the land:  The Israelites would have to spend another 40 years in the desert.  This was just about an adult life-time.  In the desert food was hard to come by.  Besides the manna that God sent them, there was little else that they could grow in those rough conditions.  This means that being able to grow crops and pick fruit from trees in the Promised Land, would be a tremendous and most welcome change for them.  
2donate some of it to the Lord:  After some years the Israelites would get used to the good food, and that there was plenty of it.  Then they would begin to take it for granted.  So, as soon as they arrive in Canaan, they must get into the habit of remembering to be grateful to God for giving it to them.  They must learn to appreciate that God had provided this good food.  Donating some food to the Lord would help them to keep on being thankful to God for what they could eat and drink.  Food given to the Lord would be used to support the priests, who could then concentrate on doing God’s work and looking after the people.  This donated food would also be used by the priests to feed the poor or needy people.  If everyone gave a bit of what they enjoyed to the priests, then no one living in Israel would starve.  If everyone had enough to eat, and food to enjoy, then the whole nation could enjoy their food better without feeling guilty about those who were hungry and suffering.
15.22-26  SINS WE DID NOT MEAN TO DO
Now Moses deals with a type of sin that we are all guilty of.  It is when we sin but did not mean to do it.  For example:  
A traffic officer stops someone for speeding.  The driver may say, ‘I did not notice the speed restriction sign.’  Or he may say, ‘I did not realise that I was speeding.’  Most times when drivers say this, they are just making excuses.  They are lying.  But there are times when what the driver says is perfectly true.  He did not mean to speed.  However, whether he meant to or not, whether he is making excuses or telling the truth, he has still broken the law, and will be fined.
This is the kind of problem that Moses is dealing with.  It is called unintentional sin.  We did not mean to sin, or we did not realise it was a sin.  But we are still guilty because God had said: Don’t do that!  This is a common sin for people who do not study the Bible.  When everyone does it, and doesn’t care, it is easy to do it oneself without realising that it is wrong.  There are also times when we forget what’s right, or when we get trapped into doing something wrong.  The point is that what is wrong is wrong!  It is wrong even if we did not mean to do what’s wrong, or did not realise that what we were doing was wrong.

Moses showed the Israelites how to put matters right with God.  From this we can learn how to put things right with God, and not do those wrong things again.
Here is what to do if you 1sin unintentionally.  This is if you fail to keep any of these commands that the Lord your God spoke to Moses about.
It applies to everything that the Lord commanded you through Moses.  This goes right back to when the Lord first gave those commands, and will also apply from then on for future generations.
First of all, 2what if the whole community did not realise that they were erring or failing, and it was an unintentional sin?  Then the whole community must offer one young bull from a herd.  That will be 3a Burnt Offering.  As the meat cooks, it will produce a pleasant smell.  That will be the sign that the Lord is pleased.  You must add its grain offering and its drink offering with it, as the rules say.  There must also be, from the goats, one male goat as 4a Sin Offering.
Then 5the priest must atone for the whole community of Israel.  The people will then be forgiven.  That sin was not deliberate.  It was a mistake, and the people brought an offering to the Lord which they burnt over a fire.  It was an offering for 6a sin that they admitted before the Lord.  It was for what they did that was wrong.
Then the whole community of Israel will be forgiven and pardoned.  This pardon will even include any foreigner living among the people of Israel.  God’s pardon for an unintentional sin is for all the people, for everyone.
1sin unintentionally:  In Hebrew this is one word.  It means to err or slip-up or fail.  (Err is where we get the word error from.)  It was also used of a drunk person who can’t walk straight or can’t help bumping into things, or does not realise that he is talking nonsense.  Yet by doing these things he lands up in a muddy ditch, or gets hurt, or starts a fight and causes trouble.  It means that one does not realise it is wrong until something goes wrong.  It means one finds out how stupid one was only when one gets punished for doing it.  One did not deliberately break a rule.  One broke it in ignorance.
2what if the whole community did not realise that they were erring:  From this we must learn that we can never make the excuse that everyone does it.  If it’s wrong, then it is wrong, no matter who does it or how many people do it.  The book of Proverbs tells us:  
Don’t follow the crowd if what they are doing is wrong.
3a Burnt Offering:  The Burnt Offering was a special sacrifice.  It was the basic sacrifice.  It really meant saying “Sorry!” to God.  Instead of roasting the meat so that it could be eaten, like the other sacrifices, the Burnt Offering was completely burnt up.  It was incinerated or burnt to ashes.  While it was being cooked it would give off a lovely smell.  That would indicate that God was happy with them.  But when it was completely burnt and wasted, the people could know that their sin was completely burnt up.  

4a Sin Offering:  A Sin Offering means that they admit that they have sinned, and regret it.  We call that a Confession.  It is important that sin comes out into the open so that it can be faced and dealt with.  
Once we admit that something is wrong, we, or others, can do something about getting it put right and sorted out.  The point is that we must get rid of what is wrong; we must sort it out, and put things right.
5the priest must atone:  The reason why the priest comes into the picture is because he is God’s servant and representative.  He speaks and acts for the Lord.  
Atonement means sorting out sin.  Sin is breaking God’s laws.  Atonement is fixing what was broken.  It is dealing with the problem and putting it right.  It is restoring their friendship with God.  When the priest says that everything is now OK with God, it is because that is what God wants him to say.

6a sin that they admitted before the Lord:  What is important is that they admit that what they have done is wrong.  If we realise that we were wrong, or learn that what we did broke a command of God, we must confess it.  We must take the matter to the Lord.  We must get it sorted out.  Once we have done that, we have God’s forgiveness and can forget all about what we have done.

15.27-29  WHEN ONE PERSON SINS UNINTENTIONALLY
If it is just a single person who sins but did not mean to do that, then he must bring an offering of a year-old female goat.  That is his Sin Offering.
The priest is to make atonement for the person who did not mean it, who sinned unintentionally.  The atonement will be on behalf of the Lord, and be for that person.  1He will be forgiven and pardoned.
This rule applies to the person who is a citizen of Israel as well as to 2any foreigner living among the Israelites.  One law will be for you all.  It’s for anyone who sins without meaning to. 
1He will then be forgiven and pardoned:  To be pardoned means that that person will never have to worry about that sin again.  He did not mean it, and he has admitted it, and God has forgiven him.  The whole matter is completely and perfectly sorted out.  That person can forget it.

2any foreigner living among the Israelites:  It is easier for a foreigner to make a mistake in a country he did not grow up in or does not belong to.  Nevertheless, he is responsible to learn what the laws and regulations of that country are.  He must learn to fit in with the citizens of the land.  He needs to understand what their ways are.  It is especially important that he knows what God wants.  The main reason why foreigners went to live in Israel was because they wanted to get to know God and get his blessings.  Therefore they must learn his laws and commands.  One of his great blessings is forgiveness.  With forgiveness comes love, and with love comes happiness.
15.30-31  WHEN SOMEONE DEFIES GOD

When someone commits a sin against God, deliberately, he must be dealt with and punished.  Take this action whether he is a citizen of Israel or a foreigner.  If he insults or offends the Lord out of arrogance 1he must be cut off from living among the people of Israel.  He is no longer wanted.  He is no longer a part of God’s people.  
2If he deliberately resented the Word of the Lord, because 3he wanted to live recklessly, and therefore broke God’s commandment, that person must definitely be cut off.  He is guilty of a serious sin.
1he must be cut off:  This Hebrew word, “to be cut off” has two possible meanings.  It could mean that such a person must be killed or executed.  He receives the death penalty.  It could also mean that such a person must be expelled from Israel or sent into exile.  It is not easy to be sure which of the two is meant here.  Sometimes it meant death, and sometimes it meant exile.  Here it probably means that he must no longer belong to Israel.  (When we come to the next section in this chapter it is clearly about the death penalty.)
The death penalty in the Law of Moses served two purposes.  In the first place it punished and got rid of rebellion against God.  What that law called rebellion against God, we would call treason.  Treason is the same as being a traitor.  It was the worst kind of evil anyone could commit, because treason can cause the death of many of one’s own people.  It could lead to the destruction of the nation.  Rebellion corrupts people and destroys their peace.  The death sentence was designed to get rid of this.  If you put the rebel to death, you put an end to the rebellion.
The second purpose of the death sentence, obviously, was to put people off committing this crime.  People would know that their life would be lost if they dared do such a thing.  This law saved the lives of many people who would otherwise have been the victims of some people’s rebellion against the Lord.
2If he deliberately ignored the Word of the Lord:  In this chapter the Law of Moses is teaching us that there are two types of sin.  The one is where a person did not mean to do it, and apologises.  The church can live with that, one’s country can live with that, the family can live with that, and one’s conscience can live with that.  
The other type of sin is where a person deliberately decides to do it and go on doing it.  The church cannot live with that.  That person cannot be regarded as a Christian brother or sister.  The country cannot accept that someone deliberately breaks its laws and goes on doing that.  That person is called a criminal.  The family cannot live with someone who breaks down family life, such as adultery or violence or abuse.  The person doing that must be reported to the authorities.  You cannot live with your conscience if you know you are doing wrong, but don’t care.  You certainly cannot have a proper relationship with God.  This will catch up with you horribly in the end.
3he wanted to live recklessly:  “To resent God’s Word” and “to want to live recklessly” is one and the same Hebrew word.  It means that a person wants to do what is wrong, and does not care that what he does is wrong.  He resents anyone telling him that it is wrong.  He gets angry and accuses people of “preaching at him.”  God does not tolerate that kind of attitude and behaviour.  That person will not get to heaven, unless he changes his attitude completely.
15.32-36  THE PERSON WHO BREAKS THE SABBATH

While the Israelites were in the desert, they found that a man was gathering firewood on 1the Sabbath day.  
The people who found him gathering wood brought him 2to Moses and to Aaron and to the whole assembly.
They left him under guard because 3what should be done to him had not been made clear.  
Then 4the Lord said to Moses:  The man must certainly die.  The whole assembly needs to stone him with stones 5outside the camp.
So the whole assembly took him outside the camp.  There they stoned him with stones, and he died.  They did what the Lord had ordered Moses to do.
1the Sabbath day:  Keeping the Sabbath day holy was an important rule in the Law of Moses.  God was very strict about it.  The law meant that people are not to work on the Sabbath.  They are to rest, and they are to give time to worshiping God.  They are to enjoy the day, and get encouragement from God.  To have time to do this they must not do any unnecessary work on that day, once a week.  By resting after they have been working all week, they increase their strength for the future.  Rest not only refreshes us but also quietly improves our abilities and skills.
One way in which the law applied was where making fires was concerned.  Fires were used for cooking, and, at night, for warmth.  They could keep their fires going, but could not go to the trouble of starting fires.  In those days that took a lot of time.  They did not have matches or fire-lighters.  So they had to collect firewood on the day before the Sabbath, and get their fires going.  This meant that they could relax on the Sabbath.  They would also have time to attend worship and learn about God.
The secret of getting to heaven is to do the will of God, and not just do as we please.

2to Moses and to Aaron and to the whole assembly:  
Moses was the leader of the nation.  Difficult decisions have to go through leaders.  
Aaron was the High Priest.  As a priest Aaron’s duty was to see to it that people were treated fairly.  
The whole assembly meant that anyone could attend the meeting and see for themselves what was decided and how it was decided.  This meant that the process of justice would be openly and honestly done.
3what should be done to him had not been made clear:  Here we get a glimpse of how some of God’s truth came to us.  It came sometimes a bit at a time.  At that stage what they should make of this problem was not clear.  They would ask God for clarity.  Once God had told them what to do, they would know how to handle that kind of problem in future.
This is also one of the ways that we learn about God.  We learn bit by bit.  We learn by experience.  We find out some things about God’s truth as we go through life and face problems.

4the Lord said to Moses:  The man must definitely die:  This is difficult for us to understand, but it teaches us some very important things:

First, although it was the responsibility of Moses and Aaron and the whole assembly to judge this case, the decision was taken by God.  When we take decisions, or have to judge a matter, it is most important that we listen to God.  In this case Moses and Israel did God’s will.  That is what we must aim at when we have to decide on important issues, especially those that involve other people.  
The secret to life is doing God’s will.
Secondly, this shows us clearly that God has the power of life and death over us.  It is God who really decides who lives and who dies.  God has the right and the power to put us to death or kill us.  As Jesus, the Son of God, pointed out to us, God is even able to send us to hell.  To respect this is what is called “the fear of the Lord.”  As we fear authorities who have the power to punish us, so we should fear God.  The fear of the Lord simply means that we do not disobey him.  This man who collected firewood on the Sabbath did not fear the Lord.  He did not care what God had commanded.  No one is going to get away with that kind of attitude.  The book of Hebrews in the New Testament warns us that 
It is an awful and frightening thing to get on the wrong side of God.  (Hebrews 10.31)
Thirdly, God’s commands are important and clear.  God means what he says.  Even when Moses and all Israel were uncertain about what to do, the Lord was crystal clear.  This is why it is so important for us to learn to listen carefully to God.  This is why Christians study the Bible.
Fourthly, when we disobey God there will be serious consequences.  We may be able to bluff people, even leaders.  We may be able to bluff everyone.  We may even be able to bluff ourselves, but we shall never be able to ignore God.  God had told the people to keep the Sabbath.  He had also warned them what would happen if they broke his laws.  The death sentence applied to a number of evils and rebellion and serious disobedience.  Here God also applies it to breaking the Sabbath.  The reason why that man was stoned to death by all the people was to send a clear signal to future generations that this commandment is important to God.  It is actually one of the Ten Commandments.
Fifthly, we see the deep difference between God and people.  The Israelites just saw the man doing what he had been told not to do.  But God could see what was going on in this man’s heart.  He was deliberately disobeying God.  He was rebelling against the Lord.  He had turned his back on what Israel stood for, and betrayed his people.  God could see all this in his mind and heart.  God alone knows the difference between someone failing to do what is right, and someone deliberately doing what is wrong.  People often cannot see this difference.  We sometimes have to give someone the benefit of the doubt.  God has no doubts.  This judgement that God made was not so much for collecting wood as it was why he was doing it.  The man’s evil intentions were what led to his death.  We have all been warned clearly that when God judges us, he is going to get at what was going on in our heart.
5outside the camp:  “Outside the camp” means that the man lost his citizenship in Israel.  He was removed from the nation in disgrace.  He was put to death outside the camp because this was a tragedy.  It was also a warning.
Keeping the Sabbath Day holy:  
We need to learn from this that obeying God’s commands to keep the Sabbath day holy is important for us.  To work on the Sabbath day does us no good.  On top of that it shows disrespect for God.  Keeping the Sabbath over the centuries used to show who were God’s people.  It was rather like wearing a T-shirt or team colours that shows what one stands for.  People in society could tell who the Christians were by the fact that they rested on the Sabbath Day and worshiped God.  Keeping the Sabbath is the sign that one believes in and trusts the Lord and therefore obeys him.  It is a sign of loyalty to God, our Creator and King.
The Sabbath was the very first rule that God made on the seventh day when he created the world.  It is also the fourth command of the Ten Commandments that are so important to our relationship with God Almighty, our Creator and our Saviour, our Judge and our Father.
15.37-41  GIVING THE PEOPLE DIGNITY
There are two ways to get people to co-operate and to obey.  They are commonly known as “the carrot and the stick.”  One way is to punish people for doing what is wrong, so as to put others off doing it.  That is what the last section was about.  The other way is to honour people for doing what is right.  When you give people self-respect and dignity they usually then behave well.  That is what the next section is about.
Of course, neither carrot nor stick will guarantee that everyone behaves properly.  This is because sin is a moral disease that has corrupted our attitude.  There will be an example of this in the next chapter, which begins after this next section.

Once again the Lord spoke to Moses:  He said:
Encourage the people of Israel.  Tell them to 1make a border for themselves on the edges of their clothing.  They must do this for all generations from now on.  They must sow the border ribbon onto the edges of their clothes with 2purple thread.
You will wear that honourable border ribbon.  When you become aware of it you will remember what God expects of you.  You will recall the commandments of the Lord, and you will obey them.  That will stop you from just doing what you feel like doing and going after whatever you like.  You won’t then make the mistake of being unfaithful to me.  The ribbon you wear will remind you to be loyal to me, because it will make you feel important, important to me.
Then you will appreciate that you must keep all my commands.  In that way you will be faithful and dedicated to your God.
I am the Lord your God.  It is I who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God.  I am the Lord your God!
1make a border for themselves on the edges of their clothing:  There are all sorts of ways of making one’s clothes look smarter.  One way is to pin a flower to one’s jacket or dress.  Another is to put a feather in one’s cap.  A popular one in many schools is to line the edges of a blazer with a special border.  That indicates that the wearer has achieved some special honour.  It makes that person proud to wear that blazer.  This usually means that that boy or girl is likely to feel proud of his or her school, and behave well because of that.  God now wanted his people to make their clothes look smart because they were special people.  They ought to be proud of who they were and what they were.  They were God’s people.  God wanted their children to grow up proud of the fact that they belonged to the nation of Israel.  
People wearing those borders would be like people today belonging to the same club or school or any other organisation.  When people wear the same colours, they feel they belong to something special.
Jesus also wore these borders on the edges of his clothing.  Sometimes, when people were desperate to get his help, they would get close to him and just touch a border.  To do this, with faith in him, was enough to get the healing they needed. 

2purple thread:  Purple was the most honourable colour.  Just as gold was the most noble metal, so purple was the colour worn by kings and other important leaders in the nation.  Someone dressed in purple was always shown special respect.  
Here the edging on their clothes, sown on with purple thread, was always to remind the Israelites that God had chosen them to be special people in the world.  They must behave accordingly.  Honourable people should live honourable lives.  
This is what the Christian calling is.  We are called to live in such a way that we bring honour to God by bringing respect to ourselves by the way we behave.
Chapter 16

16.1-3  KORAH CHALLENGES MOSES
A man called Korah [kaw-ra OR kaw-rach, ch as in loch] decided to take over the leadership of Israel.  1He was a Levite.  Four other men who belonged to the tribe of 2Reuben [roo-bin] joined forces with him.  They included Dathan [day-thin] and Abiram [a’vee-raam] and a man called On [awn].
They rebelled against Moses.  Two hundred and fifty other men joined them.  They were men from the whole nation who had been appointed by the assembly and were important and well-known.
They all ganged up against Moses and against Aaron.  They complained to them, saying: You think too much of yourselves.  This whole gathering, all of them, are just as holy as you.  3The Lord is also with them, and not just with you.  So why do you regard yourselves as more important than this assembly of leaders?
1He was a Levite:  Moses and Aaron also belonged to the tribe of Levi.

2Reuben [roo-bin]:  Reuben had been Jacob’s oldest son, his firstborn of his twelve sons.  (Reuben had also been unfaithful to his dad.  As a result, although he had been Jacob’s firstborn, he had lost that privilege.  It had passed to Joseph, and then to Judah.)
3The Lord is also with them:  We can only guess what this rebellion was about.  We know that Moses and Aaron were in their eighties, if not older.  Younger people do tend to get impatient with older people, just as adults sometimes get irritated by children.  The fact that so many leaders joined in this rebellion must mean that there had been a lot of talk or whispering going on, criticising Moses and Aaron and their leadership.  This kind of underhand talk, and criticising leaders behind their backs, is something we must all be careful to avoid.  It does take a lot of self-discipline to avoid getting dragged into a big complaining and criticising session.
The demand that these rebels made was that everybody should be able to have a say and a vote.  This is what is called democracy.  The problem with democracy is that one lot of people say one thing and vote one way, while another lot believe in something else and vote another way.  The fact that more people vote one way does not necessarily mean that they are right.  But when the argument for democracy is used just so that a few powerful leaders can get what they want, then it is particularly dangerous.  In this case the problem with their demand was that there was nothing really wrong with Moses and Aaron’s leadership.  They were doing what God told them to do.  To criticise that was asking for big trouble!
16.4-7  THE TEST OF WHO IS HOLY
When Moses heard this, he was terribly upset.  He fell down to pray.
Then he said to Korah and to his whole crowd:  In the morning the Lord will show who belongs to him and 1who is holy, and who is his priest.  That is who the Lord will support.  Whoever the Lord selects, that is who he will support.
This is what you must do:  Korah and all his crowd must fetch 2their fire-pots.
Then put fire in them and put incense in them, and present them to the Lord tomorrow.  Then the Lord will use that as a test to show us all who will be the man whom the Lord chooses.  He will be the one whom God regards as holy.  You sons of Levi have gone too far!
1who is holy, and who is his priest:  Korach was a Levite.  All the Levites worked for God.  They had all sorts of duties looking after the equipment in the Holy Tent.  They also assisted when the priests offered up sacrifices to the Lord.  So they were holy.  They were God’s workers.  But they were not priests.  The priests were God’s specialists.  Only the descendents of Aaron were priests.  The work of the priest, basically, was to bring God to the people and bring the people to God.  This was a very holy and special work.
2their fire-pots:  Fire-pots were used to burn incense, or perfume, in.  The priests used them for worship, but, of course, the Levites looked after them because they were part of the holy equipment of the Holy Tent.  Now the Lord told all the rebels to bring a fire-pot, as if they were also priests.  Then they would see whether or not God would accept them as priests, which they claimed they were entitled to be.
16.8-11  THE PRIVILEGE OF THE LEVITES
Moses spoke to Korah.  He said to him:  Listen, you Levites:  

How can you complain when the God of Israel has selected you from the whole nation of Israel?  You are to serve the Lord and come near to him.  You are special!  You are privileged!  1You are to do duty in the Tent of the Lord.  You are responsible for the congregation, the worshiping people.  You are to serve them and organise things for them.
God has given you this privilege, as well as to all Levites.  But you also want to take over the priesthood!
So, you and all your gang who have got yourselves together: why are you picking on Aaron?  Why are you stirring up criticism against him?
1You are to do duty in the Tent of the Lord:  Nobody was allowed to go near the Holy Tent of God.  This was to remind the Israelites that the Lord was holy and needed to be highly respected.  He is awesome!  The only people allowed in the Tent were the priests whose responsibility it was to lead the worship of God.  But the Levites were also an exception.  Their job was to look after the Tent and all the equipment in it.  They were to keep it clean and in good working order.  When the Israelites moved their camp, the Levites were to pack up the Tent.  When they got to where they were going, the Levites were to set the Tent up again.  This meant that the Levites were regarded as very important people in the nation of Israel.  They were looked up to because their work was so important to everyone.  They were like the people who work for the President of a country and organise what he has to do.  Such people are on the President’s staff.  Well, the Levites were on the priests’ staffs.
16.12-15  DATHAN AND ABIRAM REBEL AGAINST MOSES
Moses also sent a message to call Dathan and Abiram [a-bigh-rim OR a’vee-raam] to come and see him.  But they refused to get up and come.

They sent a message back to Moses:  We have had enough of you!  You got us up and out from a good country where we enjoyed having plenty of good things.  Then you brought us into the desert to kill us off.  Now you want to be a dictator and control us!
On top of this you have NOT brought us into a good farming country.  You have not given us fields and vineyards as we were promised.  Whatever next are you going to do?  1Are you going to rip out the eyes of these men?  No!  We will not come!
Moses was furious.  He said to the Lord:  Do not accept any gift that they offer you when they worship you.  
2I have never taken a single donkey from them!  I have never wronged any one of them.
1Are you going to rip out the eyes of these men?  In ancient times when kings did not trust certain people, they would put out their eyes.  This would guarantee that those people became harmless and could not rebel against the king.  It would also be a severe warning to others not to rebel against the king.

That Dathan and Abiram could say such a thing about Moses shows how nasty they had become.  Anyone who knew Moses knew that he was not that type of person.  He would never think of doing that sort of thing to anyone.  But people who rebel have a nasty attitude.  They are inclined to think that others would do what they themselves would do.
2I have never taken a single donkey from them!  Kings and dictators used to get gifts from people, especially those who were important or rich.  Good horses were a favourite present.  These gifts were to get the king’s favour.  Sometimes kings would help themselves to such gifts, in the same way that bullies take what they like from weaker people.  Moses tells God that he has never done anything like this to anyone.  He has not accepted anything from anyone.  He has just looked after God’s people.  He has left their leaders alone.  Moses has not expected, or demanded, anything from anyone.
16.16-21  KORAH’S CROWD VERSUS MOSES AND AARON
Moses announced to Korah:  You and all your followers must come before the Lord tomorrow.  It is to be you and all of them, as well as Aaron.

Each man is to take 1his fire-pot or censer with him.  You must put incense in them and present them as an offering to the Lord.  Each one must have a censer for burning incense.  There must be 250 censers.  2Both of you, Korah as well as Aaron, must each have your censer.
So they took each man his censer.  They put fire in them and they put incense in them.  Then they stood at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting for holy worship, with Moses and Aaron as well.
So Korah and his followers gathered against Moses and Aaron at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting.  Then the magnificence of the glory of the Lord was seen.  It appeared to the whole assembly of Israel.
The Lord spoke to Moses and to Aaron.  He gave them this warning:
Get yourselves right away from this assembly so that I can destroy them and put a complete end to their rebellion at once.
1his fire-pot or censer:  The censer was a small metal pot.  Burning coals from a fire would be put in it.  Then incense would be put onto the fire.  This would be some sort of special perfume or spices.  When burnt they would give off a lovely smell.  This was used in the worship of God.  The lovely smell was to give the worship an atmosphere of happiness, like giving a woman a bunch of flowers, or playing some pleasant music in the background.  It was important that God should be pleased with their worship.  Burning incense during worship was the function of the priests.  A censer was to burn incense.
2Both of you, Korah as well as Aaron:  This shows that Korach, the Levite, wanted to take over from Aaron, the aged High Priest, who was probably somewhere around 90 years old.  Levites were not allowed to become priests, never mind the High Priest.  Only Aaron’s sons and descendants could serve as priests.  
This rule prepares us for the fact that only the Son of God could be the nation’s Messiah, as well as the Saviour of the world.
16.22-27  MOSES SEPARATES THE REBELS FROM ISRAEL
But Moses and Aaron fell flat on their faces instead.  They cried out to God:  1No!  Please, God, no!  You are truly God, and the lives of the whole of mankind depend on you.  2One man is sinning, so you mustn’t get angry with the whole assembly!  
Then the Lord spoke to Moses.  He said:
Well then, speak to the assembly of Israel.  Warn them!  Tell them:  Get right away from the tents of Korah, Dathan and Abiram!
Then Moses got up off his knees and went to Dathan and Abiram.  The elders of Israel followed him.
Moses warned the assembly, saying:  Move away!  This is an emergency!  Get right away from the tents of these guilty men.  Don’t have anything to do with them.  Otherwise you will be caught up in what is going to sweep them away.  It is going to destroy them because of all their sins.
So the people moved away from the area around the tents that were the homes of Korah, Dathan and Abiram.  However, Dathan and Abiram came out and remained standing at the entrance of their tents.  With them were their wives and children and their grandchildren.  
1No!  Please, God, no!  Moses and Aaron now realised that God was angry with the whole nation.  He was going to punish all of them.  This gave Moses and Aaron a great shock.  They knew that God was serious.  He was really angry.  The whole nation had been arguing and rebelling many times since they were miraculously freed from Egypt.  God had already had to punish all the adults in the nation.  They had a maximum of 40 years to live, and would have to die in the desert.  These 250 men who followed Korach the Levite were leaders of the nation.  They voted for Korach and there were lots of Israelites who would vote for them.  God had now had enough of the lot of them!  Moses and Aaron realised that thousands of Israelites were now going to die as a result of this rebellion that Korach was leading, with the support of Dathan and Abiram.  Moses and Aaron became desperate.  This was a prayer of desperation to save the nation.
2One man is sinning:  This statement looks as though it is not exactly the truth.  But what Moses means is that there is one man who is responsible for this rebellion.  One person has caused it all.  Others have followed him.  The same thing happened in heaven when the Archangel Lucifer, or Satan, the devil, started the whole rebellion against the Son of God.  Up to a third of the angels in heaven joined Lucifer’s rebellion.  They were all expelled from heaven, along with Satan their leader.
16.28-30  HOW THE REBELS WILL DIE
Then Moses said:  This is how you will know that it was the Lord who sent me to do all these things, and that it was not just what I wanted to do.

I can tell you that these men shall not die the way people usually die.  If they are meant to end their lives the way people naturally end their lives, then the Lord has not sent me to be your leader.
But what if the Lord invents something completely different?  What if they die by means of an earthquake!  Then, you will know that the Lord wants nothing at all to do with these men.  I tell you that the ground is going to break open and swallow them up.  They, and everything they own, will fall down alive to their doom.
16.31-35  THE END OF KORAH’S REBELLION
When Moses finished explaining all this, the earthquake happened.  The ground under these men split open.
A wide crack opened up in the earth and swallowed 1them and their families.  It took away every man who supported Korah, with all their belongings.
They, and everything they owned, fell down alive to their deaths.  Then the earth closed up over them, burying them completely.  By this means they were removed from the congregation.
All of Israel who were standing around fled at the sound of their terrified shrieks as they fell.  The Israelites panicked, shouting:  We must get away, in case the earth swallows us up!
On top of this fire broke out from the Lord.  It burnt to death the 250 men offering worship with their censers.  
1them and their families:  Theses awful deaths need some explaining.  When Dathan and Abiram stood at the entrance to their tents, they had their children and their little ones with them.  They were all killed.  
There are many Christians who do not like this part of the Bible.  Most unbelievers will strongly criticise the fact that God killed even the little children.  Even believing Christians will find this very hard to explain to anyone, especially to their children.
Listen to three verses from Psalm 106:

These men became envious of Moses in the camp, and of Aaron, the holy one of the Lord.

So the earth cracked open and swallowed up Dathan, and buried the gang of Abiram.

On top of that a fire broke out amongst their followers.  The flames destroyed the wicked.

The godly writer of this psalm or song of praise is worshiping God for what he did to those rebels.

Those rebels very nearly brought about the destruction of the nation.  It was Moses and Aaron who saved Israel from being wiped out.
Listen to two verses from the New Testament book of Jude:
There are people who insult things they don’t understand.  
What they do understand they understand only by natural instinct, like animals.  

Those are the things that corrupt them.
They had better watch out!  They are following the example of 1Cain [kayn], 


and for the sake of money they will be ruined like 2Balaam [bay-lim], 


and will be destroyed by the same sort of rebellion as Korah.

1Cain:  You can read about Cain [kayn] in Genesis 4.  Cain got so jealous of his brother Abel [ay-bil] that he murdered him.  God did not kill him but made life difficult for him for the rest of his life.

2Balaam [bay-lim],  You can read about Balaam starting in Numbers 22.  In order to put a curse on Israel he got the people of Moab to tempt or seduce the Israelites to have sex with the women of Moab.  Balaam came up with this deadly plan in order to get rich quick.  Instead, he lost his life.

JUDE (whose name was Judas, but not the Judas who betrayed Jesus) was Jesus’ step-brother, the son of Joseph and Mary.  His short letter is warning God’s people that they must not make the same mistakes as wicked people made in the past.  Those who rebelled against God suffered very seriously for their rebellion.
The Psalmist praises God for what he did to the rebels, which saved the nation.  Jesus’ brother warns us not to follow the examples of rebels because it will ruin our lives.  These warnings are more important and more reliable than any arguments people use who do not like what happened to Dathan and Abiram’s families.  
What happened to Korah, Dathan and Abiram is also a warning for us of what it is like when wicked people go to hell.  It is a terrible, frightening and ghastly end to their lives.  They fall alive into hell.  Some of the wicked even drag their own families down with them.  The fault is not God’s.  It was Dathan and Abiram who took their families with them to defy Moses.  The blame lies with those who argue and fight against God, and influence others to do the same.  Even today there are lots of cases of parents causing the deaths of their children or even other children.  This often happens where there is bad driving or drunk driving.  Whatever people may think, or may not like, that is what happened to Dathan and Abiram’s families.  

The point is that when an earthquake causes wicked men AND their families, including little ones, to fall alive and shrieking to their deaths, this is a dreadful warning.  This is a picture of what hell is like.  It is something to be avoided as top priority, and at all costs.  What happened to Dathan and Abiram is the worst kind of punishment there is: they and their whole family and everything they owned were destroyed.  Jesus himself warned us that we must not be afraid of people, but we must be afraid of God.  People can hurt us or even kill us.  But God can not only hurt or kill; he can also send us into hell.  We must learn to respect him above everyone else, and see to it that he is our first priority.
But there is also a surprise for us if we listen to four verses in Numbers 26 where a census was taken of the tribe of Reuben.  When they were counted we are told this:
Dathan and Abiram were national officials who rebelled against Moses and against Aaron.  They were part of the following of Korah who rebelled against the Lord.  So the earth opened up and swallowed them and Korah when that gang died.  Then the fire destroyed the 250 men.  This happened as a warning.  But the sons of Korah did NOT die.

Korach’s sons did not agree with or follow their dad.  So they saved their lives.  There are many cases where good children come from ungodly parents, just as there are many causes where sinful children come from righteous parents.  
But Korach’s children did not just avoid a horrible death.  400 years later King David set up a team of musicians to worship God at the Holy Place.  Most of those musicians were descendents of Korach the Levite.  You can read about this in 1 Chronicles 6.  On top of that there are 11 Psalms that were written by “the sons or descendents of Korach.”  Most of them are from Psalms 42 to 49.  Although God was furious with Korach, he was proud of Korach’s family.
When one remembers that Korach led the rebellion against God it is amazing and wonderful that God spared his sons.  This also shows that God knew exactly what he was doing when he did not spare the families of Dathan and Abiram.  
We learn two lessons from this: 
First, that God will show mercy where he sees that mercy will do good.  
Secondly, that God will punish very severely where rebellion against him cannot be reformed.  

The POINT of all of this is that:
We must not argue with God, or rebel against him.

We must treat what is written in the Bible with respect.

16.36-40  WHAT HAPPENED TO THE FIRE-POTS (CENSERS)
Then the Lord spoke to Moses.  He said:
Tell 1Eleazar [el-ee-ay-za] the priest, Aaron’s son, that he must pick up the fire-pots or censers of the 250 men who died.  The coal in the censers was still burning in them.  Throw the coal far away, for these censers are holy because I want to use them.  
The censers belonged to these sinful rebels who lost their lives.  Now they must melt them and beat them into metal sheets.  These must be welded onto 2the altar.  That’s because these censers were presented to the Lord, so they became holy.  Therefore, 3let them be a sign to the people of Israel.
So Eleazar the priest collected the bronze censers that had been brought by those who were burnt to death.  Then they hammered them into sheets and welded them to the altar.
This metal plate welded to the altar will be a reminder, a memorial, for the nation of Israel.  The lesson is that no one in Israel can serve as a priest without God’s permission or authority.  People cannot take over what belongs to God.  No one, who is not a descendent of Aaron, is to burn incense before the Lord.  This will prevent anyone ending up like Korah and his followers.  So Eleazar did what the Lord told him to do through Moses.
1Eleazar [el-ee-ay-za]:  Eleazar’s name means “God’s help.”  El means God and “ezer” means help.  The name Ezra also means ezer or help.  Ezra was a priest who left Babylon to return to Judah when the Persians (or Iranians) allowed the exiles to go back.  Ezra was a descendent of Eleazar.  Eleazar was Aaron’s third son.  Aaron had four sons who worked with him as priests for the nation.  When Aaron’s first two sons were killed by God for messing around with their ministry, Eleazar became Aaron’s heir to the office of High Priest.  He was a good man and a good priest.  Eleazar was the High Priest when Israel entered and conquered the Promised Land under Joshua’s leadership.
2the altar:  The altar was a large fire-place on which meat was burnt or cooked.  The idea was to share a meal with God.  Sharing a meal meant being friends.  This was how God wanted his people to worship him.  The key thing in this worship was the fire.  The fire was not just meant to cook; it was also meant to burn away anything that was not pure.  The fire was the sign that the worshipers’ sins were being burnt away.  This was rather like people washing their hands before eating, or dressing up for a special dinner.  The main thing about worshiping God is that he wants us to be clean and pure.  That is what “holy” means.  God is holy and he wants us to be holy too.  That was the purpose of using the altar to worship God.
3let them be a sign to the people:  The Lord wanted to make sure that the people learnt a lesson from this tragedy that had happened.  The burning coals in the fire-pots were a sign of burning up sin.  The coals were to become ash and be thrown far away.  The censers were to be hammered into metal sheets as a reminder that the rebellion had been crushed.  The sheets were to be welded to the altar so that the Israelites would always remember how God had got rid of the sin of rebellion.  People are to listen to God.  They are not to dictate to God what they want.  To worship God means to become obedient to him.  It does not mean to use God to have our own way.
16.41-45  MOSES AND AARON ATTACKED BY THE PEOPLE
Again, on the very next day 1the whole nation of Israel criticized Moses and Aaron.  They accused them, saying:  2You are responsible!  You killed the people of the Lord!
Then the whole crowd got together against Moses and against Aaron.  Moses and Aaron turned toward the Holy Tent of Meeting, where the worshipers meet with God.  3To their great relief a thick cloud covered the tent, and the majesty and glory of God was seen there.
Moses and Aaron went to the front of the Tent of Meeting.
The Lord said to Moses:
Have nothing more to do with this crowd!  Leave them alone!  Then I can put an end to them at once!  But Moses and Aaron knelt down before the Lord with their faces to the ground.
1the whole nation of Israel criticized Moses and Aaron:  This Hebrew word “criticized,” or complained or argued or murmured, is a word that is not often used in the Bible.  It is used in three chapters in Exodus and in three chapters in Numbers.  It was used when the people criticized Moses.  The word is also used once in the book of Joshua, when Joshua and the leaders of the tribes of Israel were criticized by all the people.  In that case Joshua and the leaders deserved the criticism that they got.  That was when they were bluffed by the town of Gibeon and made a treaty with them.  They failed to ask God for advice.  So, they made a mistake and all the people were upset with them - and rightly so.
Moses was different.  He came in for a lot of criticism, but it was all unfair.  He was just doing what God had told him to do.  In this way Moses teaches us something about Jesus.  Moses was easy to criticize because he was such a humble and gentle man.  In this way Moses was very like Jesus.  Jesus came in for a terrific amount of criticism, especially since he was so kind and friendly and courteous.  All that criticism was wrong and bad because Jesus always obeyed God and did so much good to so many people.  Today it is still the same: there are many people who criticize Jesus and try to put people off believing in him.
Jesus told people that even if they criticised him, they could still get God’s forgiveness when they realised that they had been wrong and unfair.  In fact, he said that even if people insulted him, insulted Jesus himself, they could still be forgiven.  But he warned them to be very careful about criticising God or his Holy Spirit.  This is because God cannot ever do anything wrong.  On top of that Jesus warned that if anyone insults God’s Spirit he can never be forgiven, neither in this life nor in the life to come.  When we see how many hundreds and thousands of people died for criticising Moses, we should realise that we must be very careful about arguing with God.
2You are responsible:  When things go wrong people often look for someone to blame.  Korah, Dathan and Abiram did what was wrong, while Moses did what was right, but Moses gets the blame.  God destroyed the rebels, but now these rebels are called God’s people, and Moses is blamed for what God did.  This shows us what people are really like.  We must be careful never to become like that.
3To their great relief:  What a great relief to turn away from the anger of unreasonable people, and turn to the majesty and goodness of God!  The Lord arrived just in time to save Moses and Aaron.
16.46-50  MOSES AND AARON SAVE THE PEOPLE
At this point God began to punish the people who had turned against Moses.  A plague, or virus, broke out among them.  Moses acted immediately and urgently.

Moses said to Aaron:  Take the censer!  Put fire in it from the altar!  Add incense to it!  Hurry up and go to the assembly!  1You must atone for them!  We must get God to forgive them.  This is because the Lord is very angry with them, and the plague has started!
Aaron took his fire-pot censer just as Moses told him to.  He rushed right in among the assembled people even though the plague or virus had started to kill them.  Aaron the priest offered up burning incense and so atoned for the sins of the people.
He took a stand among the dead ones, and among the living ones, and it stopped the plague.
It turned out that the number of those who died from the plague were nearly 15,000, on top of those who died from Korah’s rebellion.
Then Aaron went back to Moses at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, because the virus had stopped.
1You must atone for them:  The word “atone” is very important.  It has to do with our relationship with God.  What God wants is that we are his friends.  But sin spoils that friendship.  When friendships break up there is often anger or bitterness.  Friends can become enemies.  To atone means to sort out what has caused that anger and unfriendliness.  The original meaning of the Hebrew word was to fix the leak in a boat.  A broken friendship is like a boat springing a leak.  It is urgent that it is repaired.  
To get the idea of atonement, it is something like a child doing something wrong and making his parents angry.  Atonement is sorting that out.  More seriously, it is like a criminal making a judge angry by what he has done, and by the way he is arguing to try to wriggle out of being punished.  Atonement is where one apologises to the judge and starts to respect and co-operate with him, so as to put him in a good mood.
Another way to look at atonement is this:  Imagine someone serving you a meal, and he first of all gives you a plate that someone else ate from and was never washed.  You would protest!  You would say, I don’t want to eat off that plate.  I want a clean plate.  But when the plate is washed and cleaned, you will then accept that it can be used for your food.  Washing and wiping the plate clean, and putting nice food on it, is something like atonement.  
The point of atoning is turning a sinner into a saint.  It is changing someone one doesn’t like into someone who becomes a friend.  God changes from being angry with us, to being our loving Father.  That is what God has done for us.
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