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1 PETER
CHAPTERS 4 & 5

Chapter 4
4.1-6  SUFFERING WITH CHRIST 

Christ suffered.  He lived a real human life and suffered heartache and pain.  Therefore, you should also learn how to be willing to suffer, and train yourselves to be prepared to suffer heartache and pain.  It is through having suffered that one has stopped sinning.  Suffering helps us to give up sinning.  As followers of Christ, we prefer to suffer rather than to sin.

You should no longer simply live for what people usually want or crave.  Stop doing just what you feel like doing.  Instead, while you have got a body and live on earth, you ought to live the rest of your lives by doing the will of God.  Live the way God wants you to live, instead of giving in to your feelings.

No, the time for doing what’s wrong has gone on for long enough.  You cannot carry on living the way the crowd wants to behave.  They want to be naughty.  They like to be rude and do what is not decent.  They get up to all sorts of ugly and shameful and disgusting behaviour: they long to have free sex and get drunk and go wild at parties.  They love to drink themselves silly so that they can behave in irresponsible ways.  Instead of respecting God they care only about themselves and drink and sex.  That is idolatry!  It’s a false way of living, living without principles and standards, living just to enjoy oneself.

People like that get upset if you are not keen to plunge into their foolishness with them.  They resent it if you don’t want to be as reckless and daring as they are in their bad behaviour.  They cannot understand you and they become unpleasant and insulting.  

Well, they will have to give that all up and then give account to God for what they have done.  God is getting ready to judge us all, whether we are living or whether we are dead.  No one can escape God’s judgement that is coming.

That’s why the good news was preached also to those people who are dead.  It was done so that although they might be condemned because of their wrong behaviour while they were human beings with faults, yet they might live God’s way as a spirit.

4.7-11  HOW TO LIVE PROPERLY AS A CHRISTIAN

But, the end of the whole of this life is near.  That is why you people must now get a grip on yourselves.  Be sensible and self-controlled.  Stay calm and thoughtful, so that you can pray to God.  You need him...

Above all else make sure that you make special efforts to have love for people.  This is because where you love others, God is more willing to forgive them their many faults and errors and foolishness.  Love buries lots of sins.  If you can put up with them, God is also prepared to do that.

You should be friendly and generous toward one another.  Do it willingly and cheerfully, without complaining about it.

Each one of you has received some or other gift from God.  It is to be used for the benefit of all of you.  So use it for the others.  You are all responsible to God for those different gifts that he has been so good to give to you who believe.

If you can speak, then say something for God.  If you can be useful, use the ability and strength God has supplied you with.  Do this so that as much as possible God gets respected and honoured.  Do it as a Christian so that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  God deserves honour and supreme authority forever and ever.  

4.12-16  HOW TO SUFFER AS A CHRISTIAN

Dear friends, don’t be disturbed or shocked should severe or painful trouble come to you because of your faith.  It happens in order to show what kind of Christian you are.  Can you take it?  Can you keep faith with God?  Don’t think that this has never happened to anyone else before.  Don’t despair.  Don’t get depressed.  Don’t give up!  DO...NOT...GIVE...UP!
What it really means is that you are a partner of Christ, sharing in his sufferings.  This should cheer you up and strengthen you to be able to cope with your problems.  You are sharing Christ’s sufferings so that when Christ appears from heaven in glory, you may celebrate this with great excitement.  It will make all your suffering with him, and for him, well worthwhile.

If you people are insulted because you believe in Christ, you are blessed.  You are most fortunate.  You are to be congratulated!  For what is inspiring you is an excellent and honourable spirit.  It is the Spirit of God!  

But if any of you suffer it must be for a good reason.  You must never suffer just because you have hurt someone or stolen something or caused trouble, nor because you poke your nose in other people’s business.  Christians should never suffer for behaving badly.

But if anyone suffers as a Christian, he must not feel bad about it.  Never be ashamed of that!  Rather, stand up for God as a Christian.  Be proud of him.  Let your Christian faith bring honour to God.

4.17-19  BE PREPARED TO BE JUDGED

We must respect God because it’s time for judgement to begin.  And judgement begins with God’s people, his own family.  And if God’s judgement begins with us, what is the final result going to be for people who refused to obey the good news that God has given us?

Even a good and righteous person will not find it easy to get through God’s judgement successfully.  If that’s the case, what is it going to be like for someone who is godless and sinful to come before God?  Where is he going to end up?

So then, those suffering because it is God’s will must commit their souls to One who is a faithful Creator for protection and safety.  The way to do this is by doing whatever good they can.

Chapter 5

5.1-5  HOW TO LOOK AFTER GOD’S PEOPLE

Because we are all going to suffer and also be judged, I want to make a special appeal to those in your churches who are elders.  I am also an elder like you, and have been a reliable witness of Christ’s suffering.  I have even taken part in Christ’s magnificent glory that is going to come in a way that everyone can see it.

Look after the group of believers that you are in charge of, that belong to God.  Don’t feel that you are in any way forced to care for them, but rather do it because you want to.  Do it for God.  Don’t do it for the money or the pay.  Look after God’s people just because you are willing and keen to do it for the Lord.

Do not see yourselves as the boss of the believers who have been given to you for you to take care of them.  Instead, lead them by example.  Show the whole group how to live a Christian life by the way you yourselves live.

We are just waiting for the time when the Chief Shepherd, the real Boss, comes back and the whole world gets to see him and know him.  That’s when you will get the tremendous reward that God has promised.  You will have, forever and ever, a gold medal that you can always be truly proud of.

In the same sort of way those men who are younger should look up to those who are senior.  They should be willing to listen to them and accept their authority.  In fact, everyone should become humble and treat one another with respect.  Serve one another.  Make sure that you do this because, as it says in the book of Proverbs: 

God fights a war against those who are arrogant, 

who think too highly of themselves, 

and who regard others with disrespect or contempt.

but he shows favour and kindness to those who are humble.  

He gives them his support.  proverbs 3

5.6-7  HUMBLE YOURSELF AND TRUST GOD

So then, humble yourselves.  Become someone who serves the good interests of others.  Put yourselves under God’s authority, and rely on him to provide the means of help for you to be useful and to do what is worthwhile.  God has powerful and excellent means by which to support you and your efforts.  He is in perfect control of everything, and he decides whatever happens.  Do things his way and he will lift you up to succeed with dignity and honour.  God has a definite time in the future when he will do this for you.

If you become humble then the thing to do with everything that troubles you is to give all of it up to God.  This is because God is interested in your problems.  He is concerned about all of them.  He cares all about every one of them.  They are so important to him because he cares for you.

5.8-9  DO NOT GIVE IN TO THE DEVIL

When you have troubles, stay calm.  Don’t get confused.  Don’t panic!  Just be careful, wide awake and careful.  When trouble comes it is because your enemy the devil is at work.  He wants to criticise you, and get you to do what’s wrong.  He is nasty.  He pretends that he is powerful.  He wants to frighten you, as if he is a great big dangerous lion.  He likes to roar to scare or intimidate you.  He is always sniffing around looking for opportunities to break you down and swallow you up.  

Don’t be afraid.  Just stand up to him!  Don’t give in to him.  Be firm and strong in what you believe.  Keep up your confidence in God.  You can also see the same sort of suffering forced on those who belong to your Christian family.  You are not the only ones that the devil is attacking.  Don’t give in to him.  Stay true to the Christian faith.

5.10-11  GOD WILL GET US RIGHT

But we have a wonderful God.  God is good, lovely and kind.  He has invited and selected us to join him in his eternal glory.  We shall be there with Christ forever.  But before that, for a little while, we shall suffer.  We shall not suffer much.  But, after we have suffered, God will get all things properly right.  He will get us right.  He will make us better people.  We shall be what we ought to be.  He will strengthen our soul and character.  We shall be stable and reliable.  We shall be able to face life and get the best out of it.

God has the power and authority to do all this for us, fortunately.  We praise him for that.  We know for sure that he will do this for us.  Amen!

5.12-14  PETER SENDS GREETINGS TO HIS FRIENDS

I have used my reliable and dependable friend and fellow-believer Silas to write this to you.  In my opinion he is trustworthy and honourable.  This is a short letter to encourage and strengthen you.  I can guarantee, from my experience, that what I have written is the truth.  It is about the genuine goodness and kindness of God.  That’s what you have got and can live by.  

The church in Rome that God has chosen sends you greetings and love, and so does Mark, my son.

Greet one another with love.  Peace to you all who believe in Christ:  

Now you can read 1 Peter chapters 4-5 in your own Bible.

You may even be able to read other parts of the book of 1 Peter.
An INTRODUCTION for Beginners

1 PETER
Chapters 4-5

INTRODUCTION
PETER MEETS JESUS
Apart from Jesus, Peter and Paul and John are the three most important people in the New Testament.  Peter was the first disciple that Jesus chose, out of the twelve that he selected and trained to become apostles.  The leader of this privileged group was undoubtedly Peter.  Peter also became the leader of the Christian church after Jesus had gone back to heaven.  Peter even ended up as the head of the church in the capital city of Rome, when it ruled much of the world.  To crown it all, he died as a martyr for the Christian Faith.  
But the greatest thing of all that he did was to write two books in the New Testament:  

1 and 2 Peter.
All that he became, and all that he did, was because he had met Jesus.  It happened this way:  Peter’s brother was Andrew.  Andrew was a follower of John the Baptist.  When John the Baptist told Andrew that Jesus was the Messiah that God had promised the Jews in the Bible, Andrew visited Jesus.  As a result of that visit, he was convinced that Jesus was indeed the promised Messiah.  So Andrew told Peter about Jesus, and invited him to meet Jesus.  
In those days Peter’s Hebrew name was Simon.  The name Simon in Hebrew meant someone who listens, that is, who listens to God.  When Simon met Jesus, Jesus looked at him carefully.  Then he said:  I am changing your name to Peter.  In Hebrew Peter meant a rock.  That meant that Jesus had decided that Peter was someone who could be relied on.  So Peter’s Hebrew name of Rock became his Greek name, Peter.  He was always known as Peter (the Rock) after that.  Sometimes he was called Simon Peter: someone who listened to God and had become a steady leader that Jesus could rely on.
Later on Jesus was standing at the edge of the lake of Galilee, teaching people them about God.  The people got very interested in what he was saying, and began to crowd around him, making it difficult for him to go on speaking.  Jesus saw two empty boats pulled up on the sand.  The fishermen were busy repairing their nets.  Jesus got into one of the boats, the one that belonged to Simon.  He asked Simon to push the boat out onto the water, so that he could carry on talking to the crowd without being crowded by them.  Jesus then sat down in the boat on the water and continued teaching the people.  When he had finished, he told Simon to take the boat out into the deeper water and then let down his nets to catch fish.  This was Jesus’ way of saying thank you for borrowing Simon’s boat.
But Simon got irritated.  He was frustrated.  They had fished all night, and caught nothing at all.  Simon respected Jesus as a teacher, but fishing was another matter.  Simon did not feel like being told how to do his business.  He was tired and disappointed.  However, he did not want to argue with Jesus after listening to his teaching, so he agreed - he reluctantly agreed to do what Jesus told him to do.  When he let his nets down into the water he was sulking somewhat.  
But to his utter amazement, the nets quickly filled with fish.  The catch was so heavy as they tried to haul it up into the boat that the nets started to tear, the nets that had just been repaired.  The men waved at the other boat at the shore, which belonged to James and John, to come and help them.  They joined in pulling up the huge amount of fish.  The catch was so big that both boats were filled with fish, and were in danger of sinking because that huge amount of fish was so heavy.  All the men in the two fishing boats were utterly amazed.  It was the biggest catch they had ever seen.
When Simon Peter saw all this, he turned to Jesus and apologised.  Peter went down on his knees and said: I have behaved badly.  I am a bad man, Lord.  Please don’t have anything more to do with me!  
But Jesus said to him:  Simon, please don’t feel bad about this.  From now on I want you to join me in another kind of fishing.  Come and help me work with people instead of with fish.  
Simon Peter and Andrew, together with James and John, left their life of fishing in order to follow Jesus and work for him.
WHAT PETER WAS LIKE

Simon Peter was a fisherman.  Originally, he came from the town of Bethsaida [beth-saai-da], on the northern coast of the Lake of Galilee.  Beth-Saida means Home (beth) of Fishing.  Simon and his brother Andrew left Bethsaida and crossed the upper Jordan River where it ran into Lake Galilee.  They went to live in Capernaum [ka-per-nee-im].  Caper-Naum means the Village of Nahum [nay-hoom].  (Nahum was a prophet in the Old Testament, one of the twelve so-called Minor Prophets.)  Capernaum was also a fishing village on the shore of the lake.  Because Peter and Andrew lived at Capernaum and fished from there, Jesus would make his home there.  He left Nazareth [na-z’rith] where he grew up, to work from Capernaum.
Fishing was tough work.  It was really hard work.  Fishermen were hardy people, out on the water in open boats.  They fished in the heat of the sun in summer, and in the cold and wet of the rain and the winter.  They often fished right through the night.  Working with nets was heavy work.  There were times when they would work for long hours but catch nothing.  They were used to tiredness and disappointments; it was all part of the job.  They were ordinary, down-to-earth people, working long, hard hours to make a living for their families, and to supply fish for their communities.  Those who did their work properly, like Peter and Andrew, and James and John, were generally respected.  They were good, tough men.
Peter was a religious Jew.  He lived a simple life, but had a deep faith in God.  He kept God’s laws.  He also lived by the culture and rules that made the Jews special people in those times.  His father’s name was John, and if he lived up to his name, it would have meant that he was a kind man, a gentleman.  John, in Hebrew, means kindness. John’s gospel, in the first chapter, tells us that Jesus regarded Peter as a gentleman when he first met him.
Peter was married.  In later years when he travelled around in other countries as a Christian minister for Jesus, his wife went with him.  However, we do not know anything about his children - if he had any.  
Peter was a Jew living in the province of Galilee.  The country of Galilee was different from the country of Judea to the south.  The Jews of Judea did not mix with the rest of the world, that is, with all the other nations known as Gentiles.  Their religion was strict.  They kept to themselves and they carefully kept the laws of Moses.  A Jew was a Jew, and that was both his religion and his culture.  
Galilee was different.  Lots of Gentiles lived in Galilee.  Jews had to do business with them and mix with them.  To the pure Jews of Judea, the Jews of Galilee were second-class Jews.  So right from the beginning Peter was someone who lived with people who were different from him in religion and culture.  There were Romans working in Capernaum, which was a border post between two provinces.  The apostle Matthew, though a Jew, was a tax-collector stationed at Capernaum.  He worked for the Roman government.
So, Peter was useful to Jesus in two ways:  He was a truly religious Jew who had grown up with people who were not Jews, and he was a tough, steady and brave man.  That is what Jesus needed for his work.  The work Jesus came to do would be especially difficult because there would be a lot of opposition from a lot of people, and particularly important people.  Jesus selected Peter as the right sort of man for that kind of problem and challenge.
PETER’S BELIEFS

Peter was rather special to Jesus.  He and his brother Andrew were Jesus’ first two disciples.  Peter was also the first of the eleven disciples that Jesus met on the day that he rose from the dead.  Peter was with Jesus from the time Jesus got baptised by John the Baptist until Jesus went up to heaven.  Both were an amazing miracle, and Peter witnessed them.  
Andrew had been a disciple of John the Baptist.  John told his disciples that Jesus was the Messiah.  He was the person God had promised in the Old Testament who would get the Jews to heaven.  Andrew therefore took Peter to meet Jesus, and Peter became a believer in Jesus as the Messiah from that day.  That is why Jesus chose Peter to work for him.
The gospels and the book of the Acts of the Apostles give us some interesting and amazing insights into how great Peter’s faith was in Jesus, his Lord and Master.
On one occasion Jesus had been teaching a lot of people for several days.  They were out in the country.  There was nowhere for the crowd to get any food.  But there was a boy who had some lunch, and Jesus used it to feed the whole crowd.  His disciples handed the bread and fish out to all the people.  It must have been a marvellous experience for Peter and the disciples.  (And what about the mother of the boy who made sure he had his lunch!)
After that the disciples had to row back in a boat to the other side of the lake.  They ran into trouble.  First, Jesus had not turned up to join them.  He had gone up the hill to pray, alone.  Secondly, a powerful wind was blowing against them.  The sea had become rough.  That made rowing very difficult and tiring.  Thirdly, it was getting dark when they set off.  They had to row right through the whole night.  After struggling for about five kilometres, when they were about two thirds of the way across the lake, they got the shock of their lives.  Just before dawn they saw what looked like a man coming toward them, walking across the sea.  Of course, they thought it was a ghost, and they panicked.  But it was Jesus, and he told them not be scared. 
Then Peter did an incredible thing.  He said to Jesus:  Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you on the water.  Jesus said, Come! So Peter got out of the boat, watched with utter amazement by the others.  He walked across the waves to Jesus.  This is something no other human being has ever done.  It took tremendous faith and extraordinary courage to do what he did.  Courage is a very clear sign that one has a true and real belief in God.  

To begin with it went well.  But when Peter looked away from Jesus at the heaving and tossing waves in the strong wind, he lost his nerve and began to sink.  But Jesus pulled him up, and they got into the boat.  Peter was wet; Jesus was dry.  The disciples then worshiped Jesus for what they had just seen.  They realised that he is the Son of God.
The crowd that Jesus had fed walked around the lake to find Jesus on the other side.  They couldn’t understand how he had got there because they had seen that he had not got into the boat with his disciples.  The crowd wanted to talk to him.  
Jesus tried to convince them that there is something more important in life than food.  What you eat to keep you going does not last long.  You have to go on and on getting food in order to stay alive.  But what’s more important than food is eternal life.  And, said Jesus, 
to get eternal life you need me.  
If you take me into your lives, you will live forever.
At that they began to argue with Jesus.  To them Moses was more important than Jesus.  They had grown up to respect Moses, and had studied his laws in order to keep them.  Moses was their hero.  So their arguing with Jesus went on and on.  Jesus could not get anywhere with them.  Many, who were listening to Jesus, just gave up on him.  They had been keen followers of him because of his miracles, but they could not change their religion and culture to believe that he is the only way that they could get to heaven and have everlasting life.  

Jesus then turned to his twelve friends and asked them:  Do you also want to leave me?  It was Peter who answered.  He said:  Lord, we would not know where else to go to.  You are the only one who can offer us eternal life.  
Peter believed that everything that Jesus had taught was true, even though there were many who did not like what he had said.  Peter would stick with Jesus even if others gave up on him.  Another important sign of real faith in Christ is when one does not give up believing in him, even if others do.

The greatest sign of how deep Peter’s faith was in Jesus happened not long after this.  It was near a town called Caesarea in the province to the north of Galilee.  Jesus was now many miles away from the areas where he usually worked.  Opposition to Jesus had been growing.  Most of the religious leaders, especially the powerful ones, hated him and wanted to get rid of him.  He was also losing a lot of popularity among the people generally.  If the leaders could only turn the people against Jesus, they would not hesitate to get him killed.  
As Jesus and his disciples went along, far from the danger, he was asking his disciples what they believed.  He now wanted to prepare his disciples for what was going to happen to him.  He began by asking them what people thought about him.  People had to be very careful about what they said about Jesus, because any support for him could get them into serious trouble.  For a Jew, to be thrown out of the synagogue by the authorities would be like losing our salary to us, or failing an important exam.  The disciples had however heard some people guardedly say or whisper that Jesus must be a prophet.  
But what about you, Jesus asked?  What do you think?  It was Peter who spoke up.  He gave Jesus a straight answer.  He said:  You are the Messiah!  
That was such a brave thing to say!  The Jewish leaders would severely punish anyone who believed that.  To them Jesus was public-enemy-number-one.  But Peter was willing to take risks.  Jesus was more precious to him than anything else in his life.  He had seen Jesus perform many great and wonderful miracles.  Peter was deeply impressed by what a good man Jesus was, and how much good he was doing to the nation.  Jesus had helped so many people.  Peter would stand up for him whatever the cost.  That is just what Jesus, the Son of God, wants.  He can use people who will be faithful to him however difficult things may become.  Jesus said to Peter:  I shall use you to build up my church.
For his loyalty and courage Peter was greatly rewarded about a week later.  Jesus invited him, together with just James and John, to go up a high mountain with him.  There, when they were all alone, Jesus began to change into someone absolutely glorious.  His face shone, and his clothes became dazzlingly super-white.  Two great men, Moses and Elijah, who had lived hundreds of years before, suddenly appeared and were talking to Jesus.  Then a bright cloud covered the mountain top, and God’s voice spoke out of heaven:  
This is my Son, with whom I am very pleased.  
You must listen to him.
When they recovered from the great shock that they got, and opened their eyes, Jesus was there alone.  Jesus then told them to keep all of this that they had seen and heard a secret, until he had risen from the dead.  As they went down the mountain one can easily imagine how important Jesus had become in Peter’s life.
When Jesus rose from the dead, the first apostle he showed himself to was Peter.  Later on, when Jesus met his disciples at the Lake of Galilee, he had a special talk with Peter.  He repeatedly told Peter to look after Christians when Jesus went back to heaven.  He kept telling Peter:  You must feed my sheep!  You must look after people who believe in me.
About a month and a half after Jesus rose from the dead, the Jews held a special holiday to give thanks for the harvests.  This was called the Feast of PENTECOST.  Jews from all over the world came to Jerusalem as pilgrims to celebrate and worship God.  There could have been something between a million and two million Jews and other worshipers in the city at that time.  The followers of Jesus gathered together at the feast.  There were about 120 of them.  
Suddenly, in a powerful and supernatural way, the Holy Spirit came upon them.  The crowd of foreign pilgrims was utterly amazed at what happened: they could all hear someone speaking in their own language, wherever they came from.  They wanted to know what was going on.
It was Peter, supported by the other ten disciples, who spoke to the crowd.  He did not just speak; he preached.  He preached with all his heart.  He told them that the Bible predicted that God would send his Holy Spirit on all his people, and not just on those who served God in a special way.  This was to show everyone that God would save them.  God had raised his Son Jesus from the dead.  The disciples had witnessed this great miracle themselves, and it had also been prophesied in the Scriptures, by King David.  
To receive God’s Spirit themselves they must first of all repent for the terrible crime of having killed the Messiah in Jerusalem.  They had murdered the Lord whom God had sent to save them from their sins.
So earnest and persuasive was Peter, that three thousand people became believers in Jerusalem that day.  It is a special sign that one believes when one can be used by God to get others to believe in Jesus.

One day Peter was going with John to the temple to pray.  He met a man there who was forty years old and had been lame from birth.  Peter healed him.  The man got up and was even able to jump up and down with utter joy.  A large crowd of people gathered in utter amazement.  
Once again Peter preached to them.  He told them how they had shouted for Jesus to be killed even though the Roman governor Pilate had wanted to let Jesus live.  However, despite what they had done, God had raised Jesus from the dead.  It was because of that glorious miracle that this lame man had been healed in such a wonderful way.  So now he called on them to repent and to believe in Jesus.  The result of his preaching was that the number of believers in Jesus increased to about 5,000 men in Jerusalem.
But this angered the religious leaders.  They had Peter and some of the disciples arrested.  They had to spend the night in prison.  The leaders then demanded to know where these believers had got the authority and permission to do what they were doing.  It was not allowed.  Peter then spoke on behalf of the believers in Jesus.  He told the religious leaders that they had crucified Jesus Christ, but that God had raised him from the dead.  This was to show everyone in the world, that Jesus is the only one who can save us all, and get us to heaven.  
Peter spoke with such confidence and power that the religious leaders were amazed.  But they were also very angry.  They warned Peter and the others never to talk like this again.  But Peter and John faced up to them.  Peter said:  We cannot do that.  We cannot stop teaching what is true and what we believe in.  Must we listen to God and obey him, or do we have to listen to you?  Are you more important than God?  No, we believe in God and we shall rather obey him!  We shall continue to tell people everywhere about Jesus and his salvation.  We cannot stop informing others about what we have seen in the life of Jesus and what we have heard from him.  
On this point no amount of threats or bullying could intimidate Peter.  He was fearless in standing up for the truth, and in standing up for Jesus.  He would speak to anyone who would listen.  Peter spent the rest of his life preaching about Jesus and his salvation.  He even ended up dying for what he believed.

The other thing that showed how great was Peter’s faith in God was the number of miracles that he performed.  We know more about Peter’s miracles than those of any other apostle.  Peter’s miracles were even greater than those of that other great Christian apostle, Paul.  Both men were wonderfully faithful to their master, Jesus Christ.  They are regarded by many as the greatest Christians in history.  The church knows them as Saint Peter and Saint Paul.  We are very fortunate to have had leaders as good as they were, to start building the Christian church in the world.
PETER’S MIRACLES

The most remarkable miracle that Peter witnessed and was involved in happened on top of a very high mountain.  One day Jesus took only Peter, James and John with him up that mountain.  When they were alone up there a most amazing and marvellous thing happened.  Jesus began to look different and spectacular.  His face shone like the sun.  His disciples could not look straight at him.  His clothes also became dazzlingly white.  
Then two great prophets out of the distant past appeared out of heaven, talking to Jesus.  They were Moses, the great law-giver of Israel, and Elijah, the father of the prophets of Israel and Judah.  Peter was able to join in and talk to Jesus.  What an astonishing experience!  To crown it all, God interrupted Peter’s conversation by speaking to him and the others out of a bright cloud that settled on the mountain.  
God said, about Jesus:  
“He is my dear Son.  
I am very pleased with him.  
You must listen to him.”
From then on Peter listened very carefully to Jesus, very carefully indeed.
There was another little miracle that Jesus did with Peter’s help.  In Capernaum the church people asked Peter:  Your Teacher does pay the church tax, doesn’t he?  Peter replied:  Oh yes, he does.  As he got home Jesus asked him a question.  Jesus said:  Peter, what do you think?  Should those who work for God have to pay to work for him?  Peter answered:  No, I suppose not.  
Then Jesus said something no one would have thought of.  He told Peter:  Well, let’s not upset these people.  If they want money let’s give it to them.  Take your fishing rod and go to the lake.  The first fish you catch - just open its mouth and you will find enough money there for both of us.  Go and give it to them.  
After Jesus was raised from the dead, Peter began to do some astonishing miracles.  Here are some of them, as recorded by Luke’s book of Acts.
Chapter 3:  One afternoon Peter and John went to the temple to pray.  At the gate was a man begging for money.  He had been crippled and lame since he was born.  Every day he was carried to the gate.  On this occasion Peter just told him to get up.  Peter said:  By the goodness and power of Jesus Christ, get up and walk!  The man immediately sprang to his feet.  He was so excited that he could not stand still.  He kept hopping and skipping, and jumping and dancing.  As he did so he could not stop praising God and giving him thanks for this most wonderful blessing in his life.

Chapter 5:  When the church began, people would bring money and donate it to the work that the church was doing, especially helping needy people to believe in Christ Jesus.  Some rich people would make big, generous donations.  There was a man called Joseph who owned some land.  He sold it and brought all the money to donate it to God’s work.  What he did encouraged everyone.  
This caused another man to try to impress the church.  He sold a house and donated some of the money to God’s work, but claimed that he had given all the money he got from the sale of the house to the apostles.  He thought that he could bluff them.  But Peter challenged him:  You have not been honest with us.  In fact, you have lied to God’s Holy Spirit.  Why did you let Satan to put such a stupid thing in your heart?
When the man heard that he had been caught out, he got a tremendous shock, and instantly dropped dead.  Sometime later his wife came along, and she told the same lie that her husband had told.  Peter exposed her dishonesty too, and she also dropped dead.  Peter was gifted with most remarkable powers by God.  He was an awesome man of God.
God’s power worked through Peter in other extraordinary ways.  People did to Peter what they had done to Jesus: they brought to him all their sick, and even those with demons in them.  They were all healed.  When there was a really large crowd of sick people, they were put where just Peter’s shadow could fall on them.  That would heal them.

This caused the high priest and his officials to get so jealous that they arrested Peter.  But during the night an angel of the Lord came into the prison, opened the doors and got Peter out of jail.  When the angel had got Peter out of jail in a miraculous way, he told him to get back to the temple and carry on with his preaching.  Peter went off to the temple to do just that.  
Chapter 8:  After a while the religious authorities started to persecute believers in Christ.  Saul of Tarsus was one of the authorities who carried out this persecution.  Christians were arrested and put in prison.  This caused many of them to become refugees.  But wherever they went they spoke about Jesus, and the number of believers grew.  
A large number of people in Samaria became believers.  The Christian leaders decided to start up the church among the Samaritans.  It was wonderful that Samaritans were changing their ideas completely, to become followers of Jesus Christ.  So Peter and John were asked to visit Samaria.  The reason was that although many people believed, they had not received God’s Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit would make it possible for them to live a Christian life, and be able to live up to what they believed.  When Peter and John arrived, they placed their hands on all those believers, and the Holy Spirit of God came upon them.  Peter brought Christianity to many people, and not just to Jews.
Chapter 12:  The most spectacular miracle that Peter was involved in happened when King Herod attacked Christians.  Herod the third was Herod the Great’s grandson.  He killed James, the brother of John, and arrested Peter.  He was going to deal with Peter the next day, so he wanted him specially guarded.  Four lots of soldiers guarded Peter through the night.  At all times he was chained to two soldiers on duty, and there were guards in front of the door of the prison.  The church was frantic, and spent the night praying earnestly for him.  
While he was asleep, an angel came, producing a light in the darkness.  He woke Peter, and told him to get up quickly.  The chains just fell off him.  The angel got Peter to get dressed, to put on his sandals, wrap his cloak around him, and follow the angel out of the prison.  They just walked past two lots of guards until they came to the iron gate that led into the city.  The gate just opened by itself.  Peter was a free man.  Amazing!  Utterly amazing! 
He went to the house of Mark’s mother where his friends were praying, and knocked on the door.  A servant girl went to the door to find out who was there.  When she heard Peter’s voice she got so excited that she rushed into the prayer meeting to announce that Peter was at the door.  But they could not believe her and told her that she must be mad.  She kept on trying to persuade them, and all the while Peter kept on knocking outside the door.  
Of course, they eventually opened the door - with utter astonishment! and wonder!  This did a lot to strengthen the believers in their faith in Jesus Christ.  Peter was someone very special in the early Christian church.
PETER’S LEADERSHIP

By Peter’s love for Jesus and his faith in Christ, he became the leader of the new Christian movement.  This was the beginning of the Christian church.  Jesus had called Peter a rock, because he was so steady and reliable.  Jesus also announced that he would use Peter to build up his church.
The first time Peter took up the leadership of the Christian believers was just after Jesus had gone back to heaven.  There were about 120 believers gathered together.  They were busy praying together.  Peter stood up to make an announcement.  He said that they must replace Judas with another apostle.  Judas’ wicked betrayal of Jesus and his ghastly suicide was known by everyone living in Jerusalem.  It was a public scandal of the first order.  Something must be done about it, to defend the authority of the apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Christian church cannot tolerate this sort of thing.
Peter had found guidance and inspiration from the Bible.  So he said that Judas’ status as an apostle must be ended.  Someone else must be appointed as the twelfth apostle in Judas’ place.  Two names were put forward, and a man named Matthias [m’tigh-is] was appointed, with the help of guidance from God.  Matthias had also been a follower of Jesus and worked for him, from the time Jesus was baptised until he was taken up to heaven.  He knew Jesus well, and was a good man at heart.
The next time that Peter took leadership of the apostles and believers, was the most famous one.  It was absolutely extraordinary!  It happened on the day of Pentecost [pen-tee-kost], fifty days after the Passover.  That feast was to celebrate the harvest, a most important event in the lives of all the people in those days.   The Christian believers from Galilee got together in Jerusalem.  
Suddenly the Holy Spirit came upon them all.  There was a terrific sound like a powerful wind, and flames of fire that spread out and rested just above each person who was there, like a special kind of halo.  The Holy Spirit of God filled every one of them and they all began to praise God loudly.  Their speaking was inspired.  It was God’s Spirit that gave them the ability to speak out, each one in a different language, a language they had never spoken before.
At that time there was a big crowd of religious men there, staying in Jerusalem.  They were pilgrims who had come from every other country, all over the world.  What utterly amazed all these foreigners was that these people from Galilee were speaking the languages and dialects of the countries and cultures from where they had come.  Completely confused and greatly puzzled and intensely interested, the listening crowd wondered what was going on.
Peter and the other eleven came forward, and Peter took over to speak to the absolutely bewildered crowd of pilgrims.  He told them that what was happening was what the Bible said would happen.  God would pour out his Spirit on all people and perform great miracles.  God would do this although his own people had been involved in crucifying Christ Jesus.  They had put him to death even though they had known that God had used him to perform exceptional miracles.  All this was as the Bible had predicted.
But, continued Peter, God has raised Jesus from the dead, which the Bible had prophesied. The apostles had seen this for themselves.  The coming of the Holy Spirit in this way was to prove to all these pilgrims from all over the world that God had made Jesus our Lord and Messiah.  This was despite the fact that it was the nation of Israel that had crucified him.  That is too extraordinary for words.  But what Peter said was true, and it was a exceptionally brave thing indeed to say to all those people.  How many people could do such a thing: state the truth when everyone is guilty!
However, those who listened to Peter knew that he had spoken the truth, and realised what a terrible thing they had done.  They repented, were baptised and received God’s Spirit themselves.  Three thousand of them joined the new Christian movement.  Their lives were utterly changed from that moment.  They began to live the Christian life.  They got together, and studied the Bible.  They prayed together.  They took to helping the needy.  They thoroughly enjoyed being together and encouraging and supporting one another.  They had joy in their hearts, and peace in their minds.  

Their numbers continued to grow constantly as more and more people became believers in Jesus Christ, and joined them.
Peter had a massive influence on starting the Christian church.  The day of Pentecost was Sunday, 28 May, 30 AD.  That was one of the greatest days in the history of the church.  Peter’s leadership was vital.  It was first class.  The fisherman on the Lake of Galilee ended up as the leader of the Christian church in Rome, the capital of the world.
PETER AND MARK

Mark was probably the first to write a gospel.  His is one of four gospels that the church accepted as a true account of the meaning of the life of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Mark was a young man in the time of Jesus.  He might even have been with the group who were with Jesus when he was arrested.  In time he became an assistant to Peter.  Peter mentions this at the end of his first letter.  Peter trained Mark.  Peter and John were the two greatest living experts on the life of Jesus.  Peter taught Mark what he knew about Jesus, so that from Peter’s teaching Mark became an expert on the life and work of Jesus.  It was thanks to the apostle Peter that Mark was able to write his gospel.  Matthew, who was one of the twelve apostles, then wrote a gospel very similar to that of Mark.  He used the same approach that Mark had decided to adopt.  

So, although Peter did not himself write a gospel, his influence in the writing of the gospels was very strong.  
Early in the next century one of the Christian leaders said that Mark had made it his career to explain what Peter had taught him about Jesus.  He claimed that Mark wrote what Peter had been preaching before he died.  That second-century Christian leader had been a boy when Mark was an old man.  

On top of that, of course, Peter played an important part in the work that Jesus did in his ministry.  All four gospels have quite a lot to say about Peter.  Next to Jesus, Peter was the chief character in the four gospels.  He was the leader of the twelve apostles.
Peter lived for a while in Rome as the leader of the Christian church.  Mark was with him then.  It included the terrible time when Nero massacred many Christians.  Peter was brutally killed during that persecution.  That was in the 60’s (AD.)  
During a time of persecution, it is most important for Christians to stay true to their belief in their Lord Jesus Christ.  The same applies to us.  We must remain faithful to the Lord, whatever happens to us, and whatever bad news we get, and however much we may have to suffer.  In such awful and discouraging times the important thing is to stay true to Christ and to honour God.  This is what Peter was dedicated to doing at the end of his life.  He wanted God’s people to remain true to him and to his Son no matter what went wrong for them.
Since Mark and Peter were such great friends, there is something very moving at the end of Mark’s gospel.  Mark tells us about how Peter let Jesus down on the night Jesus was arrested.  Mark tells the sad and disappointing story over a space of seven verses in our Bibles.  He must have hated writing about it.  But Peter probably insisted that he should write about what happened.  Peter would have mentioned it many times in his teaching or preaching.  Peter was a humble man and an honest man.  What mattered to the apostle Peter was not his reputation or status, nor his importance or achievements; what really mattered to Peter was the truth.  
There are very few leaders in the world who would be as open and sincere as that.  There are not many people anywhere who would do such a good thing.  Even Christians struggle to be honest with themselves, or face up to their faults.
PETER AND PAUL

Two men really stand out at the beginning of the Christian movement in the world.  They are Peter and Paul.  Both have been regarded as saints by the Christian church.  Dr Luke’s book of the Acts of the Apostles concentrates on their work for Christ.  The first part of the book of Acts focuses on Peter, and the other part on Paul.  Peter started the Christian religion, and Paul spread it out across the world.  Peter’s work was the hardest, though Paul worked harder and suffered more during his career.  Peter worked mainly among the Jews, while Paul worked mainly among the Gentiles.  The Jews were more violently opposed to the message of Christianity than the Gentiles were.  
To the Gentiles the gospel was simply a personal thing.  But to the Jews the gospel of Jesus went against their culture and undermined their security or survival in a hostile world.  Nowhere was Christianity hated more than in Jerusalem and at the temple.  Jerusalem was where Jesus was crucified.  Paul also tried to preach to the Jews but they would usually chase him away.  In Jerusalem they went to amazing lengths to try to kill him.  Herod killed James the apostle, the brother of John.  He also tried to kill Peter, but God rescued Peter.  God used people, even Romans, to save Paul’s life from the Jews.  But God used an incredible miracle to save Peter’s life from the Jews.  Herod thought that Peter’s escape from prison was incredible.  So he killed the soldiers who had been guarding Peter.  But, it had been an angel who had miraculously got Peter out of that prison before Herod could kill him the next day.

In the early church Paul was as great a Christian leader as Peter or any other apostle.  Since Paul was mainly responsible for the spread of Christianity from Jerusalem to the world of the Gentiles, Paul’s work is in some ways even greater than Peter’s.  This may be why Luke, in the book of Acts, changes from focusing on Peter’s ministry at the beginning, to Paul’s ministry for the rest of the book.  After Peter set up the Christian church in Jerusalem and Judea, Paul played an immense role in spreading the church into such countries as Syria and Turkiye [tur-key-ya] and Greece and Italy.
Yet even in Paul’s life Peter played a very important part.  Originally Paul was known by his Jewish name of Saul.  He came from the town of Tarsus in Turkiye.  Saul’s whole purpose in life was to teach the Jewish religion.  He had been highly trained as a Jewish Rabbi.  He received the best teaching that was then available, on the Jewish law and prophets in the Scriptures.  He was an expert, like a professor.  Once Christianity started to spread among the Jews, Paul made it his mission in life to stop it, to get rid of it, to wipe it out, to destroy it.  He dedicated himself to arresting and, where possible, killing Christians.  The most famous Christian that he put to death by having him stoned, was the godly man Stephen.
After Saul was converted in such an amazing way on the road to Damascus, he had to go into hiding for a while.  He was now in a very difficult situation.  The Jews regarded him as a treacherous traitor and his life was in danger.  Christians were terrified of him because of his ruthless war against Jesus and his followers.  He went to stay far away among the Arabs in Arabia for something like three years.  During this time he did a lot of re-thinking about Christ and Christianity.  
Once he had met Jesus, he had to change all his thinking.  He became an utterly and completely different man.  He changed his name to Paul, a Roman name.  Although a true blooded Jew, he had been born as a Roman citizen in Tarsus [tar-sis].  While he was in Arabia he did a lot of studying and thinking, reading the Scriptures and praying.  By the end of that time he had worked out how to teach and preach the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and how to know the will of God.  
It was then that he decided to check his thoughts and ideas and understanding of Christ.  So he went to the man who was the master expert on Jesus, the apostle Peter.  Although Paul was highly unpopular with Christians, Peter welcomed him as a brother.  They spent a fortnight together and during that time Paul explained what he now believed and Peter listened and guided him.  Peter taught Paul what he knew of Jesus from his years of living with Jesus and working for him.  
By the end of that historic fortnight in church history, Paul knew all he wanted to know about the gospel of Christ Jesus.  Paul was actually the very first writer of some books of the New Testament.  He wrote those letters even before the gospels were written.  Peter had made sure that Paul knew perfectly well what he was talking about.
Many years later something occurred.  This time Paul was able to teach Peter a lesson.  Paul was at Antioch [antee-ok], near the border between Syria and Turkiye.  That was where Paul started his great work for Christ among the Gentiles.  At one stage Peter visited Antioch.  He got on well with all the Christians there, most of whom were Gentiles.  Then some Jewish Christians also came to visit, from Jerusalem.  Peter then changed his behaviour.  Before the Jews came he was happily mixing with the Gentiles on equal terms.  But when the Jews came he fell back on the Jewish tradition of not eating with the Gentiles.  Jews would never make friends of Gentiles because they were not up to Jewish standards in the way they thought and behaved.  This upset Paul, who, though he was a thorough Jew, was also a great friend of the Gentiles.  Paul challenged Peter on this point:  He told Peter that you cannot have double standards.  You cannot be friends of Gentiles one day, and then turn your back on them the next day just because your Jewish friends turn up.  
There was an important principle here.  Our religion does not depend on our culture.  It depends only on our faith in Jesus Christ, whether we are Jews or Gentiles.  If Jewish Christians won’t be friends with Gentile Christians, then what would that say about the faith of Gentile Christians?  If you cannot eat with another Christian because he is so different from you, does that mean that his faith is not good enough for you?  And why then did Jesus himself have meals with Samaritans?
Peter admitted that Paul was right.  The student had taught the teacher a lesson.  Peter lived up to his Jewish name of Simon.  Simon means someone who will listen.  It takes an awful lot for a great or successful leader to admit that he was wrong.  Peter had that kind of blessed integrity and humility.  He made a mistake, but he realised it.  He supported Paul, and his excellent work among the Gentiles, and that ended the problem.  
One must bear in mind, though, that Paul was the leading expert where Christian ministry to the Gentiles was concerned.  This was his speciality and passion.  The emphasis is not that Peter was wrong, but that Paul was right.
More than that, these two epistles of Peter are actually written to churches that Paul had founded.  Peter’s letters were written to encourage Christians and teach them.  It is remarkable that most of those he wrote to were Gentiles that Paul had preached to and converted and taught.
PETER AND THE GENTILES

Although Paul was the most important apostle to the Gentiles, it was Peter who actually began the work among the Gentiles.  It was God who led Peter to contact the Gentiles.  
There was a Roman military base at the port city of Caesarea.  On that base was a junior officer, rather like a captain or major, who had become a sincere and dedicated believer in God.  
His army instructions were to keep the peace in the land of the Jews.  But whereas many Roman soldiers believed that this meant using their sword to keep the Jews under control, this officer believed that he should keep peace among the Jews by helping them.  This excellent young officer, named Cornelius [kor-nee-lee-is], liked to pray to God.  While he was praying one afternoon, an angel appeared to him.  Now, how often does that happen to anyone!  The angel told him that he must send for Peter.  So Cornelius sent two of his servants, together with a soldier who also believed in God, to fetch Peter.  Peter was staying about two days’ journey away.
As they got near to the place where Peter was staying, Peter had a vision from God.  He was hungry and it was nearly lunch time.  In the vision he saw some food come down from heaven, and a voice told him to help himself.  But Peter was embarrassed.  A lot of the animals on the menu were types that the laws of Moses did not allow Jews to eat.  Peter answered the voice by saying:  Lord, I have never eaten anything that is not kosher [koh-sha] or fit for a Jew.  
God answered him by saying:  If I say the food is alright to eat, you are NOT breaking the law if you eat it.  
Then the food from heaven came down again, and he was told to eat it.  Again he would not.  Again God told him that he should eat it because God had said that it was good.  But still Peter would not have anything to do with it, even though he was hungry.  Then yet again the food was sent down to him from heaven.  Once more, Peter refused the offer:  No thank you, Lord.  For the third time God repeated that the food was clean and holy.  Then all the food went back up to heaven.  It left Peter very puzzled.
Then the men from the Roman officer Cornelius arrived, to ask for Peter.  God’s Spirit told Peter than he must listen to them and go with them.  Peter now began to understand what the vision he had seen now meant.  When he got to Cornelius’ house, he found that the officer had already invited his relatives and close friends to listen to what Peter would have to say.  There were many of them.  Captain Cornelius greeted Peter with great respect, but Peter explained that, although he was a very religious Jew, God had shown him that he must treat Gentiles with respect and love and friendliness.  He now felt at home in their company.
Peter told them the gospel, the good news, about Jesus Christ.  God was sending this gospel to all people, not just to the Jews.  Peter and the other Jews who had come with him had known Jesus.  So they were now to warn everyone in the world that God has appointed Jesus to be the Judge of every human being.  This applies to both those who are alive as well as to those who have died.  The prophets in the Bible had also prophesied about Christ, that the Messiah would be good news for everyone who believed in him.  They would receive God’s forgiveness for their sins.  
While Peter was preaching, the Holy Spirit came upon everyone who was listening to him.  All these people began to praise God.  They even spoke in other languages.  This was the same thing that had happened to the Jewish Christians way back on the day of Pentecost.  It was obvious that God had accepted Gentile believers in the same way that he had accepted Jewish believers.  It was certainly quite clear to Peter.  Peter ordered that these Romans should be baptised as Christians.  As a result of this he was perfectly happy to accept their invitation to be their guest for a few days.  A lovely friendship formed between them.
However, when Peter got back to Jerusalem, he came under criticism from believers all over Judea.  He had broken the important Jewish rule that one does not get too friendly with people who do not live by the laws that Moses had given to the Israelites.  A Jew does not sit down to have a meal with Gentiles.  
But Peter defended what he had done.  He told the apostles and the Jewish Christians what had happened.  He told them about the vision he had had of all sorts of wrong types of food coming down from heaven.  When, as a Jew, he had refused to eat any, God told him to eat and not be fussy.  He then explained to these Jewish Christians what had happened to Captain Cornelius when he had been praying.  The coming of the angel to him was surely of God.  Then he told them how the Holy Spirit had come upon the Gentiles who had believed his gospel about the Lord Jesus Christ.  He asked:  How could I possibly not accept them when God has so clearly accepted them?  
Peter’s testimony persuaded his Jewish hearers.  They agreed that this meant that God would also forgive Gentiles who repented of their sins.  God would give eternal life to anyone who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ.  This privilege was not just for Jews.
From then on Jewish Christians began to preach to Gentile people, and many became believing Christians just like the Jewish Christians.
PETER AND THE COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM

In the middle of Doctor Luke’s book of Acts Paul began his magnificent and most useful work for Christ among the Gentiles.  This was toward the middle of the first century, about twenty years after Jesus.  But Paul’s work not only did a lot of good.  His good work also produced a lot of trouble, though through no fault of his own.  
There were two main problems.  The first was that Paul ran into a lot opposition from Jews who lived in the countries of the Gentiles.  He was thrown out of synagogue after synagogue.  But he never gave up preaching that Jesus Christ is God’s true way for us all to get to heaven.  While many Jews rejected Paul and his message, many Gentiles accepted the gospel of Christ Jesus.  Where this happened, Paul was able to start a Christian church among them.  Paul paid a heavy price for his work, but through his brave and gallant efforts the gospel spread among the heathen nations.

The other problem was more complicated.  It was that when certain Jewish Christians also began to spread Christianity, they used the opportunity to spread Jewish culture with Christianity.  They wanted Gentiles who became Christians to start living the same way that Christian Jews lived.  They taught that Gentiles must also live by all the rules that God had given Moses for the Israelites.  Those laws had helped the Jews as a nation to believe in God and avoid all kinds of idolatry and the immoral lifestyle of the heathen nations.  It was thanks to the laws of Moses that the Jews had survived as a nation despite the Assyrians and the Babylonians and the Persians and the Greeks and the Romans having conquered them.
Then, not long before 50 AD a spark caused major religious trouble.  Some keen Jews came from Jerusalem to the city of Antioch.  
The city was on the Orontes River about 20 miles upriver from the Mediterranean Sea.  Antioch is now in ruins, but in Paul’s time it was a capital city.  What was left of the Antioch ruins were further ruined by the great earthquake of February 2023.  The ancient city was in the area that is now South Eastern Turkiye, near the Syrian border.  In those days Antioch was the third greatest city in the Roman Empire, after the two main cities of Rome in Italy and the port of Alexandria in Egypt.  Rome had conquered Antioch from the Greeks about a hundred years before Paul went to live and work there.  There was a strong Roman military base at Antioch to defend the empire against Persian attacks from the east.  
It was the Christian church in Antioch where believers in Christ were first called Christians.  Christian means a follower of Christ.  

It was that church that had sent Paul out on his famous journeys into Turkiye and Greece to spread the Christian faith.  When Paul finished his travels he returned to Antioch, and that was where he was when the upset occurred.  Paul instantly realised that what the Jewish Christians were doing would cause great harm to the Christian faith in the Gentile world.  He decided to go with his friend Barnabas [bar-n’bis] to Jerusalem to meet with the apostles in order to sort out this problem.
In the middle of the first century of Christ things were beginning to change for the new Christian movement.  Christianity had begun among the Jews but it was spreading fast among the Gentiles.  Not only did Jews resent the conversion of Gentiles, but even Jewish Christians felt that Gentile believers should adopt Jewish laws.  If they did, Gentile Christians would be more acceptable to Jewish Christians.  They could be brothers and friends.  It is the old idea that most people have that if YOU become more like ME then we can get along fine together.  It is a natural idea but it is also a selfish one.
The Jews who came to Antioch believed that the Jewish way of life should be spread together with the Christian beliefs.  To be a proper Christian one must become Jewish.  The Jews, and only the Jews, lived a moral and decent life.  All the heathen nations behaved badly.  
What made the Jews different and separate was what they called ‘circumcision’ [sir-kim-si’zhin].  Circumcision was a small operation to a baby boy’s private part so that he would be a Jew for life.  It would always remind him to live God’s way, to worship only the true God, and to have no sex with any girl or woman unless he was married to her.  Heathen people, of course, had no such strict rules about sex, and they could worship any gods they liked, and have sex with anyone they wanted to.  
To be circumcised was to become a Jew, whatever age you were.  To be a Jew one needed to be circumcised.  Anyone could become a Jew as long as he was circumcised.  Circumcision went all the way back to Abraham, two thousand years before Christ.  

But to live a good and strict or self-disciplined life is very difficult for anyone.  We are all human.  So God gave Moses a whole lot of rules that would help the Israelites, and then the Jews, to keep God’s law.  God’s Law meant keeping the Ten Commandments.  The Law of Moses, given to him by God, would help God’s people to stay right with God.  This was what made the Jews different from the rest of the world: they worshiped the true God and kept the laws of Moses.
To help keep their society and religion pure, Jews would live separately from the unbelievers of other nations.  Jews could do business with Gentiles, but never become friends with them.  They could not sit down together to have a meal and enjoy themselves.  They could not even eat the same kind of meat.  Jews would never touch pork, for instance.  Heathen people did not have the same respect for blood that the Jews had.  Jews used blood in a special way when they sacrificed animals for their worship of God.  Jews would never eat meat with blood in it.  Blood was life, and the Jews had a much higher regard for life than the heathen who had little respect for life.  Jews would always carefully drain the blood from the meat when they slaughtered an animal for sacrifice to God or for food for themselves.  
God had told Moses how to teach the Israelites to live a decent life.  Religious Jews had carefully kept these laws for centuries, and the whole nation had kept them strictly since the terrible exile to Babylon over 600 years before.  When Jews became Christians, they still kept up living by these good rules.  They were used to them.  They had grown up with them.  These rules were their culture.  Everyone lived by them.  So, to begin with there was little difference to be seen between a Jew and a Christian Jew.
When Paul and Barnabas got to Jerusalem to face this problem, the church there called a special meeting of the apostles and elders.  There were many Pharisees who had become believers in Jesus.  They took the line that if heathen people wanted to become followers of Jesus, they must also become followers of Moses.  After all, Jesus himself had been a Jew and had lived by the Jewish culture.  On top of that, everyone should live by the laws of Moses because they had been given to him by God.  This, said the Jewish Christians, was the only way that the Gentiles could become genuine Christians.  The matter was then debated by the conference, known as the Council of Jerusalem.

Peter listened to what everyone had to say.  At length he got up and spoke.  Everyone paid attention to him.  He was their leader.  Peter began by telling everyone how God had told him to go to the home of Cornelius to tell the Gentiles the gospel.  This was so that they could believe in Jesus Christ and get his salvation.  Since God knew that they had truly believed the gospel, he gave them the Holy Spirit.  They received the gift of God’s Spirit just as the believing Jews had originally been given the Spirit on the day of Pentecost.  God had accepted those Jews who had faith in Christ.  And, in exactly the same way, he had accepted those Gentiles who came to faith in Christ Jesus.  It was faith in Christ that made their hearts and consciences and souls clean.  It was not adopting the rules that the Jews lived by.  It was by faith in the gospel of Jesus alone, whether they were Jew or Gentile.  It was, and would always and everywhere be the same, for everyone and anyone.
In that case, said Peter, why do you want those people to live up to all the rules that we live by?  The problem is that we ourselves do not always strictly keep all those rules.  We have often failed to keep them.  All of us have broken some of these laws.  

On top of that, these laws that we got from Moses have never made us perfect.  It is not those rules that make us Christian.  It is Christ that makes us Christians.  So it is also Christ that makes them Christians.  We cannot get ourselves to be acceptable to God by keeping rules and laws.  It is only our faith in Jesus Christ that can possibly get us right with God.  Believing in Jesus changes us.  It improves our attitude.  This makes it possible for us to live the way God wants us to.
What Peter said stopped all the talking and discussing and arguing.  From then on everyone listened quietly to what Barnabas and Paul had to say.  These two men told the assembly about the wonderful things, that God had done for the Gentiles who had simply believed the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  God had performed astonishing miracles among them.
At the end James, the half brother of Jesus, announced the decision of the Council of Jerusalem for all Christians everywhere.  He said that Peter had explained what God had decided to do to the Gentiles when he had preached to Cornelius and his friends.  James said that this agrees with what the prophets taught in the Bible.  They prophesied that God would send his blessing to the Jews so that all the other nations of the world would want to worship the Lord.

Therefore, said James, we must make things easier for the Gentiles to believe, not harder for them.  The Christian Church is for Christ, not for Jewish laws or rules or culture.  What was now needed was to build up friendship between all believers, even though they belonged to different cultures.  
Jewish Christians must accept that Gentile Christians live differently from them.  In the same way Gentile Christians must kindly accept that there are some things that Jewish Christians really don’t like because of their background.  Gentile Christians must stop worshiping idols.  They have to give up living an immoral life.  That would be a huge change for them – a massive change!  
On top of that they would be able to get on better with Jewish Christians if they were careful to drain the blood out of animals when they slaughtered them for food.  Jews would then find it easier to eat that meat, and thus enjoy the company of the Gentile believers.  They should not kill the animals by strangling them to keep the blood in the meat.  If Christians who were Gentiles wanted to eat with Christians who were Jews, the Jews would simply not be able to eat meat that dripped with blood.  For Jewish Christians blood was sacred, both because of the laws of Moses, and also because Jesus shed his blood for us all to get forgiveness for our sins.  
So, if the Jews wanted to live by the laws of Moses because that was their history and culture, they were free to do so.  But if people chose not to live by the laws of Moses because that was not their culture, they were also free to do so.  The important thing was to believe in God’s Son in order to worship God.  It was also important for every believer to live the Christian life by being at peace with all other believers.
ACTS CHAPTER 15:  
The problem of friendship with Gentiles had been their immoral way of life and their belief in false gods and idols.  Separation from the badly behaving heathen had been in order to preserve something of the Jewish way of life, and the principles and standards that they had received from God.  Jews would never worship idols, and had strict standards about marriage and sex.  They would also never eat meat with blood in it.  The blood of animals was used as part of the sacrifice offered to God for the forgiveness of sins.  Blood was sacred.
But Jesus brought a new emphasis to religion.  
First of all, his perfect sacrifice, as the Lamb of God, was to take away all sins.  This includes the whole world where people believed in him.  He replaced the constant, on-going  sacrifices, the daily sacrifices of animals at the temple in Jerusalem.  
Secondly, the purpose of our believing in him was to love God and to love one another.  Jews must accept Gentiles and Gentiles must respect Jews.  Peter played a vital role in bringing about this huge change in the relationships between Christians who were Jews and those Christians who had been heathen.  Moses had taught the Jews to live differently from the careless ways the heathen all around them lived.  Peter taught the Jews to accept the Gentiles who put their trust in the Jewish Messiah.  Moses and the prophets had said that God would send him as Saviour to the Jews and also to the whole world.
God had used Abraham and Moses to separate his people from the heathen nations.  God used Peter and Paul to unite all believers in the whole world by faith in Jesus.  Peter had now performed a most important function for the new Christian church.  This was really the beginning of Christian Church History.  From now on we hear no more of the ministry of Peter in the book of Acts.  Luke changes his focus, for the rest of his book, to the ministry of the apostle Paul.  
PETER AT ROME

As far as we can tell, Peter spent some time in Rome and was put to death there.  This was during the time when the Roman Emperor Nero decided to persecute Christians.  He blamed them for the great fire that broke out in Rome.  It destroyed a large part of the old city.  It seems that Peter was crucified by the Romans at the time of that persecution.  This was an awfully painful and slow way to die.  It was also a most shameful way to end one’s life.  One has to have exceptional courage, really outstanding courage, to face crucifixion for what one believes.  Peter surrendered himself to this awful form of death, with immense courage, for the sake of Christ.
The Romans used the cross to put criminals to death.  This was one of the main ways by which they kept law and order in their great empire.  In that tough Roman world there was a general peace.  The Romans were efficient policemen.  Christians, like Paul, could therefore travel safely wherever they wanted to.  But that unusual peace for everyone came at a very heavy price for some.  What is more, that historic peace in the Roman Empire did not last for very long.
Paul was also put to death in Rome.  In his case he was beheaded.  This was a quick death.  He was killed that way because he was a Roman citizen, and it was a privilege of any Roman that he should never be tortured to death.  Nevertheless, it takes amazing courage to face being put to death because of one’s faith in Jesus Christ.
Paul was born possibly a little before Jesus turned 10.  He died when he was about 60 years old.  He was also killed during Nero’s persecution.  Peter was about five years older than Paul, and about five years younger than Jesus.
Nero committed suicide less than five years after he had put these two great apostles to death.  He lost his life in the year 68 AD, during the rebellion and terrible war between the Jews and the Romans.  That war had started in 66 and lasted until 70 AD.  It ended in a ruthless way when the Romans conquered the Jews a second time in their history.  The first time had been by Pompey, over 130 years before.
HISTORY

Let’s look at some of the history of those times.  
The Acts of the Apostles ends just after 60 AD, and Peter died somewhere around 65 AD.  Paul also died somewhere around the same time.  The great fire of Rome was in 64 AD.  That was when the terrible persecution of Christians began.  The emperor Nero began his rule of the Roman world in the year 54, and committed suicide in the year 68.  
Nero began his reign well.  He was young and he had good teachers or tutors.  He was very keen on music and poetry, and loved to act.  He was not really very good at it, but because he was the emperor everyone applauded his appearances and efforts.  This naturally encouraged him.  He did not like the rich Romans, and they, of course, did not like him.  It is possible that the more wealthy and clever people could see that Nero’s acting was not exactly brilliant.  One can imagine the sort of things they could have had to say about that, especially behind his back.  

When that devastating fire broke out Nero tried to help the poor people survive the tragedy and recover from it.  But when he found that he was being blamed for the fire and was becoming most unpopular, he decided to try to shift the blame onto the Christians.  It was then that a very ugly side to his nature took over.  He became one of the most hated rulers of all time.  His name is still a symbol of cruelty in our times.  A vast number of Christians became martyrs.  They were put to death in all sorts of cruel and ugly or perverse ways.  Christians who were arrested were tortured to find out the names of other Christians, so that many ended up being arrested and killed.  Many were burnt alive, or killed by wild animals in places where the crowds could watch for entertainment.  Nero was a terrible monster of a man!  He even killed his own wife.  She was a friend of the Jews because she believed in God.  She was expecting Nero’s baby, but he kicked and beat her to death.  She died in 65 AD, at about the same time as Peter and Paul.  
Peter had to lead the church through those awful days, and himself became a martyr because of Nero’s evil rule.  Under Nero the Christian church lost two of its greatest leaders in all history: Saint Peter and Saint Paul.  On top of that Jesus and John the Baptist and the apostle James, as well as Peter and Paul and other Christians, were all treated terribly by Jewish kings and Roman governors.  But now listen to what Peter writes in 1 Peter chapter 2:
For the sake of the Lord, listen to the country’s authorities, whether it is to the king who is in charge, or to governors appointed by him to punish those who break the law, and to look after those who do what is right.  You must live like this because it is the will of God.  If you do what is right, people cannot criticise what you believe.  You must respect God, and treat the king in an honourable way.
What an amazing and magnificent thing for Peter to write!
Peter knew that once persecution broke out in Rome it would spread to other parts of the Roman Empire.  The answer to being bullied like that is to stick to one’s beliefs and do what’s right even though one is badly treated.  This is what God wants, and it is what God will use to defeat those who use violence to oppose our belief in God and in the Lord Jesus Christ.  
The real fight against evil, the fight that is going to win in the end, is not what is done by us.  It is what is done by God.  That’s how God works.  That’s why he wants us to do things his way.  This is what the Lord Jesus taught.  Peter had listened to him and learnt how to do the will of God.  He did not just write for what was going on in politics in his time; he wrote for all God’s people everywhere for all time.  It is in our best interests to do what is right, even if that is difficult.
Peter was a rare gentleman, 
noble and honourable, 

and faithful to God.
One cannot really say anything greater about anyone than that.

The country of Palestine had originally been known as Canaan.  Then it became Israel in Joshua’s time, and after the exile in Babylon it was known as Judea and Galilee, with Samaria between them.  These areas were all controlled by the Romans.  The Romans were disciplined, and their armies were very tough and ruthless.  Crucifixion was a common way of punishing both rebels and criminals.  But this was how they kept the peace internationally.  In the time of Paul and Peter one could travel without danger of getting caught up in some or other war, or being attacked by gangs of robbers.  The Romans were a very efficient police force.  Their armies ruled with a rod of iron.  The result was that most people obeyed the law and the world was largely calm and quiet, until the great fire in Rome in the reign of the Emperor Nero.

Now let’s look at the history of the Jewish kings:

The first Herod died in 4 BC, not long after Jesus was born.  His father had been an Edomite called Antipater [anti-pa-ta] who had decided to become a Jew.  Antipater converted to the Jewish faith.  When the Roman General Pompey conquered Palestine, about 60 years before Jesus, Antipater welcomed the Romans.  This was despite the fact that the Jews hated the Romans taking over their country.  As a result the Romans made him the most powerful official in the Jewish government.  Then the Roman General Julius Caesar conquered Pompey, nearly 50 years before Christ was born.  Antipater switched his loyalty from Pompey to Julius Caesar, and Caesar made Antipater ruler of the Jews.  
But in 44 BC occurred the well-known assassination of Julius Caesar.  Rome was plunged into yet another civil war.  The eventual winners were Mark Antony and the famous Caesar Augustus.  Mark Antony made Antipater’s son Herod king of the Jews when Antipater was poisoned by a political rival.  Herod’s son and Mark Antony’s son were great friends when they were boys.  
Then yet another civil war broke out between Mark Antony and Caesar Augustus.  Antony was killed and Augustus became the Roman emperor.  Herod switched his loyalty from Mark Antony to Augustus Caesar.  In this way he remained in power as king of the Jews.  Augustus Caesar was still the emperor when Jesus was born.  By then King Herod was a very old man, a very bitter old man, and a very unstable ruler.  He was the king who tried to kill Jesus when the Wise Men from the East came to worship him.  
Herod’s hobby was building.  He did so much building on a very grand scale, that he was known as Herod the Great.  He built the magnificent port city of Caesarea, which became the headquarters of the Romans.  Herod also set up many other important buildings.  He started the building of the spectacular temple in Jerusalem, which took nearly 50 years to finish, and was one of the wonders of the ancient world.  That was the temple in which Jesus used to worship and teach.
When Herod died, the Romans divided Palestine among his sons, so that each was a king in a part of Palestine.  One of Herod’s sons was Herod Archelaus [ar-che-la-os, ch as in loch].  He took over from his father as king when Joseph and Mary and little Jesus were in Egypt.  Because he was so cruel, Joseph decided to go out of the territory that Archelaus now controlled.  He made his home in Nazareth instead of returning to Bethlehem where Jesus had been born.  
Another of Herod’s sons was Herod Antipas [anti-pas].  Antipas ruled up in the area of Galilee, where Jesus grew up.  He is infamous for having killed John the Baptist.  Antipas was also the king when Jesus was arrested.  Since he happened to be in Jerusalem when Jesus was arrested, Pilate the Roman governor who was the judge at Jesus’ trial, sent Jesus to Herod Antipas.  Pilate hoped that Herod would help him decide how to try Jesus.
One son of Herod who is not well known was Philip.  Herod Philip was probably the best of all the Herods.  He built up a town to the north of the lake of Galilee that was known as Caesarea[see-za-ree’a].  But since his dad had built a city on the coast that was also known as Caesarea, where the Roman army headquarters were, Herod Philip’s town was known as Caesarea Philippi.  It was near that town where Jesus asked his disciples who they thought he was, and Peter answered:  
You are Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the True Living God.
And Jesus answered:  
You are blessed, Peter the Rock, and I shall use you to build up my church.
The grandson of Herod was Herod Agrippa Senior [a-grip-a].  Soon after 40 AD Agrippa became king.  At that time Claudius was the Roman Emperor, and Agrippa had been his friend when they were boys.  He had been a very small boy when Jesus was born, in the time of his crazy and brutal old granddad Herod the great.  Claudius gave Agrippa the authority and power that the Roman governors had had before him.  This gave Herod Agrippa the right to appoint high priests for the Jews.  He could choose whoever he wanted, or get rid of them if they displeased him.  
Herod Agrippa Senior tried very hard to be as popular with the Jews as he was with the Roman authorities.  He did this because he was not really a Jew.  His great grandfather Antipater, the father of Herod the great, had been an Edomite [ee-dim-ight] who had converted to the Jewish religion.  To please the religious Jews Herod Agrippa killed the Apostle James and had Peter put in prison.  But thanks to an angel, Peter escaped from prison in a miraculous way.  
Following that, Agrippa threatened the people for political reasons, and then became very arrogant.  An angel of the Lord struck him dead.  That was in 44 AD, about 15 years after the Roman governor Pilate sentenced Jesus to be crucified.  Herod Agrippa Senior was 54 years old when he died.  He had been about five years older than Jesus.
Agrippa’s son, the great-grandson of Herod, was Herod Agrippa Junior.  The new Roman governor was Felix [fee-lix].  He sat in judgement of Paul in Caesarea, and Agrippa Junior joined him to listen to Paul’s defence of himself.  Paul’s defence was because the Jews were trying to get him put to death.  
This younger Agrippa was touched by Paul’s testimony, but not enough to admit that he believed in Paul’s gospel.  He could not bring himself to agree with Paul when all those important Romans, as well as Jewish religious leaders, were present in that judgement hall. 
All these kings and rulers, and their doings that are known in history, are now mostly forgotten or unknown to ordinary people.  But the name of the Apostle Peter is well-known and highly respected in many parts of the world today.  The same applies to the name of the Apostle Paul.
In those days Jews were protected by Roman law.  The Herods were on good terms with the Caesars and some Roman governors.  When the Romans conquered the Jews about 60 years before Christ was born, they learnt a useful lesson from the Greeks.  The Greeks had tried to force their heathen religion onto the Jews.  But this had resulted in years of rebellion and fanatical resistance to the Greeks.  The Jews simply would not accept their immoral culture, and especially their hated and ugly religion.  The Jews had eventually defeated their Greek masters who had ruled them from Damascus, the capital of Syria.  
So the Romans decided that the best way to keep the Jews quiet was to respect their religion.  Where law and order and taxes were concerned, the Romans ruled the Jews very strictly and ruthlessly.  But where religion was concerned, the Jews were allowed to have their independence and rule themselves.  The Jews had their own parliament known as the Sanhedrin [san-hee-drin].  Their national leader was the High Priest who was appointed first of all by the Romans, and then by the Herods who were the kings of the Jews.
At first the Romans thought that the Christian religion was part of the Jewish religion.  This was because, to begin with, just about all the Christians were Jews.  But when the apostle Paul began his work of spreading Christianity, the Jews rejected him, as they had rejected Jesus.  Their rejection was so violent that the Roman authorities came to realise that Judaism and Christianity were not one and the same thing.  The Jews hated Paul.  They regarded him as a traitor to their nation.

While the Romans would leave the Jewish faith alone, that did not apply to the Christians.  The Jewish faith was the faith of their nation.  Christians were quite different:  Christianity was a personal faith, and anyone of any nation could become a Christian.  Christians had no government to protect them.  Government protection for Christians would not come until the time of the Roman Emperor Constantine.  This was because the Emperor Constantine himself became a Christian.  But that would happen only 300 years after Christ.  

When the Romans realised that Christians were different from Jews, they began persecuting them.  They punished Christians just because of what they believed, and not because they were criminals or broke the law in any way.
The reason why the Romans did this was because Romans, like the Greeks before them, believed in all sorts of gods.  They were rather superstitious: they thought that the gods affected their lives in some way.  But as time went by their thinking developed into two main kinds of thinking and religion.  The way they worshiped led them to live a very disciplined sort of life.  Discipline means that everyone must behave and even think the same way.
Their other main form of worship was the worship of their emperor, Caesar.  For the Romans, their emperor became their god.  To the Romans, emperor worship and discipline was what made Romans the greatest and most powerful nation on earth.  
Therefore, Romans were very anti the many different kinds of religions that came from the Middle East.  Most Romans saw Christianity as just another queer eastern religion.  The Romans decided that people must choose between the emperor or Christ.  If they chose Christ, they would do serious harm to the stable and sensible Roman way of life.  
The big problem with Christianity was that Christians would not worship the emperor.  Of course, the Jews would also not worship Caesar, but they were just a conquered nation.  The Romans left their religion alone for the sake of peace and preventing trouble.  
But many Christians were Roman citizens.  Other popular heathen religions allowed people to worship the emperor as well as whatever god they chose.  But Christianity meant loyalty to the living and true God, and his Son Jesus Christ.  Christians worshiped only the Lord their God, and no other.  That was where Romans and Christianity clashed.  And the true Christians would never give in or compromise.  But nor would the Roman officials and their emperor, Caesar.  The result was intense persecution by many of the Roman leaders.  Christians were seen as a threat to the Roman way of life.  The Romans were proud of the fact that they would never put up with any kind of nonsense from anyone.  They were in control of the world.
But not all Romans persecuted Christians.  Some emperors and governors just left them alone.  But there were other emperors and governors who hated Christians, and used force to get them to stop believing in Jesus as God.

The strange thing was that persecution actually caused the Christian movement to grow.  Romans loved what was noble and honourable.  When they saw how well Christians behaved and how brave they were under persecution, they admired them.  They respected the way Christians were faithful to their beliefs and conscience.  Many began to listen to the gospel.  This included the senior Roman official, Theophilus, to whom Dr Luke wrote his wonderful gospel.  Luke’s gospel comes after Matthew and Mark’s gospels in the Bible.  A large number of Romans were converted, and the numbers grew with the passing of the years.  By the goodness of God, the tough Romans made the Christian church stronger.  The more they killed the faithful Christians, the more other people decided to become Christians.  Eventually even the Roman Emperor himself became converted to faith in Jesus Christ.  His name was Constantine.  Emperor Constantine ruled for thirty years from soon after 300 AD.
But even the great Constantine, who had unlimited powers, did not do as much good for the Christian church as Peter or Paul did.  

The Lord Jesus Christ had said to Peter:

Peter, I shall use you to build my church.

PETER’S MISTAKES

Peter made many mistakes.  So did the other apostles.  So do we all.  The gospels concentrate more on Peter’s mistakes than on those of the other apostles.  Unfortunately, Peter is often better known for his failures than for his excellent ministry.
One of Peter’s well-known mistakes occurred when he walked across the water on the lake of Galilee to greet Jesus.  To begin with the disciples thought that they were seeing a ghost.  They panicked.  Jesus then told them that what they saw was him, and there was no need to be afraid.  
Peter then spoke up.  If Jesus was real, and could really walk across the water, then it would be possible for him to get Peter to walk on the water too.  Peter would just need Jesus’ permission to do that.  Peter was right, for Jesus told him to come to him.  Peter’s purpose was to welcome Jesus, because he was so relieved and pleased to see him.  As he walked across the waves, he kept looking at Jesus.  Looking at Jesus gave him confidence to keep going.  
Then he made a mistake: he looked at how hard the wind was blowing, which caused the waves to be very rough.  At that he lost his nerve, and then began to sink.  But he called out to Jesus to save him, and Jesus grabbed him and pulled him up out of the sea.  Jesus told Peter that he should not have lost his confidence.  He said that Peter should have had more faith.  The two of them then got into the boat.  Peter was wet; Jesus was dry.
What sort of mistake was that, really?  Peter was so keen to go to Jesus.  He had enough faith in Jesus to get out of the boat and walk across the lake.  That is extraordinary
!  Peter is the only person in history ever to have walked across the water in the middle of a lake.  No one else has ever done that.  It wasn’t something he was trained to do, or had ever heard of anyone doing such a thing.  It happened on the spur of the moment.  
On top of that the wind was blowing very hard and the sea was very rough, and Peter was very tired.  You cannot go onto a rough sea without looking at the waves; it’s the most natural thing to do.  None of us can blame Peter for losing his nerve under those circumstances.  
But Peter’s failure shows us two things:
First, Peter proved that it was really Jesus himself who was walking on the water.  That then proves clearly that Jesus is the Son of God.  

But Jesus did not only walk on water; he also pulled Peter out of the water and got him safely back to the boat.  This showed very clearly that 
Jesus, the Son of God, is our Saviour and Friend.
Jesus is there to help us when we get into trouble.  He can get us out of any trouble.
Secondly, the most important thing that comes out of Peter’s mistake is what Jesus taught him.  Jesus said that when we start to do what he tells us to, we must never lose faith in him just because we come across big problems.
We must keep up our confidence in Jesus 
whatever happens.

Peter has done us a great favour by what he did, even though he had failed at that point.

What seems to have been a very big mistake by Peter was when Jesus rebuked him, very severely.  It happened to the north of Galilee, near a town called Caesarea Philippi, Philip’s Caesarea.  Jesus asked his disciples what they believed about him.  It was Peter who answered.  Peter answered:

You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God.
Jesus was thrilled with Peter’s answer.  Peter had discovered the truth.  Jesus said that he could and would use him to build his church, because of his faith.  Peter was someone very special to Jesus and his work.

Then Jesus warned them that things were going to get bad.  Ahead of them was great danger.  Jesus was going to be arrested in Jerusalem, and then be killed.  Then he was going to be brought back to life on the third day.  
But Peter did not hear that last part.  He was terribly upset that Jesus expected to be killed.  He told Jesus not to worry.  God would not allow such a thing to happen to him.
Jesus rebuked Peter severely.  He said to him:  “Get behind me, Satan!”  He then went on to warn the disciples that they must be prepared to make sacrifices for the sake of Christ.  Life would get very hard if they were to follow him faithfully.  If all we want to do is look after ourselves, we are going to ruin our souls.  But if we sacrifice our own interests in order to serve Christ, and do what’s right, we are going to find a really good and worthwhile life.
What did Jesus mean when he said to Peter, Get behind me, Satan?  
The devil is always trying to do two evil things:  
First, he tries to undermine God’s work in our lives.  
Secondly, he wants to cause us as much trouble as he can.  
Like all of us, Peter was now very worried about the possibility that Jesus was going to suffer and perhaps die.  So he tried to assure Jesus that this would not happen, and that he had nothing to worry about.  Peter had noticed how worried Jesus looked as he warned what was going to happen.  
But Jesus knew what the devil was up to: his main aim is to cancel out what God wants to do in our lives.  Peter concentrated on Satan’s second purpose of causing pain and loss.  He did what all of us would do if we knew that someone we loved was worried.  He tried to comfort Jesus.  But Jesus was not concentrating on whatever trouble was going to come to him.  He did not need comforting or help.  He was focusing on doing God’s will, however hard or terrible that might be.  If Jesus escaped suffering, as Peter wanted him to, he would go against what God’s purpose was.  This was exactly what the devil wanted.  The devil is prepared to leave people alone if they don’t want to listen to God.
The other thing to remember is that Jesus often used Peter has a lesson for us.  Peter could take it.  We can learn as much good from Peter’s mistakes as we can learn from all the good he did.
Then Jesus said two things to encourage them:  
First, when the Son of Man comes back from heaven, with his Father’s glory and with his angels, to take over the world, he is going to reward those who have made sacrifices for him. 
Then Jesus added something very encouraging:  Some people who are here will prove so faithful to me that they are indeed going to lose their lives just as I am going to.  But before they die, they will see how real the Kingdom of God is.  They shall see what power Jesus has in this world before they have to leave it and go to heaven.  When their time comes to die, they will be so filled with the Spirit of God and his encouragement, that they will face death with a wonderful, miraculous hope in their minds and hearts.
About a week later, Jesus took Peter up a high mountain, together with James and John.  There he was changed into his heavenly glory.  And he was visited by Moses and Elijah.  What an awesome experience this was for the three of them!  

James would be killed by Herod Agrippa.  Peter would be killed by the emperor Nero.  John would be arrested as an old man and dumped or exiled on a lonely Greek island by order of another Roman emperor.  All of them never forgot what they had witnessed and experienced on top of that high mountain.  They died and suffered magnificently as a result.
So what did Jesus mean when he said to Peter,  Get behind me, Satan?
All of us must learn to be careful that Satan does not use us when we feel sorry for someone.  When there is trouble, the best thing we can do is to face it, rather than just wish that it would just go away.  
Satan saw how he could use the way Peter felt.  The devil does not only use hatred and nastiness and spitefulness to get his work done; he can even use kindness and caring and love.  But with Jesus, Satan’s attempt to use Peter’s desire to comfort and protect Jesus simply did not work.  
The mistake Peter made, that is so natural and understandable, is a very useful lesson for all of us who care about people.  Don’t let the devil get you to do what YOU want, or what you think people want, instead of what GOD wants.
It is at the last Passover that Peter comes strongly into the picture, and in most cases appears to get things wrong, or puts up a poor show.  
- First, he did not want Jesus to wash his feet when Jesus decided to wash the feet of all his disciples.  
- Next, Peter, James and John fell asleep when Jesus asked them to watch and pray in the Garden of Gethsemane [geth-se-m’nee].  
- Then Peter tried to prevent Jesus being arrested by drawing his sword and attacking one of the servants of the High Priest.  
- When that failed, Peter and all the others ran away, leaving Jesus in the hands of his enemies.  
What Peter did that evening does not sound at all good.  But Peter’s weaknesses or mistakes give us a much better idea of the strengths of Jesus’ character, and of the rightness of the Lord Jesus’ decisions and actions.  Peter’s failures show us clearly how noble Jesus was.  

That is our calling as Christians: to show, by what we do, or even by what we fail to do, how wonderful Jesus is.  Our mistakes and failures show that what is good in us is not our own inner selves, but the blessing of Christ in our lives.  In ourselves we are human and vulnerable, like everybody else, but with Christ in our lives, there is a lot of good in us.
At the Last Supper Jesus decided to wash the feet of his disciples.  He wanted to teach them a lesson, one last good lesson.  But Peter shook his head.  He could not go along with this.  Jesus was his master, his boss, and Peter was Jesus’ servant, and even his slave.  He could not let Jesus become his servant.  Peter was loyal and noble.  His respect for Jesus was very deep.  It was too strong for him to allow himself to let Jesus be his servant.  
But once he realised that Jesus was determined to do it, Peter then gave in and begged Jesus to do a good job of it.  “Wash my hands and my head as well,” he pleaded.  But Jesus answered, No, that is not necessary, because all of you, except one, are doing well.  I just want to wash your feet as a servant does, to show you how to humble yourselves and become like servants to one another.”  
In those days there were no tarred roads or pavements.  Wherever people went their feet got very dusty.  So when they came home for dinner, a servant would undo their sandals and wash their feet.  This was important because they reclined on a couch to eat.  Their feet were not under a table, but exposed to view.
One of the hardest things for us to learn is to put others first.  
But Jesus wanted to teach his friends to do that.
When Peter protested, it made it easier for Jesus to make his point, difficult though that is for all of us.  It is not easy to accept that God wants us to humble ourselves in order to look after one another.  So many Christians prefer to argue with one another, or compete with others.
In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus faced his greatest crisis.  He needed to pray.  He asked Peter, together with James and John, to stay with him and keep watch while he prayed.  Jesus wanted Peter and the other two to be with him when he faced his greatest danger and test in his whole life.  Peter was the sort of person Jesus wanted near him when he was desperate and frightened.  But Peter and the other two were tired, very tired.  Since Jesus knew his danger, he could not fall asleep.  Since this danger was rather vague to Peter as well as his companions, and they had just had a very good feast to celebrate the Passover, they could not stay awake.  Jesus woke them and told them to watch and pray, but each time he told them that, they fell asleep again.  Eventually Jesus just let them sleep, until Judas and the guard from the High Priests came to arrest him.
Once again Peter’s failure gave Jesus the opportunity to teach us all an important lesson about prayer.  Prayer is not easy.  Finding time to pray can also be a problem.  But prayer is important.  It can be the most important thing we can possibly do, something extremely vital.  We need it very much when we are in trouble.  We need it when there is trouble for others.  
One of the main problems with prayer is that when we get tired, we do not feel like praying.  We can eat even when we are tired, and we can watch TV when we are tired, but praying is the first thing to go when we get tired.  This happens to all of us, just as it happened to Peter and his two friends.  We all struggle with prayer, especially when we are tired and upset.  

Yet we need to remember that Jesus chose Peter, together with the brothers James and John, to be with him at the time of his greatest need.  They were the three that Jesus trusted and relied on most.  They were the men Jesus wanted for support when he had a serious problem.  We see here both their value to Jesus, and their limitations as they tried to support him.
When Jesus went to the Garden of Gethsemane, Peter had taken a sword with him.  During the Last Supper Peter had managed to find out from Jesus, through John, that it was Judas who was going to betray him.  Peter went prepared for whatever might happen.  
When the guard came to arrest Jesus, Peter attacked them.  It was a very brave thing to do.  He was hopelessly outnumbered, and was facing soldiers, but he was determined to protect and save Jesus, even if he got hurt or arrested or killed.  
But it was Jesus who stopped him and ordered him to put away his sword.  Peter had no other option or choice, but to obey his master, and to stop his gallant effort.  Jesus knew something that Peter did not know.  Jesus knew that God did not want him to fight or escape.  He knew this from carefully studying the Bible, and then from praying.  Peter did not know his Bible that well, and had fallen asleep out of exhaustion, instead of keeping watch and praying.  
It is a very hard thing to keep watch during the night when one is tired, as any soldier can tell you.  You have to keep forcing yourself to stay awake.  To then get yourself to pray on top of that is hard, very, very hard indeed.  It is easier to fight when one is tired than to pray.
But when Jesus ordered Peter to stop fighting, Peter did as he was told.  There are times when we need to fight, and there are also times when God does not want us to fight.  It is not easy to know what to do, and it is harder when we are tired.  But that is when prayer will be a tremendous help to us.  Prayer will get us God’s guidance.  When important things happen or big troubles come, that is when we must focus on prayer, even when we are tired and upset.  
If we get God’s guidance, we get God’s support.
When the gospels were written they were approved of by the apostles.  Since Peter was their leader, he would have been involved in reading and supporting those first three gospels.  The Apostle John’s gospel was written after Peter had been killed.  Peter would have insisted that his mistakes be recorded, especially by Mark whom he had trained.  
First of all, this shows us what kind of person Peter was.  He was humble and honest.  He was a genuine or authentic Christian.  But more than this, Peter felt that his mistakes could help others.  We all learn from our mistakes, just as we can learn from the mistakes of others. Everyone fails somehow, at some point, no matter how clever or important or successful anyone might be.  Leaders make even more mistakes than others because they have greater responsibilities.  Peter not only learnt from his own mistakes, but wanted others to learn from his mistakes as well.  In this way the Bible wants us to learn from Peter’s mistakes so that we would make fewer mistakes in life and especially as Christians.
Thanks to Peter’s humility, his humble openness about his mistakes, the gospels could concentrate on Peter’s faults and failings.  Thus Peter became the apostle who, more than any other, can help us with the mistakes we could so easily make and the faults we are likely to fall into.  One cannot be a Christian without making many mistakes.  Faith in Jesus Christ, and following Jesus, is a tough calling, and we do fail at many times and in many ways.  If we can just see our errors, as Peter could see his, God will use us, just as he used dear Peter.  We have a lot to learn as Christians, and often we have to learn the hard way.  Often the best lessons we ever learn are the hardest ones.  
It is also true that an important part of the Bible’s teachings is that we learn from the many mistakes by people recorded in Scripture.  This applies not only to learning from wicked or bad people how to avoid serious sin, but also learning from the mistakes of good people, so as to become better people ourselves.  The Bible is an excellent textbook on what’s right.

Unfortunately, what most people do when they make mistakes is to try to hide them.  The apostle Peter never did that.  It is very difficult to write the truth about oneself, especially the whole truth.  It is very difficult to write the truth about someone one respects and loves, who has died.  But that was what Peter wanted.  All four gospels testify quite clearly to that.  

If you read 1 and 2 Peter carefully you will see that Peter gives us lots of useful tips on how to live successfully as a Christian in this rough, hard world.  He put what he learnt from his mistakes to very good use for our benefit.  Peter was a rare kind of leader, a shepherd for God’s sheep.  He is a great blessing from God to us.
Peter was an honourable and noble man, a true Christian and a very great Christian leader, appointed by Jesus himself to lead the beginning of the Christian movement.

PETER’S GREATEST FAILURE

Peter’s greatest failure was the time he denied Jesus.  That was when Peter hated himself.  He cried bitterly when he realised what he had done.
Not long before the Passover Jesus informed Peter that the devil was going to get at him.  Satan was going to try to break Peter’s spirit and get him to give up his faith in Jesus.  But Jesus added that he would pray for Peter so that he would not go to pieces and give up his faith.  Jesus said that he would also pray that when Peter recovered from his weakness, he would strengthen other believers in their weaknesses.  

Then, before Jesus was arrested he had warned his disciples that danger was coming.  He told them that the Bible had predicted that all his followers would be scattered when Jesus had to face the hatred and violence of his enemies.  What the Bible said would happen had to happen, no matter what Peter felt or wanted to do.  

Peter responded by assuring Jesus that he would stand by him.  Peter was prepared to risk his life, or even lose his life, for the sake of Jesus.  But instead of thanking Peter, Jesus explained to him that Peter would deny him.  Jesus said: “You will deny that you know me three times before the cock crows in the morning.”  Peter disagreed.  He was determined to stick with Jesus, whatever happened, and whatever the cost.  But he could not argue with what the Bible said.  

Scripture prophesied that Jesus would stand alone,
when he became a sacrifice for our sins.
When Jesus was arrested, the disciples scattered.  They ran into the night to escape danger and find safety.  But Peter then decided to follow the squad that had captured Jesus.  He was determined to do what he could to help Jesus.  He kept a safe distance so that he would not be seen and arrested.  That was a sensible thing to do.  He ganged up with John, who was known at the palace of the High Priest.  John managed to arrange for Peter to get inside the courtyard.  To go into the place where Jesus was arrested was a brave thing for both John and Peter to do, and especially for Peter.  John was known in that place, but Peter was not.
As Peter went in the woman at the entrance asked him if he was someone who belonged to Jesus.  Peter answered that he did not know Jesus.  Peter then quietly joined a little group of people who worked for the High Priest and were sitting around a fire.  They said to Peter:  You are not one of his disciples, are you?  Peter answered:  No, I’m not.  
But there was a man who had been with the guard that had arrested Jesus, and he challenged Peter:  I saw you in the garden with him, didn’t I?  In fact, that man was related to the man that Peter had attacked with his sword.  They also pointed out to Peter that he had a Galilean accent.  Galilee was where Jesus had come from.  This put Peter under a lot of pressure.  They were picking on him, and that was dangerous.  Peter got not only irritated but afraid.  He became desperate and angry.  He panicked.  He swore that he had absolutely nothing to do with this man.  Then he got up and left the group.  
Somewhere in the night a cock crowed.
Peter remembered what Jesus had said.  
He went outside and bitterly sobbed his heart out.
What would you have said to Peter if you had turned up there at that moment?  What would you have tried to say to him?  How could you have comforted him?  
Whatever anyone may have tried to say to Peter would have been of no use.  There are times when we just cannot help people, especially if they have failed in some way.  That is the time to pray for them.  That is the time just to support them.  Sometimes LOVE AND PRAYER is all we can offer those Christians who fail, especially who fail as Christians.
The fact remains that the reason why Peter was crying so bitterly was because he loved Jesus so much.  He was utterly dedicated to the Lord.  He hated himself for having failed Jesus.

When Jesus rose from the dead, in triumph over his enemies, and in glory for his friends, the first apostle that he showed himself to was Simon Peter.  Jesus had no hard feelings for him.  Jesus did not feel let down in any way at all.  Everything that had happened to him had been the will of God.  It had been clearly prophesied in Scripture.  Jesus had known that.
Back in Galilee the disciples, led by Peter, went fishing.  But they caught nothing.  Then there was a man who stood on the beach, though they did not know who he was.  He shouted to them, “Young men, you haven’t caught anything to eat, have you?”  They answered, “No!”  He told them to let the net down on the starboard (the right) side because they would find fish.  When they did that, the net was so full of fish that it was too heavy for them to pull up into the boat.  They would have to drag the net in the water to the beach that was about 100 metres away.  
But when Peter realised that the man on the beach was Jesus, he jumped into the water and waded across to him.  Jesus had some breakfast cooking on the beach.  He invited the fishermen to bring some of the fish they had caught, and join him.
After breakfast Jesus spoke to Peter.  He spoke gently to him.  He called him by his original name, Simon John.  (Peter’s father’s name was John, so Simon’s surname was John.)
“Simon John, do you love me?”

Three times Jesus asked this question.  

Three times Peter answered, 

“Yes, Lord, I do.”

Three times Jesus responded by saying, 

“Then look after my people.  Take care of them for me.”
The third time that Jesus asked that question it hurt and upset Peter.  It reminded him of the time that he had let Jesus down by denying three times that he knew him.  But Jesus needed to ask Peter that question carefully and thoroughly.  This was because it was going to be hard for Peter to take over the work that Jesus had had set up.  He needed Peter to carry on with the good work.  So Jesus told him that it would mean that he was going to be arrested and killed as a result of serving Christ.  When Jesus asked Peter the third time it was not for Jesus’ sake.  He asked those three questions for Peter’s sake.  To serve Jesus at the cost of his own life Peter would have to start the work with a very, very, very deep love for Jesus.  The fact that Peter had let Jesus down was the very reason why he now loved him even more.  The fact that he now loved Jesus deeply was what would strengthen him to work for Jesus, and even be prepared to die for Jesus.  Peter loved Jesus with all his heart and soul, and with all his mind and his strength.  That is what God wants of all of us.  

Peter’s failure now made him love Jesus more than ever before.
Peter’s denial of Jesus would serve another very great and useful purpose.  When the persecution of Christians began from the time of Nero onwards, two things happened.  Some Christians suffered severely for their faith.  They would not give in to persecution, no matter how painful or dangerous it was.  On the other hand, there were Christians who could not take the suffering and the threat of danger.  They gave in to the persecution and denied that they believed in Jesus.  They did this to save their jobs, their homes, their families and themselves.  Eventually the persecution stopped.  It always does stop at some time, even if it goes on for a long time.  
When the persecution stopped, those people who had given up wanted to come back into the church.  But the people who had suffered and remained faithful did not want the people who had failed to come back.  They wanted nothing more to do with them.  This was the very reason why the gospels had included the sad, sad story of Peter’s failure.  If Jesus would take Peter back, and give him that vital work to do, then this is what the Lord wanted all his followers to do:  We are to be kind and helpful to those who fail, especially if they come under pressure or land in danger.  That is what the gospel is of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God:  He is full of kindness and always true and reliable and helpful.  Jesus used Peter’s failure to teach us such a good lesson:
God is good, even if we fail.
The fact that Peter’s denial of Jesus at the end of Jesus’ life and work is in all four gospels is most remarkable.  All the apostles loved and respected Peter.  All the Christians, especially Mark and Luke, thought very highly of him.  He was their leader.  Yet Peter wanted the sad story of his failure to be recorded for the whole world to know.  Keeping his own faults a secret would never help anyone, but telling the truth was going to help millions in all sorts of wonderful ways.  There are very, very few leaders who can match Peter for such humble honesty.  
It was Jesus Christ who made such a great man of him.  Peter was constantly with Jesus for two to three years.  Then he had the Spirit of Jesus for the rest of his life.  What Peter became as a Christian leader of the Christian church, was the result of the influence of the Lord Jesus Christ on his life.  All that Peter means to Christians comes from the training he received from 
Jesus, the Son of God, 
whom Peter chose to follow and serve.
1 PETER

Peter wrote his first letter from Rome, the capital city of the Roman Empire.  He wrote to the Christians in Turkiye.  They were the churches that Paul had started among the Gentiles.  Peter could see that persecution was coming.  He knew that it was going to spread through the Roman Empire, and he wanted to help the Christians to face opposition.  This letter was probably written in the early 60’s AD, about 30 years after Christ’s death and resurrection.
Peter said that the secret to facing persecution is to be faithful to the Lord.  Stand up for Christ.  Stand up for what you believe.  Don’t give in to being bullied or threatened, not even if you are put into prison.  

The way for a Christian to face opposition and being badly treated is to behave well.  While others do what is wrong to you, you do what is right to them.  Live a good life.  Keep your conscience clear.  Treat everyone well, even if they treat you badly.  Don’t look for trouble; don’t ask for trouble.  Do not ever be a nuisance.  Don’t compromise your principles.  Live a clean, honest life, a life of justice and integrity.  Never be a hypocrite!  

Do what is right, not only what God says is right, but also what people know is right.  If you live in a way that causes people to respect you, they will find it harder and harder to criticise you.  
Never disobey God.  Never disobey God even if it means that you have to disobey man.  Just behave well.  People respect someone who stands up for what is right and has a good conscience.
This is the same sort of message that we read about in the book of Hebrews [hee-broos].  The reason why Christians are different is because we live for God.  We don’t live just for ourselves.  We are different because we belong to a different world, a better one.  Heaven is our home, and we want to be fit for heaven when we die.  God has always wanted his people to be different, both in the Old Testament and in the New.
The Christian faith is not just about talk; it is about how we live.  It’s about our doing good to people.  We want God to be proud of us.  God will be very proud of those who stand up for the truth and are even willing to suffer for it.  What the world needs even more than leaders are people who live according to God’s way of life and standards.  
The greatest thing we can ever do is to suffer for what is right, to suffer for helping people, and especially, to suffer for believing in God.
The secret of the Christian life is hope.  This is what gives us courage.  A new world is coming, and with it a much better life.  This is not our home; our home is up there with God.

It is thanks to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, that we have this hope.  He suffered that we might have a wonderful future in heaven, even if we had an awful time in this world.

It is because we are going to a marvellous place that we ought now to live excellent lives.  Jesus suffered, bled and lost his life to make us decent people, people fit to go to heaven.  So that’s what we should now be, however hard life is for us.

Jesus Christ has been rejected by most people.  What we must do about that is show others how worthy he is of respect.  We do this by the good way we live.  As Jesus never sinned under any circumstances, we must always do what is right, no matter how people treat us.
One day we are all going to die, and the best thing about death is to be able to look back on how we have lived, without regrets.  This is because what happens after we die is much more important than whatever happened to us in this life.  Jesus does not only speak to us in this world, but will also have lots to say to us in the next one.  We want to be ready for that.
SOMETHING SPECIAL

Chapter 4 verse 6 is linked to chapter 3 verse 19.

Let’s take a quick, rough look at them together:

3.18:  Jesus died to bring you to God.

3.19:  He was put to death in his body but made alive in his spirit.

By his spirit he went to the spirits in prison and spoke to them.  He had an announcement to make.

These were the ones being disobedient when the patience of God waited in those days when Noah’s ark was being prepared.

In that ark only a few were saved, just eight of them.

4.5:  Everyone will have to give account to the one who is ready to judge both those who are alive, as well as those who are already dead.

4.6:  That is why the good news was also preached to the dead.  It was so that they might on the one hand be judged by the way they lived in their body, but also live God’s way in their spirit.

The enemies of God killed Jesus’ body, but they were not able to kill his spirit.  This is made clear to us by the resurrection of Jesus.  Jesus did not just rise from the dead.  He got his disciples ready to take over his work when he went back to heaven.  He also went, in the spirit, to the prison where the sinful dead people are, as spirits, waiting to be judged.  This tells us that Jesus is not only the Lord of all who live, but is also the Lord of all the dead.  On top of that he is also the Lord and King of heaven.  

Peter here tells us that there is not only a spiritual heaven but also a spiritual prison.  What is important about this is how we behave.  If the only thing we do is what we feel like doing, we are in danger of behaving badly.  If we do that we shall end up in prison when we leave this body and this life and this world.  The vital thing in our lives is to have a clear conscience.  We have to learn how to be self-controlled and do what is right.  We must get ourselves to do what is good with our short lives.  Our lives will soon end.  This world will also soon come to an end.  

What Peter tells us here is that the dead are very much alive.  Even the very ancient people in Noah’s time were alive as spirits when Jesus went, as a spirit, to preach to them.  God had waited very, very patiently for them to listen to him through his servant Noah.  Noah had warned them while he was building his ark.  It was huge, so it clearly took a long time to complete.  But no one would listen to Noah.  Now after being in prison so long until the time of Jesus, God spoke to them through the spirit of Jesus.  

We are cut off from the dead, and they are cut off from us, but the dead are not cut off from God.  God had contact even with those in the prison of the spirits through his Son whom he was about to raise from the dead.  In this life we put too much emphasis on our bodies and too little emphasis on our spirits.  Our spirits should be more important, and vital, to us than our bodies that we look after so much.

The problem with life in our body is that we are inclined to sin.  Human nature is in the grip of sin.  The reason why Jesus died, and then rose from the dead, was to break the grip that sin has upon our lives.  He came to convert us from loving our body to putting our spirit first.  This is the great change that we experience when we become Christians.  We come to realise that God is real, and that heaven is near.  We wake up to the fact that the spirits of people who won’t listen to God end up in prison.  We then see how important it is that we live with a clear conscience.  We need to listen to God’s prophets and apostles who knew the truth.  
As God was patient with people in the past, he will also be patient with us.  But we must come right while we live.  We are soon going to be judged by God for the way we have lived.  We must be prepared to answer for what we have done throughout our days.  We have to get right by facing up to our foolishness, and then stay right by listening carefully to God.  
The resurrection of Jesus from the dead tells us two most important things:  First, that Jesus has conquered death.  He has solved our biggest problem that no one else in history has been able to.  This is why he is now the ruler of the Kingdom of God, as well as of the whole world.  He is the highest authority of both the living and the dead.  He has promised that he is going to return to take over the world, and bring us lasting peace and happiness.

In the light of this hope, we must stop sinning and misbehaving.  We have to learn how to control how we think and how we live.  We need to stop being stupid and to listen to God.  We must learn to do as he says.  We shall soon wish that we had done that.

Peter is the only apostle to tell us about Jesus preaching to the dead.  No one else in the New Testament reveals anything about this great mystery to us.  Only Peter had the authority from the Lord to reveal this bit of secret information to us.
2 PETER

When Peter wrote his first book all the churches accepted it as a part of the New Testament, and a part of the Bible.  But when he wrote his second book most of the churches and their leaders were not so sure.  By then there was so much false teaching, all of it calling itself Christian.  All sorts of people were writing gospels and letters to the churches.  Many of them were claiming that they had been written by the apostle Peter.  In the early centuries of the Christian church there were huge amounts of “letters by Peter.”  The churches and their leaders were uncertain about them.  They did not want people to think that something that someone just made up was a book from God.  
What might have caused some confusion was that Peter’s first letter begins with the confident words:  “Peter, an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ,” while the second letter begins with the more humble words:  “Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ.”  So the church fathers checked all these letters and writings, carefully, over many, many years.  It took over 200 years before the whole church was sure that 2 Peter was written by Peter himself.  And that it wasn’t someone just calling himself the apostle Peter.
2 Peter is a very powerful epistle, or letter.  If one reads it carefully it is scary and frightening.  There do come times when the only reason why we do not do what is wrong is because we are worried about the consequences.  That is why Peter wrote the book.  It is to put us off sinning against Almighty God.  This book has caused thousands of Christians to fear God, and not go along with the crowd who live recklessly and badly.  So many awful tragedies happen in the world, but obeying God will save many people from many of them.  Lots of people who listened to 2 Peter will thank him in heaven for having warned them not to be stupid.  It is because there is so much teaching that is false that we all need to know clearly what is God’s truth.
It is so important to get our lives right.  To do this we need to listen very carefully to what the Bible has to teach us.  It is vital that we listen to the truth, and learn about the truth, and believe the truth, and live by the truth.  If one believes what is false or wrong, one will go wrong in life.  If you listen to the news, you will see that tragedies are going on all over the world, all the time.  Unfortunately, there are lots of people, even powerful people, who want everyone to believe them.  There are even people who are fighting against God.  They do this by encouraging people to ignore God and his commandments.  They simply will not listen to all the warnings God has given mankind.  God says that he will punish those who choose to live sinful lives.  We must never allow ourselves to be tricked and misled by any godless people.  We must learn to live good lives.
In Matthew 17 there is an interesting account of how Jesus got Peter to pay the temple tax.  Remember that Matthew wrote to the Jews.  When Jesus was in Capernaum the people who collect tax for the temple paid a visit to Peter and asked him:  Your teacher does pay the temple tax, doesn’t he?  Yes, he does, said Peter.  Then, as Peter walked into his home Jesus was the first to speak.  He made three points:  

- First, the temple should have been paying Jesus and Peter for the good work they were doing for God.  

- Secondly, Jesus told Peter to pay the tax.  He said it should be done so as not to offend the religious authorities in the temple.  

- Thirdly, Peter was able to get that tax from God.  God provided it by one of Jesus’ great miracles.  Jesus told Peter to go fishing with a line.  He was to open the mouth of the first fish he caught.  He would find money in it!  It would be the exact amount for the tax of both Peter and Jesus!!
One of the ways in which our faith will be tested is in the matter of money: how we pay our debts, and how we pay authorities what we should.

If we get our thinking about God wrong, our lives will go wrong and we shall end up ruined.  We must let the Bible get our thinking about God right.  In that way we can live properly and decently, and end our lives successfully.  We should live so that we are ready for the Lord Jesus Christ to return from heaven with God’s holy angels.  To do this in the face of so many people’s opposition and resentment calls for courage.  We get the spirit of courage and honour from the Bible.  
Courage and honour are the sign that our faith in the living God is genuine.
One thing we need to be careful of is that what we believe is not something we just talk about.  What matters is how we live, and how we treat others.  We should do whatever good we can to anyone, and especially to fellow believers.  Christianity is about action, not just talk.  What everyone needs is that we are led by the truth of God, and that 
we live God’s way of life..
A BIBLE STUDY for the Young

Translated and explained from the Hebrew

1 PETER
CHAPTERS 4 & 5

Chapter 4
4.1-6  SUFFERING WITH CHRIST 

In the time of Noah God saved him and his family from the flood by means of the ark.  But now God has saved us from sin and death by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
1Christ suffered.  He lived a real human life and suffered heartache and pain.  Therefore, you should also learn how to be willing to suffer, and train yourselves to be prepared to suffer heartache and pain.  It is through having suffered that one has stopped sinning.  2Suffering helps us to give up sinning.  As followers of Christ, we prefer to suffer rather than to sin.
You should no longer simply live for 3what people usually want or crave.  Stop doing just what you feel like doing.  Instead, while you have got a body and live on earth, you ought to live the rest of your lives by doing the will of God.  Live the way God wants you to live, instead of giving in to your feelings.
No, the time for doing what’s wrong has gone on for long enough.  You cannot carry on living the way the crowd wants to behave.  They want to be naughty.  They like to be rude and do what is not decent.  They get up to all sorts of ugly and shameful and disgusting behaviour: they long to have free sex and get drunk and go wild at parties.  They love to drink themselves silly so that they can behave in irresponsible ways.  Instead of respecting God they care only about themselves and drink and sex.  That is idolatry!  It’s a false way of living, living without principles and standards, living just to enjoy oneself.
People like that get upset if you are not keen to plunge into their foolishness with them.  They resent it if you don’t want to be as reckless and daring as they are in their bad behaviour.  They cannot understand you and they become unpleasant and insulting.  
Well, they will have to give that all up and then give account to God for what they have done.  God is getting ready to judge us all, whether we are living or whether we are dead.  No one can escape God’s judgement that is coming.
That’s why 4the good news was preached also to those people who are dead.  It was done so that although they might be condemned because of their wrong behaviour while they were human beings with faults, yet they might live God’s way as a spirit.
1Christ:  Christ is not a name.  It is a title like Doctor or Coach or Captain.  
Christ basically means two things:  

- Christ means the person God has chosen to be our Leader.  And, 

- Christ means the person God has chosen to save us from our sins, so that we shall not be condemned by God for what we have said and done.
Christians (Christ-ians) are people who believe this.
2Suffering helps us to give up sinning:  Suffering is a part of life.  All of us suffer, and we are all going to suffer.  But there are three kinds of suffering:  
(1.)  There is suffering because we have done something wrong and deserve it.  
*  That is the suffering of punishment.  
It is sad to have to suffer that way, just because we did not believe in what was right.
(2.)  Repentance is also painful.  It is another form of punishment.  It can involve agony and trauma and deep regret in our soul.  As Jesus suffered as a sacrifice to God for our sins, so we also suffer for our sins.  Suffering is what makes many people hate their sins.

Repentance means admitting that we have sinned against God.  We have disobeyed him and broken his laws.  We have not kept his commandments.  Repentance not only means that we are sorry, but that we shall sort out whatever it is that we should not have done.  Repentance may also mean that we must decide to do whatever it is that we should have done for God, because he commanded it.

Confession and repentance are embarrassing.  They are humiliating.  We feel foolish and ashamed of ourselves.  We regret what we have done.  We have to face the fact that we are our own worst enemy.  We have no excuses to make.  It is painful!  All we can do is open our heart, and be open and honest about whatever is wrong with us.  Admit it, and put it right, so that it does not happen again.
It is by repentance, true, genuine repentance, that we can get a clear conscience.  On top of that we shall be able to face God happily when we meet him.  And what is also more important than our pride or anything else in this world, is that if we have repented, we shall be able to stand, unafraid, when we are judged by God.
*  That is the suffering of repentance.  

Most people do not like to suffer that way, and will find any excuse to avoid repenting.

(3.)  Then there is suffering because we have NOT done what’s wrong.  One can get into trouble for doing what is right.  One example is getting into trouble for telling the truth.  But more important than that is getting into trouble because we believe in what is true and right.  We can be hated because we stand up for what is right, or because we are Christians.  Many people don’t like that, and if they don’t like it, and therefore don’t like us, we could suffer as a result.  

*  That is suffering for what we believe and for what is right.  

This suffering is what God is going to reward in a glorious way.
This is what Peter is talking about.  Christianity really means following Christ.  Jesus Christ came to get rid of our sin.  It is only if our sin is gone that we can get into heaven.  If we hang onto sin, and continue to sin, we shall not be accepted by God.  But to get rid of our sin Jesus had to suffer.  It cost him a terrific amount of pain to get rid of our problem of sin.  
Once we believe in him and what he has done for us, we can tackle the problem of our own sin.  However, sin has had such a grip on us, and on the whole world, that it is going to be a big struggle for us to break away from sin and start to live a good life.  Not only did Christ Jesus suffer to deal with our sin, but so do we.  
Sin is connected to such things as pleasure and selfishness.  Righteousness is connected to such things as duty and unselfishness.  There is always a price to be paid for these.  A price means suffering of some sort.  When we are willing to suffer for the sake of what is right, we are better able to resist the temptation to sin.  When we are willing to struggle, and even suffer, for the sake of others. we become less tempted by sin.
To believe in Jesus Christ means to follow him as believers and his disciples.  To do that we must appreciate and value his suffering.  This will make us willing to suffer for him just as he suffered for us.  Christians prefer to suffer for the Lord, for truth, and for righteousness rather than enjoy what is wrong or false or godless.  God’s people would rather struggle or suffer because we care about others, than demand whatever it is that we would like.  We would rather face a problem that people have and struggle with, than ignore people with a need.
The more willing we are to suffer for what is right, 

and the more willing we are to struggle for the sake of others,

the less likely we are to sin.
3what people usually want or crave:  Peter is talking here about wanting things we should not want.  We have two very big problems or struggles in life.  
- The one big problem is that there are so many people doing what is wrong.  Everyone is doing it.  It’s hard to be different.  
- The second big struggle is that there is something in us that we find hard or impossible to control.  Even if one knows what is wrong, one goes and does it.  Why are we like that?  Even if one knows what is right, and tries one’s best, one sometimes fails to do it.  We just cannot get a proper grip on ourselves at times.  Everyone has this problem.  That is what the apostle Peter means by craving.  It is a powerful desire in us.  Afterwards we are so sorry or angry with ourselves for what we did.  It is not only children who do this.  Adults do as well.  In fact, adults are worse than children.
4the good news was preached also to those people who are dead:  
The gospel is closely connected not only to sin, but also to death.  People may not want to admit that they have sinned and face up to it, but they cannot ignore or be ignorant of the fact that we are all going to die.  Peter’s comfort is that the gospel was preached to a lot of people.  Many were still alive, but many had died.  Yet they were not dead.  They were now living as spirits.  
And as we are waiting to die, so the living spirits are waiting for the resurrection of their body.  But they live, and enjoy living.  

Thanks to the gospel of faith in Jesus Christ, death is NOT the end of the road for us.  If we believe, we live on as spirits in heaven.  We live on because we believed the gospel before we died.
4.7-11  HOW TO LIVE PROPERLY AS A CHRISTIAN
But, 1the end of the whole of this life is near.  That is why you people must now get a grip on yourselves.  Be sensible and self-controlled.  Stay calm and thoughtful, so that you can pray to God.  You need him...
Above all else make sure that you make special efforts to have love for people.  This is because where you love others, God is more willing to forgive them their many faults and errors and foolishness.  2Love buries lots of sins.  If you can put up with them, God is also prepared to do that.
You should be friendly and generous toward one another.  Do it willingly and cheerfully, without complaining about it.
Each one of you has received some or other gift from God.  It is to be used for the benefit of all of you.  So use it for the others.  You are all responsible to God for those different gifts that he has been so good to give to you who believe.
If you can speak, then say something for God.  If you can be useful, use the ability and strength God has supplied you with.  Do this so that as much as possible God gets respected and honoured.  Do it as a Christian so that God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.  God deserves honour and supreme authority forever and ever.  
A Christian should be proud of God.  
1the end of the whole of this life is near:  People have a problem with this statement.  Many people say that two thousand years have passed since Peter said that, so how could he have said that the end has drawn near?
Peter is writing to warn us against careless and sinful living.  People who live thoughtlessly and foolishly have absolutely no idea how soon their way of living is going to come to an end.

Actually, when one reads this statement in the original Greek it is even clearer than the English translation.  In Greek it says that the end of the whole of this life has come near.  It has already come near enough for us to benefit from it.  The time when God tolerated people behaving badly has gone.  Once Christ came into our world he brought the solution to sin.  He brought the answer to how to live.  He has made it possible for all of us to live properly.  We need no longer be caught in the grip of sin.  The end has come for all excuses for living sinfully.  
Because of Christ’s suffering for our sin there is no longer any reason for anyone to live in a pathetic or disgusting way.  We are now able to get rid of what is wrong with us, and believe in the One who can get us right with God.
2Love buries lots of sins:  This is a quote from Proverbs 10.  There it means that we must not talk about people’s sins or spread ugly rumours about them.  If we know about someone’s faults, it is a kindness to say nothing about it to anyone.

From the human point of view Peter has here produced one of the great verses in the Bible.  

Many people, and many Christians, find it very difficult to love certain people, especially those who cause trouble.

What we have to do first is to understand love.  
The most basic idea of love is that 
one wants to see someone get to heaven in the end.  
One does not want to see that person go to hell at the end of his or her life.

The problem is that people sin.  They sin not only against God but also against us.  This makes it hard for us to be patient with them or kind to them.  But even though they cause us trouble there are still certain people that we want to get to heaven.  Once we have that attitude it not only changes the way we feel about them, but also helps us treat them properly despite the problems they make for us.  
We see this most clearly in family life:  There are lots of arguments and fights about all sorts of things, but in the end we prefer to be at peace with one another.  There may be tension between me and my brother, but if someone else tries to hurt him I will forget our quarrels and spats and stand up for him.  That is what love is about.
Here Peter is talking about such things as drunkenness and sexual immorality and living wildly and foolishly.  It puts a tremendous strain on others who have to live with those people doing such things.  Yet we sometimes see a wife who still loves her drunken husband, or parents who won’t give up loving their immoral son, or a girl who loves her wild and foolish sister.  What Peter is saying is that we must keep up loving even those who make life painful for us.  
This is because of two very important things:
- As we love people it can help them.  When people are disliked and despised because they have gone wrong and become bad it does NOT help them.  It makes them worse.  When they slip into sin but someone still loves them, it does make them more sensitive to their problem and the problems they are causing others.  There are many times when love wins in the end.
- Love is what God wants.  God supports love.  He supports it especially where it is hard and painful, and where the person doing the loving suffers for it.  That is how God suffered for us.  We see that clearly in the life and death of his Son, Jesus the Christ.  So, when God sees us putting love into practice despite the fact that it is hard or frustrating, he is on our side.  If we can be patient, God will be patient.  If we care about someone who has gone wrong, God will care about that person.  If we put up with sin, God will be willing to be patient with that person who is sinning.  If we can forgive, God will want to forgive.  This helps tremendously in dealing with the problem of sin.  When God works on the person we are trying to help, there is hope.  What God himself says is that

Love buries lots of sins.

4.12-16  HOW TO SUFFER AS A CHRISTIAN 

Dear friends, don’t be disturbed or shocked should severe or painful trouble come to you because of your faith.  It happens in order to show what kind of Christian you are.  Can you take it?  1Can you keep faith with God?  Don’t think that this has never happened to anyone else before.  Don’t despair.  Don’t get depressed.  Don’t give up!  DO...NOT...GIVE...UP!
What it really means is that you are a partner of Christ, sharing in his sufferings.  This should cheer you up and strengthen you to be able to cope with your problems.  You are sharing Christ’s sufferings so that when Christ appears from heaven in glory, you may celebrate this with great excitement.  It will make all your suffering with him, and for him, well worthwhile.
If you people are insulted because you believe in Christ, you are blessed.  You are most fortunate.  You are to be congratulated!  For what is inspiring you is an excellent and honourable spirit.  It is the Spirit of God!  
But if any of you suffer it must be for a good reason.  You must never suffer just because you have hurt someone or stolen something or caused trouble, 2nor because you poke your nose in other people’s business.  Christians should never suffer for behaving badly.
But if anyone suffers as a Christian, he must not feel bad about it.  Never be ashamed of that!  Rather, stand up for God as 3a Christian.  Be proud of him.  Let your Christian faith bring honour to God.
1Can you keep faith with God?  This is the great and important test for all Christians everywhere.  Can we keep faith with God when we have to suffer?

What the Apostle and Martyr Peter is talking about is suffering because we are Christians.  There are millions of Christians being persecuted because they believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and the Saviour of the world.  We must pray for them that they not only get God’s help and support, but also so that they do not give up their faith.  They are the great heroes of our time.  They are going to be respected and applauded when they get to heaven.  They are going to be magnificently rewarded and honoured when Jesus Christ returns at the end of the world.

But Peter’s words do also have another meaning for us.  If we Christians have to suffer in any way, we must keep faith with God.  If ever we struggle, or go through pain or disappointment, we must march in step with the Lord.  One day we are going to be very proud that we did not give up on God when things went badly wrong for us.  We bring respect and honour to God when we keep faith with him.  This is especially so if we have to go through difficult personal times.  If we honour him in this way he is also going to honour us.  We just have to wait for that.  
How proud we shall be if we managed to remain true to God when trouble crashed down upon us!  How good our story is going to be when in the end we proved that we had genuine faith in God!  We must keep going through bad times.  We must live the genuine Christian life even if we get hurt, even if we lose out, even if people turn against us.  We must face any kind of suffering the way true Christians should.  Our faith is always in God, whatever happens to us.
2nor because you poke your nose in other people’s business.  Here Peter is warning us against doing something Christians may be tempted to do.  Out of keenness and enthusiasm some Christians may try to force their views and religious beliefs onto people who don’t want them.  Christians are not to make a nuisance of themselves.  The people we try to influence are people who have become interested in what we believe in.  We are not called to argue with people.  We are called to help them.

3a Christian:  For the whole life-time of the apostles the word Christian was an insult.  If people believed in Christ, then the Gentiles and unbelievers called them Christians.  They used this word to criticise and discourage them.  The word Christian was spoken with a sneer.  That is how Peter is using this word “Christian” here.  But in the next century the church began to call themselves Christians.  They became proud of their faith in Christ, even though they were persecuted and mocked.  Nowadays Christians are respected - IF they behave the way they should.
4.17-19  BE PREPARED TO BE JUDGED 

We must respect God because it’s time for judgement to begin.  And 1judgement begins with God’s people, his own family.  And if God’s judgement begins with us, what is the final result going to be for people who refused to obey the good news that God has given us?
Even a good and righteous person will not find it easy 2to get through God’s judgement successfully.  If that’s the case, what is it going to be like for someone who is godless and sinful to come before God?  Where is he going to end up?
So then, those suffering because it is God’s will must commit their souls to One who is a faithful Creator for protection and safety.  The way to do this is by 3doing whatever good they can.
1judgement begins with God’s people:  An important part of the work that Jesus Christ came to do was to prepare us for Judgement Day.  We are all going to be judged.  We are going to be judged for what we have done, every day.  This is an awesome prospect for all of us.  It is not just criminals who are going to be judged.  We all have to be ready to give account to God for how we have lived.  God is keeping records of how we live.  When we have to face God, those records will be opened up.  All of us will have to face this Great Examination of our lives.  
Christ came to get us ready for this.  He came to show us how to live, how to understand God’s laws and put them into practice.  He came to give us his Holy Spirit, which is God’s Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit helps us to do what God wants us to do.  If we live God’s way and do what is right, God will be pleased with us and proud of us.  If we fail to obey God and do not keep our conscience clear, God will not be happy with us.
There are many Christians who will be nervous at the prospect of being judged by God.  But if this is how some Christians may feel, how will people feel who have not believed Christ, and have not tried to obey God?  That will be awful - anyone’s worst nightmare!  
We must all be careful NOT to forget that we, and everyone else, are going to be judged by God at the end of our lives.  We need to be reminded of this from time to time.  

2to get through God’s judgement successfully:  The apostle Peter was someone who knew what he was talking about.  He had been thoroughly trained by the Lord Jesus Christ.  Even a student who has worked well, and done his best, is nervous when the exam results are due to come out.  That is how it will also be with us when our turn comes to answer God’s questions.  Will God be pleased with everything we have done?  Will Christ Jesus be proud of us?  Shall we be able to pass the Perfect test, the most important examination of our lives?
If we have believed in Christ and obeyed God, we shall be able to face judgement.  If Jesus supports us, we cannot fail.  If we have listened to God, he will accept us.  He definitely will accept us!  There can be no doubt about that – no doubt whatsoever!  God has promised that.
But it won’t be easy!  It won’t just be a piece of cake.  We need to be careful about how we live.  The secret is to study the Bible properly and diligently, and live by it day by day.  
3doing whatever good they can:  The Bible tells us how to face trouble and suffering.  It is to concentrate on doing whatever good we can, and to trust our Creator to look after us, because he is faithful.  The real secret to successful living is to do what is good and right, and what helps and encourages others.  
God has given us all the ability and the means to be able to do something useful.  We can all do something good, something worthwhile, something helpful, something that will be welcomed and appreciated.  One gets a lot of satisfaction from that.  It’s actually quite exciting at times.  If you really want to feel good then do something good.
A useful life is a good life.  Doing good is the best way to live.  The more good we try to do, the less sins we shall commit.
This is how God wants us to live: 
We should do whatever good we can.
Chapter 5
5.1-5  HOW TO LOOK AFTER GOD’S PEOPLE 

Peter now tells the leaders of any church to look after the believers in the church.
Because we are all going to suffer and also be judged, I want to make a special appeal to those 1in your churches who are elders.  2I am also an elder like you, and have been a reliable witness of Christ’s suffering.  I have even taken part in Christ’s magnificent glory that is going to come in a way that everyone can see it.
Look after the group of believers that you are in charge of, that belong to God.  Don’t feel that you are in any way forced to care for them, but rather do it because you want to.  Do it for God.  Don’t do it for the money or the pay.  Look after God’s people just because you are willing and keen to do it for the Lord.
Do not see yourselves as the boss of the believers who have been given to you for you to take care of them.  Instead, lead them by example.  Show the whole group how to live a Christian life by the way you yourselves live.
We are just waiting for the time when the Chief Shepherd, the real Boss, comes back and the whole world gets to see him and know him.  That’s when you will get the tremendous reward that God has promised.  You will have, forever and ever, 3a gold medal that you can always be truly proud of.
In the same sort of way those 4men who are younger should look up to those who are senior.  They should be willing to listen to them and accept their authority.  In fact, 5everyone should become humble and treat one another with respect.  6Serve one another.  Make sure that you do this because, as it says in the book of Proverbs: 
God fights a war against those who are arrogant, 
who think too highly of themselves, 
and who regard others with disrespect or contempt.
but he shows favour and kindness to 7those who are humble.  
He gives them his support.  proverbs 3
1in your churches who are elders:  Every church needs leadership.  Usually this is provided by those who are senior.  The seniors are in charge of the church.  This is called eldership, and those who have this responsibility are called elders.

2I am also an elder:  Although Peter is the leader of the whole Christian church, he calls himself an elder.  He does not see himself, or regard himself, as their boss.  He is their leader and guide.  He is their friend.  He is one of them.  He had known Jesus, as those elders he is writing to did not.  Peter is using his knowledge of Jesus to help them to be leaders of Christian people.
3a gold medal that you can always be truly proud of:  What Peter actually says here is “a crown of glory that shall never fade.”  The Greeks were very keen on their Olympic games.  They invented the Olympic Games.  In their competitions there was only one winner.  He would be declared the victor, and would be rewarded with a wreath of leaves that was placed on his head.  He was then proclaimed the champion.  It was the highest honour any athlete could ever get.  It was a most noble achievement.  He would be shown the highest respect, the champion crowned with glory.  
Peter is saying that when Jesus returns, and takes over the whole world as it king forever, he is going to reward those who have looked after and cared for his people.  Their reward is going to be glorious, and shall be forever and ever.  Taking care of believers for Christ is gold medal stuff.  
Athletes train very hard to be able to win.  In the same way Christian leaders should do their very best for their people, and for their Lord.  It’s a tremendous achievement to have been a good leader for Christians.
4men who are younger:  It is very hard for young men to be humble.  It is extremely difficult for them sometimes to accept the authority of those who are senior to them, and do as they are told, especially if they disagree with the one giving them their orders.

There are times when what seniors decide and say is wrong.  Younger people don’t have to agree with them all the time.  But Peter’s point is that you do what you can to co-operate.  Treat older people with respect.  Listen to them.  See how you can be useful to them.
5everyone should become humble:  We have to change our attitude.  We have to adopt a better attitude.  We need to help one another instead of arguing with one another.

6Serve one another:  In the Greek Peter is saying:  Put on an apron and fasten it to yourself.  Be a waiter, one who serves a customer.  When one is looking for something that one needs, which one cannot find in a large shop, it is good to hear someone say, “How can I help you?”  To be humble simply means to be helpful to others.
7those who are humble:  Peter here uses a word for humble that was not, and is not, popular.  In those days people had a low opinion of anyone who was “humble.”  It was, and still is, seen as a weakness.  Many were ashamed of those who were humble.  They were regarded as doormats or walkovers.  People thought that such people had no backbone, no fighting spirit.
But Jesus has taught us that such an attitude is not always right.  Peter is not talking about being afraid or cowardly.  He is talking about respecting others.  He means that we must treat them decently.  Instead of demanding what we want, we look at what others need.  It does not mean to cringe; it means to be helpful.  We should learn to be unselfish, because people do need our support.
5.6-7  HUMBLE YOURSELF AND TRUST GOD 

So then, humble yourselves.  Become someone who serves the good interests of others.  Put yourselves under God’s authority, and rely on him to provide the means of help for you to be useful and to do what is worthwhile.  God has powerful and excellent means by which to support you and your efforts.  He is in perfect control of everything, and he decides whatever happens.  Do things his way and he will lift you up to succeed with dignity and honour.  God has a definite time in the future when he will do this for you.
If you become humble then the thing to do with 1everything that troubles you is 2to give all of it up to God.  This is because God is interested in your problems.  He is concerned about all of them.  He cares all about every one of them.  They are so important to him because he cares for you.
1everything that troubles you:  Peter uses a Greek word that explains quite a bit about the sort of troubles that we all have.  
- He is talking about the problems that we have in this life.  All those problems we shall no longer have when we get to heaven.  
- These are all sorts of trouble that trouble us, that worry us, that upset us.  
- Two of our main problems are getting what we need, and also worrying about the future.  
- Another big source of worry for many people is caring about other people and their problems.  
- Then, in ancient times, the word was also used for those times when we get frustrated, when things just come one on top of another.  Or when we are doing something important that needs us to focus on it, and then other unexpected problems suddenly interrupt us and force us to turn our attention to them.  These are called irritations, and they get under our skin; they really annoy us.
2to give all of it up to God:  How do we give it all up to God?  The word “put” that Peter uses in the Greek helps us understand how to do that.  
- This was what people did when they brought those who were sick to Jesus.  They put the sick people near Jesus so that he could see them, and heal them when he was ready to do so.  The point is that they were sure that Jesus would make those who were suffering, better, that is, completely better.  
- Another meaning was to take off one’s cloak and put it down on a bench so that one could work on something without the cloak getting in one’s way.  Or take one’s clothes off and put them in the wash clothes basket to get cleaned and ironed so that one could have fresh clothes for another time.  
- The word was also used for throwing things off the boat that one did not want, like rubbish or kitchen waste.  Just put them into the sea.
- Another interesting use of the word was simply to lie down, as animals do when they are tired or need to lie in the shade.  They put themselves down onto the ground in order to rest awhile.  
For us it means put our problem in God’s hands, for he will look after it.  

Trust God, and relax.
All we need to do is understand this, believe it – and do it.

5.8-9  DO NOT GIVE IN TO THE DEVIL

When you have troubles, stay calm.  Don’t get confused.  Don’t panic!  Just be careful, wide awake and careful.  When trouble comes it is because your enemy the devil is at work.  1He wants to criticise you, and get you to do what’s wrong.  2He is nasty.  He pretends that he is powerful.  He wants to frighten you, as if he is a great big dangerous lion.  He likes to roar to scare or intimidate you.  He is always sniffing around looking for opportunities to break you down and swallow you up.  
Don’t be afraid.  Just stand up to him!  Don’t give in to him.  Be firm and strong in what you believe.  Keep up your confidence in God.  You can also see the same sort of suffering forced on those who belong to your Christian family.  You are not the only ones that the devil is attacking.  Don’t give in to him.  Stay true to the Christian faith.
1He wants to criticise you and get you to do what’s wrong:  The devil’s work is to get people to be unkind and nasty to us.  He gets them to say things to us that annoy us, or things about us that hurt.  When we get hurt, he hopes that we will give up believing in God.  

The devil’s main work is to get us to do what’s wrong.  He wants us to disobey God.  Once we fall for his tricks and do what is sinful, the devil feels that he has won a fight against God.  
Once we have done something wrong, it is easy for the devil to get someone to criticise us and make us feel bad.  His whole intention is to break down our confidence in God and in ourselves.  
2He is nasty.  He pretends that he is powerful:  There are two things that we must always remember about the devil.  The first is that he is really a nasty piece of work.  It is hard to understand how ugly and horrible and cruel he is.  
But the really important thing to remember is that he is not as powerful as he wants us to think he is.  He wants to destroy us, but we can resist him.  He is like a bully that backs off if you stand up to him.  So often we get scared or frightened by things going wrong, when there is actually no need to panic or worry.  
5.10-11  GOD WILL GET US RIGHT
But we have a wonderful God.  1God is good, lovely and kind.  He has invited and selected us to join him 2in his eternal glory.  We shall be there with Christ forever.  But before that, for a little while, 3we shall suffer.  We shall not suffer much.  But, after we have suffered, God will get all things properly right.  He will get us right.  He will make us better people.  We shall be what we ought to be.  He will strengthen our soul and character.  We shall be stable and reliable.  We shall be able to face life and get the best out of it.
God has the power and authority to do all this for us, fortunately.  We praise him for that.  We know for sure that he will do this for us.  4Amen!
1God is good:  “The God of all goodness” is how Peter says it.  God cares for us.  He wants us to be happy.  He wants us to come right.  He wants us to love him because he loves us.  He has a lot of goodwill toward us.  If we have gone wrong, he would love to see us come right.  He will gladly help us to get right.  He gives us gifts and supports us.  He wants to be proud of us and reward us.  God’s goodness toward us is spiritual.  It is designed to get us to heaven where we shall be safe and happy and useful forever.
2in his eternal glory:  It is very difficult to explain God’s glory.  It really is too wonderful and lovely for us to understand.  But let’s try to get a little glimpse of it.

God’s glory is where Jesus Christ is now.  He is in charge of it.  We know what a wonderful person he is.  And once we get to heaven, we shall be like him.  That is how wonderfully good God is to us.

God has a very good reputation in heaven.  Everyone respects and loves him.  They all adore him!  Glory is when everybody likes you and wants you, and no one dislikes you or is not interested in you.  God wants us all to be loved and wanted and respected by everybody, everybody without a single exception.
God is worshiped because he is honourable.  He is magnificent, splendid, excellent, and absolutely perfect.  And he wants us to see and enjoy all this honour and greatness, this real, true greatness.  He wants us to be there and be a part of it.  He wants us to be proud of him and his kingdom, and he even wants his whole kingdom to be proud of us too.

Heaven is brilliant because God is brilliant.  And it will be brilliant for us to be there.  We are going to end up brilliant ourselves, because that is what Jesus is going to make us to be.  His kingdom is designed to glorify him, and when we have done that, his kingdom is also designed to glorify us.  It is astonishing that God wants us to believe in his glory so that we may end up sharing in his glory.  The more we worship and value his goodness, the more of that goodness we are going to enjoy.
Glory is when we have a marvellous sense of confidence, complete confidence in God’s goodness.  When this confidence fills our soul, life is good.

3we shall suffer:  All sort of things go wrong for us, for all of us, in this life.  Even people who love God will suffer.  Many things will happen that will be unpleasant for us, that will hurt us, that will get us worried or scared.  People will be unkind to us and will even harm us.  They will cause us trouble and treat us badly.  We shall lose out in different ways.  People we like, or even love, will die.
But every kind of suffering will come to an end.  No matter how we suffer God will be there for us.  When we see suffering, God will oversee our suffering.  God will use our suffering for our good.  He will build up our characters through our suffering.  The only reason why we shall suffer is for some important good to come of it.  God will see to that.  He will also see to it that we don’t suffer too much.
4Amen:  Amen means that we know for sure.  We have full confidence in God.  We trust that God will do whatever he says.  We want God to succeed, and we want to obey God.  That’s what Amen is about.  It’s an old Hebrew word from the Old Testament that got firmly into the New Testament too.  It has also got into our language when we pray and worship as well.  Many languages use this comforting word.
5.12-14  PETER SENDS GREETINGS TO HIS FRIENDS

I have used 1my reliable and dependable friend and fellow-believer Silas to write this to you.  In my opinion he is trustworthy and honourable.  This is a short letter to encourage and strengthen you.  I can guarantee, from my experience, that what I have written is the truth.  It is about the genuine goodness and kindness of God.  That’s what you have got and can live by.  
2The church in Rome that 3God has chosen sends you 4greetings and love, and so does 5Mark, my son.
6Greet one another with love.  7Peace to you all who believe in Christ:  
1my reliable and dependable friend and fellow-believer Silas:  Silas is quite well known in the New Testament, particularly in the book of Acts.  He was Paul’s friend and helper for many years.  Like Paul he was a Roman citizen, which was an advantage in those days.  Roman citizens were first class citizens, while all the conquered nations, like the Jews, were second class citizens.  So Paul was a first class citizen in the Roman world while Peter was a second class citizen.  

There were three times when Silas became important in Acts.  

1)  A big issue, and argument, arose in the early Christian church.  The trouble broke out at Antioch, near the border between Syria and Turkiye.  To begin with most Christians were Jews.  This led to some of them believing that any Gentile who wanted to become a Christian should become a Jew as part of becoming a Christian.  He should not only be baptised but also circumcised.  Paul was against this, and Peter supported him.  So did James, the brother of Jesus.  As a result, the church at Jerusalem decided that Gentiles do not have to keep all the laws of Moses.  Those laws were designed for the Israelites to live by in order to show the other nations of the world that they were different because they believed in God.  But Jesus Christ is senior to Moses and has changed the way we get right with God, for both Jews and everybody else in the whole world.  The vital thing that we all need is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Through him, and his teachings, we find God, the Creator and Father of the whole of mankind.
Now what was needed was to get this message and its good news to the Christians in Antioch who were mainly Gentiles.  So the church of Jerusalem chose two reliable men that it could trust to go to Antioch.  They were to tell the church there what all the Christian leaders had come to see.  They knew that the will of God was that we all must now believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  They chose Paul who was a leader of the church in Antioch.  They also chose one of their own trusted leaders of the church in Jerusalem.  He was Silas.
2)  Paul and Barnabas had done a missionary journey from Antioch.  When they had been back at Antioch for a while Paul planned to go on a second missionary journey.  But now he and Barnabas had a strong disagreement.  Barnabas wanted to take Mark with them, but Paul did not.  He felt he could not depend on Mark because he had left them to go home during their first journey.  So Barnabas and Mark went one way, and Paul took Silas with him on his second trip.  
3)  Paul and Silas came to the town of Philippi in Macedonia.  These were the people that Paul would later write to in the book called Philippians.  Their starting point at Philippi was just a place for prayer.  But soon the whole town came alive to the presence of Paul and Silas.  This was because there was a slave girl who had a demon that used to tell people their fortunes.  When she saw Paul and Silas, she began shouting that they were men of God.  This went on for so many days that Paul at last drove the demon out of her by using the authority of the name of Jesus Christ.  
But the problem with that was that the girl’s owners had been making quite a lot of money out of her fortune telling, and that was now all gone.  The owners, who were important people, dragged Paul and Silas off to the magistrate and got him to punish the two men by having them severely flogged and put into maximum security prison.  

But during the night there was an earthquake that hit the prison.  All the doors broke open.  The prison jailor was terrified, because the prisoners could have escaped.  In Roman law, if he lost any prisoner he would be put to death.  Yet under Paul’s leadership no prisoners seized the opportunity to escape.  The result was that the jailor and his family became Christians and took Paul and Silas into his home.

In the morning the magistrates realised that they had made a huge mistake, and they ordered the Paul and Silas be released.  This was because they were Roman citizens, and it was against the law to flog them and put them in prison without a proper trial.  A real trial meant that they could also tell their side of the story.  The only thing the magistrates could now do was to apologise to them and beg them please to leave town.  Paul and Silas then left Philippi.
Now, obviously, this good man Silas is working with the apostle Peter.  This could possibly mean that Paul was already dead.  The fact that Peter is writing to the churches in Turkiye that Paul set up, and is using Silas to help him get his message to them, could also mean that Paul’s ministry was at an end.  Paul was put to death in the time of the Emperor Nero.  Peter could see that the dangers of persecution against the Christians were quite likely to spread to Turkiye.  In those days Turkiye was called Asia Minor, the gateway from Europe to Asia.
2The church in Rome:  Peter actually says, “the church in Babylon.”  Babylon was used as a code for Rome.  When there is danger or trouble one has to be careful, and especially about what one says.  Rome was persecuting Christians and killing them.  Christians everywhere knew this.  Christians, especially with a Jewish background, knew about Babylon.  That was the country that had attacked Judah and destroyed Jerusalem and its temple.  Now Christians were facing the same sort of danger.  The enemies of Christianity were looking for any evidence they could find to persecute Christians.  To write about the church in Rome would only get everyone who received that letter into big trouble.  

The Christians in Rome wanted to send their love to Christians in Turkiye.  So Peter wrote “Babylon” instead of “Rome” in order to protect them.  Roman authorities and inspectors or detectives would not worry about Babylon.  That was far away in the east.  But all Christians knew exactly what Peter meant.

3God has chosen:  This is speaking about all the people who have become believers in the Lord Jesus Christ.  They are God’s chosen people.  “God’s chosen” means that they are going to end up in heaven.  God loves them.  They are the people whom God has chosen for his great plan of salvation.  No amount of persecution is going to stop those whom God has chosen from getting to heaven.
4greetings:  Greetings is a favourite way of connecting between Christians in the New Testament.  The idea of greeting someone is to pull him or her toward oneself.  It is to welcome them, or encourage them, or to wish them well.  It’s a way of building up friendships.  
Christianity is all about building up a friendship with God, 
and building up friendships with people who believe in Jesus Christ.

5Mark, my son:  It is very likely that this is the Mark who wrote the gospel of Mark.  We do not really know whether he wrote the gospel just before Peter wrote this letter, or whether soon after.  Both the gospel of Mark and the first epistle of Peter were written at more or less the same time.  
By calling Mark his son, Peter is saying two things:  First, that Mark had been working for Peter, and secondly, that Peter is proud of Mark.  Both Peter and Mark were killed by the persecution in Rome.

Peter, the leading apostle and head of the earliest Christian church, and Mark, the writer of the gospel, were both executed.  What a loss for Christianity!  

Yet Christianity grew and grew after they had been executed.  Christianity is of God.
6Greet one another with love:  What Peter wrote was, Greet one another with a kiss.  Now comes the hard part, at the end of this letter.  After listening to Peter’s truth about Christ, and his telling us how to live, we must now put it into practice.

People in the Middle East greeted one another with what looked like a kiss on the cheek.  The idea behind this was to show each other that they were really brothers or close friends.  It was rather like putting one’s arm around the shoulders of a mate or good friend, or someone in one’s family.  What Peter means is that we must try to build up really good friendships between ourselves and other Christians.  
The word love is most important for Christians.  God loves us with a wonderful love.  Therefore, we must love him with a passionate love.  That deep love for God should then turn into genuine love for others who believe in Jesus Christ.  We must have goodwill and kindness in our soul toward those whom God loves. 

7Peace to you all who believe in Christ:  Peace is what we all need in this world.  Peace means there is no anger or fighting, no hard feelings or resentments.  Peace is when we get on well with one another, and are friendly.  Peace is when we are good to one another, and are an encouragement and blessing.  Peace is when we can trust one another and enjoy happiness in one another’s company.  

Peace is so important to all of us, but it is also so rare in our troubled world.  Peter begins his letter by wishing God’s people God’s peace, and ends his letter by wishing God’s people Christ’s peace.  We all need it!
God our Father is peace.  Jesus Christ is peace.

Jesus Christ came into our world to bring us true peace.  He comes into our lives to bring us real peace.  
Believing in Christ is the same as being friends with Christ, and right with God.  

Believing in Christ 
is the way 
to live a true and good Christian life.

Now you can read 1 Peter chapters 4-5 in your own Bible.

You may even be able to read other parts of the book of 1 Peter.
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