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1 THESSALONIANS
CHAPTER 4

To begin with, we go back a few verses to what Paul says at the end of chapter 3.

CHAPTER 3

3.11-13  CHRISTIANS MUST GROW IN LOVE

May our God and Father and our Lord Jesus make it possible for us to get to you.  

I hope that the Lord will make your love grow more and more for one another, and for everyone.  I hope that he will make your love something excellent and outstanding.  I hope that your love will become like our love for you.

The better you love, the better your Christianity will be.  It is when you have love in your heart that you will live up to Christian standards.  True love in your soul will make it possible for you to be blameless when you meet God.  No one will be able to criticize you or blame you for having done anything wrong.  When you have real love in your heart it will be possible for you to be holy when you have to face God, because you will be what God wants you to be.  If you have loved Christians and people, you will be so excited when our Lord Jesus comes back with all his godly people to take over the world.  I want you to be ready when you have to meet God.

CHAPTER 4
4.1-2  CHRISTIANS MUST LIVE AS CHRISTIANS SHOULD

My dear brothers, since you have learnt how to love properly, I can now finish off my letter to you with just a few more points.  We are simply asking you and encouraging you by the Lord Jesus to do what you learnt from us.  You say you are Christians.  Well, live up to what you claim to be.  We showed you what you must do to make good progress in the way you live the Christian life.  We showed you what to do in order to please God.  This is actually what you are already doing.  Just go on doing it, and do it more and more.  Get better and better at it.

You know what instructions and orders we gave you through the Lord Jesus.

4.3-8  CHRISTIANS MUST BEHAVE PROPERLY

You know what instructions and orders we gave you through the Lord Jesus.  For instance, this is that God's rules are for you to live good, clean lives.  You men must control yourselves and not have sex with anyone else except your own wife.  

Each one of you must know how to live with his wife in a way that is decent and honourable.  It must be important for you to be able to do that.

Christians must not live the way most people live.  Because those people do not know God they will not control themselves.  They are not able to control their sex lives in a proper way.  

We told you men not to cheat and be unfair to your friend or neighbour.  Just leave his wife alone.  This is because God does not put up with this kind of misbehaviour.  He punishes those who go wrong in all these ways where sex is concerned.  We have spoken to you about this before.  We explained this clearly and urgently.

God did not want us to become Christians so that we could live indecent and immoral lives.  He called us to be clean and honourable.

So do not listen to anyone who argues with this.  If anyone rejects what I have said he is not just disagreeing with people.  He is rebelling against God.  You must also realise that God gives you his Holy Spirit to live a pure and Christian life.

4.9-12  HOW CHRISTIANS SHOULD TREAT OTHER CHRISTIANS

Another important challenge for Christians is to love one another.  We who love Jesus Christ must love all others who love Jesus Christ.  We must love them the way we love our own family.  Like the problem of sex, this is not easy.  But you people are doing well.  So I don't have to write much about this to you.  It is clear that you yourselves are being taught and trained by God himself to love one another.

On top of that you are showing this wonderful love to all Christian believers in the whole country of Macedonia.  So I just want to encourage you to keep this up.  The more you love other Christians the better.

Then there is something else that we told you clearly that you must do.  We told you to make a special effort, as Christians, not to cause any trouble or make life difficult for anyone.  Get on with your own life, your own business and problems.  Leave other people alone.  Don't make life unpleasant for them.  Do your work well so that you can afford to look after yourselves properly, and not depend on others for favours.

This is important so that we make a good impression on people everywhere, even on those who are not Christians.  We must earn their respect.  What is also important is that if you apply yourself to your work, even working with your own two hands, you will always have what you need.  You will not get yourselves into trouble or in debt.

4.13-14  THE DEAD WILL COME BACK AGAIN

My friends, I don't want you to be confused or worried about what is going to happen to the people who have died.  These are people you have loved.  You should not get too sad about losing them.  That's how the rest of the people, who are unbelievers, behave.  They get like that because they have no hope of life after death.  But you must rather think of the dead as if they are just asleep.

For we believe that Jesus died and rose again from the dead.  He now lives!  If that is so, then God will bring back the dead with Jesus.  If they were believers in God through Jesus when they left us, we are going to meet them again.  For us they are just having a good long sleep.
4.15-18  THE DEAD SHALL BE RAISED

This is what we can confidently tell you.  It is a message from the Lord.  Jesus says that we who are still living when he comes back will not meet him before those who have gone to sleep in their graves do.  The fact that we outlive them in this world does not mean that we get to heaven ahead of them.  When Jesus returns we shall not leave them behind.

Do not worry about those who have been laid to rest because the Lord himself will give a clear and exciting order to wake up those who have already died.  He will use an Archangel to give a tremendously loud order, like thunder, to those in their graves.  The Archangel will use God's trumpet from heaven to wake up the dead.  The Lord himself will come down from heaven, and the very first thing that will happen is that the Christians who died will come back to life again.

Then we who are living at the time, who have outlived the dead, will get together with them.  Following that we shall all be swept up together on special clouds that will separate us from the world, and will take us to a glorious get-together and meeting organised by the Lord up in the sky.  That is how we are going to be always with the Lord.  It will be the greatest miracle that has ever happened in the world.

And so, with this information, you can comfort one another whenever a Christian dies.

CHAPTER 5
5.1-3  BE READY AT ANY TIME FOR THE END

Of course, everyone wants to know when Jesus is coming back.  But as for you, my friends and my brothers, you don't need any letter to be written to you to explain about this.  You don't need to wonder or worry about when it is going to happen, nor about what will be going on in the world when Jesus returns.

For you yourselves know and understand very well that the day of the Lord is going to come utterly unexpectedly.  It will be rather like the surprise and shock people get when a thief breaks into their home while everyone is fast asleep.  It will be a devastating experience for many.

When people think that everything in life is fine, and that there is nothing to worry about, and that there are no problems or danger to be scared of - that's when it will happen!  The Lord's awesome day of judgement will suddenly arrive.  No one will be able to escape it when it comes.  For many people that day will be a day of fear, loss, destruction and ruin.  There will be no hope for them in the next life.  It will be rather like a woman who is going to have a baby.  Once she is going to have a baby she has to give birth, no matter how painful it is going to be.  She simply has no choice at all!  In the same way people will have to face the Lord when he comes.  They will not be able to hide away.

5.4-8  BE CAREFUL HOW YOU LIVE

But you, my friends, have nothing to worry about.  You have not shut God out of your lives like so many other people, who ignore God and therefore misbehave.  They are headed for big trouble.  But you people, who believe, will not get a terrible shock when the Lord comes back.  You will not be caught by surprise as others will be.  For them it will be as unexpected as when a robber breaks into one's home in the middle of the night.

I'm so glad to say that all of you are Christians - the whole lot of you!  You understand God's truth.  You are God's friends.  You know how to behave properly and decently.  We are not like people whose behaviour is sinful and shameful, stupid and embarrassing because they won't listen to God.  They are headed for terrible trouble.

So let us not be lazy and careless like the rest of people.  They are like unreliable people who go to sleep when they should be working.  They don't care about what is going to happen.  But let us be careful not to sin, and to make sure that we live sensible and self-controlled lives.

When the world is in such a mess is not the time to get careless or silly.  The answer to all the problems in life is not to get so drunk that one cannot think about anything properly.  People get drunk because they do not want to face life.

But we Christians are different.  We cannot afford to be like that.  We know that we need to behave.  We realise that we must be sensible.  We must control ourselves and do what's right.  We understand that there is a war going on between God and the devil.  When a soldier is fighting, he has to have the right kit or equipment.  He needs protection.  He cannot afford to get careless or drunk.  Christians are the same.  We also have to be careful how we live.  What will protect us from going wrong and getting into trouble is faith in God, love for God and hope, the hope that God has given us.

5.9-11  BE ENCOURAGED

Although we have sinned against God, he did not make up his mind to be angry with us.  He did not decide to punish us along with the people who disobey him.  He chose us to get salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

This is because Jesus was punished by having to die.  He died for us.  He gave up his life so that we might live.  He did this for all of us, whether we are now living carefully as Christians, or also for those who have been laid to rest at the end of their lives on earth.  His death makes it possible for us to live together with him forever in heaven.

So, because Christ has solved the problem of death and sin, support one another and strengthen one another.  Do this whenever anyone has to face the dreadful problem of death or the awful pain of losing someone you love who was a Christian.

Now you can read 1 Thessalonians chapter 4 in your own Bible.

An INTRODUCTION for Beginners

1 THESSALONIANS
CHAPTER 4

INTRODUCTION
The man we call the Apostle Paul was a great teacher.  He was a very clever man, and highly trained.  We would call him a Professor.  He was one of the greatest teachers in the world.  
Paul was a Jew [joo], and the Jews called him Saul, and respected him highly.  As a Jew and a leading teacher Saul had some very deep and strong beliefs.  When some Jews began to believe that Jesus from Nazareth was the Messiah or Christ, Saul became angry.  He was strongly anti Christian.  He believed that the Jewish faith was of God, and that the Christian faith would do damage to the Jewish teachings and beliefs.  To Saul the Jewish faith was old and reliable.  It went all the way back to King David and to the great law-giver and leader Moses and to father Abraham.  But the Christian ideas were new.  To Saul they were wrong.  He believed that Christian teaching would draw people away from God, and divide the Jews.
Saul not only taught that believing in Jesus was wrong.  He decided to act against Christianity.  Being an important man, he was also a powerful person.  He began to arrest Jews who had given up their Jewish faith in order to become Christians.  He began to persecute them.  He was even willing to kill them.  He organised the death of a very godly Christian called Stephen.  This had the effect of chasing many Christians from their homes in Judea.  They became refugees and travelled to other countries to save their lives.  They scattered all over the Roman Empire.
When Saul found out that some of them had gone to Syria and were teaching people there to believe in Jesus, he decided to go all the way to Syria in order to arrest them.  The capital of Syria was Damascus.  (It still is, by the way.)  But before Saul got to Damascus, something happened to him.  The Lord Jesus himself came down from heaven and stopped Saul.  Saul saw a brilliant and powerful bright light that blinded him.  He fell to the ground in fear.  Then Saul heard Jesus speaking.  Jesus told Saul to stop fighting against him and attacking his people.  Saul gave in, and surrendered his life to Jesus.
From then on Saul became an utterly changed man.  Instead of arguing against Jesus as the Messiah, he began teaching that Jesus WAS the Messiah.  He taught that Jesus was even the Son of God.  Saul had come to believe that Jesus was from God and that Jesus was truly God.  
With his great knowledge of Jewish history and the Old Testament Bible, Saul began to learn very quickly what the truth about Christ and Christianity was.  And what he learnt, he began to teach.  His teaching was powerful, and even Jews who knew the Bible could not argue with him.  Saul's teaching began to have a big effect upon the Jews.  Some Jews believed him and became Jewish Christians.  But most Jews turned against Saul and attacked him.  This caused Saul to start preaching to non-Jewish people, called the Gentiles [jen-tighls].  Many Gentiles became believers in Christ.  These were people who used to worship God in the Jewish synagogues.  When they left the synagogues because the Jews had turned against Christianity, they left in large numbers to go and worship God with the Christians.  This made the Jews very, very angry with Saul.  They were losing not only many members from their synagogues but all the Gentiles' money as well.
Now things had changed.  Instead of fighting for the Jews against the Christians Saul was converting Jews and Gentiles to Christianity.  He began to use his Roman name instead of his Jewish name.  Saul became known as Paul.

The word "Apostle" means someone who has been taught by Jesus and by God.  An apostle is like a prophet.  He knows and understands God's truth about Jesus Christ.  An apostle is someone that we should all listen to and learn from.  An apostle is someone sent to us by God to tell us about Jesus the Saviour of the world.
Paul began his travels to spread Christianity in Turkey.  Then he felt called by God to go to northern Greece.  He crossed the sea and joined the great Roman highway that ran from Rome through Greece and Turkey to the Middle East.  He travelled along this road until he got to a town called Thessalonica [thessa-lon-igh-ka OR tessa-lon-igh-ka].
Thessalonica is the capital city in Northern Greece.  It is on the sea coast and has a good harbour.  The town was originally named Therma, which meant Hot Springs.  But once Alexander the Great became famous, it was named after Alexander's sister, Tessa.  (Alexander the Great, who had lived over 300 years before Jesus and Paul, had been the king of northern Greece, which is called Macedonia [masa-dohn-ya].)  
About 40 years before Christ there was a great civil war among the Romans.  First, Julius Caesar fought against Pompey and defeated him.  Then, when Julius Caesar was killed or assassinated by his friend Brutus, with the help of Cassius [ka-see-iss], Augustus [aw-gus-tiss] and Mark Antony [an-tin-ee] went to war against Brutus and Cassius and defeated them.  The city of Thessalonica took sides with Augustus and Antony.  So when they won the war, Thessalonica was promoted to become a major Roman city and became the capital of a large part of Macedonia.  
(Augustus was the great Caesar when Jesus was born, and Mark Antony is famous for having as his girl friend the very famous Cleopatra who was the Queen of Egypt.  Eventually Augustus and Antony also ended up fighting each other and Antony was defeated and killed.  When Cleopatra heard that Antony had lost the war she committed suicide by getting a poisonous snake to bite her.)
When Paul came to Macedonia it meant that the Christian message had now crossed from the Middle East to the West, from Palestine to Europe.
Paul was able to stay in Thessalonica for three weeks.  For three Sabbath days he preached in the Jewish synagogue.  Luke tells us about this in Acts 17.  Paul made a big impression in Thessalonica.  Many Gentiles believed his news about Christ.  Some Jews also believed.  And so did some important people in the city, including a number of important women.  
But once again most of the Jews in the synagogue turned against Paul.  This time, however, they had a problem.  Normally whenever the Jews turned against Paul in his travels they had persuaded the important people in the town to turn against him.  The way they used to do that was to persuade important people that Paul was teaching people that Jesus was the King instead of Caesar.  That would, of course, turn the Romans against him.  The Romans were very nervous about that kind of teaching because all over their empire there were always riots started by some Jews who hated the rule of the Romans over them.  Jews believed in the Messiah and regarded Caesar as an enemy of God.  Most Jews realised that they needed to live at peace with the Romans, but there were always Jews who were rebels against Rome.  Things got so bad that the Emperor Claudius decided that all Jews had to leave his capital city of Rome.  He did this just before 50 AD, that is, about 20 years after the end of Jesus' time on earth.  This would stop the Jews from spreading their beliefs about a Messiah there.  With all this Roman nervousness it was often easy to get rid of Paul from their town by accusing him of preaching about a Jewish Messiah who might start a rebellion against the Roman Caesar.  

This time they could not do that.  Many of the important citizens in the town knew that Paul was not preaching against Caesar in any way.  So what the Jewish leaders did was to start a riot among the poor people.  A riot, where young men run around smashing whatever they can, is a very difficult thing to handle.  It can be very dangerous, with people getting hurt or even killed.  So, the city authorities had to be careful how to handle the situation.  The other complication for the authorities was that Paul had done nothing wrong and his visit was appreciated by many people, including important people.  Well, the authorities got together with Paul to talk to him.  As a result, Paul decided to leave Thessalonica so that the riot could die down.  Paul and his friends Timothy and Silas got back onto the highway and travelled further west.  

Eventually Paul found himself down south in Athens, the capital of Greece.  The people of Athens, who were very learned and clever, were not really interested in Paul and his gospel.  So Paul did not have much to do in that city.  But while he stayed there, he worried about the new Christian converts in Thessalonica.  They had been very keen to listen to him and learn what they could, but he had not been able to spend much time teaching them.  So he decided to send Timothy back to them to see how the new Christians were getting on.  While he was doing this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.  When Timothy came back to Paul, he brought him good news.  The Thessalonians were still as keen as ever to believe in Jesus Christ, but they did have a number of questions they wanted to ask.  Some of the more important questions were about when Jesus Christ was going to come back to the world from heaven.
So the apostle Paul decided to write them a letter to answer some of their queries and to encourage them to live as Christians should.  He ended up writing two letters to the Thessalonians.  These were probably the earliest letters that the Apostle Paul wrote that have become part of the Bible in the New Testament.  The letter to the Galatians was another of Paul's earliest letters.  These three letters form the beginning of the New Testament.  This letter, called 1 Thessalonians, was written in 50 AD, just after the Emperor Claudius ordered all Jews to leave Rome.
A BIBLE STUDY for the Young

1 THESSALONIANS
CHAPTER 4
To begin with, we go back a few verses to what Paul says at the end of chapter 3.

CHAPTER 3

3.11-13  CHRISTIANS MUST GROW IN LOVE
At the end of chapter 3 Paul tells the Thessalonians Christians that he wants to come back to see them again.  It would take him about five years to get back to Thessalonica.  Now he says:

May our God and Father and our Lord Jesus make it possible for us to get to you.  
I hope that the Lord will make your love grow more and more for one another, and for everyone.  I hope that he will make your love something excellent and outstanding.  I hope that your love will become like our love for you.
The better you love, the better your Christianity will be.  It is when you have love in your heart that you will live up to Christian standards.  True love in your soul will make it possible for you to be 1blameless when you meet God.  No one will be able to criticize you or blame you for having done anything wrong.  When you have real love in your heart it will be possible for you to be 2holy when you have to face God, because you will be what God wants you to be.  If you have loved Christians and people, you will be so excited 3when our Lord Jesus comes back with all his godly people to take over the world.  I want you to be ready when you have to meet God.
1blameless:  Blameless means that we have done nothing wrong or bad to other people.  It means that no one can blame us for having caused them harm or suffering in any way.

2holy:  Holy means that we can feel confident and happy when we have to meet God.  Holy means that we lived the way God wanted us to live.  God wants us to be clean and pure.  He wants us to be good people.
3when our Lord Jesus comes back:  People want to know when the Lord Jesus Christ is going to come back into our world.  The Bible tells us that we cannot know when this will be.  What we do know is that it will be wonderful when he comes.  What we need to know is that we must be ready to meet him.  To be ready we have to be blameless and holy.  We also know that when Jesus comes back, he will bring with him all the people who have died who believed in God and are in heaven with Jesus.
CHAPTER 4
4.1-2  CHRISTIANS MUST LIVE AS CHRISTIANS SHOULD
My dear brothers, since you have learnt how to love properly, I can now finish off my letter to you with just a few more points.  We are simply asking you and encouraging you by the Lord Jesus to do what you learnt from us.  You say you are Christians.  Well, live up to what you claim to be.  We showed you what you must do to make good progress in the way you live the Christian life.  We showed you what to do in order to please God.  This is actually what you are already doing.  Just go on doing it, and do it more and more.  Get better and better at it.
You know what instructions and orders we gave you through the Lord Jesus.
4.3-8  CHRISTIANS MUST BEHAVE PROPERLY
A NOTE TO PARENTS AND TEACHERS
This next paragraph is about sexual behaviour.  There is the issue as to whether this is suitable for children.

There are many passages in the Bible that are clearly unsuitable for little children.  Parents or teachers should read such sections and then decide whether to expose children to them, or how to steer and guide and educate children in these explicit sections, of which this paragraph is a mild example.  The problem here is that sexual conduct is an unavoidable and also an important, if not vital, subject.  Where the subject is suppressed in Christian homes, it comes up in another form on the school playgrounds, or at university, or at work.
Teaching about sexuality faces three options:

1.  Just by-pass or avoid the passage and the subject.  The problem with this option is that children are subjected to it on the playgrounds and in the media in a reckless and irresponsible way.

2.  Try to adapt the passage to the child.  This, unfortunately for many mentors or guides for children, requires time and effort.  It is, of course, the better option.  The key is to base one's approach on the understanding and interest of the child.  Answering questions is the natural way to teach awkward subjects.
3.  Just read the Bible the way it is.  Then field any questions, whether spoken or simply in the eyes.  Questions can be prompted.  The sooner a child can face these issues with a healthy understanding and discernment, the better.  The best thing is to get the child into the Bible and the Bible into the child.
The point the Bible is always making is that God wants us to be convinced about his principles.  There is a right way and a wrong way to live.  The Bible makes it clear, and helps us to resist being misled or seduced or bullied into doing what is wrong.  What's wrong always has punishing consequences, and can lead to ruin.

Do not overlook a vital message in this book.  The most important rule for Christians is to love God and love one another.  But where people fall into the sin of immorality, they are NOT able to love God, nor are they able to love one another.  Therefore, morality is very basic to understanding Christianity.

4.3-8  CHRISTIANS MUST BEHAVE PROPERLY

You know what instructions and orders we gave you through the Lord Jesus.  For instance, this is that God's rules are for you to live good, clean lives.  You men must control yourselves and not have sex with anyone else except your own wife.  
Each one of you must know how to live with his wife in a way that is decent and honourable.  It must be important for you to be able to do that.
Christians must not live the way most people live.  Because those people do not know God, they will not control themselves.  They are not able to control their sex lives in a proper way.  

We told you men 1not to cheat and be unfair to your friend or neighbour.  Just leave his wife alone.  This is because God does not put up with this kind of misbehaviour.  He punishes those who go wrong in all these ways where sex is concerned.  We have spoken to you about this before.  We explained this clearly and urgently.
God did not want us to become Christians so that we could live indecent and immoral lives.  He called us to be clean and honourable.

So do not listen to anyone who argues with this.  If anyone rejects what I have said he is not just disagreeing with people.  He is rebelling against God.  You must also realise that 2God gives you his Holy Spirit to live a pure and Christian life.

1not to cheat and be unfair:  When a man and a woman get married, they promise to stay faithful to each other for life.  This means that they will live together, sleep together and have children together.  They promise that they will not have sex with anyone else except the person they are married to.  When a man breaks that promise, he is cheating on his wife.  If he has sex with another woman, he is also being unfair to that woman's husband or the man who that woman is going to marry one day.
2God gives you his Holy Spirit:  This is something that unbelievers do not understand.

When we believe that Jesus Christ is God's Son, and regret the way we have sinned against God, God gives us his Holy Spirit.  The Spirit of God changes us.  He changes our lives in a big way.  
- First, we no longer want to disobey God and make him angry.  Our spirit fits in with what God's Spirit wants.  
- Secondly, we find that God gives us the strength not to do what's wrong, and he gives us the ability to do what's right.
Unbelievers who do not have God's Spirit find that they want to do what's wrong.  Sex gets a very powerful hold on people.  Even if they do not want to do what they should not do, they find that they cannot help doing the wrong thing.  They also find that even if they want to do the right thing, they cannot.  They can't keep it up.  Even if they try hard, they end up failing.  We just cannot get through life the pure way without God's help.  We need him.  We need his Spirit inside us.  As we grow up, we sometimes find that sex in us is stronger than we are.  But God's Spirit in us is stronger than our desire for sex.
What makes the problem of sex more difficult for most people is that there are so many people who think that sex is just for fun.  On top of that most people don't care what anyone thinks or does.  There are also lots of people who know that sex outside of marriage is wrong, but cannot control themselves.  They do it even though they feel guilty about it.  
Unfortunately, even quite a few Christians slip into sin where sex is concerned.  
We all have to be careful to listen to what God says in the Bible, in many places or passages like this one.

4.9-12  HOW CHRISTIANS SHOULD TREAT OTHER CHRISTIANS
Another important challenge for Christians is to love one another.  We who love Jesus Christ must love all others who love Jesus Christ.  We must love them the way we love our own family.  Like the problem of sex, this is not easy.  But 1you people are doing well.  So, I don't have to write much about this to you.  It is clear that you yourselves are being taught and trained by God himself to love one another.
On top of that you are showing this wonderful love to all Christian believers in the whole country of 2Macedonia.  So I just want to encourage you to keep this up.  The more you love other Christians the better.
Then there is something else that we told you clearly that you must do.  We told you to make a special effort, as Christians, not to cause any trouble or make life difficult for anyone.  Get on with your own life, your own business and problems.  Leave other people alone.  Don't make life unpleasant for them.  Do your work well so that you can afford to 3look after yourselves properly, and not depend on others for favours.
This is important so that we make a good impression on people everywhere, even on those who are not Christians.  We must earn their respect.  What is also important is that if you apply yourself to your work, even working with your own two hands, you will always have what you need.  You will not get yourselves into trouble or in debt.

1you people are doing well:  Timothy had come from Thessalonica to Paul who was at Athens, to tell him how things were getting on in the church at Thessalonica.

2Macedonia:  The town Thessalonica was in the country of Macedonia.  Wherever Christians in Thessalonica came across Christians from other parts of Macedonia, they were warm, friendly and helpful to them.
Macedonia is to the north of Greece.  The two countries are neighbours, next to each other.  Alexander the Great began his outstanding career as king of Macedonia.  He conquered Greece and then the whole of the Middle East, including Egypt.  This was some 300 years before the time of Christ.

After Rome conquered Greece, roughly from 200 BC, Macedonia became an important Roman province.  Since Paul was born a Roman citizen, he was more highly respected in Macedonia than anywhere else.  So his missionary work in Macedonia was especially encouraging there.  Even important people and leaders were ready to listen to him.  Many people listened to him.  Of those who listened, many believed what he said about Christ.  Of those who believed, many began to live the Christian life the way Paul had taught them.  Paul's ministry in Macedonia was successful.
3look after yourselves properly:  People who are lazy or careless and don't do their work properly often feel sorry for themselves when they see others doing better than they are.  They then expect others to give them what they need or want.  If people don't help them they can get angry and bitter.  Christians should not rely on others to do favours for them.  They must work for what they need.  We must not live off other people or expect them to help us when we have not done what we could have.
When we do our own work properly, we are more useful to others.  It is then easier for them to live with us.  We must never use Christian excuses to get out of carrying out our own responsibilities.  It causes people a lot of unpleasantness and frustration when careless and lazy people take advantage of others who work hard and well.  Christians must see to it that they do not sin like this.  
Being responsible for ourselves is a part of loving other people and treating them well.
4.13-14  THE DEAD WILL COME BACK AGAIN
My friends, 1I don't want you to be confused or worried about what is going to happen to the people who have died.  These are people you have loved.  You should not get too sad about losing them.  That's how the rest of the people, who are unbelievers, behave.  They get like that because they have no hope of life after death.  But you must rather think of the dead as if they are just asleep.
For we believe that Jesus died and rose again from the dead.  He now lives!  If that is so, then God will bring back the dead with Jesus.  2If they were believers in God through Jesus when they left us, we are going to meet them again.  For us they are just having a good long sleep.
1I don't want you to be confused:  When Paul writes he often says, "I don't want you to be ignorant, my friends."  By this he means that he does not want them to be confused in any way.  Paul was a teacher.  He liked to explain things about God and Christ and the Bible so that people could understand these things.  That helped people.

2If they were believers in God through Jesus:  We do not know what happens to people when they die who did NOT believe in God through Jesus Christ.  God will decide what happens to them.  
We also do not really know what people think and feel just before they die.  All we are told in the Bible is that if people believe in the Lord when they die, they will live forever.  But if they WON'T believe in the Lord, then they will not live forever.  Where people do not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, we do not know whether we shall see them again once they have died.

What Paul is writing about is that Christians love one another.  They love one another so much that they feel sad when another Christian dies.  But they do not have to feel too bad, like unbelievers often do, because they will meet one another again.  And then they shall be friends, like family, forever.
4.15-18  THE DEAD SHALL BE RAISED
This is what we can confidently tell you.  It is a message from the Lord.  Jesus says that we who are still living when he comes back will not meet him before those who have gone to sleep in their graves do.  The fact that we outlive them in this world does not mean that we get to heaven ahead of them.  When Jesus returns, we shall not leave them behind.
Do not worry about those who have been laid to rest because the Lord himself will give a clear and exciting order to wake up those who have already died.  He will use an Archangel to give a tremendously loud order, like thunder, to those in their graves.  The Archangel will use God's trumpet from heaven to wake up the dead.  The Lord himself will come down from heaven, and the very first thing that will happen is that the Christians who died will come back to life again.
Then we who are living at the time, who have outlived the dead, will get together with them.  Following that we shall all be swept up together on special clouds that will separate us from the world, and will take us to a glorious get-together and meeting organised by the Lord up in the sky.  That is how we are going to be always with the Lord.  It will be the greatest miracle that has ever happened in the world.
And so, with this information, you can comfort one another whenever a Christian dies.

To end with, we go on with some verses that Paul writes about in chapter 5.

CHAPTER 5
5.1-3  BE READY AT ANY TIME FOR THE END
Of course, everyone wants to know when Jesus is coming back.  But as for you, my friends and my brothers, you don't need any letter to be written to you to explain about this.  You don't need to wonder or worry about when it is going to happen, nor about what will be going on in the world when Jesus returns.
For you yourselves know and understand very well that the day of the Lord is going to come utterly unexpectedly.  It will be rather like the surprise and shock people get when a thief breaks into their home while everyone is fast asleep.  It will be a devastating experience for many.
1When people think that everything in life is fine, and that there is nothing to worry about, and that there are no problems or danger to be scared of - that's when it will happen!  The Lord's awesome day of judgement will suddenly arrive.  No one will be able to escape it when it comes.  For many people that day will be a day of fear, loss, destruction and ruin.  There will be no hope for them in the next life.  It will be rather like a woman who is going to have a baby.  Once she is going to have a baby she has to give birth, no matter how painful it is going to be.  She simply has no choice at all!  In the same way people will have to face the Lord when he comes.  They will not be able to hide away.
1When people think that everything in life is fine:  People want life to be nice.  When things get bad, they want God to do something about it.  When things get very bad, horribly bad, then they want the Lord to come back now!  Yet if life is good, they are not interested in anything else.  But things will NOT work out the way people think or want or like.  We have to learn to listen to God.
5.4-8  BE CAREFUL HOW YOU LIVE
But you, my friends, have nothing to worry about.  You have not shut God out of your lives like so many other people, who ignore God and therefore misbehave.  They are headed for big trouble.  But you people, who believe, will not get a terrible shock when the Lord comes back.  You will not be caught by surprise as others will be.  For them it will be as 1unexpected as when a robber breaks into one's home in the middle of the night.
I'm so glad to say that all of you are Christians - the whole lot of you!  You understand God's truth.  You are God's friends.  You know how to behave properly and decently.  We are not like people whose behaviour is sinful and shameful, stupid and embarrassing because they won't listen to God.  They are headed for terrible trouble.
So let us not be lazy and careless like the rest of people.  They are like unreliable people who go to sleep when they should be working.  They don't care about what is going to happen.  But let us be careful not to sin, and to make sure that we live sensible and self-controlled lives.
When the world is in such a mess is not the time to get careless or silly.  The answer to all the problems in life is not to get so drunk that one cannot think about anything properly.  People get drunk because they do not want to face life.
But we Christians are different.  We cannot afford to be like that.  We know that we need to behave.  We realise that we must be sensible.  We must control ourselves and do what's right.  We understand that there is a war going on between God and the devil.  When a soldier is fighting, he has to have the right kit or equipment.  He needs protection.  He cannot afford to get careless or drunk.  Christians are the same.  We also have to be careful how we live.  What will protect us from going wrong and getting into trouble is 2faith in God, 3love for God and 4hope, the hope that God has given us.
1unexpected:  The big problem of not believing in God and in the Lord Jesus Christ is that such people will of course not believe that Christ is coming back again.  So, they will not get ready for this to happen.  Therefore, they will get an awful shock when it does happen.  What will be a most wonderful and most exciting experience for Christians will be a dreadful disaster for people who refused to believe in God and who hated Jesus Christ.  Everyone who would not listen to God and behaved badly will have a lot to answer for.
2faith in God:  The three most important things Christians need are Faith, Love and Hope.
This is where Christianity begins.  When anyone finds faith in God and in Jesus Christ, he becomes a Christian.  So, what is faith in God?
Faith means having confidence in God and in the Lord Jesus, his Son.  Faith is realising that one can trust God completely.  If one trusts him, one will obey him.  The big struggle we have is that it is easier to trust people or to rely on ourselves, than to have confidence in God.  Faith is where we decide that it is better to trust the Lord than to trust people or rely on ourselves.  Finding faith in God changes our lives in a big way, for the better.
3love for God:  The three most important things Christians need are Faith, Love and Hope.

Love for God our Father in heaven, and for his Son, our Lord Jesus, is the most important thing in a Christian's life.  This is how we know if anyone is truly a Christian.  We are Christians if we love the Lord more than we love anyone else.  Love for God means that he comes first, and that we want to please him.  True love is forever.
4hope, the hope that God has given us:  The three most important things Christians need are Faith, Love and Hope.
Hope is what keeps Christians going through difficult times.  Hope means two important things:  
First, hope means that God will help us when we need him.  Hope is that we know that God will look after us.  He will not let us down.
Secondly, hope means that we know that the Lord Jesus, who is in heaven, is coming back.  He will return to take all his people to heaven.  When he comes, that will be the end of this dangerous, ugly and disappointing world.  When he takes us to heaven, we shall all be safe and happy, together, forever.  
Hope means that we are sure that we have eternal life.  We have this confidence because we have faith in Christ, and because we love him so much.  It is because of Jesus Christ that we have this wonderful hope that is better than anything else we have in the world.  This kind of hope produces confidence when we need it, and a lot of deep happiness from time to time in our lives.
5.9-11  BE ENCOURAGED
Although we have sinned against God, he did not make up his mind to be angry with us.  He did not decide to punish us along with the people who disobey him.  He chose us to get 1salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
This is because 2Jesus was punished by having to die.  He died for us.  He gave up his life so that we might live.  He did this for all of us, whether we are now living carefully as Christians, or also for those who have been laid to rest at the end of their lives on earth.  His death makes it possible for us to live together with him forever in heaven.
So, because Christ has solved the problem of death and sin, support one another and strengthen one another.  Do this whenever anyone has to face the dreadful problem of death or the awful pain of losing someone you love who was a Christian.

1salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ:  Salvation means that we are safe.  When the Lord Jesus Christ comes back, he is going to save those of us who have trusted him and listened to him.  He will welcome us and give us life forever.  He will give us a place in heaven where we shall always be safe.  We shall then have nothing more to worry about or be sad about or be afraid of.  Salvation means that we shall end up being good and happy for ever, with the Lord and with all his lovely people.
2Jesus was punished by having to die:  Jesus did not die because he had done something wrong.  He did not give up because his enemies had defeated him.  He did not suffer because he was weak or could not look after himself.  He volunteered to die so that all our sins would be punished.  That is why his death was so cruel.  He suffered and was punished so that we would not have to be punished and suffer for what we have done that was bad.  

Jesus was punished for us because he loves us so much.
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