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Chapter 8
8.1-4  A LARGE CROWD GETS HUNGRY

During those days a large crowd formed once again.  They were in a place where they did not have anything they could eat.  So Jesus called the disciples to him and says to them:

I feel sorry for the crowd.  They have stayed with me for three days and have not had anything they could eat.

If I let them go home while they are so hungry, they will faint and give up on the way.  Some of them are from far away.

His disciples answered him:  From where will anyone be able to get these people enough food?  It’s such a quiet place out here.

8.5-10  JESUS FEEDS THE CROWD

Then Jesus asked them:  How many loaves do you have?  They answered:  Seven.

Then Jesus told the crowd to sit down on the ground.  He took the seven loaves and gave thanks for them.  He broke them into pieces and gave them to his disciples so that they could hand them out.  So they served the food to the crowd.

They also had a few fish.  Jesus asked God to bless them, and told the disciples that these fish must also be served to the crowd.

So the people ate.  They all had as much as they wanted.  Afterwards the disciples picked up the pieces that were left over.  There were seven big, heavy baskets of them.

There were about 4,000 who ate that food.  Then Jesus sent them home.

Immediately after that Jesus got into the boat with his disciples.  He went across the lake to a place on the west coast, about three miles to the north of the city of Tiberias.

8.11-13  THE PHARISEES CHALLENGE JESUS

Then the Pharisees [farra-seez] turned up to meet Jesus.  They started to have a discussion or debate with him.  They wanted to get clear proof from him that God was using him, as he claimed, and as people thought.  They wanted a sign straight from heaven.  They wanted to see it with their own eyes.  They were tired of hearing stories about the great things he was supposed to have done for the people.  But actually, they were now gunning for him.  They were out to trap him.  They wanted to find something that they could use against him.

Looking upwards Jesus let out a groan of frustration in his spirit.  His response was:  Why do people nowadays want some sort of miracle?  Be sure of this:  No miraculous sign will be handed to them on a plate just for their satisfaction.  They won’t get what they want just because they demand it.

With that he left them.  He got into the boat and went away, back again to the other side.  That was the east side of the Lake of Galilee, near where the Golan Heights are.

8.14-21  JESUS’ WARNING ABOUT THE PHARISEES AND HEROD

But the disciples had forgotten to bring food.  The only thing they had was one small round loaf of bread.  Apart from that they had nothing in the boat with them.

Jesus began to give them orders by saying:  Watch out!  You must make sure that you are not corrupted by the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.  Don’t let them influence you.

The disciples were confused by this.  They discussed what Jesus was getting at by warning them about the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod.  They came to the conclusion that this was a hint: he was getting at why they had no food or not enough bread.  They felt bad about this.  

But Jesus realised how they felt, so he says to them:  Why are you making an issue because you don’t have food?  Have you not yet thought about what you have seen?  Have you not understood what happened?  Do you have hearts that have been hardened?  Don’t you want to learn?

You’ve got eyes, but don’t you see?  You’ve got ears, but can’t you hear?  You should be able to!  And don’t you remember?

When I broke up the five loaves and shared them with the five thousand men, remember that?  How many small baskets completely full of leftovers did you collect?  They answer him, Twelve.

Remember when I shared out the seven loaves of bread for the four thousand men?  How many even bigger baskets filled right up with plenty of leftovers did you collect?  They answer him, Seven.

So Jesus made an issue of it to them:  Do you not yet understand?  Do you still not see?  Can’t you make sense of what you saw?

8.22-26  JESUS’ WARNING ABOUT THE PHARISEES AND HEROD

Then they came to the town of Bethsaida.  They bring to Jesus a blind man and plead with him:  Please could you take this man and fix him.

Jesus took hold of the hand of the blind man and led him out of the village.  Jesus then licked his fingers and moistened the man’s eyes.  Putting his hands on the man Jesus asked him:  Do you see anything?

The man now found that he could see again.  He said: I see people.  They look like bushes.  But I can tell that they are people because they are moving about.

Jesus again put his fingers on the man’s eyes.  The man opened his eyes wide and stared.  His sight was completely restored.  He was cured!  He could see everything clearly, even at a distance.

Then Jesus sent him straight home.  He told him:  You must not go back into the village.

8.27-30  WHAT DO YOU THINK OF JESUS?

Then Jesus and his disciples went off to the villages of Caesarea Philippi.  On the way he questioned his disciples.  He asked:  Who do people say I am?  What do they think of me?

They told him that some think you are some sort of John the Baptist, but others a kind of Elijah.  Others believe you are simply one of the prophets.  There’s a lot of talk about you.

Then Jesus asked them what they thought.  He said:  What about you?  Who do you think I am?  Peter answers:  Sir, you are the Messiah!  

Jesus then warned them that they must not tell anyone about him.

8.31-33  JESUS WARNS HIS DISCIPLES

Then Jesus settled down to explain to his disciples what God’s purpose for him would be.  The Son of Man is going to get hurt.  He is going to suffer many things.  He is going to be criticized as a fraud.  He will be rejected as a trouble-maker by the elders, the senior rulers.  He will be hated by the chief priests, the top church governors.  He will be written off by the scribes, the experts and professors that everybody listens to.  He is going to be killed to get him out of the way.  But after three days he shall come back to life again.

Jesus now began to open up and tell his disciples what was on his mind.  He was starting to explain things clearly to them instead of just using stories or parables.  That had sometimes left them confused or uncertain as to what he was talking about.  Now he spoke in a way that they could easily understand what he was thinking.  So Peter took him aside to speak to him privately.  He started to tell Jesus to stop being so negative.  He must stop thinking and talking like this, as though everyone is against him.  He is NOT going to die!  No one is going to kill him.

But Jesus went back, because he could see that his disciples felt uncomfortable.  In front of them he corrected and warned Peter.  He says to him:  Leave me to do what I must do!  You must follow after me.  Satan is getting you to say what he wants, so that you avoid your duty to God.  Instead of taking sides with God you are agreeing with what people want.

8.34 – 9.1  THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR FAITH

Jesus then called the crowd over, with his disciples, and said to them:  If anyone decides that he wants to come to me to become my disciple, let him deny himself.  Let him give up what he likes and what he wants.  He should live for God instead of just living for himself.  To do this he should be willing to carry his cross: he should to be willing to be bullied and hated.  He ought to be willing to lose out and face troubles and disappointments.  Then he will be my disciple.  That is the sort of loyalty that I expect of my friends and followers.

For anyone who just wants to look after himself and get what he likes will ruin his life.  But whoever is willing to give up what he would like for my sake will save his life.  Anyone who is prepared to sacrifice his own interests for the sake of God’s truth and the gospel will do very well in life.  He, or she, will get to heaven.

What good will it do somebody to win all the prizes and honours the whole world has to offer, but then loses his life and ends up being punished for his sins?  Your life or your soul is more important than the whole world!

What could anyone possibly pay to rescue his soul from hell?  What could anyone possibly give in order to get his soul into heaven?

Don’t be embarrassed about me or what I say.  If anyone is ashamed of me then I shall be ashamed of him.  If you are ashamed of me as a man, I’ll be ashamed of you when I come back in glory.  I’m going to come back with the glory of my Father and of his holy angels.  Make sure you do not miss out on that.

Then Jesus promised them:  Believe me, I can promise you that there are some people here who have already made a stand in life.  These are people who are not scared of death.  They have become convinced that the kingdom of God has already become established with power in the world.  They are quite sure that not even death can crush God’s rule and control, or any of his plans.

Chapter 9
9.2-4  JESUS BECOMES GLORIOUS

After just six days Jesus takes Peter and James and John along with him, and leads them up into a high mountain.  They went alone, privately.  There he was gloriously changed right in front of them.  He was transformed.  He was transfigured.  His whole appearance became stunning and awesome.

His clothes became exceptionally white, shiny and glistening, gleaming and radiant like the stars.  They were far whiter than any professional cleaner in the world would be able to get them. 

Then there appeared to the disciples Elijah with Moses, and they were busy talking with Jesus.

9.5-8  JESUS IS GOD’S SON

Peter’s reaction to this was to say to Jesus:  Rabbi, it’s a privilege for us to be here.  Let us set up three chapels, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.

He said this because he did not really know how to respond to what he was seeing, for they were terribly scared.

Then a cloud came, covering them.  A voice came out of the cloud.  It said:  This is my beloved Son.  Listen to him!

Then suddenly, as they looked around, they no longer saw anyone except Jesus.  He was alone with them.

9.9-13  JESUS TALKS ABOUT ELIJAH

As they were coming down the mountain Jesus gave them a clear order: they must not tell anyone what they saw.  They were to keep it a secret until the Son of Man should rise from the dead.

They made a special note among themselves of what Jesus said, and discussed what is “to rise from the dead?”

But they began questioning Jesus as to why do the Scribes say that Elijah has to come first, before the Messiah.

Jesus then gave them his answer.  Yes of course, that’s true!  Elijah is indeed coming first to restore all things in the nation.  He will get things that have gone wrong back to what they should be.  But, can you tell me what the Bible means by what has been written about the Son of Man?  The Bible says that he has to go through a lot of suffering, and be treated like dirt.  Now why does the Bible say that?

But I tell you that Elijah has already come, but they have treated him the way they were determined to.  They wanted to get rid of him, and they have done that.  That is just what was written in the Bible about him.

9.14-19  THE TALK ABOUT THE DUMB SPIRIT

When they came to the disciples they saw a large crowd around them.  There were also scribes holding a discussion with them.

But seeing Jesus the whole crowd was especially surprised because they did not expect to see him.  They immediately cut short their discussion and ran to Jesus, and warmly welcomed him.  

Jesus asked his disciples:  What were you discussing with them?

But one man from the crowd answered:  Teacher, I brought my son to you because he has a dumb spirit.

Whenever it would come and take control of him, it causes him to collapse completely.  He foams at the mouth – a horrible sight, and grinds his teeth – a horrible noise!  He’s just wasting away – it’s so worrying!  I told your disciples so that they might get rid of that spirit, but they couldn’t.  

Jesus’ reply was just to groan.  Then he says to his disciples:  Oh no!  You people are so faithless, so unbelieving!  How much longer must I go on being with you?  How long must I put up with you?  Bring the boy to me!

9.20-24  THE BOY’S FATHER ASKS JESUS FOR HELP

They brought the boy to Jesus.  When the spirit saw Jesus it straight away threw the boy into a violent fit.  He crashed onto the ground and began rolling around foaming at the mouth.

Then Jesus questioned the boy’s father:  How long is it since this has happened to him?  The father said:  It’s ever since childhood!

And it often threw him into fire, and also into pools of water, in order to destroy him.  But if you can do anything about it, please Sir, have pity on us and help us.

But Jesus said to him:  What do you mean, “If you can?”  Anything is possible – for someone who believes in God.

Immediately the father of the boy called out urgently:  Yes,  I DO believe!  Please help me with my weak faith!

9.25-27  JESUS DRIVES OUT THE EVIL SPIRIT

But when Jesus noticed that a whole lot of people were running towards them, he rebuked the evil spirit.  He said to it:  1Listen, you dumb and deaf spirit, I’m giving you an order!  Come out of him and don’t ever go into him anymore.

And the spirit let out a croaking scream.  And shaking him terribly, that is, convulsing him intensely – it came out of the lad.  The boy seemed to be dead.  That caused a number of the people to say that he had died.

But Jesus took hold of his hand and raised him up, and so he got up.

9.28-29  JESUS EXPLAINS THE PROBLEM

Then when Jesus went indoors his disciples asked him privately:  Why were we not able to get rid of it?

Jesus said to them:  This type is a problem.  Nothing is able to get it out and get rid of it.  The only thing that will work is to do it by prayer.

9.30-32  JESUS TEACHES HIS DISCIPLES

Then Jesus left, and they by-passed the villages as they went through Galilee.  Jesus did not want anyone to know where he was.

The reason for this was that he was busy teaching his disciples.  He told them:  The Son of Man is now going to be handed over into the power of people who want to arrest him.  And they shall kill him!  But three days after he is killed he will come back to life.  He will rise from the dead!

But the disciples did not get the message.  And they were too scared, or too respectful, to ask him any questions about it.

9.33-37  WHO IS MORE IMPORTANT?

They came to Capernaum, where Jesus lived.  Once Jesus was in the house he tried asking his disciples: what were you arguing about while we were walking along the road?

But they would not answer his question.  This was because, along the way, they had discussed with one another as to who was greater.  

So Jesus sat down and called all the twelve to him, and said:  If anyone wants to be first, he should be last of all.  If he wants to be the boss, he needs to be a servant to all of them.

The Jesus got hold of a child and put him in the middle of the disciples.  He wrapped his arms around the little child, and said to the disciples:

Whoever becomes a friend of just one child like this becomes my friend.  And whoever becomes my friend will not only be my friend but also the friend of God who sent me.

9.38-41  JUDGE PEOPLE CAREFULLY AND PROPERLY

John spoke to Jesus.  He said:  Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons, but he was using your name and authority to do so.  He is not part of our team so we tried to stop him because he does not belong to our group.

But Jesus said:  Don’t forbid him!  You see, anyone who has the ability to do something helpful by using my name, is not then going to say anything bad about me in a hurry.

For whoever does not look down on us is someone who will stand up for us.

For whoever shall help you in any little way because you belong to Christ, I promise you he shall definitely not lose out on his reward for his kindness.

9.42-48  JESUS WARNS US AGAINST HELL

I warn everyone never to cause a child to turn away from God.  No one must ever cause even one of these little ones who believes in God, to give up on God.  If anyone does, he will be in very big trouble.  It would be better for him if a heavy stone was tied to his neck and he was then thrown head-first into the sea.

You must also be careful what you do.  Don’t do anything that will turn you away from believing in God.  Stop yourself, however hard or painful that may be.  It is better to lose out in this life and end up in heaven, than to do what’s wrong, but end up in hell.  It does not really matter how much you lose out or get hurt in this life, but never turn your back on God and go away from him.  You can get to heaven however much you have been hurt in this life.  But if you turn against God you will end up in very hot water indeed, however successful you might become.  It’s just not worth it!  If you go to hell in the next life, you never get out.

You must also be careful where you go.  Don’t go anywhere that will turn you away from believing in God.  Stop yourself, however hard or painful that may be.  It is better to lose out in this life and end up in heaven, than to have some fun that’s wrong, but end up in hell.  It does not really matter how much you lose out or get hurt in this life, but never turn your back on God and go away from him.  You can get to heaven however much you have lost out in this life.  But if you turn against God you will end up in very hot water indeed, however much fun you might have had.  It’s just not worth it!  If you go to hell in the next life, you never get out.

You must also be careful about what you like and what you want.  Don’t want anything that will turn you away from believing in God.  Stop yourself, however hard or painful that may be.  It is better to lose out on your dreams in this life and end up in heaven, than to get what you like that’s wrong, but end up in hell.  It does not really matter how much you lose out or get hurt in this life, but never turn your back on God and go away from him.  You can get to heaven however much you have lost out in this life.  But if you turn against God you will end up in very hot water indeed, even if you always get what you want.  It’s just not worth it!  If you go to hell in the next life, you never get out.

What is hell like?  Hell is a place where one dies.  Death shall hold you there in its grip forever!  Hell is a place where you are punished and suffer.  You shall never get free from that suffering.  You never get another chance.  The worst thing about hell is regretting that you got yourself there.

9.49-50  SALT AND OUR ATTITUDE

Be careful, because you are going to be tested with suffering.  Suffering will test whether you truly believe in God.  If you genuinely believe in him, you will be willing to suffer for him and for what is right.  Suffering will also train you to be a better person, and a useful one too. 

Look at salt, for example.  A little bit of salt is good.  It makes food tastier.  In the same way you also should be a good influence among other people.  What people need is your friendliness and good attitude.  But on the other hand, if the salt loses its saltiness, it becomes tasteless and useless.  There is nothing you can use to make it tasty again.  In the same way you are of no use to people if you lose your friendliness and good attitude.  It is important that you keep your attitude good and live at peace with one another.

Now you can read Mark 8 and 9 in your own Bible.
An INTRODUCTION for Beginners
The gospel of

MARK
CHAPTERS 8-9
INTRODUCTION
Many years after Jesus lived and then went back to heaven, Mark decided to write about Jesus’ life.  Mark had been a young man in Jesus’ time.  He had known Jesus, though not very well.  But he knew people who did know Jesus well, and he spent a lot of time with them.  By now he was an old man, probably in his sixties.  He had done a lot of thinking and listening and talking to people about Jesus.  He now realised that the time was coming when all the people who knew Jesus would be dead.  They could not live forever.  So he decided to write down what he knew, what he remembered, what he had been told, and what he had thought about it all.
Mark concentrated on two main things:  What was Jesus like?  That’s the question people would ask.  The other thing that was important to Mark was how he felt about Jesus.  He wanted to tell people what Jesus meant to him, as well as what Jesus was like.  So he selected certain facts and truths about Jesus, and told us just about those.  People usually do this when they want to talk or write about their memories.  They choose the things they want to concentrate on.  When Mark started to write he did the same thing.  This was the first gospel that was written.  In fact, all the gospels selected those things that meant a lot to the writer.  That is what all of us usually do.  They had to leave out lots and lots of things that Jesus had said or done.  It was like selecting which photos to use in an assignment or in an album when you have got too many for what you want to use.  Mark wanted to tell us the things that Jesus said and did that meant much to him.
Two issues especially interested Mark about Jesus.  He was fascinated by how Jesus handled people’s problems.  He was also concerned about what problems Jesus himself had.  So, Mark was interested in problems: people’s problems and Jesus’ problems.  How Jesus handled all these problems, other peoples and his own, tell us a lot about what Jesus was really like.  And the better we get to know Jesus the better we get to understand God.  To understand God is the most important thing that we all need to do in life.
The main thing that Jesus concentrated on to help people was to teach them about God, and to explain to them how to live.  The more we love God the better life will be for us.  The more we do what is right, and the less we do what’s wrong, the more peace we shall have, even when things go wrong.  
Jesus used many opportunities to teach.  He was always teaching his disciples so that they could teach us.  He was happy to welcome people to his classes.  Sometimes he taught just one person; sometimes a few people together.  He also welcomed large crowds and spent many hours teaching them.  
One never gets bored by good teaching, teaching that helps one.  Life is complicated and hard, and it gets discouraging at times.  Good teaching-tips help us to face this, cope with it and get some good out of it.  The big problem with sin is that we don’t want this kind of teaching.  In fact, we resent it.  We want to carry on doing what we like.  But that leads us into trouble, and, in the end, into very big trouble.  We make a mess of our lives.  Sin even gets us not to want God’s help because that help is on his terms and not on our own.  Without God’s help we cannot live happily or successfully for long.  Even fun and games turn into a nightmare eventually.  We were born to need God’s help.  We cannot control life.  Only God can.
Jesus had as many problems as you or anyone else has.  In fact, the truth is that he had more problems than any of us.  But Mark concentrates on three types of problems:  
First, many people brought their problems to Jesus, asking him to help them.  They had all sorts of struggles.  They had sicknesses and pain and handicaps of many kinds.  No one else could help them.  They came in waves.  Have you ever been to a hospital and seen how many people there are there, needing help?  Have you seen how many cars are parked in the hospital grounds?  Each hospital has many specialists and doctors and nurses.  But Jesus was the one person that all those people came to see.  
A huge problem Jesus also had was with people who had demons in them, who were demon-possessed.  No one could help them, and they made life impossible for their families.  There were many people like that.  

Secondly, when Jesus taught his disciples, he found that they were not good learners.  They could not keep up with Jesus.  They got frustrated by people’s many problems.  They got frightened or worried, unnecessarily.  They forgot what they had learnt.  They struggled to trust God.  They argued with one another.  If you had met them, you would possibly also have argued with some of them.  You would probably not have been able to make friends of all of them.  Teaching people and helping so many people made Jesus very tired, and then he had to have patience with his disciples on top of all that.  It wasn’t easy for him.
Thirdly, Jesus had enemies.  These were people who really had it in for him.  They were powerful people, leaders, religious leaders, trained people.  They worked together in gangs.  They criticised everything he said and everything he did.  They followed him and hounded him.  They never left him alone.  They were jealous and cunning and cruel.  They plotted against Jesus.  They looked for ways to find fault with him, to trip him up, to get him to make a mistake, and to put people off him.  They used every nasty means they could think of to stop his teaching and to put an end to the way he helped people.
Mark studied all these problems that Jesus faced.  Mark had two main reasons for wanting to write about Jesus.  
First, he believed in Jesus.  Jesus had helped Mark.  Jesus had changed Mark’s life.  Jesus had made a good man out of Mark who had been rather reckless and unreliable when he was young.  Mark had come to love Jesus, and to love God because of Jesus.  Mark found it inspiring to tell people what he had found out about Jesus.  He had actually known Jesus for a short while when he was young.  Then he had spent his adult life working for Jesus and for God.
There was another reason why Mark wanted to write about Jesus.  The world was in a mess.  There was suffering and trouble and danger and fear everywhere.  People had become desperate.  The Roman empire was going through a bad time.  Gone were the good old days when Caesar Augustus ruled the world.  He had been the Roman Emperor when Jesus was born, and he had brought a long, lasting peace to Europe and the Middle East.  The Romans had got tired of the civil wars connected with Julius Caesar and Pompey and Mark Antony and Cleopatra.  The Romans and the empire had paid a heavy price for those wars that had lasted a hundred years.  People had suffered heavily.  Millions had died.  But eventually Augustus was the winner, and he took over the government and brought a very famous time of peace to the empire.  He ruled for more than 40 years.  His empire reached all the way to what is now England, right up to the border with Scotland.  He ruled over all the countries on the edge of the whole Mediterranean Sea, in Europe, the Middle East and North Africa, from Portugal to Palestine, and from Morocco to Egypt.  In Europe he ruled right up to the Danube River, and up to the west bank of the Rhine River.  On the east side of the Rhine River, and north of the Danube, were the rough German tribes whom the Romans regarded as barbarians.  Those barbarians would defeat Rome and its empire in about 400 years’ time.

Augustus was the emperor who ordered everyone to be registered for tax purposes.  It was this order that forced Joseph and Mary to have to leave Nazareth and go to Bethlehem just before Jesus was due to be born.  But, of course, Augustus eventually died, and so did his very welcome peace.  Augustus died when Jesus was a teenager, before he turned 20.
Peter and Paul stayed for a while in Rome, and Mark joined them there.  He was a close friend of both of them.  Rome was where Peter and Paul died.  Before they died, they taught Mark a lot about Jesus.  Mark had met Jesus, and become a follower of his.  His mother was a very keen follower of Jesus.  She held Christian meetings in her home when the apostles began their ministry after Jesus had gone back to heaven.  But most of what Mark knew about Jesus had come from Peter and Paul, who were expert teachers about Jesus.  

Mark wrote from Rome.  He wrote with the Romans in mind.  Rome was the capital of the Roman Empire.  All sorts of people lived there.  Many Jews lived in Rome and what is now Italy.  So did many people from other nations.  But, of course, most people living in Rome were Romans.  People who lived under Roman control lived hard lives.  After Augustus the Romans themselves started to face many troubles.  
Augustus did not have a son.  So he adopted a step-son named Tiberias [tigh-beer-ee-is] to take over as emperor after him.  Tiberias ruled for over 20 years.  He was Pilate’s boss.  It was Pilate who sentenced Jesus to die because he was scared of Emperor Tiberias.  It was Tiberias’ head on the coin that Jesus showed the Pharisees [fa-ra-sees] when he said: Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.  The Jewish King Herod built up a town on the western shore of the Lake of Galilee, which he named Tiberias.  But Tiberias was rather a grumpy man and slowly became more and more unpopular.  In the end Tiberias got fed up and resigned as the emperor and retired to a Greek island called Capri.  
The next emperor became mad and was assassinated.  The emperor after him ordered all Jews to leave Rome.  He expelled every one of them.  After him came an emperor who is infamous in history for his cruelty.  He destroyed many Christians in horrible, cruel ways.  He was accused of starting a terrible fire that destroyed a huge part of the city of Rome.  In the end he also went mad and committed suicide.  His name was Nero.  That, then, was the end of the family, or dynasty, of Caesar Augustus.  From then on Roman generals fought one another to take over as the Roman emperor.  The result, of course, was more and more chaos until Rome was conquered by German fighters from north of the Alps mountains where Switzerland is.  The Roman Empire, with its capital at Rome, had lasted about 500 years since Augustus defeated Mark Antony and Cleopatra, and won the throne.  
Mark wrote his gospel when Nero was the Roman emperor.  Mark could clearly see three things.  
(1) With Peter and Paul being put to death by Nero, Mark knew that soon there would be no more apostles left alive.  They would all die out.  There had to be a record of the life of Jesus that was true and reliable.  He had to write down what he had learnt from Peter and Paul.  Peter was crucified, hanging upside down, by the Romans, and Paul had his head cut off by them.  The apostle Peter was not a Roman citizen; the apostle Paul was.
(2) Mark could also see clearly that society was in a mess.  The amount of corruption and hatred and violence and trouble was great.  People were suffering and the government that should have controlled and stopped all this was itself struggling to keep going.  
(3) The third thing that Mark could see clearly was that the answer to people’s problems was faith in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, whom God sent to save us all.  The Roman government and empire were NOT the answer.  Jesus Christ WAS the answer, the only answer.  People must get to know Jesus.  They must all get to know the truth about him.  
Mark’s home had been in Jerusalem, where his mother had lived.  The big problem for the Jews was that they had been conquered, first by the Greeks, and then by the Romans under Pompey, 60 years before Jesus was born.  The Jews hated this.  The Greeks had tried to destroy their faith in God.  There were wars between the Greeks and the Jews.  The Jews managed, at great cost, to get back their independence.  But then the Romans came and took their independence away again.  From then on the Jews were constantly rebelling against the Romans.  In the end the Romans grew tired of Jewish rebellion and they destroyed Jerusalem and the temple, about 40 years after Jesus died.  
The Jews had actually accused Jesus of rebelling against the Romans 40 years previously.  That is how they managed to get him put to death.
The big difference between the Romans and the Jews was their religion.  The Romans believed in many gods.  For them each god was a sort of specialist.  They took one problem to one particular god and another kind of problem to another god.  They had one god to pray to for rain, and another god to pray to when they went into battle.  In order to get ordinary people to understand which god was for what need, they made pictures or statues of each god.  These were called idols.  It helps us to understand them when we realise that in our times celebrities on TV are also regarded as idols.  People not only want them, but seem to need them.  People felt the need for idols because life is so uncertain.  People would do their best, but their best was not always good enough.  Rain was uncertain, fighting a war was uncertain, and success was uncertain.  So were many other things like travel, especially at sea, and danger and bad health and death.  People needed luck as well as discipline and hard work.  Idols were their way of trying to get good luck.  Idols were a form of superstition.  Most people are superstitious in some way or other.  They like to have some favourite thing to comfort or encourage them.
In our world we have all kinds of specialists for all sorts of needs.  The reason for this is that no one person or team can be a specialist about everything.  Since man has such limitations, the ancient people thought that the gods must also have the same sort of limitations.  But the Jews taught that there was only one God, who had no limitations.  Everyone could take any kind of problem to him.  All people should take all their needs or problems to him.  He is our Creator and our Father.
But all the other nations did not have that kind of confidence in God.  They had more faith in gods that specialised in one area, just as we have confidence in a specialist.  But in practice things did not really work out like that.  The real problem for the Romans was that they actually had more confidence in themselves than in their gods.  People today also have more confidence in themselves than in God.  So those people felt that they should somehow try to get their god to do what they wanted.  That sort of approach would not work with God, of course.  Nor did they want God to tell them what to do.  The gods they chose for themselves would not boss them around in the same way.  Their gods would also not criticise them for sinning.  This was because their gods did the same shameful things as humans: they also argued and fought and tricked one another and behaved badly.  Their gods and goddesses were all immoral and cruel.  
This religion, believing in all sorts of unreliable gods, affected people’s behaviour.  The Romans became a very rough lot.  They became utterly immoral.  They hated people who believed in good behaviour and clean living.  They turned sports into fights called blood-sports.  Gladiators, who were champion fighters, fought one another to the death.  Foreigners captured in war were forced to fight wild animals of prey for the spectators to enjoy.  By these games 20,000 lives could be lost in one month.  People became cruel and heartless.  Many superstitious persons experimented with magic and demons.  There were more crimes than the authorities could possibly control.
The Romans did not like the way that the Jews thought that they were better than the other nations.  The Romans believed that they were better than the Jews and they had plenty of proof that they were.  The Romans had conquered the Jews and ruled over them.  That was thanks to their gods and their armies and their generals and their emperor and his governors.  All that the Jews had was just their God.  But their problem was that, although they believed in him, they did not obey him.  When an emperor was as successful as Caesar Augustus was, the Romans decided that he was also a god.  This was useful because ordinary people love to have a hero.  The easiest god for them to understand would be their successful ruler.  
But there were two problems with this:  It meant that from then on whoever became Caesar had to be regarded as a god.  Some emperors did not want to be regarded as a god.  They knew jolly well that they were not a god.  But politics and popular opinion created this great pretence.  It then became a problem for the Romans when their Caesar-god became mad or committed suicide or was assassinated by his own people.  At the end of the 60’s AD there were four different emperors in just twelve months!  

Nero made a statue of himself that was 120 feet high.  This was to help the people to worship him.  However, Nero killed his brother, his mother, two wives, his teacher and many important Romans.  Everybody became absolutely scared of him so that he became an absolute dictator.  He then ended up committing suicide when he was just over 30 years old.  That was the end of the family, or dynasty, of Julius Caesar.  
Julius Caesar’s wars cost one million lives, and another one million were captured or made slaves.  
There was also another kind of war between the Romans’ idea of Caesar as a god, and the Jews’ idea of the one true and supreme God.  It was the battle between different ideas and beliefs.  This made the Jews very unpopular with Romans.  In time Christians also came to suffer the same fate as the Jews.  In the early days Christianity was seen as a form of the Jewish religion.  Jesus was a Jew.  So were Peter and Paul and Mark.
The fact that the Romans, under Caesar Augustus, had brought peace to the Mediterranean areas meant that Christians could travel more safely.  The Romans were famous for the exceptional and excellent roads that they built throughout their empire.  That meant that Christians could travel more easily.  The roads were not only well built and properly maintained but were also safe to travel on.  In this way Christianity spread quickly and widely.  It spread especially to Rome, the capital of the empire.  The apostle Paul wrote a long letter to the Romans that is one of the most important explanations of Christianity that has ever been written.  There were a lot of Jews living in Rome, and a lot of Romans, who became believers in Christ.  Once they believed, their lives changed.  Those who did not believe did not like this.  The Jews did not like the Christians and the Romans also disliked Christians.  
Christians put God and Jesus Christ first, not family or work or money or success or sport or politics.  Ordinary Romans could not get a Christian to lie or cheat or join a gang or steal or have sex or get drunk or join in on swearing or bullying or anything that was wrong.  They did not like the way that Christians preached about what was right and what was wrong.  They resented the clean way that Christians lived, keeping a clear conscience.  This resulted in tension, which could easily cause trouble.  People who live by luck or superstition or idols just do not get on with people who trust and obey the invisible and holy God.  People who worshiped their emperor as a god resented Christians who put Christ first and would not worship any other god.  Christians would not worship even the emperor.  To Romans they were traitors.  People who did worship the emperor were allowed to worship other gods as well.  In fact, everyone had to worship the emperor, whether or not they worshiped other gods.  Christians refused to do this.  Therefore the Roman government regarded Christianity as a crime.  They allowed the Jews to worship God only in Judaea, their home country, or in their synagogues.  They were more tolerant of the Jews because their religion was ancient, going all the way back to Abraham, over 2,000 years before.  Also, not many Romans adopted the Jewish religion.  But Christianity was a new religion.  As such it was confusing to the authorities.  They did not quite know what to make of it.  But the big problem for the authorities was that many Romans became Christians.  Christianity was spreading like wildfire.  The government and the people felt that Christian Romans or any other Christians could not be trusted.  
This tension between Romans and Christians burst into terrible trouble when the great fire of Rome broke out during the reign of Nero in the 60’s AD.  From then on it was very difficult to be a Christian.  At times it was extremely dangerous.  Many Christians suffered.  Huge numbers of them died.  Mark’s gospel was written to make sure that Christians knew what they believed in.  The gospel was to help Christians be sure that what they believed was true and reliable.  It was written to encourage everyone, especially those who were struggling, who were unhappy and unsure in life, to find the answer to all their needs.
Before we look into chapter 9 we shall take a look into the second part of chapter 8.  It tells us that Some Pharisees came to see Jesus.  
THE PHARISEES

Pharisees were the people who gave Jesus most of his problems during his ministry.  Who were the Pharisees?  What were the Pharisees? [farra-sees] 

To understand the Pharisees, we must go right back to the Exile in Babylon that lasted for 70 years.  During the period between 600 and 500 BC the character of the Jewish nation changed.  Before that they had been very slack and careless about worshiping God and obeying him.  The result was that they became very sinful and wicked.  Because of that Jerusalem ended up being attacked and destroyed.  Their holy temple was completely ruined. It was knocked down and became useless.  The Babylonians under King Nebuchadnezzar took most of the tribe of Judah to Babylon where most of them died during those 70 years.  This was when the nation of Judah became known as the Jews.  

In exile the Jews realised the importance of listening to God and respecting him, and praying to him.  They knew that the way to do this was by teaching the Bible to the people and to their children.  In the past they had worshiped the Lord under large trees and on top of small hills or rises that overlooked their villages.  But there was a problem with this.  God had told them that they must go to Jerusalem regularly to worship him there.  They must spend a few days there, celebrating and learning.  The priests must prepare conferences and training sessions for the people when they came.  They would attend at least three times a year, to honour the Lord.  The Levites must then take that teaching back to the villages and towns.  Priests would also visit those places to follow up on the teaching that came from the temple in Jerusalem.  The purpose of going to Jerusalem was to bring discipline into their religious beliefs.  If they worshiped under trees on top of hills, they could make up what they wanted to believe.  By going to Jerusalem, they were taught by professionals.  In this way everyone would be taught the truth about God and about God’s law.  In modern times this would be like everyone closing shops and businesses and going to church.

But instead of doing that, people preferred to get together in their own communities.  This would save them the long trip to Jerusalem.  More than that, they would worship God the way they preferred.  They would decide for themselves how to live.  Their meetings became like clubs or parties for entertainment.  These gatherings became more popular than being taught the Bible.  But this affected their behaviour, which over the years got worse, until society got out of control and life became dangerous.  In modern times this would be like people not going to church but rather amusing themselves.  Behaviour becomes bad and life becomes unpleasant and uncertain.  By around 600 BC living like that ended up in the nation’s defeat and destruction.

In exile they decided to change their behaviour.  Instead of groups in towns or villages getting together under large trees or on hill-tops to have a good time together, they started something called synagogues [sin-a-gogs].  Synagogue is a Hebrew word that means gathering together to listen to the Bible and to pray.  During the Exile the Jews became the people who went to synagogue.  A Jew was someone who was a member of a synagogue.  This greatly improved their general behaviour as a nation.  They became respected in Babylon and Persia where they lived.  Today that would be Iraq and Iran.  This respect was not just because of the way they behaved, but was especially because God was with them.  You can read about this in books of the Bible such as Daniel and Esther.  

When the Exile ended, the Jews were determined to keep up their culture or tradition of synagogue worship with Bible teaching and prayer.  People like Ezra and Nehemiah were leaders of this religious custom.  The problem is that it is not easy to get people to listen to God and talk to him.  People prefer enjoying themselves.  But people who form a friendship with God find peace, while people who do as they like end up losing out and becoming unhappy.
We learn from history that the Persians conquered the Babylonians by 500 BC.  That is what brought the Jewish Exile to a miraculous end.  The Persians allowed the Jews and all other conquered captives to go back home.  Then the Greeks, under Alexander the Great conquered the Persians by 300 BC.  This meant that from about 300 BC to about 100 BC the Greeks ruled over the Jews.  They taught the Jews to speak Greek.  They even converted many Jews to the Greek way of life.  Greek sports were very popular.  Greek universities attracted most Jewish students.  Greek books were more interesting than the Jewish Bible.  Greek teachers were more famous than Jewish religious leaders.  Greek is easier to read and write than Hebrew, even though Hebrew is a simpler language than Greek.  The whole world spoke Greek; only Jews spoke Hebrew.  Jewish leaders could see that all this Greek or Hellenistic thinking and culture was going to cause the Jews to make the same mistakes as their Hebrew fathers who had lived before the Exile.  So they began to work harder at making the synagogues work well.  They also saw to it that the temple was the headquarters of all the synagogues throughout the Middle East, Europe and North Africa.  The temple was rebuilt when the Jews got back to Jerusalem from exile.

But a crisis blew up like a terrible storm from Syria.  The Greek rulers who took over from Alexander the Great divided his great empire into parts and the Syrian part of the New Greek Empire ruled over Judea.  The Syrian Greek rulers decided to force the Jews to accept the Greek or Hellenistic religion.  The Greeks believed in lots of gods and in their own cleverness – and they were very successful and very clever.  The Greeks produced the world’s first great civilization.  They invented democracy and the Olympic games.  They produced great libraries and theatres and astonishing buildings.  Names like Plato and Socrates and Aristotle and Archimedes are still regarded as among the greatest minds in history.  [play-toh, sok r’teez, arris-tottl, ar-k’mee-deez.]  The Spartans became a military legend for all time.  The Greek marathon is still a popular race, and is run, for thousands of athletes and ordinary people all over the world.  Even the whole New Testament of the Bible was written in Greek.  

The Greek Syrian rulers decided to wake the Jews up.  The Greek or Hellenistic culture was far superior to the primitive and unpopular Jewish way of life.  The Jews must be taught to improve themselves and catch up with the rest of the civilised world.

But this produced a backlash among the religious Jews.  The synagogues were determined to resist this kind of political interference and religious pressure from the heathen Greeks.  Jews studied their Bibles more carefully and intensely.  The keen believers who felt strongly that the Jews must be different and separate from the Greek heathen were called Pharisees.  Slowly but surely the Pharisees persuaded more and more Jews to put the laws of Moses into practice.  The bad behaviour and the cruelty of the Greek rulers and people encouraged Jews to support the Pharisees.  Their religion became their politics.  At first the Jews were divided.  The Sadducee political party supported the Greek or Hellenistic culture.  The Pharisee religious party opposed them and tried to get more political support from the people.  When the Maccabees became the Jewish leaders, they rebelled against the Greeks.  After a lot of fighting and a lot of suffering, the Jews won their independence from the Greeks.  The Pharisees became more popular.

But then the Romans took over from the Greeks in the last century before Christ.  The Romans put the Herods in charge of the Jews as their kings.  The Sadducees supported the Herods and their supporters, the Herodians, while the Pharisees opposed the Sadducees and the Herodians.  The Pharisees clung to the law of Moses.  

Life became difficult for the Jews.  First of all, the ordinary Jew also hated Herod and the Romans, as the Pharisees did.  This made him keen to belong to a synagogue and thus part of the Jewish culture.  The rich Jews, the upper classes, supported the Sadducees and got on well with the Romans, like the tax-collectors.  But the poorer Jews, the working class and especially the middle-class Jews, disliked their rulers, both Jewish and Roman.  So the Pharisees got a grip, a strong influence, on most ordinary people.  But the Pharisees were also a problem for the people.  The Pharisees used religion for political purposes as well as for spiritual purposes.  For many believers this is more confusing than helpful.

The main problem that the Pharisees caused was the way they taught the law of Moses.  They used the law to control people’s lives.  Their scholars, or experts, called the Scribes, came to the conclusion that there were over 600 rules in the Law of Moses.  Nearly 250 of them were positive: you must do this or that.  And 365 were negative:  you must NOT do this or that.  There seems to be one “Thou shalt not” for every day of the year!  
Even this was not enough for the Pharisees.  They were worried that any one of these 600 rules might be broken and that this would bring out God’s anger against that person.  Another problem was that when someone sins it brings trouble to others.  Even worse was the fact that such a sin would dishonour God’s good name in society.  So preaching and teaching was mainly about keeping all these rules and breaking none of them.  But all these rules in the Bible did not cover all the problems that occur in life, so the Pharisees made more rules as time went on.  They ended up with thousands.  That was what good Jews spent their time learning.  
The Pharisees had a weird theory:  They said, for instance, that if you have a whole lot of rules that you must not break for keeping the Sabbath, then, although you break some of them you will at least keep some others of them.  So instead of just the one law in the Bible they made up about 40 of them.  For example, you were allowed to walk only as far as the nearest synagogue on the Sabbath.  Any more walking counted as work and you would then be breaking the law that you must not work on the Sabbath.  This kind of thing was a great nuisance for many, and caused people lots of frustrations, especially when they had problems in their lives.

But there were two much more serious problems than this.  In their keenness to get everyone obeying the whole Law of Moses, the Pharisees made two very big mistakes.  First, they used the Law to control people’s personal lives.  Religion was mainly about “you must do this, and you must not do that.”  For instance, the Law of Moses was used to get more and more money out of the people who attended the synagogues.  That is actually NOT what the main point of religion is.  The main point is to love God dearly, and to do good to other people, not boss them around.  It is to obey God and co-operate with him because we respect him, not to see how many rules we can keep in order to please him.  Religion is not about who gives how much money to the church.  This is especially a problem when people are going through a hard time financially, or where people are poor and needy.

The other big mistake the Pharisees were guilty of was the way they behaved.  The problem with lots of rules is that nobody really keeps them all.  What then happens is that people pretend to keep them all.  They keep the rules if others, especially the leaders, are watching, but break them when no one is looking.  They bluff others, and even lie about what they have done.  They easily criticise others for doing what is wrong, but try to lie their way out of what they have done that was unlawful.  When religious people do this, it causes others to hate and resent their religion.  It even puts people off God.  
But even decent people have a problem.  With all those rules the best that they can do is to keep on and on and on saying sorry to God for their failure to keep his rules.  Faith in God was not meant to have us constantly feeling guilty and constantly confessing our sins.  Faith in God is meant to help us to be able to live a good life.
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Chapter 8
8.1-4  A LARGE CROWD GETS HUNGRY
Here we come to one of Jesus’ great and famous miracles.  Jesus had gone to the area of Tyre for a break.  Tyre is a famous old city on the coast, to the north of Galilee.  Then he and his disciples came back to Galilee.  He went to the east side of the lake, where many Greek people lived.  
During those days a large crowd formed once again.  They were in a place where they did not have anything they could eat.  So Jesus called the disciples to him, and he says to them:
I feel sorry for the crowd.  They have stayed with me for three days and have not had anything they could eat.
If I let them go home while they are so hungry, they will faint and give up on the way.  Some of them are from far away.
His disciples answered him:  From where will anyone be able to get these people enough food?  It’s such a quiet out of the way place out here.
8.5-10  JESUS FEEDS THE CROWD

Then Jesus asked them:  How many loaves do you have?  They answered:  Seven.
Then Jesus told the crowd to sit down on the ground.  He took the seven loaves and gave thanks for them.  He broke them into pieces and gave them to his disciples so that they could hand them out.  So they served the food to the crowd.
They also had a few fish.  1Jesus asked God to bless them, and told the disciples that these fish must also be served to the crowd.
So the people ate.  They all had as much as they wanted.  Afterwards the disciples picked up the pieces that were left over.  There were 2seven big, heavy baskets of them.
There were about 4,000 who ate that food.  Then Jesus sent them home.
Immediately after that Jesus got into the boat with his disciples.  He went across the lake to a place on the west coast, about three miles to the north of 3the city of Tiberias.
1Jesus asked God to bless them:  Blessing is a religious word.  It means to ask God to do us, or others, a favour.  When God blesses anything, it becomes useful to people or to us.  If God blesses anyone that person benefits from that blessing.  Others may benefit too.  

Giving thanks and asking God’s blessing are very similar.  When one says thank you to God, God blesses us.  When we ask God to bless something, we show God that we appreciate his goodness.  Food is a blessing for us, especially when we need it or when we enjoy it.  We need to realise, and remember, that this blessing comes from God.  Getting food is just one way in which God looks after us day after day, right through our whole life.
2seven big, heavy baskets:  There were two types of baskets mentioned by Mark.  When Jesus had fed the five thousand, the disciples filled twelve picnic baskets with the leftovers.  Now they put the pieces they picked up afterwards into seven big baskets that were used for carrying heavy loads.  These baskets were big enough and strong enough for a man to sit in them.  They were used at work for carrying heavy loads, such as a catch of fish, or a pile of soil, or a load of stones.  The point that Jesus is making is that each loaf of bread turned into a big load of pieces left over.  
What are we to think of that?
3the city of Tiberias:  The city of Tiberias on the west bank of Lake Galilee was built by Herod’s son.  His father, Herod, had started to build it before Jesus was born.  Then the son, Herod, decided to rebuild it and improve on it when Jesus was about 25 years old, so that it could be his capital.  Jesus began his ministry when he was about 30 years old.  King Herod named it after Tiberius Caesar, the ruler of the Roman Empire during Jesus’ time, in order to honour him.  It was Tiberius who gave Herod permission to rule over the Jews in the region of Galilee.  
But since the town was built on an ancient graveyard no Jews would want to live there.  The only people who lived in that city were Gentiles.  As far as we know Jesus never went there.  But of all the Jewish towns that existed on the coasts of Lake Galilee, Tiberias is the only town that still exists today.  All the others, including Capernaum and Bethsaida, have disappeared.  Actually, Tiberias, one of the two biggest cities in the province of Galilee, is never mentioned in the gospels.  This may be because it was purely a Gentile city.  Even here Mark mentions only a small unknown town.  If you want to know its name, you can look it up in your Bible.
Fifty years after Herod built Tiberias the Romans attacked and destroyed Jerusalem.  The Jews, who had rebelled against the Romans, were driven out of Jerusalem.  They then decided to cancel their refusal to live in a place that was built on an ancient graveyard.  They moved their religious scholars to Tiberias and it became the centre of Jewish learning, just as Jerusalem had been for centuries.

8.11-13  THE PHARISEES CHALLENGE JESUS

While the crowd were very pleased to be fed like that, and able to eat as much as they wanted, the religious leaders were not at all pleased.  To them Jesus was becoming too popular.  The more popular he became, the less interested the people would be in their leaders.  That’s what the religious leaders thought.  They decided that they must find a way to find fault with Jesus.  They must discredit him, to break up his work and ministry.  

Then 1the Pharisees [farra-seez] turned up to meet Jesus.  They started to have a discussion or 2debate with him.  They wanted to get clear proof from him that God was using him, as he claimed, and as people thought.  They wanted a sign straight from heaven.  They wanted to see it with their own eyes.  They were tired of hearing stories about the great things he was supposed to have done for the people.  But actually, they were now gunning for him.  They were out to trap him.  They wanted to find something that they could use against him.
Looking upwards Jesus let out a groan of frustration in his spirit.  His response was:  Why do people nowadays want some sort of miracle?  Be sure of this:  No miraculous sign will be handed to them on a plate just for their satisfaction.  They won’t get what they want just because they demand it.
With that he left them.  He got into the boat and went away, back again to 3the other side.  That was the east side of the Lake of Galilee, near where the Golan Heights are.
1the Pharisees:  The Pharisees were Jesus’ biggest problem.  Not even the godless Romans who ruled the country caused him so much trouble.  The Pharisees were like Jewish policemen or cops.  They were constantly on the look-out for anyone breaking the Jewish law.  The Scribes, or scholars, were the experts in both types of law: the Bible, and the Jewish traditions and customs.  The Scribes were the specialists or officials who decided what was right and what was wrong, and the Pharisees were the people who saw to it that everyone toed the line and did what they should, and did not do what they shouldn’t.  According to a famous Jew who lived in those times and wrote history, whose name was Josephus[joh-see-fis], there were over 6,000 of these religious inspectors or cops.  Jesus was up against just about all of them:  The odds against Jesus were at least 6,000 to one!  Jesus was most unpopular with all the religious leaders, with very few exceptions.  Those Pharisees also managed to turn many people against Jesus, because people depended on their leadership and approval.
2debate:  The Pharisees wanted it to look as though they were just having a good discussion with Jesus.  But really this debate was going to be the start of an argument, especially if they could trick or trap him.  They wanted to get him into a corner and pin him down.  They wanted to discredit him so that they could charge him, find him guilty and punish him.  They were out to stop him influencing the people.
3the other side:  Jesus used to like going across the lake of Galilee, to get away from the crowds.  It was quieter on the other side where one looked up at what are now called the Golan Heights.  These mountains today form the boundary between Israel and Syria.  
The lake is 20 kilometres long and 10 kilometres wide.  It is over 200 metres below the level of the Mediterranean Sea to the west.  The lake is completely surrounded by mountains, except in the north where the Jordan River flows into it, and in the south where the Jordan flows out of it.  In those days the main business at the lake was fishing.  So there were quite a lot of boats on the water.
8.14-21  JESUS’ WARNING ABOUT THE PHARISEES AND HEROD
But the disciples had forgotten to bring food.  The only thing they had was one small round loaf of bread.  Apart from that they had nothing in the boat with them.
Jesus began to give them orders by saying:  Watch out!  You must make sure that you are not corrupted by 1the yeast of the Pharisees and 2the yeast of Herod.  Don’t let them influence you.
The disciples were confused by this.  They discussed what Jesus was getting at by warning them about the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod.  They came to the conclusion that this was a hint: he was getting at why they had no food or not enough bread.  They felt bad about this.  
But Jesus realised how they felt, so he says to them:  Why are you making an issue because you don’t have food?  Have you not yet thought about what you have seen?  Have you not understood what happened?  Do you have 3hearts that have been hardened?  Don’t you want to learn?
You’ve got eyes, but don’t you see?  You’ve got ears, but can’t you hear?  You should be able to!  And don’t you remember?
When I broke up the five loaves and shared them with the five thousand men, remember that?  How many small baskets completely full of leftovers did you collect?  They answer him, Twelve.
Remember when I shared out the seven loaves of bread for the four thousand men?  How many even bigger baskets filled right up with plenty of leftovers did you collect?  They answer him, Seven.
So Jesus made an issue of it to them:  Do you not yet understand?  Do you still not see?  Can’t you make sense of what you saw?
For everybody it was amazing that Jesus had fed the whole huge crowd of people.  But how he had done it was a mystery.  It had just happened!  And everyone had had as much as he wanted.  But for the disciples something more had happened.  They had known how little food there had been.  They had also seen how much had been left over, when the crowd could not eat any more.  It is not impossible that many in the crowd had even taken some leftovers away with them.  Yet when the disciples collected the leftovers, they found that there was far more left over than there had been to begin with.  Five loaves had ended up as twelve picnic baskets completely full.  Seven loaves had ended up filling seven even larger transporting baskets.  The disciples had clearly seen this, and had been amazed at the time.  
But when they had forgotten to bring food with them, and had felt guilty about it, they had forgotten all about what Jesus had done when he had fed the crowds.  They had not properly thought about what had happened.  There was more food left over, afterwards, than there had been to begin with.  Jesus had sent food the way God sends rain: there was plenty of it for everyone.  There was more than enough!
We have the same problem as the disciples.  We forget God’s promises.  We forget what he has already done for us.  We forget what he can do.  That results in our failing to concentrate on what is important.  Instead, we worry about what we don’t need to worry about if we have a God to look after us.
1the yeast of the Pharisees:  Jesus often used the Jewish way of teaching that was popular.  It was the way the prophets used to teach.  He liked to use pictures or parables to make his points, what we call illustrations.  Yeast was used every day in making bread.  When the flour and the water had been mixed together to make soft dough [doh], a tea-spoon of yeast [yeest] would be added to it.  That would cause tiny bubbles to form in the whole of the dough so that it swelled, or rose.  Once that was done it would be baked, and out would come the round loaf of bread.  
The point that Jesus is making is that when the Pharisees teach or influence ordinary people, their influence has a big effect.  Little wrong ideas turn into big bad behaviour.  False teaching ruins people’s lives.  The main problem with the Pharisees was their hypocrisy.  It is easy to influence many people with hypocrisy, but it is a horrible influence.
2the yeast of Herod:  There were four King Herods during the life-times of Jesus and the apostles.  Herod’s father was made ruler of the Jews by Julius Caesar, the Roman ruler.
Herod was then made king of the Jews by Mark Antony, with Caesar Augustus’ approval.  Herod ruled for about 40 years.  He was a cunning and brutal man, always suspicious of everyone.  He put to death the whole previous ruling Jewish family.  He also killed his wife who was a Jewish princess.  She had protested when Herod killed their son.  Even though he loved her he had her killed.  When he was an old man he tried to kill Jesus not long after he was born.  He died soon afterwards.  The week before he died he ordered his eldest son and heir to be put to death.
Herod’s son, the next King Herod, is the man Jesus is talking to his disciples about here.  He was a silly man who liked to enjoy himself.  He was also nasty minded and dangerous.  About 30 years after Jesus was born Herod killed John the Baptist, and also interviewed Jesus when he was arrested and appeared before Pilate, the governor.  He ruled for about 40 years, and was then sacked by the Romans.  He died in France.
Herod’s grandson, the third King Herod, ruled for only about 5 years in his early fifties.  He was the Herod who killed the apostle James, the brother of John.  He also had Peter arrested and put in prison.  But God sent an angel to get Peter out.  

Herod’s great grandson was the last King Herod in the family line.  He ruled for over 50 years.  It was during his reign that Paul was arrested and tried by the Roman governor and King Herod.  He was the king who said to Paul at his trial, 
“You might almost have persuaded me to become a Christian!”
Herod meant that he did understand the Jewish Law and the Prophets, and that what Paul had said about his own conversion and faith made a lot of sense to him.  But with all those important people looking on he was not going to embarrass himself by allowing Paul to persuade him to become a Christian. 

He was the king when the Romans destroyed the temple and Jerusalem.  But he managed to stay on the side of the Romans even when the Jews were fighting them to the death.  So he was allowed to keep his crown when the Romans put a brutal end to the Jewish rebellion.  After him there were no more Jewish kings, and no more King Herods.  He died in 100 AD, which was about 70 years after his granddad had supported Pilate who put Jesus to death.  
By the yeast of Herod Jesus also means Herod’s influence on the Jews.  This was what we call politics.  Herod was always trying to do two things: 
First and foremost, he was trying to please the Romans.  It was the Romans who made him king.  He had had to go to Rome to get his appointment as king.  Herod always made sure that he remained obedient to the Romans in order to keep his crown.  He did whatever the Roman emperor wanted.  The emperor during Jesus’ ministry was Tiberius.  This meant that a lot of Roman politics influenced the Jews.  

The other priority in Herod’s life was to try to win the favour of the Jews.  In this he was not very successful.  Since he was not a good man, he did not win their hearts.  This caused him to resent the Jews at the same time that he was trying to get their support.  That sort of influence is poisonous.  
To say the right things to people, yet hate them, is a nasty form of influence.
3Do you have hearts that have been hardened?  “Hardened hearts” was quite a common idea in the Old Testament.  It meant that people don’t want to listen, and don’t want to learn, and don’t want to change.  But here Jesus does not mean that they are stubborn and don’t want to listen.  He says it as a question.  This is a form of training or coaching or teaching.  A coach will ask some players, “Do you want to be left out of the team?” when he knows very well that they don’t want to lose their place in the team.  He asks the question in order to urge or push them to do better.  It is like a gentle threat that he does not want to carry out.  In the same way Jesus asks if they don’t want to learn when he knows that they very much want to learn.  It’s like asking someone who is trying, but not doing as well as he should, “Are you not interested?”  This would give him a bit of a jolt to try to do better.
8.22-26  JESUS’ WARNING ABOUT THE PHARISEES AND HEROD

Then they came to 1the town of Bethsaida.  They bring to Jesus a blind man and plead with him:  Please could you take this man and fix him.
Jesus took hold of the hand of the blind man and led him out of the village.  Jesus then licked his fingers and 2moistened the man’s eyes.  Putting his hands on the man Jesus asked him:  Do you see anything?
The man now found that he could see again.  He said: I see people.  3They look like bushes.  But I can tell that they are people because they are moving about.
Jesus again put his fingers on the man’s eyes.  The man opened his eyes wide and stared.  His sight was completely restored.  He was cured!  He could see everything clearly, even at a distance.
Then Jesus sent him straight home.  He told him:  4You must not go back into the village.
1the town of Bethsaida:  “Beth” [bet] means a house or place, and “saida” [sa-ee-da] could mean fishing or hunting.  This was the town or village where Peter and Andrew lived and had their fishing business.  The disciple Philip also lived there.  Bethsaida is just to the east of where the upper Jordan River runs into the Lake of Galilee.  (Capernaum, where Jesus lived, was just to the west side of the river.  It was somewhere near Bethsaida that Jesus had fed the 5,000 men some time before.

Nowadays we are not sure exactly where this town was, but it was somewhere on the northern shore of the lake.

2moistened the man’s eyes:  If this man had been blind for some time, it is possible that his eyes may have been closed for a long time.  It seems that his eyes could have been dry, crusty and dusty.  Jesus wiped them clean using spit or saliva from his mouth.  He softened the man’s eyelids so that they could open more easily.  

Tears form an important part of our eyesight.  They help us to see properly by keeping our eyes clean and moist.  They form a film across our eye.  They come from little glands just above our eyes.  Every time we blink a small bit of tear covers our eyes.  Tears are complicated things.  They have three layers: a sticky layer that keeps them sticking to the eye; a thicker water layer that keeps the eye wet or moist, and a thin layer of oil that stops the eye getting dry and keeps the eye smooth so that we can see more clearly.  They are made up of lots and lots of tiny bits of all sorts of substances that the eyes need, such as proteins and vitamins and chemicals.  
Tears and saliva are closely connected and are similar in some ways.  Saliva fights germs and prevents bad breath.  It produces proteins and other minerals or chemicals.  Saliva keeps our mouth moist in the same way that tears keep our eyes moist.  Our body keeps producing lots of both.  Your eyes could produce something like two gallons of tears in a month.  Our mouth produces between one and two litres of saliva a day.  Tears help us to see properly and saliva helps us to eat better.  Both functions are very important to us.

Our eyesight is a very important part of our lives, and is very complicated.  How we are able to see is a miracle.  Blindness is a huge handicap for anyone.  When Jesus gave this man his eyesight back, he did him a very big favour.  Try closing your eyes for a few seconds and imagine if you had to live like this...
3They look like bushes:  What the man is meaning is that everything that he can see is very blurred.  
The important thing is what Jesus was doing.  He asked the man if he could see anything at all.  The man said, Yes, but it’s very blurred.  Jesus then showed that when God helps us, he does a very good job of it.  When Jesus knew that the man could see, but could not see properly, he then helped him again so that he could see very clearly.  He could even see clearly what was far away.  If that had been today, it would have meant that the man did not need to wear glasses.  His sight, or vision, was perfect.  God is proud of the way he helps us.  
We must keep praying until God has solved our problems properly.  He sometimes starts to help us with a problem, which is encouraging, and then goes on to sort it out completely later on.  He likes to do that sort of thing.  When we are sick, we start to get better and feel better, and then later on we become well again.
4You must not go back into the village:  Mark is telling us something about Jesus that many people, even Christians, do not understand.  Jesus did not heal or perform miracles because he wanted everyone to know and be amazed.  He did these things simply to help people.  This was how he honoured God.  Kindness and help are not meant to impress people.  It is meant to do good.  That is how God prefers to work.
8.27-30  WHAT DO YOU THINK OF JESUS?

Then Jesus and his disciples went off to the villages of 1Caesarea Philippi.  On the way he questioned his disciples.  He asked:  Who do people say I am?  What do they think of me?
They told him that some think you are some sort of John the Baptist, but others a kind of Elijah.  Others believe you are simply one of the prophets.  There’s a lot of talk about you.
Then Jesus asked them what they thought.  He said:  What about you?  Who do you think I am?  Peter answers:  Sir, you are the Messiah!  
Jesus then warned them that 2they must not tell anyone about him.
1Caesarea Philippi:  Caesarea Philippi [see-za-ree-a     f’lip-igh] was a town far to the north of Galilee.  It lay at the foot of the great mountain, Mount Hermon, which looks out over Syria and its capital, Damascus, to the east.  It is a beautiful area, and the town is near one of the main sources of the Jordan River.  Originally it was named after the Greek god Pan (not Peter Pan!), but it was rebuilt and renamed by Philip.  
Philip was the son of Herod, and half brother of Herod’s son.  (They had the same dad but different mothers.)  Philip was the best of all Herod’s sons, and ruled well.  What helped him was the fact that most people he ruled were Gentiles.  They were much easier to manage than the Jews who had strong religious and political feelings.  Pan was the place where the Greeks defeated the Egyptians in 200 BC.  From then on the Greeks ruled the area for the next 50 years.  Then the Jews managed to defeat them under the leadership of the Maccabees, and the Jews got back their independence.  They held a special ceremony to cleanse their temple that the Greeks had abused or violated.  That is where the Jewish festival of Hanukah [gha-noo-ka] comes from.
When King Herod died, not long after Jesus was born, Philip became ruler up in the north.  He chose Pan as his capital, and he named it Caesarea after Caesar Tiberius who ruled the world during Jesus’ ministry.  Caesarea Philippi means Philip’s Caesarea.  That is to distinguish it from his father Herod’s Caesarea that was built on the Mediterranean coast.  Herod named that Caesarea after Caesar Augustus.  That was where the Roman governors such as Pilate had their headquarters.  Herod’s Caesarea was north of where Tel Aviv is now and south of Mount Carmel.  
Philip also rebuilt for himself a town for his winter holidays.  It was Bethsaida, the home of the apostles Peter and Andrew and Philip.  That is near where the Jordan River flows into the lake of Galilee.  Bethsaida means Fishertown (as Bethlehem means Foodtown.)  Philip, Herod’s son, died about five years after Jesus died.  
Herod’s great grandson, the last of the Herods, renamed Caesarea Philippi after the Roman emperor Nero.  But after Nero committed suicide that name was soon forgotten.
2they must not tell anyone about him:  Jesus did not say this because he did not want anyone to know who he was.  In fact it was vital that people learnt that he was indeed the Messiah that God had promised his people.  He is the Messiah, or God’s Leader, who gets us to heaven.  But the problem was people and politics.  
People don’t listen.  People don’t want to know.  They only believe what they were taught as children.  They think the way they have grown up to think.  They argue and disagree.  They get confused.  They confuse one another.  They won’t listen and they don’t think.  They just react.  
They knew the prophets.  They were taught about the prophets at synagogue school and by their parents.  When the kings of Israel had let God and the nation down, God raised up prophets.  The first of these prophets who replaced the kings as God’s servants was Elijah.  He was the father of the prophets.  He started to train young men to be prophets for God.  Those prophets would be true to God even if what they said angered the king.  
John the Baptist was modern, but he was acceptable to the people because he had two simple messages that people were ready for.  He told them to repent.  They knew they needed God’s forgiveness.  He also told them that the reason they must repent was because the Messiah was coming.  They had been brought up to believe that the Messiah would come one day.  
But Jesus was different from what they expected.  This was the problem for people.  So they did not know if he really was the Messiah.  They did not know if he could be the Messiah.  If he thought he was the Messiah then he was not the sort of Messiah that the people were looking forward to.  He was not the type of Messiah they wanted.  In any case there were, since the time of the Maccabees, all sorts of people who claimed to be the Messiah.  Jesus was so different from what all those messiahs claimed to be.
Politics is always a big problem in any country.  Everyone wants to be successful.  Not many people are.  Usually when people become successful, they then want to become important.  Then they want to become powerful, to get others to do what they want them to do.  They want to be able to act like parents who can control their children.  But parents control their children because they love them and want what is best for them.  In politics the people in control often just want everyone to do things they way the leaders like things to be done.  Unfortunately, this happens in a country or in some towns or in many a business.  

It also happens in churches, and this has put many people off churches.  Being put off churches because of its leaders is wrong because we worship God, not the church.  To worship God properly we have to love the church, the way parents love children, even if they behave badly.  We also have to learn to love our parents even if they are not kind to us, or make mistakes.  
The great problem about politics is that it is usually mainly about power and arguing.  Everyone wants to be in control.  Everyone ends up arguing and criticising and condemning others.  These are not the sorts of people that God wants in heaven.  Yet they were the sort of people that Jesus struggled with.  Unfortunately, many people in the church are also like this.  We call it ‘church politics.’  It is when people struggle for power or control or to have things done their way.  It is when Christians argue and criticise, fight and get nasty.  Church or Christian politics is when church people, or people who call themselves Christians, become hypocrites.  They say the right things, but behave badly.
Because of the way the religious leaders were out to get Jesus, he did not want his disciples broadcasting the fact that he was the Messiah.  Because of the way religious people behaved Jesus did not want to try to teach those people that he was the Messiah.  Everyone thought of the Messiah as the Big Boss.  The religious leaders saw themselves as the boss and were not willing to allow anyone else to be the big boss.  The people wanted a leader who could solve all their problems, especially their political problems.  Jesus did not come to make the world a better place for us.  He came to make us better people even though the world is bad.  He came to get us to heaven even though the church is full of faults, and even though we ourselves have many faults.

So, he told his disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah, because they would take it up the wrong way.  We also must be careful what we say to people.  Sometimes what we say may do more harm than good.  Jesus said that they must not tell anyone that he is the Messiah – yet!  The time would come when people would have to learn the truth.  Until then his disciples must concentrate on being careful what they say and what they do.  At this stage even his disciples whom he taught did not fully understand what the Messiah promised in the Bible really meant.  People have so many fixed ideas that they have grown up with that it is hard for them to learn the truth.  Even Christians sometimes like to talk more than they want to listen and learn.  God takes a long time to teach us the truth.
8.31-33  JESUS WARNS HIS DISCIPLES
Jesus took a break and went to Caesarea Philippi.  This marked a change in his ministry.  The time had now come to prepare his disciples for the hard time ahead of them.  Up to now Jesus had concentrated on preaching and teaching and healing and helping people.  But the time had come when the religious leaders would really be out to get him.  Jesus would now have to face great danger.  The disciples who were faithful to him were going to have a very big struggle to face.  Ahead of them all would be a severe time of testing.  Life was going to become confusing, disappointing, worrying and frightening.  Jesus was going to start preparing his disciples to be able to face all this.  They would need to learn about God’s will from it.
This is the side of Christianity that people don’t like and don’t want.
Even Christians sometimes prefer to run away from these challenges, rather than face them.
Then Jesus settled down to explain to his disciples what 1God’s purpose for him would be.  2The Son of Man is going to get hurt.  He is going to suffer many things.  3He is going to be criticized as a fraud.  He will be rejected as a trouble-maker by 4the elders, the senior rulers.  He will be hated by 5the chief priests, the top church governors.  He will be written off by 6the scribes, the experts and professors that everybody listens to.  He is going to be killed to get him out of the way.  But 7after three days he shall come back to life again.
Jesus now began to open up and tell his disciples what was on his mind.  He was starting to explain things clearly to them instead of just using stories or parables.  That had sometimes left them confused or uncertain as to what he was talking about.  Now he spoke in a way that they could easily understand what he was thinking.  So Peter took him aside to speak to him privately.  He started to tell Jesus to stop being so negative.  He must stop thinking and talking like this, as though everyone is against him.  He is NOT going to die!  No one is going to kill him.
But Jesus went back, because he could see that his disciples felt uncomfortable.  In front of them he corrected and warned Peter.  He says to him:  Leave me to do what I must do!  You must follow after me.  8Satan is getting you to say what he wants, so that you avoid your duty to God.  9Instead of taking sides with God you are agreeing with what people want.
1God’s purpose:  The main point of becoming a Christian is to change.  It is to change from doing what we want, to doing what God wants.  It is to change from being what we want to be, to being what God wants us to be.  It is to change from getting what we want, to getting what God wants us to have.  This is what faith in God means.  It means that we have so much confidence in him that we know that what he wants is what’s best for us.

2The Son of Man:  While most people called Jesus Rabbi or Lord or Sir, Jesus called himself the Son of Man.  He used this title a lot, at least 80 times in the gospels.  Yet nobody else ever called Jesus by that name.  The Son of Man comes from the prophets Ezekiel and Daniel.  Jesus used it as a kind of code.  Actually, it means exactly the same thing as the Son of God.  But Jesus would not call himself that among the Jews.  It would have caused too much trouble.  
What Son of Man really means is that Jesus was a man, a human being, just like all of us.  He is our representative and leader.  He became like us all so that any of us could become like him.  He is our hope that appeared in history.  He belongs to all the nations in the world.  

But what Jesus is saying here is something even more than all this.  He became an ordinary man without any great powers or any important positions.  He had no earthly authority.  He became like a junior.  He chose to do this so that his only option in life was to do his Father’s will.  His only greatness was that he wanted to do only what God wanted.  He decided to do this even though it meant that he would have to suffer for it.
3He is going to be criticized as a fraud:  People’s biggest problem in life is with money.  For many people the worst kind of crime is cheating where money is concerned.  What some people look for is false kinds of money, that is, counterfeit money.  Counterfeit money is not just worthless and absolutely useless.  It also means that one has lost one’s good money if one is tricked into accepting counterfeit money.  When people realise that they are left holding counterfeit money that no one will accept, they are horrified.  It is a terrible blow!  What they then want is to see the person who palmed the counterfeit money onto them get put into prison, and the longer he stays there the better!
This is the meaning of the Greek word that Jesus uses here.  These religious leaders will regard Jesus as a sham, a scam, a fraud, a cheat.  He is worse than worthless and useless.  He’s is a trouble-maker.  The best thing to do with him is to get rid of him.  

4the elders:  The elders were the senior people who were chosen to be leaders.  They were given the responsibility of taking important decisions.  It was also their duty to know the law and decide who was guilty of breaking it.  They were also to decide what punishment to award to criminals.  They were councillors or like members of Parliament.  They also acted as magistrates or even judges.  They were the law makers and the upholders of the law.

5the chief priests:  It is a bit difficult for us to understand what the Chief Priests were because the Jews were a completely religious society.  
The High Priest was the head of the church.  In the old days he was always a descendent of Aaron, the first High Priest appointed by the Lord.  He was appointed for life.  But after 300 BC the Greeks took over control of Palestine and they changed that.  From then on the Greek rulers or the Roman rulers after them decided who the Chief Priest of the Jews would be.  They would also keep changing them, like political parties that come to power at one time and lose their power at another time.  But once someone became a High Priest his family would become important, like royalty.  So if the High Priest was removed from office, someone else from his family or relatives would be promoted in his place.  Just as we have Presidents and former presidents, so the Jews had a High Priest and former high priests.  The former ones were usually older and very influential.  They all became known as the Chief Priests.  On top of that, whoever was promoted to control the church finances was given a place as a minister in the cabinet of the chief priests.  Whoever became the Captain of the Temple Guard was also made a member of the cabinet of chief priests.  These were the people who were really in control of the Jewish nation.  They were the Jewish government, called the Chief Priests.
6the scribes:  The Greek word for the scribes is “the grammar-people.”  They were the serious students, the post-graduate experts, the people who were trained in the Bible and the law.  Today we would call them professors or lecturers.  The leaders, such as the elders and chief priests, were always turning to them for advice when things got difficult or confusing.  They were the people who had been trained and had studied to be qualified to teach.  They understood the Jewish history and traditions better than anyone else.  They were a highly valued fountain of knowledge that could be consulted about any problem.  They always had the answers.  No one could argue with them.
7after three days:  The Jewish way of thinking about time was a bit different from ours in a number of ways.  This is partly due to the fact that they did not have watches.  

Jesus would be put to death on a Friday, the first day.  He was buried throughout Saturday, the second day.  That was the annual Sabbath anniversary of the Passover that began the Exodus from Egypt in the time of Moses.  On Sunday morning, the third day, early, he rose from the dead.
That would have been how the Jews would later have understood the words, “after three days.”  To them it meant exactly the same thing as on the third day.  The way we would translate “after three days” would be, “the day after tomorrow.”
8Satan is getting you to say what he wants:  Jesus talks to Peter as though he is talking to Satan.  What he means by that is that Satan is influencing Peter to talk like that.  What Peter said to Jesus would not persuade Jesus one little bit, but it would certainly have an effect upon Peter himself.  

Satan has two ways to spoil our friendship with God.  First, he encourages us to do what is wrong.  If that does not work, he has another trick: he suggests that, instead of listening to God when we face difficult challenges, we just take the easy way out.  Satan’s idea is that instead of doing our duty we should just do what suits us.
9Instead of taking sides with God you are agreeing with what people want:  This is the big struggle that we all have in life.  This is the great struggle that we go on and on having all our lives.  We want so much what we want, and we worry so much about what other people want.  What God wants is so different from what we want or what others want.  That’s the big challenge for those who want to live the Christian life.  Christianity is taking sides with God.  Christianity is disagreeing with what people want if it is not what God wants.
8.34 – 9.1  THE IMPORTANCE OF OUR FAITH

Jesus then called the crowd over, with his disciples, and said to them:  If anyone decides that he wants to come to me to become my disciple, let him deny himself.  Let him give up what he likes and what he wants.  He should live for God instead of just living for himself.  To do this he should be willing to carry his cross: he should to be willing to be bullied and hated.  He ought to be willing to lose out and face troubles and disappointments.  Then he will be my disciple.  That is the sort of loyalty that I expect of my friends and followers.
For anyone who just wants to look after himself and get what he likes will ruin his life.  But whoever is willing to give up what he would like for my sake will save his life.  Anyone who is prepared to sacrifice his own interests for the sake of God’s truth and the gospel will do very well in life.  He, or she, will get to heaven.
What good will it do somebody to win all the prizes and honours the whole world has to offer, but then loses his life and ends up being punished for his sins?  1Your life or your soul is more important than the whole world!
2What could anyone possibly pay to rescue his soul from hell?  What could anyone possibly give in order to get his soul into heaven?
Don’t be embarrassed about me or what I say.  If anyone is ashamed of me then I shall be ashamed of him.  3If you are ashamed of me as a man, I’ll be ashamed of you when I come back in glory.  I’m going to come back with the glory of my Father and of his holy angels.  Make sure you do not miss out on that.
Then Jesus promised them:  Believe me, I can promise you that there are some people here who have already made a stand in life.  These are people who are not scared of death.  4They have become convinced that the kingdom of God has already become established with power in the world.  They are quite sure that not even death can crush God’s rule and control, or any of his plans.
1Your life or your soul:  We all know that we have a body and a mind.  People wear crash helmets when riding a motor bike, or even a bicycle.  They realise that brain damage is more serious than any injury to the body.  What people do not realise is that we have a body AND a soul.  Our soul is even more important than our brain.  This is because when our body dies our soul does not die.  It lives on in another kind of world, the life after this one.
Jesus is teaching that there are two things that people forget.  The one is that we have a soul.  People don’t realise that they have a soul, even though they are often reminded that they do have one.  When we get happy it is because our soul is happy.  It’s also our soul that gets sad and unhappy.  Pleasure or worry takes place in our soul.  When we die our soul leaves our body behind in this world and has to go to meet God.
The other thing people forget has to do with life.  Everyone knows that life is the most important thing we have.  It’s more important than money or our work or where we live.  But what we forget is that there is also such a thing as eternal life.  There is life after death, and it goes on forever.  
Jesus is warning us that we must get our priorities right.  That is absolutely vital!  It is more important than anything else in the world.

2What could anyone possibly pay:  For most people the most important thing in life is money.  Money is useful, but it is not vital.  How much money can anyone take with them when they die?  As a child, how much do we pay towards our food and clothing and home and other expenses?  
But Jesus points out something much more important: 

Can you buy your way out of hell if you deserve to go there?  

Can you buy your way into heaven if you do not deserve to go there?
3If you are ashamed of me:  This is why it is such a struggle to become a Christian.  We are surrounded by people who do NOT want to believe in Jesus, do not want to trust him with their lives, and do not want to obey him.  They find him a problem:  They say, “He is too good for us.  We have to be practical.  We have to solve our own problems.  He can wait until we are ready for him or need him.  We don’t want people to think we are fanatics or weird.  Religion is a private thing, like going to the bathroom.”
That is how people feel.  On top of that, there are many others who dislike and resent him, or who even hate him.  They are often aggressive people, who make a lot of loud noise.  One doesn’t want to argue with them.  

So, we find ourselves in a dilemma: we have a problem:  We want to believe, but we don’t want people to know that.  We want them to leave us alone.  So we become embarrassed and even ashamed.  It is only in a church that we can relax somewhat.  But outside we are shy about Jesus.  Often, even in our own home we feel uncomfortable about talking or arguing about what we believe.  We feel awkward about Jesus Christ.

Well, listen to what he says about that.  Take careful note of what he said.  He meant what he said, and he knew what he was talking about.  

4They have become convinced:  This is a marvel!  It’s a miracle that there are people who are absolutely convinced that there is a God and that there is a better world.  Although they cannot see or hear God, and although they have no proof of heaven, they are sure, quite sure, completely sure, about what they believe.  They are so certain about the truth of it that nothing frightens them.  All the world’s tragedies do not shake their faith.  All personal disappointments do not confuse their beliefs.  Not even death can terrify them.  Nothing in this world can get them to give up on their confidence in God.  It’s amazing!  It’s wonderful!  It’s genuine!  It’s brilliant!  That is the confidence that Jesus has inspired in a good number of people who unashamedly call themselves Christians.  They know that the Kingdom of God is here – to win!
Chapter 9
9.2-4  JESUS BECOMES GLORIOUS 

1After just six days Jesus takes Peter and James and John along with him, and leads them up into a high mountain.  They went alone, privately.  There he was gloriously changed right in front of them.  2He was transformed.  He was transfigured.  His whole appearance became stunning and awesome.
3His clothes became exceptionally white, shiny and glistening, gleaming and radiant like the stars.  They were far whiter than any professional cleaner in the world would be able to get them. 
Then there appeared to the disciples 4Elijah with Moses, and they were busy talking with Jesus.
1After just six days:  After six days means a week later.  Mark is making clear that what now happened was real.  It happened on a certain day, about a week after Jesus had been speaking to his disciples about how sure it was that the kingdom of God was in the world.  Now, three of his closest disciples were going to see this very, very clearly.  But Jesus was going to keep it a secret.  
2He was transformed:  The Greek word is “metamorphosis.”  It is what happens to a worm that turns into a beautiful butterfly.  Jesus, a man, turned out to look like God.

3His clothes became exceptionally white:  In the Bible wearing white clothes is a sign of being clean and pure.  People in heaven wear white as a sign that they are acceptable to God.  Dressed in white means they are holy and godly, righteous and good.

4Elijah with Moses:  What is amazing is that Elijah had lived over 800 years before, and Moses had lived another 600 years before Elijah.  This showed that they were very much alive in heaven.  Mark is saying that Elijah appeared together with Moses.  The Jews called the Old Testament “The Law and the Prophets.”  Moses gave us God’s law, and Elijah was the father of the prophets.
When the kings of Israel had led the nation into idolatry, God had raised up prophets to warn the kings, and the people, to obey his commandments.  The first of these great prophets was Elijah.  To show us clearly that he had worked with God’s approval and authority he was taken straight up to heaven in a fiery chariot.  He never died.  Elijah’s work as a prophet had been to get the people to remember the laws that God had given us through Moses.  That became the work of all the prophets who came after Elijah.  God showed Moses what was true and what was right.  Moses faithfully passed this on to Israel, God’s people.  The prophets, led by Elijah, then faithfully taught the people what Moses had commanded from the Lord.
What was Jesus talking to Moses and Elijah about?  We are not told this.  What is important is that Jesus was clearly in close contact with heaven.  What we do know is that Jesus was now getting ready to do the most important work of his mission in the world.  He was preparing to offer himself as a perfect sacrifice for our sins.  He was getting ready to die for us so that he could get us to heaven.  So, we can guess that God sent Moses and Elijah to encourage and strengthen Jesus to prepare his nerves and spirit for handing himself over to be crucified.  
The most important thing about Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins was that he had to be perfect.  The fact that his clothes became exceptionally white, and gloriously and divinely white, showed that God regarded Jesus as good enough to be an offering for our salvation from sin and death.  God could use Jesus to get us to heaven.  This is what the work, or ministry, of Moses and Elijah and the prophets had been all about: how to get God’s people ready for heaven.  Moses and the prophets had given us all sorts of signs that the Messiah would die and conquer death.  He would do that to get us to God, and to get us to heaven.
9.5-8  JESUS IS GOD’S SON
Peter’s reaction to this was to say to Jesus:  1Rabbi, it’s a privilege for us to be here.  2Let us set up three chapels, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.
He said this because he did not really know how to respond to what he was seeing, for they were terribly scared.
Then 3a cloud came, 4covering them.  A voice came out of the cloud.  It said:  5This is my beloved Son.  Listen to him!

Then suddenly, as they looked around, they no longer saw anyone except Jesus.  He was alone with them.
1Rabbi:  Rabbi meant, to the Jews, what Professor means to us.  It actually meant, My Teacher.  But it was also used when someone became a very special or important teacher.  So Rabbi was used by the Jews in the same sort of way that we use the word, Sir or Boss.  In old English they used to say, My Lord.  That is exactly what Peter meant here by, Rabbi.
2Let us set up three chapels:  We are used to people setting up some sign by which they want to remember people.  This could be a framed photo in a sports club.  It could be a bench somewhere where there is a good view, with a plaque containing someone’s name, some loved one who has died.  Or it could be a cross, with flowers, to remember someone who was killed in an accident.  What Israelites used to do in the old days was to make a little veranda or shelter from the sun out of branches and leaves.  This was a place where they could sit quietly and meditate or think about God and about life and about death.  They called this a sanctuary or a shrine.  Anyone who needed peace and quiet could go there and sit in the shade, to be alone with his thoughts and with God.  It would be a holy place, like a church or a little private chapel.
Although Peter was terrified by seeing Moses and Elijah, he realised that something very special and great was happening.  He knew that God had brought together these three men.  To him they were three of the greatest men of Jewish history: Jesus, Moses and Elijah.  Peter felt that he and his two friends should do something to remember this important event.  Nothing like this had ever happened before in history.  So this should always be a most holy place.  It had been a frightening, but also a marvellous, experience to have seen Moses, and Elijah with him.  This was unforgettable!  
This unique event is called the Transfiguration of Jesus Christ [trans-figga-ray-shin].
If Peter found it so frightening to meet Moses and Elijah, what will it be like for us to meet God?  We had better get ready for that meeting.  We cannot avoid it.  If we can have a good meeting with the Lord Jesus Christ we shall have a very exciting meeting with God.  We shall also have a very happy time meeting all the people in heaven.  That is going to be such a great experience.
3a cloud came:  When the Israelites left Egypt in the time of Moses, a cloud guided them.  God was in that cloud.  Now it was obvious that God had sent Moses and Elijah.  So when this cloud covered them, they realised that God was present.  When the voice spoke, they knew it was God speaking.
4covering them:  This word, “to cover” is a special word in the Hebrew religion.  It means that God’s spiritual power is at work.  We would call it an inspiring or deeply moving influence or power.  When the cloud covered the disciples, they felt a deep, strong feeling of the presence of God.  It was an awesome and thrilling experience, a completely spiritual experience.  
This was the same word, and the same experience that Mary had when God told her that she was going to conceive and have a baby by the power of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit would “cover” her with the special and quite unique power of God.  That baby would be Jesus.
5This is my beloved Son:  Most people realise that Jesus Christ was a very great man.  Many Jewish people in those days realised that he was a prophet sent by God.  Peter and his friends also realised that Jesus was a very great prophet, much greater than John the Baptist.  They now realised that he was at least as great as Moses and Elijah.  But now God was saying something that was a great secret straight out of heaven:  Jesus was different from all the prophets, even the greatest of them.  God himself announced, in a very clear voice, that 
Jesus is God’s Son.
That means that he is much closer to God than any other man.  God loves Jesus more than anyone else, even more than the holy prophets.
In the Hebrew language and religion, “the Son of God” means that he is just like God.  In the same way “the Son of Man” means that he is just like man.  In Hebrew the Israelites were always called “the sons of Israel.”  This meant that the Israelites were like Jacob, Isaac and Abraham.  They were the people of God, just like their forefathers.  By saying that Jesus is his son, God is saying that Jesus is like God himself.  
The Son of God means that Jesus is God.

Jesus’ mission in the world was, and still is, to get us loved by God.  We know we are loved by God when we love God.  The way to love God is to love his beloved Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  If we love God, we shall love his Son whom he loves.  

The sign that we love God is that we also love his people.  Heaven is full of people who love God and his beloved Son, and who are loved by God and his beloved Son.  To join those fortunate and blessed people we need to be able to love them.  We learn to do that by loving God, and we learn to love God by listening to his Most Holy Son.
9.9-13  JESUS TALKS ABOUT ELIJAH
As they were coming down the mountain Jesus gave them a clear order: 1they must not tell anyone what they saw.  They were to keep it a secret until the Son of Man should rise from the dead.
They made a special note among themselves of what Jesus said, and discussed 2what is “to rise from the dead?”
But they began questioning Jesus as to why do 3the Scribes say that Elijah has to come first, before the Messiah.
Jesus then gave them his answer.  Yes of course, that’s true!  Elijah is indeed coming first to restore all things in the nation.  He will get things that have gone wrong back to what they should be.  But, can you tell me what the Bible means by what has been written about the Son of Man?  The Bible says that he has to go through a lot of suffering, and be treated like dirt.  Now why does the Bible say that?
But I tell you that 4Elijah has already come, but they have treated him the way they were determined to.  They wanted to get rid of him, and they have done that.  That is just what was written in the Bible about him.
1they must not tell anyone:  The great problem that Jesus had in his work or ministry was not from bad people.  It was not even from the Romans who conquered and ruled his country.  It was from the religious leaders of the Jews.  If they knew that he thought that he was the Son of God, they would crucify him.  They would charge him with insulting or blaspheming God.  They knew that to claim to be the Son of God meant that he was claiming that he was like God.  That meant that he was saying that he was God.  Such a thing could not be tolerated by the religious leaders.  It would completely undermine their own authority over the people.  They would then have to listen to him, and he was very critical of the way they behaved.
It is difficult to keep a secret when it is true.  But Jesus knew that once he rose from the dead his followers would have the proof they needed in order to announce and preach that Jesus is the Son of God.

2what is “to rise from the dead?”  Right throughout history people have been puzzled about what happens after we die.  People can only guess.  Since Jesus did not explain what he meant by it these three disciples were trying to figure it all out.  The fact that Jesus had told them to keep his transfiguration a secret made it difficult for them to work out what rising from the dead was going to mean.  What Jesus had taught them at Caesarea Philippi a week ago, and what they had just experienced on top of the mountain, had all been a bit much for them.  They still had a lot to learn.
So do we!
3the Scribes say that Elijah has to come first:  The word Scribe basically means someone who could read and write.  In those days not everybody could.  They did not have schools the way we do nowadays.  Another word for Scribe would be Secretary, the person who keeps notes and records of any business or organisation.  He is usually an important person in that organisation.  But Scribes were also more than that: they were the most educated people.  Today they would be called professors.  They were teachers or lecturers or scholars.  They were the experts on the Bible, that is, the Old Testament, especially the Law of Moses.  They were also like lawyers.  Up until the Jewish Exile in Babylon, the teachers of the law were the priests, but after the exile scribes took over the responsibilities for studying the Holy Scriptures.  The New Testament, of course, did not exist in those days.
The Scribes carefully studied the Scriptures over many years, many generations and many centuries.  They looked into difficult questions about God and faith and religion.  They came up with many interesting issues, and even some weird ideas.  They gave people a lot to think about.  They had a strong influence on the nation, like the priests.  Most of them opposed and attacked Jesus, though some of them believed in him.  John’s gospel is the only gospel that does not mention them.  When John came to write the other three gospels had already said enough about the scribes.
One of the ideas the scribes came up with was that Elijah would come back from heaven..  He would come before the Messiah came.  They got this idea from studying the Bible.  Jesus actually agreed with them.  He said that John the Baptist was the “Elijah who would come.”  

4Elijah has already come:  Jesus is talking about the prophet John the Baptist.  He was arrested and killed by Herod because he preached against sin.

9.14-19  THE TALK ABOUT THE DUMB SPIRIT 

When they came to the disciples they saw a large crowd around them.  There were also scribes holding a discussion with them.
But seeing Jesus the whole crowd was especially surprised because they did not expect to see him.  1They immediately cut short their discussion and ran to Jesus, and warmly welcomed him.  
Jesus asked his disciples:  What were you discussing with them?
But one man from the crowd answered:  Teacher, I brought my son to you because 2he has a dumb spirit.
Whenever it would come and take control of him, it causes him to collapse completely.  He foams at the mouth – a horrible sight, and grinds his teeth – a horrible noise!  He’s just wasting away – 3it’s so worrying!  I told your disciples so that they might get rid of that spirit, but they couldn’t.  
Jesus’ reply was just to groan.  Then he says to his disciples:  4Oh no!  You people are so faithless, so unbelieving!  How much longer must I go on being with you?  How long must I put up with you?  Bring the boy to me!
1They immediately cut short their discussion:  The large crowd that stood around listening to the disciples and the scribes holding a discussion, did not learn much from all their talking to one another.  When Jesus unexpectedly appeared, the people were far more interested in him.  They knew that whenever they listened to him, they learned something useful.  He always knew what he was talking about, and he was always able to help people.  
Nowadays there are also times when people learn nothing useful from the talk of Christians or ministers, or professors or teachers.  When this becomes a problem to us, the answer is to go and listen to Jesus and the Bible.  God sometimes speaks helpfully to us when people cannot, even though they are experts or religious.

2he has a dumb spirit:  While the disciples and the experts were talking and discussing and possibly even arguing, this man just wanted help.  Helping people with their problems is more useful than just talking to other people about the problems that other people have.

The problem with this boy was that a spirit had come into his life and had made him dumb.  He could not talk.  The problem was so bad that the boy was helpless.  There were other complications as well.  His father was also helpless.  The family was suffering badly.  Being able to talk is a great advantage that we take for granted.  We see this advantage more clearly when we compare ourselves with animals that cannot talk.  
The problem with these horrible spirits that plagued people’s lives was that medicine could not help them with their problem.  People could not help them.  There was nothing that could ease or take away their suffering.  People suffering like that were hopeless and most miserable.
All this talking and discussing did not help.
3it’s so worrying:  To understand this part of the Bible we need to think and realise how awful things were for this family.  We should try to put ourselves in their shoes.  We ought to be able to feel some of the father’s frustration and stress and worry.

There are many parts of the Bible that we shall not understand, or not understand properly, unless we try to imagine that we were there, or that we ourselves have the same problems and needs and concerns.  The Bible is not just a history book telling us what happened to others, to interest us or entertain us, or just to get us thinking.  It is not just a storybook.  The Bible is given to us to show us how God works, to show us how to face life, and to show us how to care about other people.
4Oh no!  You people:  This shows that Jesus was frustrated and annoyed.  He was upset with his disciples.  Instead of helping this man they had fallen into the trap of talking about the problem, and discussing it with the scribes.  As a result they had got nowhere, and the boy had not been helped.  It is clear that Jesus thought that this was not good enough.  Jesus did not fail to criticise and rebuke them when they did not do what they should have.
We also have to be careful that we do not fail to do what we can and what we should.  God wants to use us, and sometimes that is a big challenge.  Jesus does not ask us to do more than we can do, but he also expects us to do what we should do.  Helping needy people is an important part of our Christian faith.  Standing up against what is evil, fighting it and overcoming it, is also an important part of our faith in the true, living and almighty God.  We have a God who cares about people, and he expects us to care about them too.
9.20-24  THE BOY’S FATHER ASKS JESUS FOR HELP
They brought the boy to Jesus.  When the spirit saw Jesus it straight away threw the boy into a violent fit.  He crashed onto the ground and began rolling around foaming at the mouth.
Then Jesus questioned the boy’s father:  How long is it since this has happened to him?  The father said:  It’s ever since childhood!
And it often threw him into fire, and also into pools of water, 1in order to destroy him.  But if you can do anything about it, please Sir, 2have pity on us and help us.
But Jesus said to him:  What do you mean, “If you can?”  3Anything is possible – for someone who believes in God.
Immediately the father of the boy called out urgently:  4Yes,  I DO believe!  Please help me with my weak faith!

1in order to destroy him:  The problem that the father and his boy had was not just a case of epilepsy or some such sickness or handicap.  This was a demon, an evil spirit, attacking and tormenting the boy and the family.  The spirit tried to kill the boy.  It is likely that the father or someone managed to save the boy a few times.  When children get sick it puts a strain on their parents and the family.  When children have a handicap, or one of the parents has a handicap, it is even harder for the family.  Yet these problems can be faced, and coped with, and overcome.  But this problem with the spirit was like war or terrorism.  It was wrecking the life of that family.

When the spirit saw Jesus it once again attacked the boy.  It was an enemy of Jesus, as well as of the boy and his dad.
This is a clear warning to us all to have nothing whatsoever to do with anything that may involve the spirits of demons in some way.  They are evil!  Never try to play games that are connected with spirits.  They will not help you in any way.  They will ruin your life.
2have pity on us:  Pity is something very important in life.  From time to time we are going to need to have pity in our soul.  The reason for this is because there is so much trouble and so much need in the world.  So many people have so many problems, and such big problems.  Sometimes the only source of help they can possibly get is from the pity of someone or other.  To have pity means to care or have compassion.  It is to feel for that person’s need and suffering.  
Often we are able to get help because we can pay for it.  Or we can get it if we know the right person and have some special connection with her or him.  But the word “pity” means that a person’s kindness, or thoughtfulness and care, is our last resort for help.  When someone truly needs help, and the only source of help they have is the fact that we care, then we have done something special and worthwhile and good in life.  To lift someone’s spirit out of his or her suffering, just because we have compassion, is to do a noble thing.
3Anything is possible:  Jesus means what he says!  Getting God’s help makes a huge difference in our lives.  We can always turn to God for help.

4Yes,  I DO believe!  Please help me with my weak faith:  Here is a problem many Christians have.  They DO believe in God, but when faced with a huge problem their faith is weak.  They don’t know if God will help them.  They are not sure.
There are two answers to this problem.  There are two things that we must do, and keep up doing them:  

The first is to 
WORSHIP GOD.
The more we worship him, and the better we worship him, the more confidence we shall have in him.  

The second thing that we must do and keep on doing is to 
OBEY GOD.
If we obey his commands God will help us with our problems, whether big or small.  But if we disobey God then we cannot expect him to want to help us with our problems.  Disobedience not only makes our conscience uneasy, but also weakens our confidence in God’s goodness and helpfulness.
9.25-27  JESUS DRIVES OUT THE EVIL SPIRIT
But when Jesus noticed that a whole lot of people were running towards them, he rebuked the evil spirit.  He said to it:  1Listen, you dumb and deaf spirit, I’m giving you an order!  Come out of him and don’t ever go into him anymore.

And the spirit let out a croaking scream.  And shaking him terribly, that is, convulsing him intensely – it came out of the lad.  The boy seemed to be dead.  That caused a number of the people to say that he had died.
But Jesus took hold of his hand and raised him up, and so he got up.
1Listen, you dumb and deaf spirit, I’m giving you an order:  The father knew that the boy had a spirit in him because of the way it tried to kill his son.  The father also knew that the spirit caused his son to be dumb because he never spoke.  But Jesus knew that the boy was also deaf.  The spirit did not allow the boy to hear anything or say anything.  For anyone to face a problem properly, or solve it, they need to understand properly what that problem is.
We notice here what Jesus did NOT do to get rid of the evil spirit.  He did not shout or use noise.  He did not use any ceremonies or movements.  He did not try to use force, or beat the spirit out of the boy.  He just gave an order.  He did not do this for show.  When he saw that even more people had started to run towards him, he did not wait for them to get there.  He drove the demon out before they could arrive.
He told the spirit to listen to him although it was deaf!

There are two kinds of dumbness and deafness.  The one is where a person is not able to speak or not able to hear what is said.  That is a real or natural problem.  We try to help such unfortunate people.  But the other is where a person does not want to speak, when he should, or refuses to listen, when he should.  Pretending to be dumb or in any kind of trouble is not right.

9.28-29  JESUS EXPLAINS THE PROBLEM
Then when Jesus went indoors his disciples asked him privately:  Why were we not able to get rid of it?
Jesus said to them:  This type is a problem.  Nothing is able to get it out and get rid of it.  1The only thing that will work is to do it by prayer.
1The only thing that will work is to do it by prayer:  What had happened to the disciples was that the scribes had come along and got involved in the problem.  But all they could do was to talk about the problem.  This got the disciples discussing it with them.  But this kind of serious problem could not be solved by talking about it.  What they should have done was to turn to God in prayer, to ask him to help the boy and his father.
We have the same problem: we prefer to talk than to pray.  But serious problems need prayer.  We need God’s help.  Some things we cannot do ourselves.  We depend on God.
The secret of prayer and getting God’s help is 

to TRUST him, 

to PRAY to him, and then 

to WAIT for him to answer our prayer and get his good help.

9.30-32  JESUS TEACHES HIS DISCIPLES
Then Jesus left, and they by-passed the villages as 1they went through Galilee.  Jesus did not want anyone to know where he was.
The reason for this was that he was busy teaching his disciples.  He told them:  The Son of Man is now going to be handed over into the power of people who want to arrest him.  And they shall kill him!  But 2three days after he is killed he will come back to life.  He will rise from the dead!
But the disciples did not get the message.  And they were too scared, or too respectful, to ask him any questions about it.
1they went through Galilee:  Jesus is now leaving Galilee on his way to Jerusalem.  He is going there for the Passover Feast.  It will be the last time he goes there.  This time he is going to be arrested and condemned and crucified.
2three days after he is killed:  It’s a bit difficult for us to translate this statement into English.  It is written in Greek, but it has a Hebrew meaning.  In our language it means “the day after tomorrow.”  So if we go to the day that he is killed, then we can say that the day after tomorrow he will come back to life again.  So ‘after three days’ really means the day after the day after he is killed he will rise from the dead.  But that is a bit of a mouthful to understand easily and quickly.  So we have settled for the way it is written in the Greek:  ‘After three days.’
It’s the same if you come across the phrase, “after three days and three nights.”  The Hebrew simply means the day after tomorrow.  We also use expressions for time in English.  When we say, ‘until the cows come home,’ we simply mean until evening.  When we say, ‘twenty four seven’ we mean all day and all night for the whole week, including weekends.
9.33-37  WHO IS MORE IMPORTANT? 

1They came to Capernaum, where Jesus lived.  Once Jesus was in the house he tried asking his disciples: what were you arguing about while we were walking along the road?
But they would not answer his question.  This was because, along the way, they had discussed with one another as to who was greater.  
So Jesus sat down and called all the twelve to him, and said:  2If anyone wants to be first, he should be last of all.  If he wants to be the boss, he needs to be a servant to all of them.
The Jesus got hold of a child and put him in the middle of the disciples.  He wrapped his arms around the little child, and said to the disciples:
Whoever becomes a friend of just one child like this becomes my friend.  And whoever becomes my friend will not only be my friend but also the friend of God who sent me.
1They came to Capernaum:  This was Jesus’ last visit to his home town.

2If anyone wants to be first, he should be last of all:  Most of us would like to be important.  This shows us that the disciples were just like us.  But what God wants is that we are humble and useful.

9.38-41  JUDGE PEOPLE CAREFULLY AND PROPERLY
John spoke to Jesus.  He said:  Teacher, we saw someone driving out demons, but he was using your name and authority to do so.  He is not part of our team so 1we tried to stop him because 2he does not belong to our group.
But Jesus said:  Don’t forbid him!  You see, anyone who has the ability to do something helpful by using my name, is not then going to say anything bad about me in a hurry.
For whoever does not look down on us is someone who will stand up for us.
For whoever shall help you in any little way because you belong to Christ, I promise you he shall definitely not lose out on his reward for his kindness.
1we tried to stop him:  The Greek puts it very nicely:  “We tried to clip his wings for him.”

2he does not belong to our group:  We tend to be too critical of one another.  We feel comfortable in a group, and we accept the people who are in our group.  But we do not feel as comfortable with people who are different from us.  We easily forget that God loves lots of different people, and he also loves many people who are very different from one another.  We can fall into the trap of thinking that what we do is better than what others do.  

We need to learn how to judge properly what others do.  We should not discourage anyone from doing anything that is good, even though he or she is different, or thinks differently from us.  What people do is more important than what we think of them.
There are more people who believe in Jesus Christ than we realise.  Most of them are unknown to us.  There are more people that God accepts and loves than we know about.  Most of them are unknown to us.  The Lord sees what other people do better than we can.
9.42-48  JESUS WARNS US AGAINST HELL
I warn everyone never to cause a child to turn away from God.  No one must ever cause even one of these little ones who 1believes in God, to give up on God.  If anyone does, he will be in very big trouble.  It would be better for him if a heavy stone was tied to his neck and he was then thrown head-first into the sea.
You must also be careful what you do.  Don’t do anything that will turn you away from believing in God.  Stop yourself, however hard or painful that may be.  It is better to lose out in this life and end up in heaven, than to do what’s wrong, but end up in hell.  It does not really matter how much you lose out or get hurt in this life, but never turn your back on God and go away from him.  You can get to heaven however much you have been hurt in this life.  But if you turn against God you will end up in very hot water indeed, however successful you might become.  It’s just not worth it!  If you go to hell in the next life, you never get out.
You must also be careful where you go.  Don’t go anywhere that will turn you away from believing in God.  Stop yourself, however hard or painful that may be.  It is better to lose out in this life and end up in heaven, than to have some fun that’s wrong, but end up in hell.  It does not really matter how much you lose out or get hurt in this life, but never turn your back on God and go away from him.  You can get to heaven however much you have lost out in this life.  But if you turn against God you will end up in very hot water indeed, however much fun you might have had.  It’s just not worth it!  If you go to hell in the next life, you never get out.

You must also be careful about what you like and what you want.  Don’t want anything that will turn you away from believing in God.  Stop yourself, however hard or painful that may be.  It is better to lose out on your dreams in this life and end up in heaven, than to get what you like that’s wrong, but end up in hell.  It does not really matter how much you lose out or get hurt in this life, but never turn your back on God and go away from him.  You can get to heaven however much you have lost out in this life.  But if you turn against God you will end up in very hot water indeed, even if you always get what you want.  It’s just not worth it!  If you go to hell in the next life, you never get out.

What is hell like?  Hell is a place where one dies.  Death shall hold you there in its grip forever!  Hell is a place where you are punished and suffer.  You shall never get free from that suffering.  You never get another chance.  The worst thing about hell is regretting that you got yourself there.
1believes in God:  What does believing in God really mean?  
It means to love God and trust him.  

Because we love him, we listen to him.  Because we trust him, we do as he says.  
To believe in God means that we are sure that he is good and keeps his promises.  
To believe in God means one can always ask him for whatever help one needs.

To believe in God means to become a new and better person.

To believe in God means always to do what’s right.

To believe in God means to care about other people.

To believe in God means to become his friend, a true and genuine friend.  
To believe in God means that we are determined to be loyal and faithful to him.  

Believing in God means to be proud of him.

The difficulty about believing in God is that so many people do not believe in him.  

But believing in God is the best way to find happiness in this disappointing world.
9.49-50  SALT AND OUR ATTITUDE
Be careful, because 1you are going to be tested with suffering.  Suffering will test whether you truly believe in God.  If you genuinely believe in him, you will be willing to suffer for him and for what is right.  Suffering will also train you to be a better person, and a useful one too. 
Look at salt, for example.  2A little bit of salt is good.  It makes food tastier.  In the same way you also should be a good influence among other people.  What people need is your friendliness and good attitude.  But on the other hand, 3if the salt loses its saltiness it becomes tasteless and useless.  There is nothing you can use to make it tasty again.  In the same way you are of no use to people if you lose your friendliness and good attitude.  It is important that you keep your attitude good and live at peace with one another.
1you are going to be tested with suffering:  Jesus warns us that all Christians are going to suffer.  He says that we are going to go through the fire of suffering.  Fire is what God is going to use in the end to punish the wicked and to get rid of wickedness and evil.  But until then God is going to use the fire of suffering for his people.  Suffering is what trains us to be better people.  Suffering deepens our character and improves our spirit.  This, says Jesus, is how God puts “salt” into our lives so that we are more useful to him and more helpful to others.
2A little bit of salt:  A little bit of salt does two things:  It makes food taste better, and it makes food last longer.  That is why it is good.  But what Jesus really means is that we should also be good.  We should live a good life to please God, and we should do good to other people to make life easier or better for them.  God wants us to have a good attitude toward other people.  We are to be like a little bit of salt in their lives.  

Salt makes food taste better, and it makes food last longer. 

We should try to make life better for others, and keep it up.
3if the salt loses its saltiness:  The Jordan River flows into the Dead Sea.  The Dead Sea is the dead end of the river.  It is in a very low and very hot valley.  The water is so thick with salt that one can actually lie in the water and easily read a book.  The water will hold you up.  When the water evaporates, it leaves the salt behind.  But that salt is not pure, and if it gets damp, it loses its saltiness.  It is then good for nothing.  One has to throw it away.
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