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4.1-4  THE TEMPTATION ABOUT FOOD

After Jesus was baptised, he was full of the Holy Spirit of God.  That was how he was when he went back from the Jordan River to Galilee.  

Jesus was also led by the Spirit in the desert for 40 days.  During that time he was tempted by the devil.  During those days he did not eat anything, and when that time came to an end, Jesus felt hungry.

Then the Devil made a suggestion to him:  Since you are the Son of God, you don't have to suffer like this.  Tell this stone to become bread so that you've got something to eat.

But Jesus did not fall for that trick.  He answered by saying what is written in the Bible:  God says that man does not just need food in order to live.  What Jesus meant was that the most important thing in life is not food.  If we want to live a good life then the most important thing we need is to listen to God.  God comes before food.  God is what we need most.

4.5-8  THE TEMPTATION ABOUT SUCCESS

The Devil took Jesus up and away from the desert so that, for just a moment, he could relax and see all the kingdoms of the nations of the world around him.

Then the devil said to Jesus:  I shall give all this power and all their glory to you, because it is mine.  It has been given to me and I can give it to whoever I want to.  

So, if you will just worship me, and give me your respect and co-operation, the whole lot will be yours.  You won’t have to work for it, nor suffer.

But Jesus answered him by saying:  God has told us in the Bible that you must worship the Lord your God, and he is the only one you must take orders from.

4.9-12  THE  TEMPTATION TO MISQUOTE THE BIBLE

The Devil took Jesus to Jerusalem and put him on top of the temple, at the edge where he could be clearly seen from below.  The Devil said to him:  If you are the Son of God, prove it!  Hurl yourself down off the edge.

Remember that the Bible says:  God will order his angels to look after you well.  

They will lift you up and carry you very carefully, and make quite sure that you do not hurt yourself in any way.

But Jesus was not interested.  He said to the devil:  The Bible also says:  Do not mess around with the Lord your God.  Do not use God to prove what you want to prove.

4.13-15  JESUS RETURNS TO GALILEE

When the devil unsuccessfully finished every temptation, he left Jesus alone until he could get another opportunity sometime.

Jesus went back to Galilee.  He now had God's power with him, the power of the Holy Spirit.  Throughout the whole territory people were talking about him.  Jesus had become an important person and teacher in Galilee.  

He taught in their synagogues [sin-a’goggs] and was highly respected by everybody.

4.16-20  JESUS ANNOUNCES HIS WORK FOR GOD

Jesus came home to Nazareth, where he had been brought up as a boy.  It being his usual custom, he went to synagogue on the Sabbath.  During the service Jesus got up to read the Bible.  

The scroll of the prophet Isaiah [ai-zigh-a] was handed over to him by an assistant minister.  Jesus unrolled the scroll and found the place where Isaiah had written these words:
The Spirit of the Lord is with me.  I have God's Spirit because he has appointed me to do a special work.  I am to bring hope to people in need, to people who need God's help.  God has sent me to announce that people trapped in hardship and misery can escape, and that those who cannot see any good or hope in life will have their eyes opened.  I am to give freedom and another chance to anyone who is burdened by guilt.

God has sent me to announce that God is going to give everyone a new start in life. 
Jesus rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the assistant minister.  Then he sat down to start teaching.  Everybody in the synagogue was staring at him with great interest.

4.21-23  JESUS SPEAKS AT NAZARETH

Jesus began to speak to them.  He said:  Today this part of the Bible that you have heard read, has come true.  What Isaiah predicted has now happened.

Everyone listened with keen attention to him.  They knew what he was talking about.  They had to admit that he had become a remarkable man and an outstanding teacher.  He was good to listen to.  He was great to listen to.  But yet they also criticised him.  As far as they were concerned, he was still just the son of Joseph the carpenter.  He was no better or greater than anyone else in the town where he had grown up.  Who does he think he is?

Then Jesus spoke to them in response to their criticism.  He said:  I have no doubt that you will criticise me.  You will say that I cannot live up to my reputation.  You think that I'm like a useless doctor who cannot make anyone better because he cannot even keep himself healthy.  You say what's the use of my doing great things for the people over at Capernaum [k’per-nee-im] if I don't do anything great over here in my home town?  Even though you know me so well, you won't believe in me unless I also make Nazareth famous by doing some great miracles here.

4.24-27  JESUS REMINDS THEM ABOUT THE PAST

Then Jesus said:  I'll tell you something that is quite true.  Wherever you go it’s always the same: no prophet is welcome or liked in his own home town.  

I can assure you that there were many widows in the time of the prophet Elijah, who lived in Israel when there was a bad drought.  There was no rain at all for three years and six months.  The whole country was short of food.  It was a terrible time for everyone.  

But during that time the prophet Elijah was not sent by God to help any of those widows living in Israel.  Instead, the only widow he was sent to was a lady who lived far away at Sarepta [s’rep-ta] near Sidon [sigh-din].  Elijah [ee-ligh-ja] was not a popular man in Israel.

I can also tell you that there were many lepers in Israel during the time of Elisha [ee-ligh-sha] the prophet, who needed God's help and healing.  But not one of them was healed.  The only person who was healed of leprosy in those days was Naaman [nay-min], the general of the Syrian army.

4.28-30  THE PEOPLE GET ANGRY WITH JESUS

When the people heard what Jesus said in the synagogue, they became furious.  

They got up and forced Jesus out.  They took him outside the town and brought him to the top of a cliff on the hillside on which their town was built.  They were going to throw him over the edge.  

But Jesus walked right through the middle of them and went away.

4.31-37  JESUS TEACHES WITH AUTHORITY

From there Jesus went down to Capernaum [k’per-nee-im], another town in Galilee.  There he was teaching the people every Sabbath day.  

The people were amazed at his teaching.  Here was a man who had not been trained to teach.  All their other teachers had proper training.  Yet this man was a far better teacher than all the others.  He knew what he was talking about.  He spoke the truth.  No one could argue with him.  He made things clear so that they could understand God and the Bible.

But, in the synagogue there was a man with a huge problem.  A demon had come into his life, and turned him into someone bad, someone horrible, a serious trouble-maker.  He shouted out loudly and aggressively:

No ways, Jesus!  What do you want with us?  Why have you come here from Nazareth?  You don't belong here!  Have you come to get rid of us?  I know: you've come to destroy us, haven't you?  I know all about you!  I know who you are.  You are the Holy One of God!  We don't have a chance!  Couldn't you just leave us alone?

When this kind of thing happens, any meeting or teaching usually breaks down and results in chaos.  That is what the demon was trying to do.  But Jesus immediately took control of the situation and warned the demon to stop shouting.  Jesus gave the order:  Demon, be quiet!  And come out of this man!  The demon out of spite flung the man down exhausted onto the floor in front of everyone.  But he came out of him, and left him unhurt.  His grip on the poor man was completely broken.  

Everyone saw this happen.  They were stunned!  People began talking to one another.  They said:  This is teaching such as we have never witnessed before!  He even has the authority and the power to give orders to rebel spirits - and they have to get out!  Wow!

As a result of what happened in this synagogue in Capernaum the news about Jesus spread everywhere in that area.

4.38-39  JESUS HEALS PETER'S MOTHER-IN-LAW

Jesus got up and left the synagogue.  From there he went to the home of Simon (who is also known as Peter.)  Simon was married, and his wife's mother was staying with them.  That day Simon's mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever and was feeling dreadful.  The family asked Jesus to take a look at her.  

Jesus stood there by her, and took charge.  He ordered the fever to stop, and it left her and went away.  Immediately the patient got up, and she felt so well straight away that she went to prepare a meal for those who were there.

4.40-41  JESUS HEALS LOTS OF PEOPLE

As the sun was setting, bringing the Sabbath day to an end, a whole lot of people came to Jesus.  They brought those who were suffering from all sorts of sicknesses.  Jesus went to each one, put his hands on them and healed them.

On top of that, demons came out of many people.  The demons shouted at Jesus.  They said:  You are the Son of God!  But Jesus warned them to keep quiet.  He would not allow them to speak because they had known before that he was Christ.

4.42-44  JESUS INSISTS ON GOING AWAY

When it became daytime Jesus left Capernaum.  He went off on his own to a quiet place where there were no people around.  But a whole crowd of people from Capernaum wanted him to stay.  They came to where he was and tried their best to keep him from leaving them.

But Jesus explained to them what he was meant to do.  He said:  I've got to go to other towns as well.  I've got to tell them the good news about God's goodness.  I have to preach to them that God has come to set up a new and exciting development in the world.  God's kingdom has now come so that all people may benefit from it.  I must go and give this information to the other people too!  That's the reason I was sent by God.  I cannot just stay here with you people.

So Jesus went off and even got involved in preaching in the synagogues of Judea.

Now you can read Luke chapter 4 in your own Bible.
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INTRODUCTION
The third gospel was written by Luke.  The first gospel is by Matthew, the second by Mark and the fourth by John.  Matthew, Mark and John were Jews.  Luke was not a Jew.  He was a Gentile.  (A Gentile was anyone who was not a Jew.)  Luke grew up in the Syrian city of Antioch [an-tee-okk], which is roughly on the border between Turkiye [tur-kee-ya, which used to be Turkey] and Syria.  Antioch is not far from the Mediterranean Sea to the west, and the great Syrian city of Aleppo to the east.  Not only was Luke himself not a Jew, but he wrote the gospel for a Roman gentleman called Theophilus [thee-o-filis].  This means that Luke is the easiest of the gospels to read for anyone who is not a Jew.

Although Luke was not a Jew, he interviewed a number of Jews who had known Jesus.  He listened very carefully to what they had to say, and then wrote down what he had learnt.  He was also a close friend of the apostle Paul, and learnt a lot about Christianity from him.  Luke is regarded as one of the best writers of history in those early times of Christianity.  Luke had trained to be a doctor, so he was a careful man and writer.

Luke is regarded by experts as the best writer in the New Testament.  He wrote in Greek and wrote very well.  Luke tells a good story.  He wrote simply and clearly, so is easy to understand.  He uses more different words to explain things than the other writers of the gospels do.  This is because he was well educated.  He also wrote more of the New Testament than any other writer.  Even though John wrote more books than Luke, Luke's two books, the Gospel and Acts, are longer than all John's writings put together.  So Luke is the main writer of the New Testament.  He also wrote more of the New Testament than the Apostle Paul.
There was a time when experts or scholars thought that Luke had made some mistakes where history in Roman times was concerned.  But over the years the scholars studied early Christian history more carefully and found, to their surprise, that what Luke had written was accurate and true after all.  Luke has become recognised as one of the best historians of those times.  He really knew his facts.  He clearly knew what he was writing about.

We do not know exactly when Luke wrote his gospel.  It seems that it may have been about 30 years after Jesus had gone back to heaven.  We know that Jerusalem was attacked and destroyed by the Romans in the year 70, about 35 years after Jesus was crucified.  The scholars think that Luke wrote his gospel and the Acts of the Apostles before that dreadful date.  

The problem in those times was that the people who had known Jesus were getting old.  So were the apostles.  When their time came to die, how would people be able to remember what Jesus had said and done?  People would start forgetting what had happened so long ago.  So lots of Christians began to write about Jesus.  This was fortunate because most of the apostles were killed.  The Christian church in the first two hundred years after Christ realised that the best accounts of the life of Jesus were written by Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  They were the most reliable and the most helpful.
If one wants to start reading the Bible, Luke is a good place to start to get a clear idea about Jesus and Christianity.

Luke is the only writer to tell us about the birth of John the Baptist, who was Jesus' cousin, and became Jesus' messenger at the beginning of Jesus' ministry.  Luke is the only one to tell us about how the angels in the sky had told the shepherds that Jesus, the Saviour, had been born in a barn in Bethlehem.  Only Luke tells us how Jesus, as a boy of twelve years old, got lost in Jerusalem and was found in the Temple, where he was learning about God and the Bible from the leading teachers stationed there.  There are also other stories about Jesus and his teachings that are to be found only in the gospel of Luke.

When Luke does write about the same things that are in Mark or Matthew or John, he tells us about these things in a slightly different way.  This helps us to understand them better.

In Chapter 3 Luke tells us how Jesus began his work for God.  The first thing he did was to get baptised by John the Baptist.  Jesus did this for a number of reasons:
- First, Jesus was baptised because he was a man.  Although he had come from heaven, Jesus was not an angel.  He was a real human being.  At the end of his chapter 3 Luke traces Jesus' family all the way back to Adam.  
In an amazing and astonishing and wonderful way
Jesus was both the Son of God who came from heaven,
and also a real man descended from David and Abraham and Adam!!!
Luke checked all this very carefully.  

- Another reason why Jesus got baptised is most unusual.  Everybody else got baptised because they wanted to become clean.  They wanted God's forgiveness.  To be baptised means to be washed clean.  Jesus did not need to get forgiveness.  He was pure, absolutely pure.  He was perfect, and perfectly clean.  He was the only pure and perfect person in the whole history of the world.  God's voice spoke from heaven and said, 
You are my Son whom I love.  With you I am well pleased.

Jesus got baptised to show us that he had met all God's high standards.

Since Jesus was now going to do God's greatest work, he got baptised so that he might receive the full power of God's Holy Spirit.  
As Jesus was praying heaven was opened
and the Holy Spirit came down on him in the shape of a dove.
All the miracles Jesus would perform were done by the power of the Holy Spirit in him.

- There was also another reason why Jesus got baptised by John the Baptist.  It was so that John the Baptist would know clearly that Jesus was the Saviour sent by God.  John was Jesus' cousin, and he knew Jesus quite well.  But he had no idea that Jesus was the Messiah.  But when God told John to baptise people, he said that if he saw the Spirit of God come down on someone he had baptised, he would know that that man was the Son of God.

When Luke found out about what had happened when Jesus was baptised, he even checked John the Baptist's background, going all the way back to his birth.  (Luke tells us about that in chapter 1.)  Luke also learnt something about Jesus' birth and boyhood from a reliable person.  Some experts think that he could have got this information from Mary herself, Jesus' mother.  (That's what chapter 2 is about.)  Luke also found out about how Jesus was tempted by the devil after he was baptised.  And that is where chapter 4 begins.
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4.1-4  THE TEMPTATION ABOUT FOOD
After Jesus was baptised 1he was full of the Holy Spirit of God.  That was how he was when he went back from the Jordan River to Galilee.  
Jesus was also led by the Spirit in the desert for 40 days.  During that time 2he was tempted by the devil.  During those days he did not eat anything, and when that time came to an end, Jesus felt hungry.
Then 3the Devil made a suggestion to him:  Since you are the Son of God, you don't have to suffer like this.  Tell this stone to become 4bread so that you've got something to eat.
But Jesus did not fall for that trick.  He answered by saying what is written in the Bible:  God says that man does not just need food in order to live.  What Jesus meant was that the most important thing in life is not food.  If we want to live a good life then the most important thing we need is to listen to God.  God comes before food.  God is what we need most.
Even the devil knows that Jesus is the Son of God.

All of us need food, and we like food, but Jesus shows us that there is something more important than anything we need or like.  What we need most is to listen to God.  What we should like most is to be loyal to God.

It is the Holy Spirit of God who helps us to push the devil out of our way, and who helps us to overcome temptation.  We get the Holy Spirit of God when we listen to God.

The devil's plan is to get us to turn away from God when we have problems or needs.  He does not want us to rely on God when we have problems.  The devil prefers us to solve our own problems.  In this way he can fill us with pride.  True worship is being proud of God, not proud of ourselves.  The right attitude to have in life is to be humble.
1he was full of the Holy Spirit:  When someone has God's Spirit it means that he will do what God wants.  He will do what is right.  When he is full of the Holy Spirit he will do exactly what God wants and have God's full support, as well as the power he needs to be able to do it.
2he was tempted by the devil:  The devil is God's enemy.  He tries to get people to disobey God.  He uses all sorts of underhand and even ugly tricks to achieve this.  His main method is to try to get people to believe lies about God.  He tries to break up any friendship that anyone has with God.

3the Devil:  Sometimes the devil is spelt with a small "d" and sometimes with a capital "D".  With a small d the emphasis is on what the devil does.  He does what is evil.  The word "devil" is "evil" with a "d" in front.  With a capital D we are reminded that the Devil is actually a person.  He is the chief enemy of God, and he really exists.
4bread:  In the Bible the word "bread" usually means "food".  People normally ate bread with all their meals.

4.5-8  THE TEMPTATION ABOUT SUCCESS

The Devil took Jesus up and away from the desert so that, for just a moment, he could relax and see all the kingdoms of the nations of the world around him.
Then the devil said to Jesus:  I shall give all this power and all their glory to you, because it is mine.  It has been given to me and I can give it to whoever I want to.  

So, if you will just 1worship me, and give me your respect and co-operation, the whole lot will be yours.  You won’t have to work for it, nor suffer.
But Jesus answered him by saying:  God has told us in the Bible that you must worship the Lord your God, and 2he is the only one you must take orders from.
What the devil says is both true AND a lie.  That is how he often works: a bit of truth to hide the lie in; deceit wrapped up in what sounds alright. 

- The devil does have a lot of control in the world, and does often have a say as to who the leaders of nations are.

- But the Devil does not really rule the world.  God does.  The Devil cannot just do whatever he wants to, but only what God allows him to do.  And in any case, the Devil was lying.  He would not keep his promise if Jesus had done what he told him to do.  On top of this, whatever power and success and glory the devil gives to people or leaders is not worth having.  It is hollow.  It does not last.  It ends in shame and disgrace because what the devil gives anyone is usually achieved by fighting and bullying, by lying and cheating, and by cruelty and unkindness.
But Jesus did not want the world and its power and its glory.  What Jesus wanted was that people would love and obey God, listen to him and please him.  Jesus wants people to honour God rather than to make success their main goal in life.  People who make success their main aim are easily tempted to cheat somewhere along the line, because the devil will tempt them to do that.  Jesus knew that there was no easy way to achieve his goal.  He would have to do things God's way, and with God's support.  He would have to resist the temptations of the devil.
From this it is obvious that the Devil wants our respect and loyalty.  But he does not deserve it.  What he is really trying to do is take respect and loyalty away from God.  But 
God does deserve our love and obedience.

1worship me:  To worship someone means to put that someone first.  Parents promised to worship and love each other when they got married.  Children ought to worship and honour their parents.  Christians are to worship and listen to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Everybody must worship and obey God.  To worship God is our first duty in life.
2he is the only one:  This means that God always comes first.  We must listen to him.  We must never give in to anyone else who tries to get us to disobey God or ignore him.
4.9-12  THE  TEMPTATION TO MISQUOTE THE BIBLE
The Devil took Jesus to Jerusalem and put him on top of the temple, at the edge where he could be clearly seen from below.  The Devil said to him:  If you are the Son of God, prove it!  Hurl yourself down off the edge.
Remember that 1the Bible says:  God will order his angels to look after you well.  
They will lift you up and carry you very carefully, and make quite sure that you do not hurt yourself in any way.
But Jesus was not interested.  He said to the devil:  2The Bible also says:  Do not mess around with the Lord your God.  Do not use God to prove what you want to prove.

The devil wants people to do stupid and even dangerous things.

These three temptations are also recorded in Matthew 4.1-11.  
- Matthew puts them in a different order:

1.  Turn a stone into bread.


2.  Jump off the temple.


3.  Bargain for the kingdoms of the world.

- Luke's order is:


1.  Turn a stone into bread.


2.  Bargain for the kingdoms of the world.


3.  Jump off the temple.

When two people write about something to different people, they will usually tell it in different ways.  The order of the temptations does not matter.  What matters is what the temptations were.
Matthew was writing his gospel for the Jews.  The Jews were interested in the coming of the Messiah.  If Jesus could jump off the temple in front of many people, and land safely because angels lifted him down, that would prove that he was the Messiah.  Then, as the Messiah, if he could rule over all the kingdoms of the world, that would be exactly what the Jews wanted.  Matthew wanted to show the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah without having to prove it, and that Jesus the Messiah was not going to set up a kingdom like the kingdoms of the world or the kingdoms of the past.
Luke was writing to a Roman called Theophilus [thee-o-fi-lis] or Theo [thee-oh], who was interested in learning about Christianity.  Luke wanted to tell him about Jesus, who is the Saviour of the whole world.  Luke first of all tells Theo, who was an important person in the Roman world, that Jesus is not interested in the temptation to take over the governments or kingdoms of the world.  Then Luke tells Theo that Jesus would also not give in to the temptation to prove to anyone that he is the Saviour of the world, by jumping off a high building.  
Instead, Luke wants Theo to learn about Jesus’ life.  He must read about how Jesus lived, what he taught, what he did, how he rose from the dead and went to heaven.  He must also read about what Jesus' apostles did and said after Jesus had gone.  Then Theo could make up his mind as to whether Jesus was the Son of God and the Saviour of the world.
1the Bible says:  When the Devil sees that Jesus always turns to the Bible for advice, the Devil then himself gives Jesus some advice from the Bible.  He quotes from Psalm 91.11-12.  This shows Theo, and us, how easy it is to misquote the Bible.  This Psalm [sarm] does NOT say that God will look after us no matter what we do.  The whole Psalm says that if we trust God, he will look after us in all sorts of wonderful ways.  This includes saving us from harming ourselves by accident.  For Jesus to jump deliberately would not be an accident.  It would be foolish and dangerous.
2The Bible also says:  Jesus answered the Devil with another quote from the Bible: Deuteronomy 6.16 [dew-t’ron-amee].  There God warns his people to obey him and not experiment with him.  They must not turn to worship other gods and then see how far they can push God or what they can get away with.
The difference between Jesus and the Devil was that Jesus was quoting the Bible the way it should be understood, whereas the devil was misquoting the Bible, making it mean something that it did not mean.  By ending with the way these two quoted the Bible, Luke wants to get Theo to see clearly that there are false ideas about Jesus as well as true beliefs about him.  Some people listen to Jesus; others listen to the devil.
4.13-15  JESUS RETURNS TO GALILEE
When the devil unsuccessfully finished every temptation, he left Jesus alone until he could get another opportunity sometime.

Jesus went back to Galilee.  He now had God's power with him, the power of the Holy Spirit.  Throughout the whole territory people were talking about him.  Jesus had become an important person and teacher in Galilee.  
He taught in their 1synagogues [sin-a’goggs] and was highly respected by everybody.
1synagogues [sin-a’goggs]:  Synagogues were where the Jews came together to worship God.  "Syn", (which is pronounced "sin") means "together".  "Synagogue" means "believers gathering together."

4.16-20  JESUS ANNOUNCES HIS WORK FOR GOD
Jesus came home to Nazareth, where he had been brought up as a boy.  It being his usual custom, he went to synagogue on 1the Sabbath.  During the service Jesus got up to read the Bible.  
The scroll of the prophet Isaiah [ai-zigh-a] was handed over to him by an assistant minister.  2Jesus unrolled the scroll and found the place where 3Isaiah had written these words:
The Spirit of the Lord is with me.  I have God's Spirit because he has appointed me to do a special work.  I am to bring hope to people in need, to people who need God's help.  God has sent me to announce that people trapped in hardship and misery can escape, and that 4those who cannot see any good or hope in life will have their eyes opened.  I am to give freedom and another chance to anyone who is burdened by guilt.

God has sent me to announce that God is going to give everyone 5a new start in life. (6)
Jesus rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the assistant minister.  Then 7he sat down to start teaching.  Everybody in the synagogue was staring at him with great interest.

1the Sabbath:  The Jews kept the Sabbath on Saturday.  Saturday was the holy day of the week for them.

2Jesus unrolled the scroll:  In those days the books of the Bible were written on long sheets that were rolled up, called scrolls.  To read a scroll one had to unroll it.  After reading it, one rolled it up again and that was how it was stored away.
3Isaiah:  The passage Jesus read from was Isaiah 61.1-2.

4those who cannot see:  What Jesus said has a double meaning.  He actually said, "God has sent me to tell blind people they can have sight again."  First of all, Jesus meant that people who cannot see that there is any hope in life will discover that Jesus can restore their hopes.  He can make life worth living for them.  Secondly, Jesus went around healing blind people.  This was a miracle that had never happened before.

5a new start in life:  One of the Jewish laws that God had given to Moses was the law of the Jubilee.  It is written in Leviticus 25.8-17 [l'vit-i’kis].  
In those days if someone got poor and could not pay his bills or debts, he would have to sell his land or his house or whatever he owned, to pay what he owed.  If things got worse, he would have to sell himself.  He would have to become a slave and work for nothing for the person he owed money to who now owned him as a slave.  
But the Law of the Jubilee said that once every 50 years everyone could get back what belonged to them, and could go free.  Every 50 years all the poor people, or anyone in any kind of trouble and need, could get another chance and start all over again.  Their debts were all to be cancelled.  All slaves were to be set free.  Whatever people had lost because of hard times, they could get back again.  This brought tremendous relief to all the people who were struggling in life.
On top of that, the Law of Jubilee ordered everyone to behave properly to the poorer people.  If they had got hold of what belonged to others, or controlled them as slaves, they were to act with honesty and decency.  They must give everything back that had belonged to the original owner.  There must be no cheating.  The richer people were to be kind and helpful to the others.  They were to encourage them and be generous and good to them.  Every 50 years was to be a time when all God's people could be free and happy.

What Jesus was now saying was that God had sent him to something even greater than what the Jubilee could do.  He has come to bring God's help and kindness and goodness and encouragement to people.  Jesus has come from God to do something even greater for people than the Jubilee was supposed to do.
(6) The exact words that Jesus said, written in Greek by Luke, were as follows:
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.

Because he anointed me to evangelize the poor, 


he has sent me to announce freedom to those captured, 


and sight to blind people, 


to set free those who have been badly treated, 


and to announce the acceptable year of the Lord.

7he sat down:  It was the custom in the synagogues for the minister or rabbi or teacher to stand up to read the Bible, and then to sit down and teach the people.

4.21-23  JESUS SPEAKS AT NAZARETH
Jesus began to speak to them.  He said:  Today this part of the Bible that you have heard read, has come true.  1What Isaiah predicted has now happened.

Everyone listened with keen attention to him.  They knew what he was talking about.  They had to admit that he had become a remarkable man and an outstanding teacher.  He was good to listen to.  He was great to listen to.  But yet they also criticised him.  As far as they were concerned, he was still just the son of Joseph the carpenter.  He was no better or greater than anyone else in the town where he had grown up.  Who does he think he is?
Then Jesus spoke to them in response to their criticism.  He said:  I have no doubt that you will criticise me.  You will say that I cannot live up to my reputation.  You think that I'm like a useless doctor who cannot make anyone better because he cannot even keep himself healthy.  You say what's the use of my doing great things for the people over at 2Capernaum [k’per-nee-im] if I don't do anything great over here in my home town?  Even though you know me so well, you won't believe in me unless I also make Nazareth famous by doing some great miracles here.
1What Isaiah predicted has now happened:  Isaiah had made this prophecy about 700 years before the time of Jesus and the people in the synagogue listening to him.
2Capernaum [k’per-nee-im]:  Capernaum means, The Town of Nahum (in Hebrew, C'fer Nahum).  Nahum is one of the books of a prophet in the Old Testament.  
Capernaum was a fishing town at the north end of the lake of Galilee.  Nazareth was some 20 miles away from Capernaum, which was a long way for people to walk.  A main road from Damascus in Syria to Jerusalem ran through Capernaum and from there through the land of Galilee.  At Capernaum the Romans had a military post.  This was because Capernaum was on the boundary between two Roman provinces.  One province was in Galilee and the other in Syria, on what are now the Golan Heights.
Capernaum was where the apostles Peter and his brother Andrew's home was.  Peter and Andrew were fishermen, and Capernaum was a fishing town.  The best fishing waters in the Sea of Galilee were in the northern area, near Capernaum.  Fish caught there was taken into the town and salted, and then taken far and wide, even to other countries, where it was sold.  

Capernaum was also where the apostle Matthew worked as a tax-collector for the Romans at their military post on the provincial boundary.  
Although Jesus grew up in Nazareth, he lived in Capernaum during the years when he did his great work.  He preached to large crowds and performed many miracles in that area.  The people of Nazareth were jealous that Jesus had moved home from Nazareth to make his home base at Capernaum.  It was easier for Jesus to travel about from there because he could also use the lake to get around to different places by boat.
4.24-27  JESUS REMINDS THEM ABOUT THE PAST
Then Jesus said:  I'll tell you something that is quite true.  Wherever you go it’s always the same: no prophet is welcome or liked in his own home town.  
I can assure you that there were many 1widows in the time of the prophet Elijah, who lived in Israel when there was a bad drought.  There was no rain at all for three years and six months.  The whole country was short of food.  It was a terrible time for everyone.  
But during that time the prophet Elijah was not sent by God to help any of those widows living in Israel.  Instead, the only widow he was sent to was a lady who lived far away at 2Sarepta [s’rep-ta] near Sidon [sigh-din].  Elijah [ee-ligh-ja] was not a popular man in Israel.
I can also tell you that there were many 3lepers in Israel during the time of Elisha [ee-ligh-sha] the prophet, who needed God's help and healing.  But not one of them was healed.  The only person who was healed of leprosy in those days was 4Naaman [nay-min],the general of the Syrian army.
1widows:  Widows were wives and mothers whose husbands had died.  In those times life was exceptionally hard for a widow and any young children she might have had.  Life was very difficult for any widow who was old.

2Sarepta near Sidon:  Far to the north of Israel, on the Mediterranean Sea coast, were the two famous sea-ports of Tyre [tigh-a] and Sidon [sigh-din] which was even further north.  Just before the city of Sidon was the unknown village of Sarepta, which is also known as Zarephath [za-re-fatt].  This whole area had originally been part of the Promised Land that God wanted the Israelites to have, but the Israelites had never been able to conquer this territory that far to the north along the coastline.  So, the people who lived there were other nations whom the Israelites called Gentiles, or non-Israelites, that is, strangers or unbelievers.  The Israelites wanted as little to do with them as possible.  So it was very embarrassing for these Jews in Nazareth to be told that their great prophet Elijah had to go all the way up north to the Gentiles to find someone to help during the drought and shortage of food.  They got really annoyed.
You can read about Elijah and the widow of Sarepta in 1 Kings 17.8-16.
3lepers in Israel:  Leprosy was a dreadful disease in those days.  It was a disease of the skin.  The skin rotted away.  This was a special problem where people's faces, hands and feet were concerned.  Those with this disease became ugly.  They could also lose the proper use of their hands and feet.
But there were two things about it that were even worse.  The disease could easily spread to other people.  So people with the disease were sent away from their family and friends and everyone else, to live horrible isolated and lonely lives.  That is why they were called lepers.  They were rejects.
Nowadays they are not called lepers.  They are just called people with leprosy.  This is because, in the goodness of God, it is now possible to treat leprosy with medicine.  Those who suffer from this disease no longer have to be sent away into isolation in order to save others from getting it.

4Naaman [nay-min] the Syrian:  You can read the interesting story about Elisha and Naaman in 2 Kings chapter 5.
Naaman lived in Syria.  He was the general in charge of the Syrian army.  Yet even he caught the disease of leprosy.  When he heard that the prophet Elisha could heal the disease by faith in God, he went all the way from Damascus, the capital of Syria, to Elisha in Israel.  Elisha told him to go to wash in the Jordan River.  At first Naaman did not want to listen to Elisha.  He wanted to be healed by a miracle, not just by washing in the Jordan.  But eventually he listened, did as he was told, and was healed.
The problem Jesus is talking about is that other lepers could have been healed if only they had listened to God's prophet.  But since they would not listen to God, they were just left to suffer.  So many people would not listen to the prophet because the king himself, and all his powerful ministers and officials, would not listen to the prophets.  When important people, and most people, will not obey God, it is hard for anyone, even if he or she needs God, to listen obediently to him.  Like Naaman, people want God's help, but don't want to do as he tells them to.  Few people listened to Elisha even though he was so obviously God's prophet.
It was clear to Jesus, by what the people of Nazareth were saying about him, that they also did not want to listen to God.  So he reminded them about Elijah and the widow of Sarepta, and about Elisha and General Naaman.  His point was that when people do not listen to those whom God sends, then they will not get the blessings that God has promised to give to his people who are faithful to him.  Jesus was warning the people of Nazareth not to be like the unbelieving Israelites in Elijah and Elisha's time.  They must understand that God does not provide proof that he is God.  He expects us to believe in him because he actually is God.  If we fail to trust God the fault lies with us, not with God.
4.28-30  THE PEOPLE GET ANGRY WITH JESUS
When the people heard what Jesus said in the synagogue, they became furious.  
They got up and forced Jesus out.  They took him outside the town and brought him to the top of a cliff on 1the hillside on which their town was built.  They were going to throw him over the edge.  
But 2Jesus walked right through the middle of them and went away.
1the hillside on which their town was built:  That part of Galilee has a lot of mountains.  In the south the mountains come to an end by forming a ridge that slopes down into a large valley.  That valley is between Nazareth in the north and Mount Carmel in the south.  Nazareth is built high up in a hollow in that ridge.  The hollow is surrounded by mountain on three sides.
2Jesus walked right through the middle of them:  We do not know how Jesus did this.  We don't know how Jesus did any of his amazing miracles.  What we can guess is that when people suddenly get cross and form an angry crowd, they do not plan things well or do things properly.  There could easily have been some confusion and misunderstanding among them near the top of the cliff.  We also know that Jesus was not scared of them.  And we know that God was with him.  The point is that he was able just to walk away.  In one way it was not really a miracle, but in another way it was God who got him out of that trouble.  God uses small miracles as well as great and impossible ones.  Jesus’ escape was a miracle, a miracle of a different kind from the marvellous miracles that he is famous for.  It was the sort of miracle that God often uses for us: things just somehow work out right, when they could have gone horribly wrong.
4.31-37  JESUS TEACHES WITH AUTHORITY
From there Jesus went down to Capernaum [k’per-nee-im], another town in Galilee.  There he was teaching the people every Sabbath day.  
The people were amazed at his teaching.  Here was a man who had not been trained to teach.  All their other teachers had proper training.  Yet this man was 1a far better teacher than all the others.  He knew what he was talking about.  He spoke the truth.  No one could argue with him.  He made things clear so that they could understand God and the Bible.
But, in the synagogue there was a man with a huge problem.  2A demon had come into his life, and turned him into someone bad, someone horrible, a serious trouble-maker.  He shouted out loudly and aggressively:
No ways, Jesus!  What do you want with us?  Why have you come here from Nazareth?  You don't belong here!  Have you come to get rid of us?  I know: you've come to destroy us, haven't you?  I know all about you!  I know who you are.  You are 3the Holy One of God!  We don't have a chance!  Couldn't you just leave us alone?
When this kind of thing happens, any meeting or teaching usually breaks down and results in chaos.  That is what the demon was trying to do.  But Jesus immediately took control of the situation and warned the demon to stop shouting.  Jesus gave the order:  Demon, be quiet!  And come out of this man!  The demon out of spite 4flung the man down exhausted onto the floor in front of everyone.  But he came out of him, 4and left him unhurt.  His grip on the poor man was completely broken.  
Everyone saw this happen.  They were stunned!  People began talking to one another.  They said:  This is teaching such as we have never witnessed before!  He even has the authority and the power to give orders to rebel spirits - and they have to get out!  Wow!

As a result of what happened in this synagogue in Capernaum the news about Jesus spread everywhere in that area.

1a far better teacher than all the others:  It is not easy to teach people about God and the Bible.  People train for years to be able to do that.  But even that training is not enough.  Those who teach have to go on and on learning as they get older.  They have two main problems:
The first is that there are many things about God, or about the Bible, that even the experts do not really understand.  

The second problem is that when people do not properly understand something they start to guess what things or problems could mean.  One guesses one thing; another guesses differently.  They come to different opinions.  They argue with one another about what may be true.
When that happens, the teachers, known as rabbis [ra-bighs],usually read up what the great experts of the past thought.  They then base their teaching on what those former master-teachers taught.  This presents problems for both the teachers and those listening to them and learning from them.  The master-teachers of the past, the famous rabbis in history, were also guessing, and were also disagreeing with one another.  Sometimes they would come up with ideas or theories that were so clever that ordinary people could not ever understand what they were getting at.  The longer their teachers studied these problems, the more complicated their teaching was often likely to become.  People tried to learn what they could from their teachers, but they had to sort out what made sense and just ignore what did not.  Often they would leave a synagogue session with a blank in their minds, or would start arguing about what the teacher or rabbi had been saying.  Most often the people would get only small scraps of information about God or the Bible that would comfort their soul or inspire their spirit.
But when Jesus began to teach, it was utterly different.  Here was a rabbi who understood God and who could help the people to understand the Bible.  Here was a man they could respect.  He came not to show off his training or knowledge but to get people to listen to God.  He did not guess and he did not argue.  He preached the truth.  He cleared up misunderstandings about the Bible.  He showed them God's way.
2A demon:  It is difficult for ordinary people to understand what a demon is.  There are four basic levels of life.  The lowest is animal life.  Then, there is human life.  Above that is angel life.  The highest is God who is the source of all life.
Somewhere in the past something went wrong with even angel-life.  Certain angels in heaven rebelled against God and his Son.  Their leader was Satan, the devil.  They were all defeated by the Son of God in a great war.  The defeated rebel angels, called demons, were put in jail to wait for Judgement Day when they will be judged, condemned and punished.

In the meantime, the imprisoned demons try their best, by any means, to cause trouble and harm in our world.  In some cases, in ways we do not understand, they have been able to get into some people's lives.  They either cause that person horrible suffering, or they take over that person's life and use it to cause others a lot of ugly trouble.  The big problem is that the demons are spirits.  That means one cannot lock them out or hide away from them.  It means one cannot use medicines to cure them.  The demons caused all sorts of illnesses and suffering to people.  Because demons are so bad one cannot reason with them.  When authorities tried to deal with the problem by clamping down on the person who is in the grip of a demon, the demon would usually outwit or outfight the authorities.  There was simply no answer for this kind of curse.  Where someone was demon-possessed, people just had to find a way to live with this nasty, badly behaved, sick, suffering and scary individual.  
What is surprising is that the demon possessed man was allowed by the demon to come to church!  And no one could stop him.  He would cause the congregation a lot of trouble.  Even the rabbi was helpless.
3the Holy One of God:  "The Holy One" is the exact opposite of the devil and the demons.  "Holy" has a lot of wonderful meanings.  It means Different, Special, Pure, Good, Perfect, Lovely, Brilliant, Glorious.  It means that someone, or something, is closely linked with God.

4flung the man down exhausted 4and left him unhurt:  Luke here uses two Greek words, "flung-down-exhausted" and "unhurt" that doctors would have used.  This is one of the ways that we know that Luke was a doctor.
4.38-39  JESUS HEALS PETER'S MOTHER-IN-LAW

Jesus got up and left the synagogue.  From there he went to the home of Simon (who is also known as Peter.)  1Simon was married, and his wife's mother was staying with them.  That day Simon's mother-in-law was suffering from 2a high fever and was feeling dreadful.  The family asked Jesus to take a look at her.  
Jesus stood there by her, and took charge.  He ordered the fever to stop, and it left her and went away.  Immediately the patient got up, and 3she felt so well straight away that she went to prepare a meal for those who were there.

1Simon was married:  There is nothing in the Bible about Simon's wife.  But the history books mention that she was a believer like Peter, her husband, and that she did a lot of good work for God among the women.

2a high fever:  Luke uses a Greek word to describe the fever: he says it was a "high" fever or a "great" fever.  It is clear to experts that Luke must have been a doctor to use this word.  Simon's mother-in-law was a very sick woman.
3she felt so well straight away:  Fevers can normally break suddenly.  But after a high temperature, a person is left feeling weak.  It usually takes some time for that person to get her or his strength back again.  Luke, being a doctor, noticed that Simon's mother-in-law instantly got her strength back and wanted to prepare a meal, instead of remaining an invalid until she fully recovered her fitness.  Instead of needing to take things easy for a while, and needing to be cared for, she wanted to get up and go to look after the others.  Doctor Luke was impressed to learn that it had happened like that!

4.40-41  JESUS HEALS LOTS OF PEOPLE

As 1the sun was setting, bringing the Sabbath day to an end, a whole lot of people came to Jesus.  They brought those who were suffering from all sorts of sicknesses.  Jesus went to each one, put his hands on them and healed them.
On top of that, 2demons came out of many people.  The demons shouted at Jesus.  They said:  You are 3the Son of God!  But Jesus warned them to keep quiet.  4He would not allow them to speak because they had known before that he was Christ.

1the sun was setting, bringing the Sabbath day to an end:  The Jews kept Israeli time, not Roman time.  For the Romans the day began immediately after midnight and ended the next day at midnight.  For the Jews it began at sunset and ended the next day at sunset.
The fourth commandment that God has given us is this: 
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.
On that day you must not work, 
nor must you cause anyone else to work.
That was why the people waited until sunset for the Sabbath to end, and then brought their sick people to Jesus as if he were a doctor.  Healing so many people with so many big problems was heavy work for Jesus and it was hard work for many of those who brought the sick to him.  In his work Jesus kept God's commands and got people to keep them too.  Jesus also worked according to the customs and traditions of the Jewish people since he was also a Jew and he worked mainly with Jewish people.
But Luke and the other writers of the gospels tell us something else about Jesus and the Sabbath that is also important.  Although Jesus did not work on the Sabbath, he did help the odd person on the Sabbath.  In this case when Jesus went to Simon's home for lunch and found Simon's mother-in-law so ill, the first thing he did was to heal her.

This means that while the Sabbath is meant by God to stop us working, it does not mean that we cannot do something good for God or for people.  We are to rest on the Sabbath day, but we can also help people whom we may meet or hear about.  The Sabbath Day is meant for our own good, and for the good of others.
2demons:  Doctor Luke makes it clear that people who were sick and people who were possessed by demons had two different kinds of problems.  What is often confusing is that when demons entered into people, they often made them very sick.  They usually made people suffer severely in some way.
Demons seem to have been a big problem in the time of Jesus.  In other parts of the Bible, they are seldom mentioned.  This applies to both the Old Testament and the New Testament.  Jesus had a hard time.  He was attacked and criticised by demons, by the church leaders and by many people throughout his ministry.  He was opposed much of the time even though he performed such amazing miracles that were obviously of God.  Demons caused the people Jesus worked with a lot of fear.  You could get to know what it was like for Jesus when you try to help people but others cause you trouble.  Or they cause the people you are trying to help, more trouble.
The demons tell us two things about Jesus:  
First, they knew who Jesus was.  Long ago they used to be angels in heaven where Jesus was the King.  But they had rebelled against him under the leadership of the devil who was originally an archangel.  So, while the people did not know who Jesus really was, the demons did.  This one shouted at him:  
You are the Son of God!
Here we have something very strange:  The Bible is quoting what a demon said.  The reason for this is that what the demon said was true!  Truth is what matters, no matter who said it.
Secondly, Jesus always had full control over the demons.  He never gave in to any of them.  They all gave in to him every time.  That shows that what they said about him was true.  He was indeed the Son of God, and he was filled with the power of the Holy Spirit of God.
3the Son of God:  Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  This truth is the heart of Christianity.  This is what Christianity is truly and really about.  
The Son of God is like God in every way.  He is as good as God.  He is as great as God.  He is the same as God.  He too is God.  He is also God, as well as God the Father and the Holy Spirit of God.  This is something too wonderful and too complicated for any human being to understand.  All we can do is listen to what the Bible says, and believe what it tells us.  Unfortunately, most people refuse to believe what they cannot understand.
Jesus came from God to show us what God is like, and to show us the way to God.  He came to show us what is true and right.  He came to wipe out sin, to conquer death, and to destroy the devil.  He came to make us better people and give us God's Spirit.  He gives us hope of everlasting life and gets us to heaven.
He is the person that God is going to give the whole world to.  When that time comes, he will get rid of all wicked people from the whole of history.  He will then rule over heaven and earth forever, with all God's people who have ever lived since the world began.
Here even the demon admits that 
Jesus is the Son of God.

4He would not allow them to speak:  Although the demons that Jesus dealt with knew that he was the Son of God, they had rebelled against him.  They were his enemies.  They feared him but they did not respect or like him.  They did not want anything to do with him.
4.42-44  JESUS INSISTS ON GOING AWAY
When it became daytime Jesus left Capernaum.  He went off on his own to a quiet place where there were no people around.  But a whole crowd of people from Capernaum wanted him to stay.  They came to where he was and tried their best to keep him from leaving them.
But Jesus explained to them what he was meant to do.  He said:  I've got to go to other towns as well.  I've got to tell them the good news about God's goodness.  I have to preach to them that God has come to set up a new and exciting development in the world.  1God's kingdom has now come so that all people may benefit from it.  I must go and give this information to the other people too!  That's the reason I was sent by God.  I cannot just stay here with you people.
So Jesus went off and even got involved in preaching in the synagogues of 2Judea.

1God's kingdom:  God's Kingdom is what the Jews longed for.  The people of Israel had once been a great nation.  That was when King David and his son King Solomon had ruled over them.  After these two great and godly kings, the Israelite kingdom began to decline and go to pieces.  First, the ten tribes of Israel broke away from the leading tribe of Judah.  Then the nation of Israel in the north was conquered and destroyed by the Assyrians who took the Israelites as prisoners and scattered them in other foreign countries.  The kingdom of Israel came to an end.  Where the Israelites had lived, the Assyrians brought in their place the Samaritan [s'mar-a’tin] peoples and settled them there.  The Samaritans never got on with the Jews who lived to the south of them and in Galilee to the north of them.  Samaritans and Jews were always arguing about religion and were either rude to one another or wanted nothing to do with one another.
Then the kingdom of Judah was also conquered over 100 years later by the Babylonians under their King Nebuchadnezzar.  Most of the Judah-ites, or Jews, went into exile in Babylon, as slaves.  They were there for 70 years until the Persians conquered the Babylonians.  The Persian king allowed the Jews to go back to Judah, which was then called Judea [joo-dee-a] (sometimes spelt, Judaea [joo-dee-a] OR joo-day-a.] )  The problem with coming back to Judea was that the Temple of Solomon and the walls of Jerusalem had been destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian soldiers.  The Jews has a hard time getting re-established in Judea, as you can read about in the books Ezra and Nehemiah.  

Once the Jews were settled back in their homeland, the Greeks under Alexander the Great conquered the Persians and Judea.  The huge problem that the Greeks brought to the Jews was that they had beliefs that were utterly different from those of the Jews.  But the Greek civilization was the most advanced civilization in the world in those times.  
So the Greeks were determined to force their civilization on everyone else, and the Jews were determined to uphold their religion and traditions that went all the way back to David and Moses and Abraham.  The struggle was between the Greek civilization and the Jewish religion.  And the Greeks ruled over the Jews.  The Jews rebelled under the exceptional leadership of the Maccabees family [mac-k’bees], but the Greeks defeated the Maccabees, and the Jews suffered in the wars and especially by having their religion discouraged, trampled on and insulted.
Then the Romans conquered the Greeks and also the Jews.  The Romans were hard and cruel.  Their soldiers dominated the people and forced them to pay heavy taxes.  The Romans also chose who the Jewish leaders would be.  This caused politics to corrupt the Jewish leadership.  That in turn encouraged hypocrisy among the more religious Jews.
Another problem was that from the time the Greeks conquered the Jews and set about undermining and trying to destroy their religion, the Jews had had no more prophets.  The last prophet they had was the prophet Malachi [mal-a’kigh OR mal-a’chee, ch as in loch].  Malachi is the last book in the Old Testament.  So, for 400 years the Jews lacked the outstanding religious leadership that they had always had since the time of Moses.  Therefore, the Jews were desperate for the Messiah to come, the Messiah that the prophets had promised that God would send.  Their promise or prophecy was that the Messiah would bring the Kingdom of God to the Jews.  So they had therefore hoped that the Maccabees were the Messiah, but the Maccabees had failed to free the Jews from being ruled by the hated Greeks.  And no one had been able to free them from the hated Romans.  All the Jews could do was long for the coming of the Kingdom of God.  They hoped for it, longed for it, cried for it, prayed for it, and were even prepared to fight and die for it.  But nothing worked for them.
Now Jesus arrived with the same powers and messages that the great prophets of the past had had when God had sent them to his people.  In fact, Jesus did even greater things than the prophets in the Bible.  Jesus seemed to be a greater leader than King David had been.  Many Jews now hoped desperately that Jesus would bring them real freedom and hope.

But Jesus' preaching was quite different from the propaganda of the Maccabees.  He did not tell people that God was going to remove the iron grip that the Romans had over the Jews.  If anything, that grip was going to get worse.  But what Jesus had come to do was to bring God into people's lives.  Once we have God we have a better kind of freedom in our soul.  With God in our lives, we are no longer in the miserable grip of our own foolishness and weakness and worries.  By believing in God, we have a greater hope than anything we could wish for in this world and in this life.
God's Kingdom means that we belong to God by trusting him.  As we believe in Jesus, God rules our lives by showing us what is true and right and good.  God's Kingdom means that we are going to end up in heaven.  This great hope that we have is thanks to God's Son, the King Jesus who is now the Ruler of God's Kingdom.

2Judea:  Different versions of the Bible translate this word in different ways.  Luke said, "Judea".  Some translate this as "Galilee", and others as "the Jews."
In Palestine, in those days, the Jews lived in Judea in the south, the Jews together with Gentiles lived in Galilee in the north, and between them lived the Samaritans.  The Jews would have nothing to do with the Samaritans.  They were regarded as heretics or unbelievers, even though they believed in Moses, as the Jews did.  But the Samaritans did not believe in the prophets.  The Jews in Judea regarded the Jews in Galilee as inferior because they mixed with Gentiles who did not believe in the Jewish religion.  To the Jews in Judea the Jews in Galilee were impure and second-rate.  This meant that the Judean Jews had no respect for the Galilean Jews and disliked them.  The Judean Jews lived in or near Jerusalem, where God's Temple was, and this made them feel superior to the Jews far away in the north.  This, of course, caused the Jews in Galilee to be resentful towards the Jews in Judea.
What Luke is now telling us is that Jesus decided to leave his home town of Nazareth and go to preach in other towns.  These were not just the towns of Galilee but included even towns in Judea.  By touring Judea as well as Galilee Jesus was becoming unpopular with many people.  Galileans did not like Jesus leaving them to go to Judea, and the religious leaders in Jerusalem did not like this Galilean teacher poaching on the territory where they worked.  Whatever Jesus did for God there were Jews who criticised his work and people who misunderstood what he was doing.
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